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I 

Conqnejl  of  Peru  by  the  Spaniards^  Changes 
that  have  happened  in  this  Etnpire  Jince 
that  revoiution. 

IT  has  not  been  xny  intention  to  be  the  pane-  book 
gyrift  of  the  conqueror3  of  the  other  hemi-  ,     ^^^' 
fphere.     I  have  not  fuffered  vny  judgment  to  can  the 
be  fo  far  mifled  by  the  brilliancy  of  their  fuccefles,  the*!!),*,-'  ^ 
as  to  be  blind  to  their  crimes  and  afts  of  injuftice.  ncw*woxM 
My  view  is  to  write  hiftory,  and  I  almoft  always  ^^ppp^ovca 
write  it  with  my  eyes  bathed  in  tears.     Aftonifli- 
ment  hath  fometimes  fucceedcd  grief     I   have    Vf  - 
been  furprized  that  none  of  thefe  favage  warriors 
fbould  have  preferred  the  more  certain  mode  of 
mildncfs  and   humanity,   and  that   they   Ihould 
have  rather  chofcp  to  fliew  themfelves  as  tyrants 
Vol.  IV.  B  than 
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^  %n  ^  ^^^^  ^^  benefaftors.  What  llraage  infafuatiort 
hath  prevented  them  from  perceiving,  that  while 
they  deffroyed  the  countries  which  they  feized 
upon,  they  were  injuriog  theojfelvei,  and  that 
their  cruelties  obliged  then;  to  give  up  a  more 
quiet  and  more  lucrative  poffeflion  of  them  ?  It 
hath  been  affertcd,  that  in  countries  whcr©  man 
had  not  yet  appeared,  the  moil  timid  animals 
came  near  him  without  fear.  I  can  never  be  per- 
fuaded,  that  at  the  firft  afpeft  of  an  European,  the 
favage  man  can  have  been  more  wild  than  the  ani- 
mals. It  wasundpubtedly  a  fatal  experience  which 
informed  him  of  the  danger  of  fach  familiarity.  - 
What  then !  fhall  nations  be  more  cruel  among 
themfdves,  than  the  moft  oppreffive  fovereigns 
are  towards  thei?ftibje(5ts  ?  Ooff-fociety  muft  then 
devour  another !  Man  will  be  more  fierce  than 
the  tyger !  Shall  reafon  have  been  given  to  him 
merely  as.  a  fubftitute  in  him  to  every  maleficent 
inftinft;  and  fhall  his  annals  be  nothing  n^ore 
than  the  annals  of  his  pervcrfenefs  ?  O  God !  why 
didft  thou  crcatie  man  ?  Thou  certainly  didft  know, 
that  for  one  inftant  in  which  thou  Ihould'fl:  be 
iable  to  look  upon  thy  work  with  complacency,  thou 
fhould^ft  turn  thine  eyes  away  from  it  a  hundred 
times  ?  Thy  prefcience  certainly  forefaw  the  atrorr 
cious  a(5ls  which  the  Spaniards  were  to  ccuximit  io 
the  New  World ! 

■ 

Wb  are  here  going  to  difplay  fcenes,  ftill  moicc 
terrible  than  thofe  which  have  fo  often  made  us 
fhudden  They  will  be  uninterruptedly  repeated 
in  thofe  immenfe  regions  which  remain  for  us  U> 
go  over.     The  fword  will  nevei'  be  blunted ;  and 

we 


iJf  rtii  ^As't  Mq  west  h^ms.  $ 

We  (hall  not  fee  it  ftap  'ull  it  meets  with  no  mofe  *  ^^^  * 
Viftims  to  ftrike*  Vi*v^r-j 

We  Ihall  again  begin  our  accotints  with  Co-^  ^crind^*'*' 
iunnbas.     This   great   man  hftd   difcovercd   the  ^5"*^^**"^ 
continent  of  America  without  ever  landing  upon  the  firft 
it.     It  was  not  'till  after  the  ifland  df  San  Do*  spanUrds  il 
mihga  was   firmly  eftablifbed,  that   he  thought  Jf,;'**^"'* 
proper  to  extend  his  entcrptizcs.     He  imagined 
that   beyond   this   continent  there  was    another 
oceah,  which  mud  terminate  at  the  Halt  Indies  $ 
and  that  thefe  two  feas  might  have  a  communi- 
cation with  each  other.     In  order  to  difcover  it> 
he  failed^  in  I5d2>  as  clofe  along  the  coaft  as 
poffibie*     He  touched  at  all  places  that  were  ac- 
cefflble;   andj  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  othef 
navigators  who  behared  in  the  countries  which 
they  viiitcd  rn  fach  a  manner  as  if  they  were    - 
never  to  return  to  them,  he  treated  the  inhabit-^ 
ants  with  a  degree  of  kindnefs  that  gained  their 
afFeftion.     The  gulph  of  Darien  particularly  en- 
gaged  his*  obfcrvation.     He    thought   that  the 
riversi  which  poured  into  it,  were  the  great  canal 
he  had  been  in  fearch  of  through  (o  many  immi- 
nent dangers,  aad  excefUve  fatigues*  Difappoint- 
cd  in  thefe  ejipe<5tations,  be  wifhed  Uy  leave  z 
fmail  col6ny  t^n  the  riter  Belem^  in  the  country 
of  Veragua*      The  avidity^  the  pride,  and  the 
barbarifm  of  his  countrymen  prevented  him  froqi 
having  the  fatisfa^tion  of  furrping  the  firft  Euro- 
pean eftablilbment  upon  the  continent  of  the  new 
bemif|;Aer<p. 

Some  years  elapfed  after  this,   ftod   ftill   th^ 
Spaniards  had  n^t  fixed  themfelves  t^pon  a<ny  fpot. 

B  2  As 
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refufed  to  fubmit  quietly  to  this  double  yoke,  ^  ^^^  ^ 
the  Spaniards  were  authorifed  to  purfue  them  with 
fire  and  fword,  and  to  reduce  whole  nations  to 
flavery. 

Is  it  then  the  head  of'  the  raoft  holy  of  all  re- 
ligions who  gives  to  another  what  does  not  be- 
long to  hinn  ?  And  is  it  a  Chriftian  fovereign  who 
accepts  of  the  gift  ?  Arfd  are  the  conditions 
agreed  upon  between  them,  fubmiffion  to  the  Eu- 
ropean monarch,  or  flavery;  baptifm,  or  death  ? 
Upon  the  bare  recital,  of  a  contraft  fo  unhear'd  of, 
we  Ihudder  with  horror,  and  we  pronounce,  that 
the  man  who  does  not  partake  of  the  fame  fenfa- 
tion,  is  a  ftranger  to  every  idea  of  morality,  to  every 
fentimerit,  and  to  every  notion  of  juftice  j  a  man 
who  is  unworthy  of  being  argued  with.  Abomi- 
nable pontiff!  And  if  thefe  countries  of  which 
thou  doft  difpofe  have  a  lawful  proprietor,  is  it 
thy  advice  that  he  fliould  be  fpoiled  of  them  ?  If 
they  h4ve  a  legitima,te  fovereign,  is  it  thy  advice 
that  his  fubjedts  fhould  break  their  allegiance  ?  If 
they  have  Gods,  is  it  thy  advice  that  they  fhould 
be  impious  ?  And  thou,  ftupid -prince,  doft  thou 
not  perceive,  tliat  the  perfon  who  confers  thefe 
rights  upon  thee,  arrogates  them  to  himfelf  i  and 
that  by  accepting  of  them,  thou  doft  abandon 
thy  country,  thy  fcepter,  and  thy  religion,  to 
the  mercy  of  an  ambitious  fophift,  and  of  the 
moft  dangerous  fyftem  of  Machiavelifm  ? 

But  it  was  a  more  eafy  matter  to  grant  thefe 
abfurd  and  atrocious  privileges,  than  to  put  the 
barbarous  and  fuperfticious  adventurers,  who  fo- 
licited  fuch  rights,  in  ppfTeflion  of  them.    The 

B  3  Indians 
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irountains*     He  found  at  Brft  in  the  country,  it  •  %.^  ^ 

is  faid,  fome  of  that  fame  fpccies  of  little  white 

men^  as  are  to  be  met  with  in  Africa  and  in  cer*- 

tain  of  the  Afiatic  iflands.  They  are  covered  with 

a  down  of  a  gliftening  white  colour*     They  have 

€:Q  hair,  their  eyes  are  red,  and  they  only  fee  well 

in  the  night-time;     They  arc  feeble,   and  their 

ficulties  appear  to  be  more  circunnfcribed  than 

thofe  of  other  men,     Thefe  favages,  if  it  be  true 

that  they  exifted,  were  few  in  nunaber  j  but  others 

were  found  of  a  different  fpecies,  brave  and  hardy 

enough  to  defend  their  rights.     They  had  a  very 

extraordinary  cuftom  annong  them>-  which  was^ 

that  the  hufbands  on  t;he  death  of  their  wives,  and 

the  wives  on  the  death  of  their  hufbands,  ufed  to 

cut  off  the  end  of  a  finger  j  fo  that  merely  by 

booking  en  their  hands  one  might  fee  whether 

they  were  widowers  or  widows,  and  how  oftea 

they  had  been  fo. 

Nothing  has  hitherto  been,  or  will  probably 
ever  be  faid,  that  can  fatisfaftorily  explain  the 
various  perverfions  of  reafon.  If  the  women  alone 
had  been  obliged  to  praftife  this  whimfical  cere^ 
monyi  it  would  be  natural  to  fufpeft  that  it  had 
been  intended  to  prevent  the  impofture  of  a  wi- 
dow, who  might  wifh  to  pafs  for  a  virgin  to  her 
fecond  hufband.  But  this  conjcilurc  would  lofe 
It's  force,  when  applied  to  the  hufbands,  whofe 
condition  could  never  be  a  matter  of  fuch  confc- 
quence,  as  that  it  fliould  be  carefully  indicated  by 
indelible  figns.  This  cuftom  hath  obtained  in 
other  coyntrie$i  but  the  following  is  peculiar  to 
Paricii. 

B  4  When 
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When  a  widow  died,  fuch  of  her  children 
whofe  tender  age  rendered  it  impoflible  for  them 
to  provide  for  their  own  fubfiftence,  were  buried 
in  the  fame  grave  with  her.  As  no  one  would  take 
the  charge  of  thcfe  orphans,  the  nation  deftroyed 
them,  to  prevent  their  being  ftarved  to  death* 
The  charity  of  thefc  barbarians  extended  no  fur- 
ther. This  is  the  mod  atrocious  a^  to  which  the 
deplorable  ftate  of  favagc  life  was  ever  able  to 
impel  mankind. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  ferocious  manners, 
Balboa^  fupported  .by  the  obftinacy  of  his  dif- 
pofition,  fpurred  on  by  the  inf^tiable  cupidity  of 
his  foldiers,  and  with  the  affiftance  of  fome  packs 
of  thofe  blood-thirfty  dogs  which  had  been  of  fo 
^  much  fervice  to  the  Spaniards  in  all  their  con- 
^  qucfls,' at  length  fucceeded  in  deftroying  the  in- 

habitants of  Darien,  and  in  difperling  or  fubduing 
them. 

^lardfa!'         ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Qonqucrots  were  difputing 
qiiirethefirft  with  cach  othcr  about  gold,    with  a  degree  of 
Fern?        warmth  that  fecmed  to  threaten  fome  a^  of  vio- 
lence,  a  young  Cacique   overturned  the  fcales 
in  which  they  were  weighing  it.     fFhy,  faid  he  to 
them,  with  an  air  of  difdain,  why  do  ym  quarrel 
for  fuch  a  trifle  ?    If  it  be  for  this  ufelefs  mefal  tkat 
you  have  quitted  your  country ^  and  that  you  maffacre 
fo  many  people^  I  'will  conduit  you  into  a  region  wberB 
it  is  fo  common  that  it  is  employed  for  the  meanefl 
purpofes.     Being  urged. to  explain  himfelf  more 
clearly,  he  affured  theiTJ|  that  at  a  little  diftance 
from   the  ocean   which  wafhed  the  .country  of 
Darien,  there  was  another  ocean  which  led  to  thi$ 

rich 
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rich  country.  The  opinion  immediately  and  uni-  ^ 
verfally  prevailed^  that  this  was  the  fea  which 
Columbus  had  fo  earneftly  fought  after ;  and  on 
the  firft  of  September  1513,  one  hundred  and 
ninety  Spaniards^  attended  by  a  thoufand  Indians^ 
who  were  to  fervc  them  as  guides,  and  to  carry 
their  provifions  and  baggagCj  fet  out  to  recon- 
noitre it. 

From  the  place  whence  this  .troop  began  their 
march,  to  the  on«  they  were  going  to,  there  was 
no  more  than  fixty  miles ;  but  it  was  neceflary  to 
climb  fo  many  fteep  mountains^  to  pafs  fuch 
large  rivers,  to  traverfe  fuch  deep  moraffcs,  to 
penetrate  into  fuch  thick  forefts,  and  to  difpcrfc, 
perfuade,  or  deftroy,  fo  many  fierce  nations  s  that 
it  was  not  'till  after  a  march  of  five-and-twenty 
days,  that  men  accuftomed  to  dangers,  fatigues 
and  wants,  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  cxpeft- 
ations.  Without  a  moment's  delay,  Balboa, 
armed  at  all  points,  in  the  manner  of  the  antienc 
chivalry,  advanced  fome  way  into^the  South  Sea. 
Spectators  of  both  bemifpheres,  exclaimed  this  bar* 
barian,  /  call  you  to  witnefs  that  I  takepojfeffion  of 
this  part  of  the  univerfe  for  the  crown  of  Cajlile. 
My  fword  ^aU  defend  what  my  arm  hath  given  to 
it.  Already  was  the  crofs  planted  upon  the  con- 
tinent, and  the  name  of  Ferdinand  infcribcd  upon 
the  bark  of  fome  of  the  trees. 

Th5se  ceremonies  gave  to  the  Europeans  in 
thofc  days  the  dominion  of  all  the  countries  in 
the  New  World,  where  they  could  introduce 
|;heir  fanguinary  fteps..  Accordingly,  the  Spaniards 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  exai^t  from  the  neigh*^ 

bouring 
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■  ^,f  ^  bouring  people  a  tribute  in  pearls^ .  metals^  and 
prorifions.  Every  tcftimony  was  united  in  eon- 
iirnning  what  bad  been  at  firft  faid  of  the  riches 
of  the  empife  that  was  called  Pero»  aixl  the  rob«- 
bers  who  meditated  the  conqoeft  of  it,  returned 
to  Darien,  where  they  were  to  qolleA  the  forces 
necefiary^  for  fo  difHcalt  an  emeiprize. 

Balboa  cxpefted  that  he  fhould  be  employed 
to  condudl  this  great  defign.  His  companions 
had  placed  their  confidence  in  him.  He  had 
throw'n  into  the  public  coffers  more  treafure  than 
any  one  of  thefe  adventuren.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  public,  the  difcovery  he  had  juft  made,  had 
put  htm  on  a  level  with  Columbus.  But  by  an 
inftanee  of  that  injuftice  and  ingratitude  fo  com^ 
ttion  in  courtSj  where  merit  cannot  prevail  againft 
favour  J  where  a  great  commander  is  fuperfeded 
in  the  tnldftof  his  triumphs  by  an  unfit  perfon  j 
where  a  diftspating  and  rapacious  favourite  dif^ 
places  an  ceconomical  minifter  of  finance ;  where 
chc  general  good^  and  fervices  done  are  equally 
forgotten  i  and  where  revolutions  in  the  great 
offices  of  Itatc  often  become  obje<5ls  of  mirth 
and  pleafantry$  Pedrariaswas  chofen  in  his  (lead* 
The  new  commander,  as  jealous  as  he  was  cruel, 
had  his  predeccflTor  confined;  he  ordered  him  to 
take  his  trial/ and  afterwards  caufed  him  to  be 
beheaded.  His  fubalterns,  by  his  orders,  or  with 
his  confenr,  pillagtid^^  burnt  and  mafiTacred  on  all 
fides,  without  any  diftincf^ion  of  allies  or  enemies  i 
and  it  was  not  'till  after  they  had  deftroyed  to  the 
extent  of  three  hundred  leagues  of  the  country^ 
that  in   1518  he  transferred   the  colony  of  St* 

6  M^^'y 
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Miry,  on  tfec  botdcrs  of  the  Pacific  Qce^n^  tO  t  •  ^^^  * 

place  that  received  the  name  of  Panama.  v    ,  ^  ^ 

'-  SoMp  years  paflcd  away  wthout  this  cftablilh-  ou'd^un!' 
ment  having  been  able  to  fulfil  the  great  aiid  im-  ^^^^^^^^ 
porta nt  purpofes  for  which  it  was  ficftined.    ^At  Pe^with- 

.  ^       ^  ,  out  any  af- 

length,  thrccmcn  of  obfcurc  birth,  undertook,  at  fiftaaccfrow 
thfiir  own  txpence,  to  fubvcrt  aft  empire  thit  had  «^'*"*"*°*' 
fubfjfted  with  glory  for  feveral  ages* 

Francis  Pi^^arro,  who  is  the  niofl:  know'a 
among  them,  was  the  natural  fon  of  a  gentleman 
pf  Eftramadura.  His  education  had  been  fo  neg- 
leAcd,  that  he  could  not  read.  The  tendbg  of 
Bocks,  which  was  his  firft  employment,  not  being 
fuitablc  to  his  diaracler,  he  embarked  for  the 
New  World.  His  avarice  and  ambition  inspired 
him  with  inconceivable  a^vity.-  He  joined  in 
livery  expedition,  and  fignalizcd  htmfclf  in  moft 
pf  them  \  and  he  acquired,  in  tbe  feveral  fitua- 
fkms  in  which  be  was  employed^  thatknowlege  of 
m^n  and  things,  ivhich  is  indifpenfably  neceflafy 
to  advancemcntj  but  efpccialiy  to  tbofc  who  by 
j:heir  bitth  have  evci7  difficulty  to  contend  with. 
The  ufe  be  had  hitherto  made  of  his  nflftural  and  - 
acquired  abilities,  peffuaded  him  that  nothing  wai 
isboye  his  talents ;  and  he  formed  the  plan  of  ex- 
jtrting  them  againft  Peru. 

To  thefp  defjgns  he  affociated  Diego  de  Ai- 
ini^gro,  whole  birth  was  equivocal,  but  whofe 
eourage  was  proved^  He  bad  ever  been  found 
temperate,  pati^nty  and  indefatigable,  in  thoft 
camp»  in  which  b«  had  grow'n  old.  In  tlifs-fohool 
he  |iad  acquired  a  f/adcftcfe  which  is  metre  fre-* 
quenxly  learnt  here  than  in  other  ikuations;   as 

well 
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*  VI?  ^  ^^^'  ^  ^^^^  obduracy  and  cruelty  which  arc  but 
too  common. 

The  fortune  of  two  foldiers,  though  confider- 
able,  being  found  infuffictent  for  the  conqueft 
they  meditated,  they  joined  themfelves  to  Fer- 
nando dc  Luques.  Ht  was  a  mercenary  prieft, 
who  had  amailed  prodigious  wealth  by  all  the 
methods  which  fuperflition  renders  eafy  to  his 
profeiTion,  and  by  fome  means  peculiar  to  the 
manners  of  the  age  he  lived  in. 

As  the  bafis  of  their  aflbciation  the  confederates 
mutually  agreed,  that  each  fhould  engage  the 
whole  of  his  property  in  this  enterprife ;  that  the 
wealth  accruing  from  it  ihould  be  equally  fhared^ 
and  that  they  fhould  reciprocally  obferve  an  in- 
violable fidelity.  The  parts  that  each  of  them 
were  to  take  in  this  great  fcene  were  dillribute4 
as  the  good  of  the  common  caufe  required.  Pi- 
zarro  was  to  command  the  troops^  Almagro  con- 
duct the  fuccours,  and  Luques  prepare  the  means. 
This  plan  of  ambition^  avarice^  and  ferocioufnefsj 
was  completed  by  fanaticifm.  Luques  publicly: 
confecrated  a  hoft  y  part  of  which  he  ate,  and  di- 
vided the  reft  between  his  two  aflbciates;  all 
three  fwoaring,  by  the  blood  of  God,  that»  to  en- 
rich themfelves,  they  would  not  fpare  the  blood 
of  man. 

The  expedition,  commenced  under  thefe  hor- 
rible aufpices, '  towards  the  middle  of  November 
1524*  with  one  veffel,  pnc  hundred  and  twelve 
men,  and  four  horfe,  was  not  fortunate.  It  was 
feldom  that  Pizarro  was  able  to  land  i  and  in  the 
few  places  where  it  was  poflible  for  him  to  come 

on 


IK  THE.  EA§T  AND.  WEST  INDIES.  15 

on  Ihore,  he  thet  with  nothing  but  plains  deluged  ® 
with  water,  impenetrable  forefts,  and  fome  fa- 
yuges,  littk  difppfed  to  treat  wijth  hino^  Almagro, 
who  brought  hipi  a  reinforcement  of  kv^atyi 
m^n,  did  not;  meet .  wi|:h  more  encouraging  ad- 
ventures;, apjd.he  ej^en  Joft  an  eye  in  a  yery  fliarp 
engagement -he;  was pbliged  to  fuftain  agaiqft  thQ 
Indians.  More  thzn  one  h^lf  of  th.efe  intrepid! 
Spaniard?  had^periflied  by  h,unger,  by  the  fwoj*d 
or  by  the  climax  y  when  Los  Rios,,  who  had  fuc- 
ceedcd  to  Pcdrafias,  fent  orders. to  thofe  who. had 
efcaped  fo  many  calamities^  to  return  to  the  co-^ 
lony  without  delay.  They  all  obeyed;  all  of 
them,  except  thirteen,  who,  faithful  to  their  chief, 
refolved.to  follpjy.his  fortune  to  the  end.  They 
found  it  at  firft  more  adverfc  than  it  had  hitherto 
been ;  for  they  were  obliged  to  pafs  fix  whole 
months  in  the  ifland  of  Gorgon,  the  moft  uh- 
wholefomej^  mod  barren,  and  moft  dreadful  fpot 
there  was  .perhaps  upon  the  globe.  .  But  at  length 
their  deftiny  grew  milder:  with  a  very  fmall  vef- 
fel,  which  had  been  fent  them  merely  from  mo- 
tives of  compaflion,  to  remove  them  from  this 
place  of  defolation,  they  continued  their  voyage,, 
and  landed  at  Tumbez,  no  inconfiderable  village 
of  the  empire  which  they  propofed  one  day  to  in- 
vade. From  this  road,  where  every  thing  bore 
the  marks  of  civilization,  Pizarro  returned  to  Pa- 
nama,  where  he  arrived  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1527  with  fome  gold  duft,  fome  vafes  of  that 
precious  metal,  fome  vicunas,  and  three  Peru- , 
vians,  deftined,  fooncr. or  later,  to  ferve  as  inter-^ 
preters. 

Far 
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*  vi?  '^  Far  from  being  difcoiinigcd  bjr  the  misforcunet 
that  had  been  experienced,  the  ihree  affociate* 
were  inflamed  with  a  more  ardent  paffion  for  trea* 
fores  which  were  now  better  know'o  to  them. 
But  they  were  irl  want  of  foldiers,  and  cf  fub- 
fiftence  j  and  the  colony  denied  them  both  thcfc 
fuccours.  The  miniftry,  whofe  fupj^ort  Pizarra 
himfelf  had  come  into  Europe  to  folicit,  w^re 
more  favourably  inclined:  They  aoehorifed,  with- 
out referve,  the  levying  of  men^  and  the  purchaft 
of  provifions;  and  added  to- this  indefinite  liberty 
cve^ry  favour  which  drew  nothing  from  the  treafury* 
Nevbrthelbss,  the  aflbciatesj  by  combining 
all  their  means,  could  not  equip  more  than  three 
fmaH  veflels ;  nor  colleA  any  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  infantry,  and  thirty-fix  horfe. 
This  was  very  little  for  the  great  views  that  were 
ta  be  fulfilled  i  but  in  the  New  World  the  Spa- 
niards expctfted  every  thing  from  their  arms  and 
their  couraer ;  •znd  Pizarro  did  not  hefitate  to 
embark  in  the  month  of  Febrcrary  1531.  The 
knowlegc  he  had  acquired  of  thcfc  fcas,  made 
him  avoid  the  calamities  that  had  thwarted  his  firfl: 
expedition  ;  and  he  met  with  no  other  misfortune 
than  that  of  being  obliged,  by  contrary  winds,  to 
land  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  leagues  from 
the  harbour  where  he  had  intended  to  difem- 
bark.  The  Spaniards  were  therefore  obliged  tcr 
go  to  the  place  by  land.  They  foDowed  thecoaft 
with  great  difficulty,  compelling  the  inhabitants 
on  their  march  to  furnifh  thcrn  with  provifions, 
pttmdering  them'  of  the  gold  they  poffeffed,  and 
giving  thcmfelves  up  to  that  fpiric  of  rapine  and- 

cruelty 
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cruelty  which  difting.uift\e4  the  manners  of  thofe  ^  viP^ 
b;irb£irQvis  tim^s.  The  ifland  of  Puna,  which  de~  w^vrw 
fended  the  road,  was  taken  by  ftorni,  ,and  the 
troops  entered  vi6toriQu$  into  Tumbez^  where 
diforders  of  every  kieid  detained  them  for  three 
whole  months.  The  arrival  of  two  i^ioforce- 
ments>  that  ,can\e  from  Nicaragua,  a0brded  them 
fpme  confolation  for  the  anxiety  tbcy  felt  on  ac- 
count of  this  delay*  Thefe  reinforcementa,  in- 
deed, confided  only  of  thirty  men  each  i  but  they 
were  commanded  by  Sebaftian  Benalca^ar  and  by 
Ferdinand  Soto,  who  had  bpth  of  them  acquired 
a-  brilliant  reputation.  Th^  Spaniard*  were  not 
difturbed  in  their  ftrft  conqueft,  and.  we  muft 
mention  the  reafon  of  it* 

The  empire  of  Peru,  which,  like  moft  other  Manmr  in 
dominiong,hadin  it's  origlabuc  little  extent,  had  Tmo^^th^" 
been  fucceflively  enlarged.    It  had  in  particular  ^xpedkUll* 
received  a  confiderable  aggrandizeinent  from  the  n™»J^«*»«»- 

r^  lelf  in»ffer 

eleventh  empeFor,  Huyana  C.a§>ac,  who  had  pof-  ofthecm- 
feffed  himfclf  by  force  of  the  vaft  territory  of  .^"^* 
Quito,  and  who,  to  legitin>ate,  as  much  as  pof* 
fible  his  ufurpation,  had  married  the  fole  heirefa 
of  the  dethroned  monarch*     From  t^iis  union,  re- 
probated equally  by  the  laws,  and  by.  prejudice, 
Atabalipa  was  born,  who  after  the  death  of  hia 
father,  claimed  the  inheritance  of  his  mother* 
This  fuccf  ffion  was  contefted.  by  his  elder  bro- 
ther Huafcar,  who  was  born  of  anxxber  bed,  and 
whofe  birth  had  no  ftain  upon  i~t..«  Two  fuch, 
powerful  interefts  induced  the  competitors  to  take 
up  arms.     One  of  them  had  the  people  in  his  fa- 
vour, and  the  cuftom  immemorial  of  the  indivi- 

fibility  of  the  empire  j  but  the  other  had  previ- 

oufly- 
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2  ^  oufly  fecur^d  the  bcft  troops.    The  one  who  had 

the  troops  on  his  fide  was  conqueror,  put  his  rival 
in  chains,  and  becoming  more  powerful  than  he 
badexpefted,  was  matter  of  all  the  provinces. 

These'  troubles,  which  for  the  firft  time  had 
agitated  Peru,  were  not  entirely  appcafed  whct> 
the  Spaniards  appeared  there.  In  the  confufion 
in  which  the  whole  kingdom  was  ftill  involved, 
no  one  thought  of  molcfting  them  on  their  march, 
and  they  arrived  without  the  leaft  obftruftion  ar 
Caxamalca*  Atabalipa,  whom  particular  circum- 
fiances  had  conduced  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  imperial  palace,  immediately  fent  them  fome 
fruits,  corn,  emeralds,  and  feveral  vafes  of  gold  or 
filver.  He  did  not  however  conceal  from  their 
interpreter  his  defire  that  they  (hould  quit  his  ter- 
ritories ',  and  he  declared  that  he  would  go  the 
next  morning  to  concert  with  their  chief  the  pro* 
per  meafiires  for  this  retreat. 

To  put  himfelf  in  readinefs  for  an  engagement, 
without  fufFering  the  leaft  preparation  of  war  to 
be  perceived,  was  the  only  difpoGtion  that  Pi2arro 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  prince.  He  planted 
his  cavalry  in  the  gardens  of  the  palace,  where 
they  could  not  be  feen  :  the  infantry  was  in  the 
court  5  and  his  artillery  was  pointed  towards  the 
gate  where  the  emperor  was  to  enter. 

Atabalipa  came  without  fufpicion  to  the  place 
appointed.  He  was  attended  by  about  fifteen 
thoufand  men.  He  was  carried  on  a  throne  of  gold, ' 
and  gold  glittered  in  the  arms  of  his  troops.  He 
turned  to  the  principal  officers,  and  faid  to  them  : 
The/e  ftrangers  are  the  mejjengers  of  the  Gods  i  be 
careful  of  offending  them. 

9  The 
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Tiii  proceffion  was  now  draining  near  the  pa-  ^  ^^  '^ 
iace;  vfrbitB  was  occupied  by  Pizarro,  when  a  do^ 

fninicaitj  named  Vincent   de  ValverdOi   with   a 

trucifix  m  one  hand,  and  his  breviary  in  the  other^ 

canrrc  up  to  the  ernperor.     He  ftopped  the  prince 

in  his  march,  ind  made  him  a  lortg  fpeech,  iri 

v^htch  he  cipounded  t6  him  the  chriftian  religion^ 

preflfcd  him  to  embrace  that  form  of  worfhip,  and 

propofed  to  him  to  fubmit  to  the  king  of  Spaing 

to  whom  the  pope  had  giv^n  Peru. 

TrtE  emperor)  who  hfcard  him  with  a  great  deal 
ibl^  pacjence,  replied^  /  ofiii  very  'SbitUng  to  be  tbt 
jmai  6f  ihe  king  ef  Spaing  hut  not  bis  vdfal  i  th& 
pope  miiji  jkrely  be  a  very  extraordinary  fHafty  to  givi 
fi  libifailj  Wat  does  Hot  belong  to  biffi.  IJhall  not 
fkoftge  thy  riHgion  for  another  i  arid  if  the  cbriftianlt 
^iott  a  O&i  tvbb  diid  Upon  a  crofsy  1  wbrfhrp  thefuHi 
^U  m)^  ins.  He  then  afkcd  Vincent  where  he 
h'ald  learned  all  thit  he  had  faid  of  God  and  thi 
e^atioft'?  Ifi  thti  booh  replied  the  nftohk;  pre- 
ftrritri%  at  the  fimi  time  his  brc^^iary  to  thfc  eftr- 
fkidt.  Ata&aiipW  took  the  book,'  eiaiYiiiied  if  orf 
ilt  (kits;  fella  laughihgj  ihdi  thro^ittg  away  the 
.  hf^flHi  addfed.  This  book  tdb  fni  nothing  iff  alt 
this.  Vincent  then  turned  towards  th^e  Spartiardis^- 
«fi^g>  im  with;  aH  his  Alight,'  Vengeanett  itrf 
J^ttii^^  'b^^^cel  Chrifiians^  h  yiu  not  fH  bo'jO 
Sidt^es  the  gijj^et'f  Kitttkefi  dogs,  itha  trample 
MM' f6&t- the  laia  of  God-: 

T?di'  Sjpatiiai'dSj  Who  plTjbably  had  with  diffi- 
culty reftwined  riist  fury,  ind  that  thirft  of  blood,- 
ij^hich  d\c  fiptof  the  gold  and  of  the  infidels  had 
mfpiyed' tHcm '^l^ithj  irtftantly  obiycd  Ac  domini- 

V6u  iV.  C  can. 
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"  VII?  ^  ^^^*  Lc^  ^^^  reader  judge  of  the  impreflioii  that 
muft  have  been  made  on  the  Peruvians  by  the 
fight  of  the  horfes  who  trampled  upon  them,  and 
by  the  noife  and  eflTedl  of  the  cannon  and  muf* 
kctry  which  beat  them  down.  They  fled  with 
fuch  precipitation,  that  they  fell  one  upon  an* 
QthtT.  A  dreadful  maflacre  was  made  of  them. 
Pizarro  himfclf  advanced  towards  the  emperor, 
made  his  infantry  put  to  the  fword  all  that  far* 
rounded  his  throne,  took  the  monarch  prifoner, 
and  purfued  all  the  reft  of  the  day  thofe  who  had 
efcaped  the  fword  of  )us  fbldiers.  A  nMiltitude 
of  princes  of  the  race  of  the  Incas,  the  iimifters, 
the  flower  of  the  nobility,  all  that  compolctf  thc^ 
court  of  Atabalipa,  were  jnafTacred.  Eves  the 
crowd  of  women,  old  men,  and  children^  who 
were  come  from  all  parts  to  fee  their  emperor, 
were  not  fpared.  While  this  carnage  coatinued^ 
Vincent  ceafed  not  to  animate  the  aflfaffins  who 
were  tired  with  flaugbter,  ejchortingthena  tp  ufe 
not  the  edge  but  the  point  o(  their  fwords,  to  in«> 
&\&  deeper  wounds.  When  the  Spaniards  re« 
turned  from  this  infamous  malfacre,  they  pafled 
the  flight  in  drunkennefs,  xlancing,  and  all  the  cxr 
ccflfes  of  debauchery.  , 

t  The  emperor,  though  clofely  guarded,,  iboa 
difcovered  the  extreme  paffion  of  his  enemies  for 
gold.  This  circumftance  determined  him  (o  of- 
fer them.for  his  ranlbm  as  much  of  this,  metal  a$. 
his  prifon,  --^  which  was  .  twci-and-twenty  feet  ia 
length,  and  fixteeo  in  breadth,  could  containj. 
and  to  as  great  abeight  as  the  arm  of  a  man  could 
rj^ach.    His  propofal  was  accepted.    But  while, 

thofc 
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tfiofe  0f  bis  minifters,  in  whom  he  had  moft  cdn- 
l^dcnce>  were  employed  in  callcdiug  what  was 
necefFaryi'CO.  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements^ 
he  was  inforkned  that  Huafcar  had  prpmifed  three 
times  au  much  to  fonne  Spaniards  who  had  fotind 
an  opportunity  of  cpnverfing  with  hin!*  if  thc^ 
would  content  to  reinftate  him  upon  the  thron<^ 
of hisaoceftbrs^  He  was  alarmed  at  this  inci-^ 
pteos  fijegotiacion ;  and  his  apprehenlions  made 
}iim  refolv«  to  ftrangle  arrival  who  appeared  fo 
^angerouffe 

In  ordet  tb  diJQTipate  tKie  fufpiclons  which  fuch 
ah  afttDn.muQ;  necefiarlly  excite  in  his  keepers^ 
Atali^alipa  urged  with  frelh  zeal  the  colledling  of 
the  mecajs  ftipulated  for  the  recovery  of  his  liberty^ 
They  were  brought  in  from  all  Jfides  as  fail  as  the 
diftaQceof  the  places^  and  the  confuQon  that  pre- 
vailed *wAuld  allows;  Thier  whole  would  have  been 
completed  in  a  little  time;  but  thefe  heaps  of 
gold^  ii^efijmtly'  e^pofed  to  the  greedy  eyes  p^ 
the  conquerors^  fo  inflame^l  their  cupidity,  th^t 
it  was  impoflible  to  delay  any  longer  the  diftribu- 
tipn  pf  them*  The  fifth  part  of  the  whble^  which 
the  government  had.teferved  to  itielf>  was  deli* 
vered  to  the  agents  of  the  treafury*  .  A  hundred 
thaufand  piaftres,  or  540,000  livre$  *  \%v€re  ftt 
Apart  lor  the  body  of  troops  Alm^ro  Kadjuft 
iMTPCight  \ipj  :and  wKich,were  ftijl  upon  the  coafts* 
IB^h^oiJI^'Yi^t^^*^  cavalry  received  43^200  livres  t> 
«wid«flKii^^fht8r infantry  ai>6po|4  .  Thc^  general^ 


*  ■, 
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*  %^  *  and^  the  offictrs,  had  fums  propordoned!  to  chtitf 
* — J/-—'  rank  in  the  army. 

Thzse  forcancs>  the  moA  extraorditarary*  thM 
have  ever  been  recorded  in-  hifltory,  did  not  micN 
^ate  the  barbarity  of  the  Spaniards.  Aubdipa 
had  gfven  his  gold,,  and  his  name  hod  ftrved  w 
keep  the  people  in  fubjeftion  r  it  was  now  time 
tbereforc  to  put  an  end'  ta  himw  Vincent  faid 
that  he  was  a  hardened  prince,  who  oug4Vt  tx>  be 
treated  like  Pharaoh.  The  iatcrprcter  Philipptno> 
who  had  a  criminal  intercourfe  with  cme  of  hh 
WQmen>  might  be  difturbed  in  his  pleafures^  Al* 
magro  was  apprehenfive>  that  while  he  wa*  fuf- 
fered  to  livc>  the  army  of  his  colleague  n^ight  be 
defiroxjs  of  appropriating  all  the  booty  to  icfcff  as 
part  of  the  emperor's  ranlbm.  Pizarra  had  beciv 
defpifed  by  him,  becaufe  being  lefs  informed- than 
the  meaneft  of  the  foldiers,  he  knew  nor  bow  to 
tead.  Thefe  circumftances,  tfven  more  perhaps 
than  political  reafons,  occafiohed  the  rnrrpcror'i 
dcath^  to  be  determined  upon*. 

The  Spaniards  had  the  effrontery  to  brmghinff 
to  a  formal  trial ;  and  this  atrocious  firce  was^ 
followed'  with  thofe  horrid' coniequences  that  muft 
Heeefftrily^havc  been  expefted  from  k. 

After  this-judiciaf  aflaflination,  the  mwrdtrcrs 
.overran  Pcni  with .  that '  thirft  of  blMd""  anct 
plunder  'wHiefi  dfrefledalT  their  a€kloAap.  Hid. 
t&ey  flrew'nftiirie  degree  of  modfcpaftion  andhumi^ 
nity,.  tftey* Would;  probatflyt  have  made* tbemfeli^w 
riiafters  of  this  vaft  empire,  without  drawing  the 
fword'^    A  people  naturally  mild,,  accuftomed  for 

a.  long 
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a  loag  ximc  pa&  to  .the  moft  blind  fubmiffion,  ®  ^^^  ^ 
.ever  Aithful  to  the.rnafters  i%  hadplcafed  Heaven 
M  g\^€  tk^m,  and  ailoflilhed  at  the  terrible  fpcc^ 
.ucle  they  bad  jufl:  -bcco  beholding  :  fuch  a  nation 
,would  have  fubmittcd  to  the  yoke  without  much 
rjeiuftaace.  The  pkindering  of  theirJioufes,  and 
of  their  tempks,  the  outrages  done  to  tlieir  tvives 
and  dapgbtcrsi  cruelties  of  all  kinds  fucceedi'ng 
each  .other  without  interruption:  fuch  a  variety 
jQf  calamities  ftirred  up  the  people  to  revenge, 
and  they  found  commanders  to  guide  their  ire- 
fentmcnt. 

Numerous  armies  at  Hrft  obtained  fome  advart- 
tag^s^  over  a  fmall  number  of  tyrants  loft  in  thefc 
immcnfc  regions  i  but  even  thcfe  triHing  fuccefles 
were  -not  durable  Several  of  the  adventurers, 
who  had' enriched  themfelves  by  the  ranfpm  of 
iAtabalipaj  had  quitted  their  flandards,  that  diey 
niighx  go  elfewhcre  to  enjoy.,  in  a  more  peaceable 
manner,  a  property  fo  rapidly  acquired.  Their 
fortune  iiifiamed  the  nriinds  of  men,  la  the  old, 
.^uh!  in  the  new  world^  and  fhey  haftened  from  all 
qv^fer^  t>o  this  country  of  gold^  The  confe-- 
quence.of  this  w^s,  that  th(!  Spaniards  multiplied 
in  a  lefs  time  at  Peru,  than  in  the  other  colonies. 
.  They  foon  amounted  to  the  number  of  five  or  fix 
thoufand  s  and  thi^n  all  reliftance  was  at  an  end. 

Thofe  of  the  Indians  who  were  the  moft  attached 

»  •         -  .  » 

to  their  liberty,  to  their  government,  and  to  their 
religion,  took  refuge  at  a  diftance  among  inac* 
ce01bie  mountains,  Moft  of  them  fubmitted  to 
the  cooqveror. 

^3  A  RE. 
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'  %n  *  *  A  REVOLUTION  fo  fcmarkable  hath  been  a  fub^ 
jeA  of  ailonifhrncnt  to  all  nations.  Peru  is  a  coun-* 
try  very  difficult  of  accefsj^  where  one  muft  con-r 
tinually  climb  niountalns^  and  perpetually  march 
in  narrow  pafTcs  and  defiles,  Troops  are  there 
obliged  to  be  inccflantly  paflln^  and  repafllng  tor- 
rents or  rivers,  the  banks  of  which  are  always 
fteep*  Four  or  five  thoufand  men,  with  a  mode- 
rate  (hare  of  courage  and  fHiH?  might  dcftroy  the 
beft  difciplined  armies.  How  then  could  it  pof^ 
fibly  happen,  that  a  great  nation  did  not  evea 
venture  to  difpure  a  territory^  the  nature  of  which 
was  fo  well  know'n  to  them,  againft  a  few  plun* 
derers,  whom  the  ocean  had  juft  brqu^hc  to  thef^ 
0iores  ? 

Thi$  event  took  place  for  the  fame  reafon  that 
^n  intrepid  robber,  with  the  piftol  in  his  hand, 
fpoils-with  impunity  a  body  of  men,  who  are 
either  quietly  refting  by  their  fire  fides,  or  who, 
ihut  up  in  a  pvblic  carriage,  are  going  along  the 
road  without  miftruft.  Though  the  robber  be 
^lone,  and  though  he  may  have  only  one  or  two 
piftols  to  firci  yet  he  ftrikes  the  whole  company 
with  awe,  becaufe  no  one  chufes  to  facrifice  htmfelf 
for  the  reft.  Defence  fmplles  a  mutual  agree- 
ment, which  is  the  niore  flowjy  formed,  as  the 
danger  is  lead  e3(pe<5ted,  as  the  fecurity  is  more 
complete,  and  as  it  has  lafted  a  longer  time^ 
This  was  cxaftly  the  cjife  with  the  Peruvians. 
They  lived  without  ufieafinefs,  and  without  mo- 
leftation  for  feveral  centuries.  Let  us  add  to 
it^ef^-CQplidei-^tiopS)  that  fear  is  the  olispring  of 

ignoran.^^ 
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ignorance  and  aftonifliment  j  that  a  diforderly  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
multitude  cannot  ftand  againfta  fmall  number  of  ^.-y^,^' 
difciplined  forces,  and  that  courage,  unarmed^ 
cannot  refift  cannon-lhot.  Accordingly,  Peru 
muft  neccffarily  have  been  fubducd,  if  even  the  do- 
meftic  diflTentions  which  then  fubverted  it  had  not 
paved  the  way  for  it*s  fubjcftion. 

This  empire,  which,' according-to  the  Spanifh^^'Jjl,"*^"^ 
hiftorian$,  had  flourilhcd  for  four  centuries  paft,  wnmeot, 

^  *  manners, 

had  been  founded  by  Manco  Capac,  and  by  his  and  an*  of 
wife  Mama  Occllo,  who  were  called  Incas,  or  aniviiof 
Lords  of  Peru.     It  has  been  conjeftured,  that  nUrdC 
thefe  tWo  perfons  might  be  the  defendants  of  cer- ' 
tain  navigators  of  Europe,  or  the  Canaries,  who' 
had  been  fllip wrecked  on  the  coafts  of  Brazil. 

To  fupporc  this  conjefture,  it  has  been  faid, 
that  the  Peruvians  divided  the  year,  as  we  doi  in- 
to three  hundred  and  fixty-fivc  days,  and  that  they 
^ad  fomc'  notion  of  aftronomy  j  that  they  were^ 
acquainted  with  the  points  of  the  horizon,' 
where  the  lun  fets  in  the  fummcr  and  winter- 
folftice,  and  in  the  equinoxes ;  marks,  which  the* 
Spaniards  deftroyed,  as  being  monuments  of  In- 
dian fuperftition.  li  has  been  afierted,  that  the 
race  of  the  Incas  was  whiter  than  that  of  the  na- 
tives of  the  country,  and  that  feveral  of  the  royal 
family  had  beards ;  and  it  is  a  know'n  fad,  that 
there  are  certain  features,  either  ill-formed,  or  re- 
gular, that  are  preferved  in  forine  families,  though 
they  do  not  conftantly  pafs  from  one  -generation 
to  another.  And  laftly,  it  has  been  faid,  that  it 
was  a  tradition  generally  diffufed  throughout  Peru, 
wd  tranfmittcd  from  age*  to  age,  that  tfieVc  would 

q  4  one 
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*  vn  ^  ^^^  ^^f  arriyc  by  fca|  men  with  beards^  and  of 
fuch  fuperiorlcy  in  arms^  that  nothing  could  refift 
them. 

If  thefc  Aiould  be  any  qf  our  readers  difpofc^l 
(p  adopt  fo  improbable  an  ppinjon,  they  niuft  nf ? 
ceiTarily  ^Wow,  phat  thpre  muft  have  cl^tfefi  ^ 
conliderable  fpace  of  time  between  the  (hipiyrecl^ 
and  the  foundation  q(  the  Peruvian  empire.  Ifthis 
be  fiot  ^dmitted^  we  cannot  explain  why  the  l.e« 
giflator  (bould  not  have  given  the  favages,  whoq;) 
he  cplleded  together^  fomp  nociop^  of  wfitiiigi 
though  he  ihould  not  himfelf  have,  been  abl^  cq 
r^ad  i  Or  why  he  ihould  not  haye  taught  (hem  fe* 
yeral  of  our  art$  and  methods  of  doing  things,  and 
pftrii£led  them  in  certain  tenets  of  hi^  rfcligjon  i 
Either  it  yf^^  not  an  European  who  founded  the 
throne  of  the  Incas,  or  we  muft  ncccfl^rily  ber 
lieve»  that  the  vefTel  pf  his  anceftor^  was  «vrecke4 
pn  the  coaft  of  America^  at  ^n  asra  fo  reaiotei 
jh^t  the  fuccceding  generatiops  mvjft  haye  for- 
go.ttern  all  the  puftoms  of  (he  pUcf  firoQ[i  whenc^^ 

.yhey  fpr^og, 

X^B  kgidators  announced  the^ifelyps  to  be 
phildren^  fen.t  by  their  fathf  r  lo  mf^e  men  good 
and  happy.  They  certainly  thpijght,  tJ^at  this 
prejudice  wpsld  in^^rpe  the  rpind$  of  the  people 
yfhofn  they  meapt  to  civiljzej  WQ^\4  elipvate  theip 
icpurage,  and  infpire  thenfi  with  greater  loye  for 
t^eir  countryj  ^qd  with  more  ppmplete  fpbmifljox) 
tp  the  laws, 

hv  was  to  a  fet  pf  naked  and  wa^idering  meoi 
"^ithojut  agricMlture,  without  indu((rys  withouc 
m  9hh9^  Wpral  id^as  that  arp  thg  iirft  tics  qf 
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/gidcty,  that  their  4ifcourfcs  were  ^ddrcffcd.  Sp(9^  '^^  vi?  ^ 
of  thefp  JDart^aq^ns,  whp  wpre  imitat^fj  by  pfjif f p^ 


a^^e^iibled  rouncj  the  legil]^or§  in  t^e  flfiqynjt^iixjHfi 
.cpuntry  of  C^fco.  ->   , 

Manco  ta.ug)it  his  new  fubjed^.tg  fqrtili^jB  ^f^f 
.earth,  tq  (pw  porn  and  puife,  ^o  ?vear  cjgth^fci 
^m^  to  provi{ije  dweiling-placfs  for  th^p^lve^ 
O^f Ijg  (hpwcd  th?i  Indian  women  ho^  to  ijptip,  ^ 
weave  cotton  and  wool ;  and  inftrucled  thgm  ift 
^^  th^  pg€upa]i:ion§  fuirabie  to  tb^irfeXj^  gpd  in  all 
thjp  ^rtspf  dompftic  opcoaonmy, 

X^^  (^dr  of  fire^  which  difpeU  the  4dfkrH>r9  j. 

that  covers  tlie  earth,  which  (ira\y$  the  curtiiin  c^f  ■ 

the  night,  and  fuddenly  difp^ji's  to  tht^  0ye^  oi 
a(tofii(hed  n^an,  the  rpoft  exten(^v^,  the  naoft  ai^-i 
guft,  an4  the  moil  plea^Gng  pf  all  fcenes  $  which  i§ 
fa|uied  4t  it's  rifing  hy  the  chearfulnefs  of  a^U 
mals,  by  the  oijCflQciy  of  birds,  and  by  i;he  hyjpn  oC 
the  being  that  is  encjowed  with  $he  facglty  of 
thinking  J  which  advance^  a?ajp(\ic?^ly  at^ove  aJA 
jheir  b^Ms }  which,  in  it's  prpgrefs  through  thq  ,     ;^ 

regions  of  the  flky,  trayerfts  an  immenfity  of  fpacc ;,  j    . 

which,  when  it  fets,  plunges^  the  univerfc  ag#n, 
into  filence  and  melancholy  i  which  diftinguiibe^ 
the  fearpns  and  the  pUmates  \  which  colle£U  and 
diffipatc§  the  fltprms ;  which  lights  up  the  thun^ 
^:fr,  and  exupguiflies  it  i  which  pours  upon  thq 
fields  the  r^ips  that  fertilizip  them,  and  upon.tho 
foxc(l5|  ihpfe  that  qoiin^iih  them  »  which  animateij 
every  thin^  by  it's  warmth,  embellilbcs  every 
thing  hy  it's  prpfenj;?,  ^n^  tbp  privation,  of  whicli 
prpducps.  in  ^U  ps^rts  a  ftate^of  Upguor  and  anni*^. 
jB[ilation:  thcfyt^^  i{i  ^  WQ^^j,  wa«  the  Qod  of  th^ 

Peru- 
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^  ^1?  ^  Peruvians ;  and  indeed  nrhat  being  is  there  in  na- 
ture more  worthy  of  the  homage  of  the  ignorant 
man^  who  is  dazzled  with  it's  iplendour,  or  of 
the  grateful  man,  on  whom  it's  benefits  are  la- 
tiOied  ?  The  worlhip  of  the  fun  was  accordingly 
inftituted.  Temples  were  built  to  this  deity,  and 
human  facrifices  were  abolifhed.  The  defcend- 
ehts  of  the  legiflators  were  the  only  priefts  of  the 
Aation. 

'  The  laws  pronounced  the  pain  of  death  againfir 
murder,  theft,  and  adultery.  Few  other  crimes 
were  treated  with  the  fame  fcverity.  Polygamy 
was  prohibited.  No  one  was  allowed  to  have 
concubines  except  the  emperor,  and  that  becaufe 
the  race  of  the  fun  could  not  be  too  much  multi« 
plied*  Thefe  concubines  were  feleded  from 
among  the  virgins  confecrated  to  the  temple  of 
Cufco,  who  were  all  of  his  own  race. 

A  MOST  wife  inftitution  enjoined  that  a  young 
man>  who  ihould  commit  a  fault,  ihou|d  be 
fiightly  punilhed;  but  that  his  father  fhould  be 
refponfible  for  him.  Thus  it  was  that  found  mo* 
rals  were  always  inculcated  by  a  good  educa- 
tion. 

*  There  was  no  indulgence  for  idlenefs,  which 
Was  confidered,  with  reafon,  as  the  fource  of  al| 
crimes.  Thofe^  who  from  age  and  infirmities 
were  rendered  unfit  for  labour,  were  Vnaintained 
at  the  public  charge ;  but  on  condition  that  they 
ftioitld  prcfcrvc  the  cultivated  lands  froip  th? 
birds.  All  the  citizens  were  obliged  to  make 
their  own  clothes,  to  raife  their  own  dwellings,' 
and  to  fabricate  •  their  own*  inftruments  of  agri- 

culturCf 
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•culture.    Evcfy  fep9rate  familjr  kaew  how  to  ■  ®  f  ^ 
fopply  it's  own  w^nts. 

The  Peruvians  were  enjoined  to  love  one  an* 
0ther>  and  every  circomftancc  induced  them  to  it, 
Thofe  comnfK)n  labours^  which  were  .always  en- 
livened by  agreeable  fongs ;  the  objcft  itfelf  of 
thefe labours,  which  was  to  aflift every  onewho had 
occaflonfor  fuccour  j  that  apparel  that  was  made 
fey  ybiing  women  devoted  to  the  worfhip  of  the  fun, 
and  diftributcd  by  the  empcroifs  officers  to  the 
poor/  to  the  aged,  and  to  orphans  j  that  union 
^hich  muft  ncceffarily  reign  in  the  dccuries,  where 
evrty  one  was  mutually  infpired  wirfi  refpect  for 
dieiaws,  and  with  the  love  of  virtue,  becaufe  the 
-puniftiments,  that  were  inBsded  ibr  the  faults  of 
one  individual  fell  on  (he  whole  body;  that  cuftona 
of  regafding  each  other  as  menibers  of  one  (ingle 
^miljr,  which  was  the  empire ;  all  thefe  circum* 
ftances  united,  rhaintained  among  the  Peruvians 
concord,  benevolence,  patriorifm,  and  a  certain 
public  fpirit ;  and  contributed,  as  much  as  pol^ 
fible,  to  fubftfttite  the  moft  fublime  and  amiable 
virtues,  in  lieu  of  perfonal  intercft,  of  the  fpirit 
of  property,  and  of  the  ufu&l  incentives  employed 
by  other  legiflators. 

Thess  virtues  were  rewarded  with  marks  of 
diftin€tion,  as  much  as  if  they  had  been  fervicos 
'  rendered  to  the  country.  Thofe  who  had  figna* 
Iteed  themfelves  by  an  exemplary  cbndudl,  or  l^y 
My  diftinguilhed  a(5tipn8  of  advantage  to  the 
.public  good,  wore,  as.  a  mark  of  ornament, 
floth^s  wrotight  by  the  family  of>the  Incas.    It  is 

very 
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^  very  probabh  that  thofe-ftatpcs,  mhidi  the  Sf>a- 
niards  pretended  that  they  found  in  the  cen>pk&of 
4be  fiin»  and  B^lck  they  t&ok  for  idol%,  v^cre  the 
ftatues  of  mec>  'who,  t^f  the  giteatiief$  of  their 

,  talents»  or  6y  a  life  rei^kte  wi^  j|Iaiii't<His  .^iom* 
iiad  merited  theJboiuageor  love  of  their  fcllaw*- 
^tizcns.  ... 

These  great  mtn  were  tifo  ufoally  ihe  fubfe^^^ 
jof  poems  compofed  by  t^e  fao^ly  of  f^^  lacai^  £9^ 
^hc  ittftrudicm  of  ihe  people. 

There  was  another  fpeckis  of  ^try  coaducive 
^o  morality.  At  Cufco,  and  io  all  the  oth^r  towtwi 
jttf  P'enJ,  tragedies  and  comedies.  ^ ere  pe<^fotf?ied^ 
^he  firft  were  leflfon?  of  duty  tcthcpriefts*  walv 
riors;^  judges,  arid  perfons  of.  diftin^tioffA  ^and  r^ 
prefentcd  to  them  models  of  |>uyic  virtv^f  Co*- 
wedies  fcrycd  for  iaftru£tion*ip:p«^fons  of  i»Cfriv 
ruik>  and  taught  tiMni)  the  exercif^^  of  priv^fip 
virtues,  and  eyep  of  dpmdtic  .qwcoaoa^iy^ 

The  whole  "ftate  was  diftrifctttcd  knm  d«curji^> 

-vich  an  officer  that  was  apfK^ioMd  t0:l«q(Kriaten4 

'ten  famines  that  were  jin]rriifted^rip  hlrn»  A  -f^ 
per^r  officer  bad  die  fame  in^e^ipn  o^rer^fi^ 
families  I  otkefs<^?er  a  hundfedt  $w  hufM|re<^  zf^ 
z  thoufand. 

Thb  decuriojis,  and  the  <Klmr  fi^rtnte|)j!ing 
offiee/s,  vp  to  the  faperintenidiaiji  c^  a  thoufand> 

-were  oUiged  to  give  an  acco^oeto  the  latter  <^f^l 
actions  whether  good  or  bady  to  folicit  puniifa- 

■  ments  and  rewards  for  f ach,  and  to  give  imformji- 

rtion  if  there  were  any  /^ant  of  provifion^i  clorfiesji 
©r  corn,  for  the  year.    The  fnpertntendant  of  »a 

'thoufand  made  bis  repdrt  tp  the  miniiter  c^*  the 
Inca* 
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He  h4Ki  fehkrm  atif  cacrfc  <^  compUint  againfl;  Br  t>  o  h* 
the  part  of  cIk  nation  intraftod  ta  Ivts  care«  In  a 
country,  where  all  the  laws  were  thought  to  bt 
pne&n&cd  bys  the  Rm>  Md  Ptkcvc  the  leaft  in<* 
friaggmciit  of  them  was  confidcred  as  a  facflk^e^ 
thtfe  If smigrdKom  irwift  have  been  very  uncom- 
mon. When  fuch  a  misfort«»e  happened^  the 
g«iUcy  pc^foos  went  of  their  own  accord  to  reveal 
fheiT' moft  fireret  (alifesy  and  t^  (blicit  permiffion 
tot  expiate  tkem.  Thefi^  people  told  the  Spaniards, 
ihsit  tkePt  mwcw  had  beea  one  man  of  the  faimiy 
of  the  Incas  who  ha:d  defer ved  puni(hment« 

Th£  iaaids  of  the  kingdom,  that  were  fuf- 
ceptible  of  cultiv^acion^  wtre^divided  into  three 
partsy  one  appropriated  to  the  fun,  arKKher  to  the 
Inca,  aad  a«  third  to  the  people^  The  6r(l  were 
cukimted  in  common,  as  wene  likewi(e/the  Iand9 
of  orphait$^  of  wJtioi?(rs,  of  old  men,  of  theaq* 
firm),  and  of  chO'foidieFs  who  were  with  the  army« 
Thefe  were  (mlti<^»j  imianiediately  afcer  the  land^ 
appfopHatfed  to  the  fon^  and  befoi^  thofe  of  the 
emperor^  The  feafoir  of  this  labour  was  announce4 
bf  fe^iv^h%  irwas  begun  and  continued  with  thit^ 
Attndd  of  moiicajl  inftruments;  and  the  qhandng  of 
hymns. 

Ta«'  ^ainpcTor  levied  no  tribute ;  and  exacted 
flowing  from  hisi  fubjeds,  but  that  tbey  (bouUi 
cuitiMte'hiskind^^'  die- wholer  produce  of  which; 
being  depofited  in  public  magazinbs^  was  fufficki^ 
to  defray  d\  the  exffences^  of  the  eoipire. 

The  hnds  dcdicrated  to  the  fun  pirovided  for 
the  mafntetiatlcl!'of  rile  pricftg,-  the  fupport  of  the 
ttmples,^  Mfid  ofi  eveiy  dftrtg  that  concerned  pDb** 

lie 
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•  vi?  "^  ^'^  worfliip.  They  were  partly  cultivated  by 
princes  of  the  royal  familyi  clad  in  their  richeft 
habits. 

With  regard  to  the  lands  that  were  in  the  pof* 
fefiion  of  individuals,  they  were  neither  heredttaryi 
nor  even  eftates  for  life  i  the  divifion  of  them  was 
continually  varying^  artd  was  regulated  with  ftriA 
equity  according  to  the  number  of  perfons  which 
compofcd  every  family.  There  was  no  other 
wealth  but  what  arofe  from  the  pfoduee  of  the 
fields,  the  temporary  enjoyment  of  which  was  all 
that  was  granted  by  the  ftate. 

Trits  cuftonfi  of  moveable  pofTeflions  has  been 

tiniverfally  cenfured  by  men  of  underftanding.   It 

has  been  their  general  opinion^  that  a  nation  would 

Aever  rife  to  any  degree  of  power  or  greatnefsi 

but  by  (ixcd^  and  even  hereditary  property*    If 

It  were  not  for  the  firfl:  of  thefe,  we  fhould  fee  On 

the  globe  only  wandering  and  naked  favagesj^mi^ 

ferably  fubfifting  on  fuch  fruits  and  vegetables 

Its  are  the  fole  and  fcaoty  production  of.  rude 

nature.     If  it  were  not  for  the  lecondj  every  in^ 

dividual  would  live  only  for  himfelfi  mankind 

would  be  deprived  of  every  permanent  advantagCi 

which ''paternal  affection,  the  love  of  a  familjr 

name,  and  the  inexpreflible  delight  we  feel  in  aft^ 

ing  for  the  good  of  pofterity  urge  us  to  purfue^ 

The  fyftem  of  fome  bold  fpecqlators^  who  havf 

i^garded  property,  and  particularly  that  fpecies 

of  it  which -is  hereditary,  as  an  ufurpation  of 

fome  members  of  fociety  over  others,  is  refuted 

by  the  fate  of  all  thofe  inftitutions  in  which  their 

principles  have  been  reduced  to  practice.    Thefe 

ftatc« 


ftatcs  have  aU  fallen  to  riiin,:  after  having  JaK-?.^^^  * 
guiihed  for  fome  time  in  a  (late  of  depqpuktion 
and  anarchy. 

If  Peru  hath  not  ihared  the  fame  fate,  it  is 
ptdbthly  becaufe  the  Incasj  not  knowing  the  ufe 
of  infipoftsj  and  having  only  commodities  in  kind 
tp  fupply  the .  neceffi ties  of  government, .  muft 
have  been  obliged  to  ftgdy  how  f;o  multiply  thphn^ 
They  were  afiifted  in  the  elcecution  of  this  projeft 
by  their  niinifter$>  by  inferior  officersj  and  by 
ihefoldiers  themfelvesy  who  received  nothing  but 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  for  their  fpbfiftence  and  the 
fupport  of  ttieirrank.  {ience  ar^fb  a  concinvai 
ibikitude  to .  iofrreafe  thefe  prpdu^lioi^St  This 
J^tenti(>n  oiight  b^ve  for  IV%  principal  obje&  thc^ 
introduAion  of  plenty  into  the  lands  of  the  iove- 
feign  1  but  hi$  pati;imony  was  fb  mixed  and  cqnr 
ibuoded  yfiti}  that  of  his  fybje^s,  that  it  w^  nof 
pofTible  to  fertilize  the  one  without,  fertiliziiig  thf^ 
other.  The  people,  encouraged  by  thefe*ad^an-i 
tagesi  which  left  little  icope  to  (heir.induftry^ 
applied  themfelves  to  labours,  which  t^ie  nature 
of  their  foil,  of.  their  clioiate^  and  of  iheir.con* 
iumptions,  reoder^fl  ycry  eafy.  But  nptwith- 
fianding  all  thefe  advantages;  notwithftaoding 
the  ever  aftivc  vigUance  of  the  nugiftrate  j  not*- 
yithftandittg  the  certainty .  tb4t  their  harvefi^ 
Vpuld  never  be  ravaged  by  a  turtfulent  neigh^ 
l^^ur.i  the  Peruvians  never  enjoyed  any  thing 
ijiore  than  the  mere  neceflaries  of  life^  We  may 
venture  to  affert,  that  they  would  have  ac.qyire4 
die  means  of  diverfifying  and  extending  their  en- 
joy men|s<i  if  their  talents  had  been  excited  by  the 

intro- 
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*  vii^  *  iRftrbduftion  of  rented,  trtnsferable^  md  heredi^ 
tary  ^opcrty. 

The  Pcruviaris,  though  at  thtf  vcty  ftwrcd  of 
gold  and  filler,  knew  not  the  ufe  of  coin.  They 
had  not,  properly  fpeaking;  any  kind  of  coim-i 
<nerte  jf  and  the  more  mimite  af tsTi  wfjifthf  0^6 
their  exfftence  to  the  inmnedme  wnnts  of  focral 
life,  were  m  a  very  imperfeA  date  among  them^ 
AU  chtrr  fciencc  confifted  in  rtiemory,  dl  thc?r 
induftry  in  example.  They  learnt  their  religion 
and  th^ir  hifflfory  by  hyrnAs^  md  fhtit  duties  and 
profefllions  by  labour  and  itnicatioflP.  -  ' 

Their  legiflation  was  tmdonbtedly  ^ery  ittf-* 
perfeft  and  linritcd,  fince  it  fuppofed  th*  prJAtrf 
iiiways^juft  and  infaaHble,-  ahd  the  M^giftrateS 
piftfieffed  of  as  much  integrity  atf  thi  pi*ineci 
iinc^  hod  only  tli^  monarch,  but  his  d^pufifs,  4 
fopfeririteridarit  of  ten,-  of  a  hundred,  or  6f  a  thoU-' 
15i«d,  might  change  at  pfcafurc  tlic  deftination  dt 
puhiifefrientff and  rewards.  Among  fiich  a  people, 
deprived'  of  the  ineftimafelc  advantage  of  writings* 
ifKfe  witeft  kws-,  being  dcftitute  of  evtry  principle 
of  lability,  rtiiift  inleflfiWy  be  corrupted,  M^itli-^ 
out!  ^^V6  being  any  iheYhod  of  rdRfoAng  th^m  tcf 
jfetir  pritt^idve  charaften- 

Tiri  cbutltciTxiife  of  thcTe  dkngfert  i*r^'r  found'  irf 
tttelf  abfoRue  ignorance  of  gbld*  aWd  filver  c6in  / 
an  ignoranc'e  which',  iri  a  Pcrxivltin  d<Jfp6t',Tiinddr<tfdf 
rhe*  fatal  jialfiori  of  amatTih^  riches  impoflibtc;  tfl 
i^ras  foUrtd  inthc  coriflfit'utiori  of  the  empire;  whlcll* 
Aad  fiVtfd  fh'cf  aniourifof  the' foverc5gn*s  rcvcnu^^ 
Bj;ffetyiMgthd  portion  of^  lands  that  belonged  to 
fe*.    IV  ^aVibutad  iri  the  extrdiicry  fniallnum^ 

ber 
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ber  and  moderate  nature  of  the  wants  of  the  ^  00  k 
people^  whicn>  being  eauly  gratified^  rendered 
them  happy  and  atcaiched  to  the  government* 
It  was  found  in  the  influence  of  their  religious 
opinions^  which  made  the  obfervatioh  of  the  laws 
a  matter  of  confcience.  Thus  was  the  defpotifm 
of  the  Incas  founded  on  a  mutual  confidence  be- 
tween the  fovereign  and  the  people;  a  confidence^ 
which  refultcd  from  the  beneficence  of  the  prince, 
from  the  conftant  prote&ion  he  granted  to  all  his 
fubjedts^  and  from  the  evident  intcreft  they  had  to 
continue,  in  obedience  to  him, 

A  SPIRIT  of  pyrrhonifm,  which  hath  fuccecdcd 
to  a  blind  credulity^  and  hath  been  fometimes 
carried  to  unjuftifiable  lengths,  hath  for  fome  time 
endeavoured  to  raife  objedlions  to  what  has  been 
juft  related  of  the  laws,  manners,  and  happinefs, 
of  ancient  Peru.  This  account  hath  appeared  to 
ibme  phjloibphers  as  chimerical,  and  formed  only 
by  the  naturally  romantic  imagination  of  a  few 
Spaniards.  But  among  the  dellroyers  of  this 
diftinguiftied  part  of  the  New  World,  was  there  a 
Angle  ruffian  fufficiently  enlightened  to  invent  a 
fable  fo  confifVent  in  all  it's  parts  ?  Was  there  any 
one  among  them  humane  enough  to  wifh  to  do  ir, 
bad  he  even  been. equal  to  the  tafk  ?  Would  he 
not  rather  have  been  reftrained  by  the  fear  of  in* : 
creafing  that  hatred,  which  fo  many  cruelties  had 
brought  on  his  country  throughout  the  whole 
world  ?  Would  not  the  fable  have  been  contra- 
dicted by  a  multitude  of  witnefies,  who  would 
have  feen  the  contrary  of  what  was  publifhed 
with  fo  much  pomp  ?  The  unanimous  teflimony. 
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'  *it,^  ^  ^  coteimorary  writers,  aad  of  tfaetr  imondiittt 
fucceflbrsj  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  ftrongcit 
hiftorical  demofiAnECiofi  that  can  fofUblj  be 
defired« 

Let  us  therefbre  no  longer  oonfidrr^  as  the 
offspring  of  a  wild  imagination,  tUs  account  of  a 
iucccffion  of  wife  Ibrereigns,  and  of  a  (ertes  of 
generations  among  imaokind  exifting  withoot  re- 
proach. Let  OS  rather  deplore  the  fate  of  chcfe 
people^  and  not  envy  them  the  £ul  remembrance 
of  tkis  honoor.  It  is  enough  to  have  <}apriv^ 
them  of  the  advantages  which  they  tnjoffcA^  mtAk-^ 
out  adding  the  bsfends  of  calumny  to  tllfc  mean- 
nefs  of  avarice,  the  outrages  of  ambition,  and 
the  rage  of  fanatici&n«  It  is  to  be  wiibed  that 
this  beautiful  sera  rrtay  be  renewed,  ^Ibon^  or 
later,  in  feme  quarter  of  the  globe. 

We  (hall  not  jullify  with  the  fame  confidenoe 
thofe  accounts,  which  the  conquerors  of  Peru 
publiflied  concerning  the  grandeur  and  magnifi- 
cence of  the  nrionuments  of  all  kinds  that  they  had 
found  there.  The  dcfire  of  adding  greater  luftre 
to  the  glory  of  their  trixnnplis  might  poffiWy  raif- 
lead  them.  Perhaps,  without  being  convinced 
themfelvcs,  they  ftudied  to  impofe  on  their  own' 
country  and  on  foreign  nations-  The  firft  tefti^ 
monies,  and  thofe  even  were  contr^diAory,  havr 
been  invalidated  by  fucceeding  accounts,  and  at 
length  totally  deftroyc4  when  men  of  enlightened 
underftandigs  bod  vifited  this  celebrated  part  of 
the  new  h«mifphere. 

We  moft,  thorefforej  confider  as  febnloui  the! 
report  of  that  prodigious  mukicude  of  towns  buiis 
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.tyjth  ip  mufh  lalpogr  aQd  cxpence.     If  tbert  were.®  ^^^  ^ 

ifo  iiiaay  fuperb  cities  in  Peru,  why  do  none  exift 

except  Cufco  apd  ,  Quito,  befidc  thofc  the  con- 

qup-or  built  ?   Whence  conned  it  that  we  fcai-cc 

fi<nd  any  where,  except  in  the  vallies  of.Capillas 

.and  of  Pachacaoiac,  the  ruins  of  thofe  of  which 

fuch  exaggei^ated   defcriptions  have  been  ptib- 

jifced  ?  ,Tbe  people  muft  therefore  have  been  dif- 

perfed  over  the  country)  and  indeed  it  was  im- 

poiljble  it  ihoi4d  have  been  Qtherwife  in  a  region 

where  there  were  neither  tenants,  nor  artifts>  nor 

tnerchanCs^    nor  great  ptoprietors^    and  whejje 

-  tillage,  was  the  fole  or  the  principal  occupation  of 

^all  men* 

We  mull  copfidet-  as  fabulous  the, account  of 
ithofe  majeftic  palaces^  dejftined  for  the  acqommo-' 
.dation^of  the  Inc^s^  in  the  place  of  their  refidence 
.|ind  on- their  travels.  As  far  as  it  is  poilible  to 
judge  through  thdfe  heaps  of  ruins  which  have 
been  ftirred  up  fuch  an  infinite  number  of  times  by 
the  hand  of  avarice^  in  expectation  of  finding 
treafures.  ampilg  them^  the. royal  manfions  had 
i^either  majefty  nor  ornament.  They  difiTered 
^pnly  in  extent  and  thicknefs  from  the  ordinary 
buildings,  which  .were  conftruAed  with  reeds> 
with  wood,  with  cpmpadled  earth,  and  withrou^h 
ftones  without  any  cement^  according  to  the  nature 
pf  the  climatC)  or  the  vicinity  of  the  materials. 

We  muft  cpnfider  as  fabulous  the  relation  of 
thofe  fortified  places  which  defended  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  empire.     There  were  undoubtedly 
fome  of  thefe.     The  Lower  Peru  ftill  prefents  ua 
.with  the  ryins  of  two  of  them  fituated  upoi^ 
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^  rtiduntains,  tht  one  conftruftcd  with  earth,,  the' 
other  with  the  trunks  of  trees.  It  is  fuppofed 
that  they  were  furntihed  with  ditches,  and  with 
three  walls,  one  commanding  the  other.  This 
was  fufficient  to  contain  the  conquered  people, 
and  to  check  the  incurfions  of  neighbours  that 
were  not  very  formidable.  But  thefe  means  of 
defence  could  be  of  no  avail  asrainft  the  valour 
and  the  arms  of  the  Europeans.  Neither  were  the 
fortreltcjs  of  the  Upper  Peru,  though  built  of 
ftone,  better  calculated  for  this  purpofe.  M.  de 
la  Condamine,  who  vifited,  with  that  fcrupulous 
attention  that  diftinguifhed  him,  the  fort  of 
Cannar,  which  is  the  bcft  prefcrved,  and  the  mod 
confiderable  after  that  of  Cufco,  found  it  to  be  of 
very^fmall  extent,  and  only  ten  feet  high.  A 
people  who  had  nothing  but  their  arms  to  aflift 
them  in  carrying  or  dragging  the  moft  bulky 
materials,  and  who  were  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of 
leavers  and  puUies,  could  not  poffibly  execute  any 
greater  defigns. 

We  muft  confider  as  fabulous  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  aquedufls  and  refcrvoirs  that  are  faid  to 
have  been  comparable  to  the  moft  magnificent 
monuments  of  the  fame  kind  tranfmitted  to  us 
.  from  the  antients.  Neceflity  had  taught  the  Pe- 
ruvians to  dig  trenches  round  the  mountains,  and 

•  upon  the  flopes  of  hills,  and  canals  and  ditches 
,  in  the  valleys,  in  order  to  make  their  lands  fruit- 

•  ful  which  were  not  fertilized  by  the  rains,  and  to 
bring  w^ter  for  their  own  ufe,  when  they  had 
never  thought  of  conftrufting  wells  for  this  pur- 

^pofe :  but  thefc  works  of  earth  or  dry  ftone  had 
1  nothing 
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nothing  remarkable  in  them  j  nothing  that  could  ^  ^^  ^ 
imply  the  Qighteft  knowlege  of  hydraulics. 

We  mail  alfo  confider  )is.  fabulous  the  difplay 
of  thofe  fupcrb  roads  which  rendered  .communi- 
cation fo  eafy.  The  great  roads  of  Peru  were 
nothing  more  .than  two  rows  of  ftakes  difpofed  in 
a  line,  and  intended  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to 
point  out  the  way  to  travellers.  There  was  no 
road  of  any  confcquence,  except  that  which  bore 
the  name  of  the  Incas,  and  which  traverfed  the 
whole  empire.  This,  whjch  was  the  nnoft  beau- 
tiful monument  of  Peru,  was  entirely  deftroyed 
during  the  civil. wars  of  the  conquerors, 

Wb  muft  alio,  confider  as  fabulous  what  has  been 
faid  of  thofe  bridges  which  are  fo  much  boafted 
of.  How  could  the  Peruvians,  who  were  ignorant 
of  the  method  of  conftrudling  arches,  and  knew 
not  the  ufe  of  lime,  raife  (ione  bridges  ?  It  is 
certain,  however,  that-  the  traveller  was  continu- 
ally  flopped  m  his  pafl^g^^  by  a  great  number  of 
torrents  he  met  with  among  thcfe  regions.  To 
overcome  this  great  obftacle,  it  was  contrived  to 
put  together  feven  or  eight  cables,  or  even  a 
greater  number  nrtade  of  oficr,  to  fatten  them 
with  other  fmaller  cords,  to  coyer  them  with  the 
branches  of  trees,  and  with  earth  i  and  to  fi^c 
thend  ftrongly  to  the  oppofite  banks.  Rivers  that 
were  larger  and  lefs  rapid,  were  croffed  in  fmall 
failing  boats  which  tacked  about  with  celerity. 

We  muft  alfo  confider  as  fabulous,  the  wonders 
related  of  the  quipoSy  which  were,  among  the 
Peruvians^  a  fubftitute  to  the  art  of  writing  that 
yyas  un{(npw'n  to  them*    Thefe  wercj  as  it  hath 
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B  ^.P  K  bttrf  liiai  rcgifttrs  madc'dP  dord^,  in  ^Bleh  dift 
ferent' kinds  of^  kilbts  atid  yatibus  colours^  point- 
ed out  the  fafts,  the  retncmbi'ahtc  of  which  it 
was  cither  inrtportant  or  ag|recable  to  prefei*vei 
thcfe  records  were  k^pt  by  depofitarieb  of  confi- 
dence s^ppointed'  by  publit  authority.  It  might 
perhaps  b't  rafli  in  us  to*  alflrm,  that  thiffe  kirids 
pf  hieroglyphics,  of  t^hich  ifrc  havfe  ritvcr  had 
any  but  ob/fcure  defcri'peibnlsi  could  not  poffibl'y 
throw  any  light  upon  paft  evert ts;  But,  when  wfe 
pbfcrvc  the  many  errb^s  thsft  infinuate  themfclVcS! 
tnto  out  hiftoricsV  rtotwithftand?ng'  the  great  fii*- 
cility  pf  jfyoidlng  them,  We  f^all  fcarcc  be  tn^ 
dihj^d  to  thinks  that  annals,  of  fo  fihgular  a  nature 
^s  thofef  we  have  beerf  mentioning,  cPukt  ever 
Werff  much  confidence. 

The  Spaniards  do  not  defcrvcf  more  credit; 
when  they  tell  Us  of  tholi  baths  that  vfrere  mad^ 
pf  filver  and  gold,  a^  ^^\  zs  the  pipes  that  fup* 
plied  them  j  of  thofc  gi^^ns  fulf  of  trees,  th« 
flowers  of  which  were  pf  lilver,  and  the  fruit  of 
gold,  and  where  thfc  eye,  being  deteivcd,  mif- 
took  art  for  nature  5  of  thofe  fields  of  maize,  the 
ftems  of  which  werfc  of  fiivef,  and  the  ears  of 
gold ;  of  thofe  baflb-relievos,  in  \irfiieh  the  herbi 
^nd  plants  wt^e  fp  admirably  exhibitedi  that  who- 
ever faw  was  tempted  to  gather  thfem  5  of  thofe 
drefles  covered  over  with  grariis  of  gold  mori 
delicate  than  the  feed  of  pearl,  and  the  workman- 
|hip  of  whieh  the -ableft  artifls  of  Eqropfe  cduld 
hot  have  equalled.  We  Ihall  nbt  fay,  that  thfcfii 
works  were  not  worthy  fo  be  preftrVed,  becauft 
iphey  never  have  been.    If  the  Gftek  ftatuarles  lA 

their 
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thmt  compofitions  had  only  afnpfoycd  precioiJS  ^  ^^^  ^ 
metsts,  it  is  probable  tliaii  few  of  t^he  capital  proT 
duAions  of  Greece  would  have  reached  us,  But^ 
if  wc  may  judge  of  what  bath  perilhed  by  what 
fttil  remains>  we  may  be  certain  that  the  Peru^ 
vinns  h«d  made  ao  {n'ogfefa  in  drawing*  Th^ 
yn&s,  which  have  efeape4  thr  ravages  bf  t\m^^ 
may  itrrre  as  a  figMl  proof  of  the  patiea<:e  of  tht^ 
Indhais  -,  but  they  wiU  never  b^  coAQdered  as  mot. 
swnettts  of  thek  genius.  Some  %ures  of  zaW 
m^\$9  and  of  infeds*  in  mafiive  gold>  which  wcjrf 
l^ng  pcefci'vcd  in  the  trwiujry  of  Qjiiw>  ^werenot 
WOTi  pscrfe^k*  -We  eaninw  ai»y  longer  judge  of 
th«<t^  1  for  they  were  .mdted  down,  i»  1740*  m 
prder  (Q'furniih  fupqours  for  C^rths^ena^  th^l 
w^  the9  befieged  by  flhe  f^ngliih  s  and  there  wa$ 
|H»f  fouod  in  3^1  Peir^  4  Spaniard  curious  enough 
to  piKchale  a  fingjc  pie;:e  at  the  bare  weight. 

Ipt^QH  what  hath  be^n  fatd^  it  appears  clearly^ 
liiat  thf  Peruvaaas  had  made  feat ce  any  advance^ 
^B  the  ^ftra£^  fcieqces.  jMoA  of  them  depend  o^ 
the  pirqgrcfs  of  thfi  ?^rts,^  apd  thefe  ags^ip  on  acci- 
d^t)t|5  which  nature  producer  only  ifi  ^  courfe  qf 
ieveral  ccnturi^^  ^nd  of  which  the  greateft  part 
are  loft  apaong  peof^e  yr^p  have  no  intercqurfii 
with  enlightened  o^ian^ 

Ir  we  redvce  41  thfih  accents  tQ  the  Rfn^U 
Ifiith^we  ihall  find  chat  the  PopuvUi^  bad  arrived  af 
theartof  fufioggbldaadfilvier,  ^d  of  working  them* 
Wkh  thefe  metals  they  made  ornaments,  mod  of 
^vhicfa  were  very  thin^  for  thfi  arms,  for  the  neck;, 
for  die  noie^  aini  for  the  cars  i  adad  hoUow  ftatues, 
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®  VI?  ^  ^'^  ^^  ^^^  piece,  which,  whether  they  were  canred 
or  caft  in  a  mould,  had  no  greater  degree  of 
thickncfs.  Vafes  were  feldom  made  of  thefe  rich 
materials.  Their  ordinary  vafes  were  of  very  fine 
clay,  eafily  wrought,  and  of  the  fizc  and  figure 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  def- 
tined.  Weights  were  not  unlcnow'n  among  them, 
and  fcales  are  difcovered  from  time  to  time,  the 
bafons  of  which  are  of  filver,  and  which  are  in  the 
Ihapc  of  an  inverted  cone.  Two  kinds  of  ftone 
were  u(ed  as  looking-glaflfes ;  the  one  was  foft,  the 
other  hard  $  one  was  entirely  opaque,  the  other 
had  a  fmall  degree  of  traniparency  j  one  was  black, 
the  other  of  a  lead  colour :  it  had  been  contrived 
to  give  them  a  fufficicnt  polifh  to  reflcft  objefts. 
Wool,  cotton,  and  the  barRs  of  trees,  were  woven 
by  thefe  people  into  a  cloth  more  or  lefs  compaft, 
and  more  or  lefs  coarfe,  which  was  ufed  for  wear- 
ing-apparel, and  of  which  houfehold  furniture  was 
even  made.  ,  Thefe  ftufFs,  and  cloths,  were  dyed 
black,  blue,  and  red,  by  means  of  the  arnotto, 
by  different  plants,  and  by  a  kind  of  wild  bean 
that  grows  in  the  mountains.  Their  emeralds 
were  cut  in  all  forts  of  forms.  Thofe  that  have 
been  often  taken  out  of  the  tombs,  moft  of  which 
are  in  elevated  fituations,  where  citizens  of  dif* 
tinftion  were  buried  with' whatever  they  pofleiTed 
that  was  rare,  t)rove  that  thefe  precious  ftones  were 
more  perfcft  here  than  they  have  been  found  to  be 
any  where  elfe.  Sometimes,  by  fortunate  chance, 
pieces  of  workmanfhip  arc  difcovered  in  red  and 
yellow  copper,'  aiid  others  which  partake  of  both 
colours  i  from  whence  it  hath  been  concluded^ 

' tha? 
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that  the  Peruvians  were  acquainted  with  the  ^rtpf  ^  ^^^  ^ 
mixing  metals.  One  more  important  matter  iS|  v  .-.^?gi,ij 
that  this  copper  never  rufts,  and  never  colle&$ 
any  verdigreafe ;  which  feems  to  prove^  that  the 
Indians  mixed  fometfaing  in  the  preparing  of  it, 
which  had  the  property  of  preferving  it  from  thefe 
fatal  inconveniences.  :  It  is  to  be.  regretted  that 
the  ufeful  art  of  tempering  it  in  this  manner  has 
been  loft,  cither  from  want  of  encouraging  the  na« 
tives  of  the  country,  or  from  the  contempt  which 
the  conquerors  had  for  every  thing  that  had  no 
concern  with  their  pafllon  for  riches. 

But  with  what  inftruments  were  thefe  works 
executed,  among  *a  people  who  .were  unac- 
quainted with  iron,  which  is  Jboked  upon  with 
reafon  as  the  foundation  of  all  the  arts  ?  No* 
thing  has  beea- prefer ved  In  the  private  houfes, 
nor  hath  any  thing  been  difcovered  among 
the  public  monuments,  or  in  the  tombs,  which 
can  .^ive  information  fufficient  to  folve  .this  pro-^ 
blem..  Perhaps  the  hammers  and  mallets  that  were 
ufed,  were  madeof  fome  fubftance  that  time  may 
have  either  deftroyed  or  disfigured.  If  we  will 
not  admit  of  this  conjefturc,  we  muft  conclude, 
that  all  the  workmanihip  was  executed  with  thofe 
hatchets  of  copper,  which  alfo  fervcd  the  people 
for  arms  in  battle.  In  this  cafe,  labour,  time^ 
and  patience,  muft  have  fupplied  among  the  Pe- 
ruvians the  deficiency  of  tools. 

It  was  alfo,  perhaps,  with  hatchets  of  copper  or 
flint,  and  by  inceffant  fridion,  that  they  contriv- 
ed to  cut  ftones,  to  fquare  them,  to  make  them 
Htnfwer  to  each  other,  to  give  them  the  fame  height, 
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•  ^^  *  md  to  join  thcfti  wifhouc  czmMu  Unfortuaatcljr 
Vp^yw  thefe  iAftrutnents  had  oot  the  ftme  efibfi  on  wood» 
AS  they  had  upon  ftooc^  Tl^us  h  happened  that 
the  fame,  mosk  ^o  fbaped  obe  granite^  and  who 
drilled  the  eateraU,.  nev«rkneir  hoiy  ta  join  linn 
ber  by  niortifcs^  tenons,  and  piioa  i  it  waa  faftisn^ 
ed  ta  the  walls  .  odly  by  rufkes.  The  oiofl  re« 
markable  bualdings  had  onlf  a  covering  of  thatch^ 
fiipportcd  t^  polffs,  like  the  teus  of  our  ainiies^ 
They  bad  but  one  flcor>  and  no  light  except  by 
the  entrance,  and  they  confifted  oaly  of  detached 
apartments,  .that  had  no  CQmmumcarion  wiAb 
f  ach  othar. 
The  fab.         But  whatever  were  the  afts  which  the  Spa- 

jc^oa  of  ^ 

Peru  is  the  niards  found  in  the  country  of  Peru,  thefe  Barbae 
^moft  rians  were  no  foooer  mafters  of  this  vaft  empinj 
uST'be!""'  than  they  difputed  die  fpoik  of  it  with  aU  Ac  rags 
tweenit'8  n^htch  thcif  foft  CQipkuts  annoiuced.  Thefeeda 
of  thefe  diinfiona  had  been  fbnr'n  by  Pisanro  hittb-i 
felf^  who^  when  he  went  inca  Enrope  to  prepare 
for  a  fecond  expedition  ifltR>  the  SkHith  Seas,,  had 
prevailed  upon  the  nuniftry  to  give  him  a  great 
fuperiority  over  Alinagro*  .  The  facrifice  ^f  what 
he  had  obtained  from  a  temporary  favour,  had 
contributed  to  peconcile  him  with  his  colleague^ 
who  had  been  juftly  mcenfed  at  thi$  perfidy ;  but 
the  divifion  of  Atabaiipa's  ranfom  irritated  again 
thefe  two  haughty  and  rapacious  robbers.  A  dif* 
pute, which  arofe  concerning  the  limits  of  their  re- 
%cftive  governments,  completed  their  ankhofity, 
and  this  extreme  hatred  was  attended  with  th^ 
moft  deplorable  confequcnccs. 


Civic  vrart  ufuaHy'  originate  in  tyranny  and  •  ^^  ^ 
dinarchy.  In  *  ftatc  of  anafrcHy^  tHe  pcoplft  dfvidfc 
riicrtifdves  into  frfmU  p^rtieSi.  Eaclvpewy  fa^tioni 
fi^th^  ifkr  demagogue  r  each  harfi  it*k  prcdenfions^ 
bd  diey  wife  or  extmys^tit,  unanimous  or  contrary 
dS3:bry,  without  thcitBcimgflcnow'h.  A  numbcrof 
Cbnfufcdclarnodfs  arife:  THefirftftrokcf  isfoliovrcd 
by  a*  thotrfand  others  r  antt  the  peopfe  dcftroy 
estch'  dtficr  WrtHout  fiflfciltng  uo^  rcafon.  Private 
intfereflfs  and  perfonaf  artimofities- prolong  the  d\r- 
ration'  of  the  puWic  troubles ;  and  men  dfcf^  not 
coitie  to  explanations^  *riH  after  they  are  rircd  witfc 
carnage.  Under  the  inffueTfce  of  tyranny,  tftert 
are  fcarCie  tv<tf  more  than  three  parties,  that  of  the 
court,  th^t  6f  the  oppofftion,  and  thw  o(  indif^ 
fiifcrit  perfon6 1  thefe  are  indeed  lufcc-warm  citt- 
MM,  but  foitietimes  of  great  fctvice  by  their  hn* 
paftiaKty,  dnd  by  the  ridfcuie  thty  caft  upon  the 
othet  two  parties.  In  a  ftate  of  amrrchy,  when 
tranquillity  \i  rcftorfed,  the  life  of  every  mdividual 
is  fafe ;  under  that  of  tyratrny,  tranquility  is  foK 
l9«7ed  by  the  death  of  feveral  indi^ndtiails,  or  of 
ptit  otify. 

Though  the  interpfts  whrch  divided  the  chieft 
of  the  Spaniards  were  not  of  fuch  importance,  ycc 
their  effefts  were  equally  terrible.  After  fbme 
fiegotiltionsi  diihoneft  at  kaii:  on  one  part,  and 
jconfequently  ufelef^,  reeourfe  was  had  to  the 
iwofd,  in  order  to  determine  which  of  the  two 
cbtrtpetitofs  fiiopld  govern  the  whole  of  Peru, 
Oh  the-6th  of  April,  tgsi,  in  the  plains  of  Sa^ 
ihies,  ftot  far  from  Cufco,  fate  decided  againft 
ij^lrtiaglro,  who  was  t^ken  prisoner  and  beheaded* 

Thosb 
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^  :  Those  of  his  partifans  who  had  efcaped  the 
carnage,  would  willingly  have  reconciled  them- 
fclvcs  with  the  conquering  party.  But  whether 
Pizarro  did  not  choofe  to  truft  the  foldiers  of  his 
jivalj  Of  whether  he  could  not  overcome  a  re- 
fcntment  that  was  too  deeply  rooted^  it  is  certain 
that  he  always  ihewed  a  remarkable  averlion  for 
them.  They  were  not  only  excluded  from  all  the 
favours  that  were  profufely  kvilhed  upon  the  ac- 
ijuifitipn  of  a  great  empire ;  but  they  were  alfo 
^ript  of  the  rewards  formerly  granted  for  their 
iervices^  they  w^re  perfecutcd,  and  e^cpofcd  tp 
continual  mortificatipns. 

This  treatment  brought  a  great  number  of 
jhem  to  Lima.  There,  in  the  houfe  of  the  fon 
of  their  general,  they  concerted  in  filence  the  de- 
ilrudlion  of  their  oppreffor.  Nineteen  of  the  moft 
intrepid  went  out,  fword  in  hand,  on  the  26th  of 
Junij,  J54.T,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  which  in 
hpt  countries  i§  the  time  devoted  to  reft;  They 
penetratied,  withopt^ppofuipn,  into^the  palace  of 
Pizarro ;  and  the  conauf^ror  of  fo  i;nany  y^ft  king<v 
doms  was  quietly  maflacred  in  the  center  of  a 
^own.  th^t  he  h^d  foupded^  and  the  inhabitants 
of  which  were  compofed  of  hij  crjcatures,  his  fer^ 
vanc^,  his  relations,  his  friends,  or  bi^  foldiers^ 

/f  HOS5  who  were  judged  moft  likely  to  revenge 
his  d^^th,  yirerp  rpurdered  after  him  ;  the  fury  of  the 
^flaflln^  fpfcad  itfclf,  and  every  one  who  ventured 
tQ  appear  in  tb^  ftfc^ts  and  in  the  fquares  was  re* 
garded  as  an  enemy,  and  put  to  the  fword,  Inftant- 
ly  the  houfes  and  temple^  were  filled  with  flaughter, 
and  prefented  nothing  but  mangled  carcafes*   The 
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fplrit  of  avarice,  which  induced  them  to  confldef  *  y^^  ^ 
the  rich  merely  as  partifans  of  the  old  govern- 
ment, was  ftill  more  furious  than  that  of  hatred, 
and  rendered  it  more  aftive,  more  fufpicious, 
and  more  implacable/  The  reprefentation  of  a 
place  taken  by  affault  by  a  barbarous  nation, 
would  communicate  but  an  imperfeft  idea  of  that 
fpeftaclc  of  horror  which  thcfe  ruffians  now  ex- 
hibited, who  wrcftcd  from  their  accomplices  the 
booty  of  which  they  had  fruftrated  them. 

This  cruel  maffacre  was  followed  by  enormities 
of  another  kind.  The  foul  of  young  Almagro 
feems  to  have  been  formed  for  tyranny*  Every 
one  who  had  been  in  employment  under  the  ad- 
verfary  of  his  family  was  inhumanly  profcribed. 
The  ancient  magiftrates  weredepofed.  The  troops 
were  put  under  the  command  of  new  officers. 
The  royal  treafury,  and  the  wealth  of  thofc  who 
periflied  or  were  abfent,  were  feizcd  upon  by  the 
ufurper.  His  accomplices,  attached  to  his  for-* 
tune  by  being  partakers  of  his  crimes,  were  forced 
to  give  their  fupport  to  undertakings  which  filled 
them  with  horror.  Thofe  among  them  who  fuf- 
fered  their  uneafinefs  at  thefe  proceedings  to 
tranfpirc,  were  either  put  to  death  in  private, 
or  periflied  on  a  fcaffbld.  During  the  cohfufion, 
in  which  a  revolution  fo  unexpefted  had  plunged 
Peru,  feveral  provinces  fubmitted  to  this  mon- 
;  fter,  who  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  gover- 
nor in  the  capital :  and  he  marched  into  the  heart 
of  the  empire,  to  complete  the  reduction  of  every 
place  that  oppofed,  or  hefitated  to  acknowlege 
him, 

*  '  A  MUL- 
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*  ^^  *  A  MuLT^Tuoe  of  ruffians  joined  him  on  his 
march.  ^Hi4  'army  breathed. nochLag  but  ven- 
geance and  plunder :  eveiy .  thing  -gave  way  be- 
fore it.  *If  *  the  nulitasy  talents ,  of  the  general 
hadoqualkd  the  •ardtonn'  of 'his  troops,  the  war 
had  ended  here.  ^Unhappily  for  AJxx)agro>  he 
had  lofthi^  :condu£tor^  John  de  .Herrada.  His 
biexpeiiibnce  made  him  fall  into  the  fnares  that 
'tivece  laid:  for  him 'by  Pedro  Alvaresi  who  had 
put  himfelf  at  the  bead  of  iihe  ^ppofite  party.  Ht 
Joft,  in  acterripting  to  unravel  his  rivar9plots>  that 
(time  whichihe  ooght  to  have  employed  in  fight- 
ing. ^  in^  thefe  circumftancesj  «an  event) .  which  no 
498e'could  havQ:fbrefetiQj  happened 'to  chai)ge  the 
.facet^fafiatrs. 

:TbiE  licentiate  Yafcovdi-  Caftro^  ^ho  had  been 

.ientfiiom.  Europe  to  try  the  murderers  of^ld  Al« 

'HMgro^  arrived  at  Peru.    As  he.  was  appointed  fa 

TflHume.  the  governmtnt  in  cafe  Pizzaro  -was  no 

.moreitalfrMiFbo  had  not  fold  thonofelves  to  the  ty^ 

^Hnti  haftoned  to  acknowiege  him.    Uncertainty 

land  jealoufyi  which  had  for  too  long  a  time  k^pt 

Jlh^m  ;difperfed^  ^wtre  no  longer  an  obftacle  to 

their  f  e-tinion.    Caftro,  who*  was  as  reiblute  as  if 

he  had  gfow'n  Did  in  the  fervice^did  not  fufFer 

that*  impatience  to  languH}i>  but  inflantly  kd 

•  them^  agaijftd  the.  enemy.   ..TJae  two  .armies  en- 

'-g^ged  at  Cha|>a&oathe  i6th«of  September  154^9 

and  fotpghr  with  inexpceffible  obllinacy.  Vidoryi 

'•after. having  wavered  a  long  time>  at.  the  clofe  of 

« the  day  decided  in.  favour  of  the  goverxunent 

.  party*    Xhofe  suRong.thc  rebels  who- were  nnoft 

guilty,  dreading  to  languilh  under  difgraceful 

torturesj 
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tortures,  provoked  the  cosqverors  ^to  iMuncler  ^  ^^  * 
dicfn^  cry  tekg  out^  Hke  mea  in  tkfpair,  //  wds  I 
wbv  killed  Pizam.     Thdbr  bhief  was  taken  pi*i« 
ibner,  and  died  on  the  fcaiffbkl* 

Thsss  fceiiea  t)f  hbrpor  wepe  juft  <3oii€luded) 
>K^hcn  Bla^o  NuAiiez  Vela  ai^med  in  1544  at 
Pemi,  with  tlie  tifik  and  powers  of  viceroy.  The 
tourt  had  tkoughc  to  inveft  their  repreientativ^ 
with  a  fbhaarm  dignity  aod  with  very  exeeafive 
authority^  in  order  that  the  decrees  be  was 
comisuflioned  to  eftabliih,  Jhould  meet  wUh  leis 
oppofition*  Thefe  decrees  we^e  intended  to  leflen 
the  oppreflaon^under  wihich  the  Indians  were  funk^ 
and  more  patrticularly  to  Fender  thefe  ixnmenfe 
conquefts  v^kUA  to  the  crown :  let  us  examine 
whether  they  were  judiciouQy  codti^ived  for  this 
purpoie. 

Thxt  dedared  tfbat  fottie  of  the  Peruvians 
&oiild  be  free  from  that  moment,  and  ehe  reft  at 
the  death  of  their  oppreffbrs :  that  fcnr  the  future 
they  fhoQld  not  be  compelled  to  bury  themfelves 
in  the  mines  ;  tod  that  no  kind  of  labour  fliould 
be  eaaflsd  from  them  without  payment ;  that 
their  public  laboniB  and  tributes  flioutd  be  regu« 
kted  i  that  the  %)aniards  who  travelled  through 
the  provinces  on  footj  ihonld  no  ktnger  hia^c 
f  bvee  of  ishefe  wvcsched  people  to  carry  their  bag* 
gage ;  nor  ^ve  when  they  v^ent  -en  horfebadc  i 
thkit  the  Caciqulss  fliould  be  fireed  from  the  t>bli«» 
gation  of"  providing  the  traveUer  ^and  his  ^faite 
Iwifth  food* 

By  the  fame  regidationsj  all  the  tlepaetcnents  or 
MMnuderies  of  thfc  governors^  «f  the  officert 

of 
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»  oo  K  of  jufticc,  of  the  agents  of  the  treafury^  of  the 
bifhopSy  of  the  monafteries^  of  the  hofpitals,  and 
of  all  perfons  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
public  troubles,  were  to  be  annexed  to  the  do-> 
mains  of  the  ftate.  The  few  lands  that  might 
belong  to  other  proprietors,  were  to  be  fubje£t  to 
the  fame  law,  after  the  prefent  pofleflTors  had  end- 
ed their  days,  let  their  life  be  long  or  (hort  ^  and 
their  heirs,  their  wives,  or  their  children  were  to 
have  no  claim  upon  any  part  of  them. 

Before  fo  great  a  revolution  had  been  attempted, 
would  it  not  have  been  more  proper  to  have  foften« 
ed  the  ferocious  manners  of  thefc  people,  to  have 
gradually  bent  to  the  yoke,  men  who  had  always 
lived  in  a  ftate  of  independence,  to  have  brought 
back  to  principles  of  equity  injuftice  itfelf,   to 
have  connected  to  the  general  intereft  thofc  who 
had  been  hitherto  influenced  by  private  interefts - 
only,  to  have  made  citizens  of  adventurers,  who 
had,  as  it  were,  forgotten  the  country  from  whence 
they  fprangi  to  have  eftabliihed  properties  where 
the  law  of  the  ffirongcft  had  before  univerfally 
prevailed  i  to  have  made  order  arife  from  the 
midfl:  of  confufion ;  and,  by  a  ftriking  contraft  to 
the  evils  which  had  juft  been  occafioned  by  an- 
archy, to  have  conciliated  attachment  and  reve- 
rence to  a  well  regulated  government  ?  But  with* 
out  any  of  thefe  preliminary  fteps,  how  could  the 
court  of  Madrid  expeft  fuddenly  to  attain  the 
end  they  propofed  ? 

Even  fuppofing  the  matter  public,  did  they  em- 
ploy a  proper  agent  to  efFed  it  i  At  any  rate,  i( 
would  have  been  a  work  of  patience^  and  of  a^ 

con* 
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concilutory  difpofition  which  would  h^re  nr  ' 
quired  all  the  talents  of  the  moft  coniiammate 
negdcia^tor*  Did  Nunnez  pofleA  iny  of  thef^ 
advantages  ?  Nsiiurq  h^d  only  given  him  in- 
tej^ity»  coumge  and  firmnefs^  and  he  had  added 
nothing  to  her  gifta.  With  thefc  virtues,  which 
were  almoft  defetfls  in  his  fituation,  he  beg^n  to' 
fulfil  his  commiQloni  without  any  regard  to  plaee^ 
|o  pcrfoDS,  or  to  circumftancps.  "T<^  (he  aftoniih*- 
flient  with  which  the  people  were  at  firfl  feised, 
fucceeded  indignation,  murmurs  and  fedition. 

Civil.  Wars  aiTume  the  charader  that  diftin^ 
gui&es  the  caufes  from  whence  they  fpring^ 
When  an  abhorrirnce  of  tyranny  and  the  natural 
love  of  liberty  ilimulate  a  brave  people  to  take 
l^p  urm^j  if  they  prove  vidorious,  the  tranquil- 
lity that  follows  this  tranfitory  cal^mily  is  an  atr« 
of  the  grejitcft  happinef§^-  The  vigour,  which 
hath  been  eycit^d  in  the  foul  of  every  i|idividua}, 
flfiaaifefta  itfelf  in  his  manners*  The  fmall  nUt*)?- 
ber  cif  citi^ni^  who  have  been  witneflTes  ^nd  in^^ 
ilr^na^ncs  of  f^c\\  troubles,  poiTjpfs  ipore  moral 
D:rei^h  t)if^^  (he  moft  populous  n^^tions.  Abilities 
M^d ^W^r  ^C  united:  and  every  man  is  aftoniOir 
ed|  to  find  that  he  occupies  that  very  place  which 
natu^  ks4  marked  out  for  him, 

ftuT  ^hen  dii&ntiQns  proceed  from  a  corrijp( 
fource  i  when  flaves  fight  about  the  choice  of  ^ 
tyra»t ;  when  U^e  ambitious  contend  if>  order  to 
c^r^S^  afid:  rpbbers  quarrel  for  the  fake  of  fpoil  i 
the  |>eace  which  terminates  thefe  horrors  is  fcafpe* 
Jy  preferable  to  the  war  which  g^ve  them  birth. 
Criminals  aflurti?  the  place  q{  the  judges  who 
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*  VI?  ^  ^^  djferaced  them,  and  become  the  oracles-  of 

V  Xl«  ^ 

thofe  laws  which  they  had  infuUed.  Men  ruined 
by  their  extravagances  and  debaucheries,  infulr, 
with  an  overbearing  pomp,  thofc  virtuous  citizens 
Whofe  patrimony  they  have  invaded.  In  thi$ 
ftate  of  utter  confufion,  the  paflions  only  are 
attended  to.  Avarice  feeks  to  grow  rich  without 
tany  trouble,  vengeance  to  gratify  it's  refentmcnts 
without  fear,  licentioufncfs  to  throw  oflF  every 
jeftraint,  and  difconcent  to  occaHon  a  total  fub* 
verfion  of  affairs.  The  phrenzy  of  carnage  is 
fucceeded  by  that  of  debauchery.  The  i'acred 
bed  of  innocence  or  of  marriage  is  polluted  with 
blood,  adultery,  and  brutal  violence.  The  fury 
of  the  multitude  rejoices  in  deftroying  every  thing 
it  cannot  enjoy  i  and  thus  in  a  few  hours  perifti  the 
monuments  of  many  centuries. 

If  fatigue,  an  entire  laflitude,  or  fome  fortunate 
accidents,  fufpend  thefe  calamities,  the  habit  of 
"wickednefs  and  murder,  and  the  contempt  of  laws, 
which  neccffarily  fubfifts  after  fo  much  confufion, 
is  a  leaven  ever  ready  to  ferment.  Generals  who  no 
longer  have  any  command,  licentious  foldiera 
without  pay,  and  the  people  fond  of  novelty  in 
hopes  of  changing  their  ftate  for  a  better ;  this 
fituation  of  things,  and  thefe  means  of  confufion, 
are  always  in  readinefs  for  the  firfl:  faftious  perfon 
who  knows  how  to  avail  himfelf  of  them. 

Such  was  the  difpofition  of  the  Spaniards  in 
Peru,  when  Nunnez  attempted  to  c^rry  into  exe- 
cution the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  oW 
Jiemifphere.  He  was  immediately  degraded,  put 
in  irons,  and  banilhcd  to  a  defcrt  ifland,  where  he 
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Was  to  remain  till  he  was  conveyed  to  the  mother-  * 
country. 

'  Gonzales  Pizarro  was  then  returned  from  a' 
hazardous  expedition,  which  had  carried  him  as 
far  as  the  river  of  the  Amazons,  and  had  cm^ 
ployed  him  long  enough  to  prevent  him  from 
taking  a  part  in  thofe  revolutions  which  had  fo 
rapidly  fucceecjed   each  other.     The  anarchy  he 
found  prevailing  at  his  return,  infpired  him  with 
the  idea  of  feizing  the  fupreme  authority.     His 
fame  and  his  forces  made  it  impoflible  that  this 
Ihould  be  refufed  hirh ;  but  his  ufurpation  was 
marked  with  fo  many  enormities,  that  Nunncz 
iv2i%  regretted.     He  was  recalled  from  exile,  and 
foon  collefted  a  fufEcient  number  of  forces  to  en- 
able him  to  take  the  field.  Civil  commotions  were 
then  renewed  with  extreme  fury  by  both  parties^. 
No.  quarter  was  afked  or  given  on  either  fide. 
The  Indians  were  forced  to  take  part  in  this,   as 
they  had  done  in  the  preceding  wars  -,  fome  ranged 
themfelves  under  the   ftandard   of  the   viceroy, 
others  under  the   banners  of  Gonzales.     They 
dragged  up  the  artillery,  levelled  the  roads,  and 
carried  the  baggage.     After  a  variety  of  advan- 
tages for  a  long/time  alternately  obtained,  fortune 
at  length  favoured  the  rebellion  under  the^yalls  of 
Quito,  in  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year  1545. 
Nunnez  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  nnten  were  maf- 
facred  on  th^t  day. 

.  Pizarro  took  the  road  of  Lima,  where  they 
were  deliberating  on  the  ceremonies  with  whi,ch 
they  fliould  receive  him.  Some  officers  wiflied 
that  a  canopy  fhpuld  be  carried  for  him  to  marcli 
\;  E  2  under. 
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•  %i7  ^  wnder,  after  the  rmanner  of  kings*  Others,  with 
C^/--/'  adulation  ftill  more  extravagant,  pretended  that 
part  of  the  walls  of  the  town,  and  even  fome 
boufefr,  mnft  be  pulled  down  ;  as  was  the  cuftomi 
at  Rome,  when  a  general  obtained  the  honours 
df  a  triumph,  Gonzales  contented  himfclf  with 
itiaking  his  entrance  on  horfeback,  preceded  by 
his  Heutenants,  who  marched  on  foot*  Four  bi^ 
jhops  aciDotnpanied  him,  and  he  was  followed  by** 
the  maglftrates.  The  ftreets  were  ftrew*n  with 
flowers,  and  the  air  refounded  with  the  noife  of 
bells  and  various  mufical  inftruments.  This  ho- 
mage totally  turned  the  head  of  a  man  naturally 
haughry,  and  of  confined  ideas.  He  fpoke  and 
afted  in  the  moft  defpotic  manner. 

Had  Gonzales  pofleffed  judgment  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  moderation,  it  would  have  been  pof-* 
fible  far  him  to  render  hhxifelf  independent.  The 
principal  pcrfoas  of  his  party  wifhed  it.  The  ma- 
jority would  have  viewed  this  event  with  indiffe- 
rence, and  the  reft  would  have  been  obliged  t6 
confent  to  it.  Blind  cruelties,  infetiable  avarice; 
jtnd  onbouuded  pride,  altered  thefc  difpofitions. 
Even  the  perfons  whofe  interefts  were  more  con^- 
nefted  with  thofe  of  the  tyrant,  wiftied  for  a  dc^ 
Kvertr. 
Aoagpd  SvcH  a  ddiverer  arrived  from  Europe  in  th^ 

fwgth*pot8  ptrfoit  of  Pedro  de  la  Gafca.  He  was  ^  prieft 
?h/em!*on  advanced  in  years,  but  prudoit,  difinterefted, 
ofSjaniih    u,*^^  ^j^ J  elpecrally  endowed  with  an  ac«e  dif- 

ternttient.  Hfe  brought  no  troops  along  With 
hhn  i  biit  ht  had  been  intrufted  with  tt«l?miled 
powers.    The  firft  ufe  he  allowed  himfelf  to  make 
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of  them,  was  Co  pubtifk  a  general  amntfty  Without 
diftinflion  of  peribps  or  crimes,  and .  to  rbroke 
the  fcyere  \im%  that  had  rendered  the  ]^ctiiio% 
nthtHQifirmon  odioua.  This  ft^p  lalone  fecured 
to  him  the  fleet  a^d  the  0U>utitaitiom  f>Fovij^cesi» 
If  Pi^arfo,  to  whom  t&e  amni&y  had  been  parp 
tk^ilarly  Qfiere4  w,ith  cv^ry  tdftimany  of  diftiacf^ 
tioo,  had  Mcepced  of  it,  as  he  was  adrifed  to  do  by 
ithe  tnoft  enlightened  of  hif  partifans,  the  trouMet 
Vfo\ild  have  been  at  dn  cad.  The  habk  of  ooa:i-^ 
fnandiog.  n/^vld  not  fuSkt  him  to  defcend  to  A 
|)tiyate  ftatiofi;  aafid  he  had  recourfe  to  laron  lo 
hopes  o/.pcrpcttjatirrg  hiis  memory*  WubbM 
lofing;  a.  moment,  he  adyaiiced  towards  Cufco, 
where  La  Gafca  was  aflfcmbling  his  forc«s«  On 
the  9th  of  April  1548,,  the  battle  was  begun,  at 
the  iiiftance  of  four  leagties  from  this  place,  ^in  the 
plaias  of  Saefabuana.  One  of  the  rebd^ener^'s 
Ireutenants,  feeing  him  aban<k>nitfd  at  t3ie  &r& 
charge. by  his  beft  foldiers,  adviied  him,  but  in 
srjlin,  to  throw  htmfelf  tnto  the  enemy's  i>atcal tons* 
andiperifh  like  a  Roman;  but  this  weak  head  of 
a  pacty  chofe  rather  to  furrcnder,  and  end  his  lift 
Ofi  a  fcajfold.  Nine  or  ten  of  his  .officers  were 
hanged  round  him.  A  more  diigraceful  fen** 
tence  was  pronounced  againft  Carrajah 

This  confidant  of  Pizarro,  who  in  all  the,  ac^* 
counts  is  accufed  of  having  maffacred  with  his 
own  hand  four  hundred  men,  of  having  facci-^ 
fioed,  ty  means  of  his  agents,  more  than  a  thou* 
fand  Spaniards,  and  of  having  dellroyed  mor6 
than  twenty  thoufand  Indians  chrough  exceis  of 
labour^  was  one  of  the  moil  aftonifhing  men  ev^r 
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^  ?,wP  ^  record-ed  in  hifto.ry.  At  a  time  when  the  minde. 
of  all  men  were  elevated,  he  difplayed  a  degree 
of  courage  which  could  nfever  admit  of  a  com* 
parifon.  He  remained  always  faithful  to  the 
caufe  he  had  engaged  in,  although  the  cuftom  of 
changing  llandards  according  to  circumftafices, 
•was  then  univerfally  prevalent.  He  never  forgot 
the  moft  trifling  fervicc  that  had  been  rendered 
him,  while  thofe  who  had  once  conferred  an 
obligation  upon  him,  might  afterwards'  aiFront 
him'  with  impunity.  His  cruelty  was  become  a 
proverb;  and  in  the  moft  horrid  ^executions  he 
ordered,  he  never  loft  any  thing  of  his  mirth. 
Strongly  addided  to  raillery,  he  was.  appcafed 
with  a  jeft,  while  he  infulted  the  cry  of  pain,  which 
appeared  to  him  the  exclamation  of  cowardiee;of 
weaknefs.  His  iron  heart  made  a  fport  of  every 
thing.  He  took  away  or  prefcrved  life  for  a  no* 
thing,  becaufe  life  was  a  nothing  in  his  eftimation. 
His  paffion  for  wine  did  not  prevent  the  uncom* 
mon  ftrength  of  his  body,  and  the  dreadful 
vigour  .of  his  foul  from  maintaining  themfelves  to 
the  moft  advanced  time  of  life.  In  extreme  old 
age,'  he  was  ftill  the  firft  foldier,.  and  the:  firft 
commander  in;the  army..  His  death  was  con- 
formable to  his  life.  At  the  age  of  eighty-four, 
he  was  quartered,  without/hewing  any  remorfe 
for  what  was  paft,  or  any  unealincfs  for  the 
future. 

Such  was  the  laft  fcene  of  a  tragedy,  every  aft 
of  which  hath  been  marked  with  blood.  Civil  wars 
have  always  been  cruel  in  all  countries  and  in  all 
ggesi  but  at  Peru  tfiey  Were  deftined  to  have  a 

*  peculiar 
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peculiar  character  of  ferocity,     Thofe  who  ex-  ^  ^^^  ^ 
cited  them,  and  thofe  who  engaged  in  them,,  were 
moft  of  them  adventurers  without  education  and 
of  mean  birth.  Avarice,  which  had  brought  them. 
into  the  J^ew  World,  was  joined  to  other  paffions 
which  render  domeftic  diffcntions  fo  lading  and 
fo  violent.     All  of  them,  without  exception,  con- 
fidered  the  chief  whom  they  had  chqfen,  merely 
as  a  partner  in  their  fortune,  whofe  influence  was 
only, to  extend  to  the  guidance  of  their  hoftilities.. 
None  of  them  accepted  any  pay.     As  plunder, 
and  confifcation  were  to  be  the  fruits  of  viAory, 
no^quarter  was  ever  given  in  adtion.     After  the 
engagement  was  over,  every  rich  man  was  expofed 
to  informations;  and  there  were  nearly  as  many 
citizens  ,who  periflied  by  the  hands  of  the  exe-, 
cutioner,  as  by  thofe  of  the  foldiers  in- battle. 
The  gold  that  had  been  acqpired  by  fuch  enor- 
mities, was  .foon  exbauflcd  by  the  meanefl  kind 
of  intemperance,  and  the  moft  extravagant  luxury; 
and  the  people,  returned  again  to  all  the  exceffes. 
of  military  licence  that  knows  no  reftraint. 
.  Fortunately  for  this  opulent  part  of  the  new, 
hemifphere,  the  moft  feditious  of  the  conquerorsi 
and  of  thofq  who  followed  their  fteps,  had  perifti- 
cd  miferably  in  the  fcyeral  events  that  had  fo  fre- 
quently fubverted  it.     Few  of  them  had  furvived 
the   troubles,   except   thofe  who  had  conftantly, 
preferred  peaceable  occupations  to  the  tumult  and 
dangers  of  great  revolutions.     What  ftill  remain- 
ed of  that  commotion  that  had  been  raifed  in  their 
minds  infenfibly  fank  into  a  calm,  like  the  agita-. 
tion  of  wayes  after  a  long  and  furious  tempeft,: 

E  4  Then, 
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■  V,?  ^  Then,  and  then  oniy,  the  Catholic  kings  might 
with  truth  ftilc  then^felves  the  fovercighs  of  the 
Spaniards  fixed  in  Peru.  But  there  was  one  Inca 
ftill  remaining. 

This  legitimate  heir  6(  to  nnany  vaft  do- 
rtiinions,  lived  in  thcmidft  of  the  motintaihs  in  a 
'ftat*  of  independence.  Some  princeflfcs  of  hi$ 
family  ^ho  had  fubmittcd  ro  the  conquerors, 
abufed  his  inexperience  and  youth,  and  pre* 
vailed  upon  him  to  come  to  Lima.  The  ufurperi 
of  his  rights  carried  their  infolence  fo  faJ-  Is  to 
fend  him  letters  of  grace,  and  afligned  to  hhn 
6ttly  i  very  rtodcrarc  doiTiain  for  his  fubfiftienc^. 
He  wfent  to  hide  his  Iham*  Ahd  his  regret  in  the 
valley  of  Tucay,  where  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  death,  though  ftill  too  tardy,  put  an  end 
to  his  -unfortunate  career.  An  only  daughter 
^ho  furvived  him,  married  Lx)yoh  j  and  front 
this  tinton  arc  fprung  the  houfes  of  Oropcfa  and 
Alcannizas.  Thus  was  the  conqucft  cf  Pcrq 
completed  towards  the  year  1 560. 

Whek  the  Oftilians  had  firft  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  this  empire,  it  had  an  txttm  of  Widrc 
than  fifteen  choufahd  rhiles  of  coaft  upon  the  Sotith 
Sea,  and  in  it's  depth  it  was  bcnrnded  only  by  the 
higheft  of  the  CordeJeirtas  mou'n tains.  In  left 
tban  half  a  century,  thefe  turbtrlent  men  puQied 
on  their  cdnqtrtfts  caftward  from  Panama  to  the 
r4vcr  Plata,  and  weft  ward  from  the  Chagre  to  th^ 
Oroonokd.  Akhbugh  the  ncr^  acquifitions  wert 
linoft  of  thern  feparaced  from  Peru  by  terrible 
dcfarts^  or  hf  people  >*^ho  obftinately  deferrcfcd 

their  fibercy,  yet  ehey  were  dl  incorporated  with' 
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it,  and  fijbmitted  ^o  the  fanrrc  law,  even  down  to  ^  ^^^  * 

tttcfe  latter  times-.     Let  us  take  a  review  tf  thefts  ^i***-/  '^^ 
wiiixrh  have  J)rcferved  or  Jaccjtrired  fome  degree  of 
importance ;  and  we  (hall  begin  whh  the  Daritft.  ' 

I'ftis  narrow  flip  of  land,  which  joins  South  Notions 
and  North  America  together,  i%  fortified  by  a  theJS^ 
diaih  of hi'gh  tnoufttains,  fufficiendy  folid  to  refift"  J^ 


of  Darien, 


quiry 


,rhe  attacks  of  the  fwo  oppofite  feas.  Theicountry  tlat^o^ntry 
is  fo  barren,  fo  rainy,  fo  unwholcfome,  and  fo.full'  *"*  *'^^'"" 
of  infefts,  that  the  Spaniards  m  all  probability  eooyg'^  ;© 
would  Aever  have  thought  of  fixing  there,  had  fionsairong 
Aey  not  found  at  t^orto-Bello  tod  at  Panama,  ^^^^'^^''^^ 
harbours  well  calculated  for.  eftablifliing  an  eafy 
communication   between   thei  Atlantic   and  the 
Southern  Ocean.     The  reft  of  the  ifthmus  had.fo 
Jittlc  attraftion  for  theifi,  tha«:  th^  fettleftients  of 
Saint  Mary,   and  of  Nombfe  de  Dios,   which 
had  at  firft  been  formed  there,  were  foon  anni- 
iiilated. 

This  ncglcft  determined,  in  1^98^  twelve  hun- 
dred Scotch  to  go  there.  The  Company,  united 
for  this  cnterprize,  intended  to  gain  the  confi- 
dence of  Ihc  few  favages  whom  the  fword  had 
not  deftroyedi  to  arm  them  againft  a  people 
whbfe  ferocity  they  had  experienced;  to  work 
the  mines  which  were  thought  more  valuable  than 
they  are  \  to  intercept  the  galleons  by  cruifc^  ikil- 
fully  conduced  s  and  to  iHiite  their  forces  with 
thofe  of  Jamaica^  with  fufficient  management  to 
^tquire  the  fway  in  this  part  of  the  New  World. 

A  PROJECT  fo  alarming  difpleafed  the  court  of 
Madrid,  which  feemed  determined  to.confifcate  the 
%^%Q^%  of  ajl  the  Englilh^  who  traded  with  fo  much 

advantage 
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*  viu  ^  advantage  in  their  dominions.  It  difplcafed  Louis 
kif'^immj  XIV.  who  offered  to  a  power  already  too  much  ex* 
haufl:ed>  a  Qe^t  fuificient  to  fruflrate  the  defign :  it 
difpleafed  the  Dutch,  who  were  afraid  that  this 
new  company  would  one  day  divide  with  them  the 
fmuggling  trade,  which  they  monopolized  in  thefe 
latitudes :  It  was  even  difpleafing  to  the  Britifii 
miniftry,  who  forefaw  that  Scotland,  growing 
rich,  would  wifti  to  emerge  from  that  kind  of  de- 
pendence to  which  it's  poverty  had  hitherto  re- 
duced it.  This  violent  and.  univcrfal  oppofition^ 
determined  King  William  to  revoke  a  pcrmiffion 
which  his  favourites  had  extorted  from  him.  It. 
then  becan^e  neceflary  to  evacuate  the  golden 
idand  upon  which  this  colony  had  been  placed. 

But  the  mere  apprehenfion  the  Spaniards  had 
felt  of  having  fuch  a  neighbour,  determined  thenT 
to  pay  more  attention  themfelvcs  to  a  country 
which  the^  had  always  hitherto  difdained.   Their 
miffionaries  fucceeded  in  forming  nine  or  ten  vil- 
lages, each  of  which. contained  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  favages.    Whether  from 
the  unfettled  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  or  from 
the  oppreCTion  of  their  guides,  thefe  rifing  fettle- 
ments  began  to  fall  off  in  1716  j  and  in  our  days, 
there  are  no  more  than  three  of  them  remaining,* 
defended  by*  four  fmall  forts  and  by  a  hundred 
foldiers. 
Exten%  cH-      The  province  of  Carthagena  is  bordered  on 
fortifica.  '    the  Weft  by  the  river  Darien,  and  on  the  Eaft  by 
w/Su.  that  of  Magdalena.     The  extent  of  it's  coaft  is 
laiiwn,        fifty- three  leao-ues,  and  of  the  inland  countries 
and  trade  of  ci^htv-five.    Thc  arid  and  extremely  high  moun- 

tains 
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tains  that  occupy  the  greatcft  part  of  this  vaft  ^  ^^  '^ 
fpaoc,  are  fcparated  by  large  valleys,  well  watered 
-and  fertile.  The  dampncfsand  exceffive  heat  of 
the  climate  prevent,  indeed,  the  corn,  the  oils, 
-the  wines,  and  the  fruits  of  Europe  from  thriving 
ithcrc :  but  rice,  caffava,  maize,  cacao,  fugaf, 
ind  all  xhc  ^productions  peculiar  to. America,  arc 
very  common.  But  cotton  is  the  only  article  cul- 
tivated for  exportation  ;  ^ndeven  the  wool  of  this 
.is :fo. long, : and:  fo  . difficult.. in:  working,  that  it  is 
only  fold  for.  the  loweil  price  in  our  markets,  and 
is  rcjeftcd  by  moft  of  the  manufadures, 

Bastidas  was  the  firft  European,  who,  in  1502, 
-appeared  in  thefe  unknow*n  latitudes.  La  Cofa^ 
.Guerra,  Ojeda,  .Vcfputius,  and  Oviedo,  landed 
•there  after  hijTJ :  but  the  people  whom  thefe 
plunderers  meant  to  enflave;;  oppofed  thern  with 
fuch  firmnefs,  that  they  were,  obliged  to  give  up 
all  thoughts  of  forming  a  fettlcment  there.  Ac 
length  Pedro  de  Hcridia  appeared  in  1527,  with 
a  force  fufficient  to  reduce  them.  He  built  and 
..peopled  Carihagena. 

In  1544,  fome  French  pirates  pillaged  the  new 
town.  Forty-one  years  ^fter,  it  was  btirnt  by  the 
celebrated  Drake.  Pointis,  one  of  the  admirals 
of  Lewis  XIV.  took  it  in  1697  ;  but  by  his  cruel 
rapacity,  he  difgraced  the  arms  which  his  ambitious 
mafter  wilhed  to  render  illuftrious.  The  Englifh 
were  difgracefully  obliged,  in  1741,  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  it,  though  they  had  undertaken  it  with 
fwenty-five  Ihips  of  the  line,  fix  fire-(hips,  two 
bomb-ketches,  and  as  mapy  land-forces  as  were 
fufficient  to  conquer  a  great  part  of  America* 
Th^  mifunderftaqding  between  Vernon  and  Went- 

worths 
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*  o  o  R  worth  5  the  cabals  which  diridcd  the  army  dod 
the  fleet ;  a  want  of  experience  in  moft  of  rhc 
commanders,  and  of  fubordination  io  the  fubalr 
tems  1  ail  thefe  caqfes  united  to  deprive  the  nz^ 
tion  of  the  glory  and  advantage  it  bad  flattered  it* 
.  felf  with,  from  one  of  ihc  maft  briiliaat  armamcats 
that  had  ever  been  difpatched  from  the.Brttifli 
ports. 

After  fo  many  revolutions,  Cartfaagcna  now 
ilibfifts  in  fptendour  in  a  peninfulajof  fand,  which 
is  joined  to  the  continent  only  by  two  narrow 
necks  of  land,  the  broadeft  of  which  is  not  thirty* 
Hve  toifes.  It's  fortifications  are  argular.  Nature 
J^as  placed  at  a  littte  diftance  a  hili  df  a  tolerable 
height,  on  which  the  citadel  o{  St.  La:iaruB  hath 
been  built.  Thefc  works  arc  defended  by  a  gan* 
^-ifan  more  or  Icfs  numerous,  a^s  circbmAanrqsi 
require.  The  town  is  one  of  the  befl:  built,  the 
Wofl:  regular  and  beft  difpofed,  of  any  in  the  New 
World.  It  may  contain  twciity*fivc  thpufand 
fouls.  Of  this  number  the  Spaniard  form  th« 
fixth  part  i  the  Indians,  the  Negroes,  and  ieverad 
races  compofcd  of  mixtures  of  an  infinite  Variety, 
make  up  the  remainder. 

These  mixtures  are  more  common  fct  Cartha*^ 
gcna  tlian  in  moftof  the  other  Spanilb  colonies.  A 
multitude  of  vagabonds  without  employment, 
without  fortune,  and  without  recommendations, 
arc  contrnuaPly  reforting  to  this  place.  In  t 
country  where  they  are  totally  unknow^n,  no 
citizen  can  venture  torepofe  any  confidence  inHheir 
ferviccs ;  they  are  deiftined  to  fubfift  wretchedly  on 
the  alms  of  the  convents,  and  to  lie  in  the  corner 
of  a  fquare,  or  tmdcr  the  portico  of  fomc  church. 

If 
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If  ihe  afflidions  they  experience  in  this  mifer^ble  ^  yii? '^ 
fiate  fhould  bring  fome  violent  difeafe  upon  therrij 
tbey  are  commonly  aflUfted  by  the  free  negro  women, 
whofe  care  and  kindnefs  they  requite  by  marrying 
them.  Thofe  who  have  not  the  bappinefs  of  being; 
in  a  fituation  dreadful  enough  to  excite  the  com^ 
paifion  of  the  wpmen,.  are  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  the  country,  and  to  devote  themfelves  to  fa^ 
tiguing  labours,  which  a  certain  national  pride> 
and  ancient  cuftoms^  render  equally  infupportable* 
Indolence  is  carried  fo  far  in  this  country^  thae 
nF^n  and  women  who  arc  wealthy  feldom  quit 
^ir  hammocks,  and  that  but  for  a  little  time. 

The  climate  muft  be  one  of  the  principal  caufea 
of  this  ina£livity*  The  heat  is  cxceflive  and  almoft 
continual  at  Carthagena.  The  torrenta  of  water, 
which  are  inccflantly  pouring  down  from  the 
snontb  of  May  to  November,  have  this  peculiar^- 
ky»  that  they  never  cool  the  air,  which,  however, 
is  ibmetimes  a  linle  tempered  by  the  north  eafl: 
winds  in  the  dry  fealbn«  The  night  is  as  hot  as 
the  day*  An  habitual  perfpiratioa  gives  the  in«« 
habitants^  the  pale  and  livid  colour  of  fickly  per-* 
fens.  Even  when  they  are  in  perfe6t  health,  their 
motions  partake  of  the  foftnefs  of  the  climate, 
which  evidently  relaxes  their  fibres.  This  indo«* 
Jen€€  manifcfts  itfelf  even  in  their  words,  which 
are  always  uttered  (lowly,  and  with  a  kw  voice* 
Thofe  who  comb  hither  from  Europe  prcfcrv© 
th^^ir  (rcA  complexions  and  plumpncfs  three  or 
fou^  months  ;  but  they  afterwards. lofc  bothi 

'Thi9  decay  is  the  forerunner  of  an  evil  ftill 
lOdre  dread&l,  hm  the  nattire  pf  which  is  little 

+  know'n. 
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*  ^f?  ^  know*n.  It  is  conjcftured  that  fome  perfons  artf 
affefted  with  it  from  catching  cold,  others  from 
indigcftion*  It  manifeft»  itfeJf  by  vomitings,  ac- 
companied with  fo  violent  a  delirium,  that  the 
patieiit  muft  be  confined^  to  pfevcm  him  from 
tearing  himfelf  to  pieces.  He  often  expires  in 
the  midft  of  thefe  agitations,  which  feldom  laft 
above  three  or  four  days.  A  lemonade  made  of  the 
juice  of  the  opuntium,  or  Indian  fig,  is,  accord- 
ing to  Godin,  the  bcft  fpecific  that  has  been  found 
iigainft  fo  fatal  a  difeafe.  Thofc  who  have  efcaped 
this  danger  at  firft,  run  no  rifque  for  the  future. 
We  are  affured  from  the  teftimony  of  men  of 
underftanding,  that  even  upon  tli^ir  return  to 
Carthagena,  after  a  long  abfence,  they  have  no- 
thing to  fcar. 

The  town  and  it*s  territory  exhibit  the  fpedacic 
of  a  hideous  leprofy,  which  indifcriniinately  attacks 
both  the  inhabitants  and  ftrangcrls.  The  philofo- 
phers  who  have  attempted  to  afcribe  this  calamity 
to  the  eating  of  pork,  have  not  confidered  that 
nothing  of  a  fimilar  kind  is  feen  in  the  other  part^ 
of  the  New  World,  where  this  kind  of  food  is  not 
lefs  common.  To  prevent  the  progrefs  of  this 
diftempcr,  an  hofpital  has  been  founded  in  the 
country.  Perfons  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  attack-* 
cd  with  it,  are  ihut  up  here,  without  diftinftion 
of  fex,  rank,  or  age.  The  benefit  of  lb  wife  an 
cftablilhment  k  loft  through  the  avarice  of  the 
governors,  who,  without  being  deterred  by  the 
danger  of  fpreading  the  difeafe,  fufFer  the  poor  to 
go  in  and  out  to  beg.  Thus  it  is  that  the  number 
of  the  fick  i^  fo  great,  that  the  inclofure  of  the 

dwelling 
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dwelling  is  of  an  immenfe  extent.  Every  one  *  ^^f  !^ 
there  enjoys  a  little  fpot  of  ground  that  is  marked 
out  for  him  on  his  admifTion.  There  he  builds  an 
abode  fuicable  to  his  fortune^  where  he  lives  in 
tranquillity  to  the  end  of  his  days,  which  arc  often 
long,  though  unhappy.  This  difordcr  ib  power- 
fully excites  that  pafllon  which  is  the  ftrongcft  o 
all  others,  that  it  has  been  judged  nccdfary  to 
pernfwt  marriage  to  fuch  as  are  afflifted  with  iu 
This  is,  perhaps,  increafmg  the  paflion  by  in- 
crcafing  the  means  of  fatisfying  it,  Thefc  defircs 
appear  to  be  irritated  by  the  very  gratification  of 
them,  they  increafc  by  their  very  remedies,  and 
are  reproduced  by  each  other.  The  inconvenience 
of  beholding  this  ardent  difeafe  which  infedls  the 
blood,  perpetuated  in  the  children,  hath  given 
way  to  the  dread  of  other  difordcrs  that  are,  per- 
haps, chimerical. 

'  Let  us  be  allowed  to  form  a  conjefture. 
There  are  fome  people  in  Africa  that  are  fituated 
nearly  under  the  fame  latitudcj  who  have  a  cuftoni 
of  rubbing  the  body  with  an  oil  that  is  exprefled 
from  the  fruit  of  a  tree  refembling  the  palm. 
This  oil  is  of  a  difagreeable  fmcll :  but  befide  the 
property  it  has  of  keeping  off  infe<fts  which  are 
very  troublefome  under  this  burning  (ky,  it  ferves 
to  make  the  (kin  pliable,  and  to  prefervc,  or  rc- 
ftore  to  that  organ  fo  efiential  to  life,  the  free 
exercife  of  the  office  for  which  nature  has  defign- 
ed  it ;  it  alfo  xjuiets  the  irritatrpn  which  ^dryneik 
ajid  aridity  muft  bring  on  upon  the  flcin,  which 
then  becomes  fo  hard,  thajt  all  kind  of  perfpira- 
tion  is  intcj-ceptcdf     If  a  fimilar  method  were 

tried 
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'  y^  ^  tried  at  Carchagenaj  and  if  the  cleanlinefs  >iibich 
the  climate  requires  were  added  to  ir^  perhaps  this 
kprafy  might  be  reftraincd,  or  even  tottilj 
nboliihed. 

NoTwiTHSTAKDiKQ  thls  iJifgwiUng  diftcmper^ 
the  various  defe<5ts  of  an  ioconvenient  Md  dan*- 
gerous  clin^ate,  and  many  other  difagreeable  cir^ 
Cvmftancea^  Spain  hath  always  (hew'o  a  great 
predile<^ion  for  Carthagena^  on  account  of  it> 
harbour,  one  of  the  beft  that  is  know^n.  It  is 
two  leagues  in  extent,  and  hath  a  deep  and  exceK 
Jeiit  bottom.  There  is  not  more  agiution  there, 
than  on  the  moft  calm  river.  There  are  two 
channels  that  lead  up  to  it»  That  which  is  called 
6occa-Grande>  and  which  is  from  feveo  to  eight 
hundred  toifes  in  breadth,  had  formerly  fp  little 
depth,  that  the  fmallei^  canoe  could  with  diHicylty 
pafs  through  it.  The  ocean  h^th  gradually  ia« 
creafed  it's  depth  fo  much,  that  in  fome  parts 
twelve  feet  of  water  may  be  found.  Jf  the  r«vo« 
lutions  of  time  fbopld  bring  ^bout  greater  alter-^ 
ationS)  the  place  wquld  be  expofcd*  Accordinglyi 
the  attention  of  the  court  of  Madrid  i$  feripudy 
engaged  in  confidcring  the  mean$  of  preventing  fo 
grear  $n  evil.  Perhaps^  after  mwh  reiie^ioni 
m>  fimpler  or  more  certain  expedient  will  bt 
found,  {iian  to  oppofe  to  the  enemy's  Beets  a  dyke 
formed  of  old  fhips  filled  with  rlones  and  funk  in 
the  fea.  The  channel  of  Boeca  Chica  hath  beca 
hhherto  the  only  one  praAicable;  This  is  fo 
narrow^  that  only  one  veffel  Can  enter  at  once; 
The  Etiglfih,  in  174I)  having  deftrayed  the  for*» 
tificatiooa  that  defended  this  pafiagc,.  they  have 

been 
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Been  fince  rcftored  with  greater  (kill.  They 
were  no  longer  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  gul- 
let, but  further  up  the  channel,  where  they  will 
fecure  a  better  defence. 

At  the  time  that  thefc  cotintries  Were  luppHed 
with  proyifionsj  by  the  well-know'n  method  of 
the  galleons,  the  veflels  which  fet  out  from  Spaiii 
all  together,  failed  to  Carthagena  before  they  went 
to  Porto  Bello,  and  vifited  it  again  on  their  re-^ 
turn  to  Europe,  In  the  firft  voyage,  they  depo* 
fited  the  merchandize  th^t  was  neceflfary  for  the 
fupply  of  the  interior  provinces,  and  received  thci 
price  of  them  in  the  fecond.-  When  firigle  ftiips 
were  fubftituted  to  thefe  monftrous  armaments^  ^ 
the  city  ferved  for  the  fame  kind  of  ftaple.  It  was 
always  the  point  of  communication  between  the 
Old  hemifphcre  and  great  part  of  the  New.  Froni 
the  year  1748  to  1753,  this  ftaple  was  only  vifited 
with  twenty-feven  (hips  from  Spain :  the(e,  in  ek- 
change  for  the  merchandize  they  had  brought, 
receiyed  every  year,  95357^806  livrcs  *,  in  gold  i 
4,729,498  livres  f,  in  (ilverj  and  851,765 
iivres  J,  in  the  produce  of  the  country  j  in  alii 
'43939>o69  livres  §. 

The  article  of  the  produce  of  the  country,  was 
compofed  of  four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  four-* 
(core  quintals  of  cacao,  the  value  of  which  in  Eu-^ 
rope  was  509,76olivres||;  offivehundredandeighty 
quintals  of  bark,  of  the  value  of  206,886  livres  f  5 
of  fev^nteen  quintals  of  vicuna  wool,  of  the  value 

*  389,9681.  iis«  8d;  t  I97>07*1«  8  s,  4d. 

t  35,4901.  14s.  zd,  f  622,461!.  13s.  4d* 

It  21,240!.  10  9i  ^  8370 1; 
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^  vn  ^  ^^  J->474  iivres  *;  of  one  quintal  and  a  half  of 
^-^— V-— '  vanilla,  of  the  value  of  11,988  livrcsff  offevcn 
quintals  of  tortoife  fhell,  of  the  value  of  4,698' 
liyies  J  i  of  fifteen  quintals  of  mother-^ofpeari,^ 
of  the  value  of  1701  livrw  §;  of  fifteen  quintals 
of  balfam,  of  the  value  of  18,900  livres  Hs  of 
two  thoufand  and  thirty  quintals  of  a  fpccies  of 
Brafil  wood,  of  the  value  of  29, 29^;  livrcs  f ; 
of  two  thoufand  one  hundred  fkins,  with  the  kair 
on,  of  the  value  of  34,020  livrcs  **  j  of  forty-two 
quintals  of  dragon's  blood,  of  the  vatuc  of  1,389 
livresfti  of  fix  quintals  of  balfanrj  of  capivi,  of 
the  value  of  2,700  livres  :j:J  j  of  fcvcn .quintals  of 
farfaparilla,  of  the  value  of  972  livrcs  §§;  ofon^J 
quintal  of  ivory,  of  the  value  of  388  livres  |fi|  1 
and  laftly,  of  one  hundred  and  eigbty»t4ght 
quintals  of  cotton,  of  thfc  value  of  21,60a 
livrcs  ffl. 

In  thefe  returns,  where  there  was  nothing  fof 
government,  and  where  alt  was  for  trade,   the 
territory  of  Carthagena.  furnifhed  only  to  the 
amount  of  93,241  livres***.  That  of  Saint  Mar- 
tha was  Hill  lefs  profitable, 
ctttfesof         This  province,    the   extent  of  which,    frorfi 
into  which  Eaft  to  Weft  is  eighty  lcagues>  and  one  hundred 
Che  province  ^^^  ^j^j^^^  ^^^  North  to  South,  was  unfortu? 
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mtely  difcovcred,  as  were  all  the  tidgfebouring 
i^ions^  at  the  difaftrous  period  when  the  kings 
of  Spain^  folely  intent  upon  theif  aggrandize-  ManhTu 
triwtin  Europe,  required  only  from  thofc  of  their  ^^^^^"^ 
fubjeiftsj  who  Went  into  the  New  World,  the 
fifth  part  of  the  gold  which  they  collected  in  their 
♦pkiwders.  Upon  this  conditiort>  thefc  robbers, 
•who  were  ftimulated  by  the  love  of  novelty,  by 
iah  inordinate  paffion  for  wealth,  avd  even  by  the 
'  hopes  of  meriting  heaven,  were  left  to  'be  the 
iblc -arbiters  of  theit  anions.  Without  dread  of 
punilhment,  or  of  cenfure,  they  might  wander 
about  from  one  country  to  another,  preferve  ot 
abandon  a  conqueft,  improve  a  territory,  or  de- 
ftroyit,  and  maflacre  the  people,  or  treat  them 
with  humanity,  as  they  thought  proper.  Every 
thing  fuited  the  Court  of  Madrid;  provided  they 
•were  fupplied  with  plenty  of  riches,  the  fourcc 
from  which  they  came  always  appeared  honeft  and 
pure. 

Ravages  and  cruelties  that  cannot  be  e?c- 
prefled,  were  the  neceffary  confequence  of  thefe 
abominable  principles;  and  \5niverfal  defolation 
prevailed.  The  fatal  vcftiges  of  it  are  ft  ill  to  be 
traced  in  all  parts,  but  more  efpecially  at  Saint 
Martha.  After  thefe  deftroyers  had  fpoiled  the 
colonies  of  the  gold  which  they  had  picked  up  ia 
their  rivers,  and  of  the  pearls  which  they  had 
filhed  upon  their  coafts,  they  difappeared.  The 
few  among  them  who  fettled  themfelves  there, 
raifcd  one  or  two  towns,  land  fome  villages, 
Vfhich  remained  without  intercourfe  with  each 
pther,  ^till  it  was  opened  by  fome  indefatigable 

£  a  Capucin 
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•  v,J^  ^  Capucin  miflionariesi  who,  in  our  days,  have 
V  »-r  ^  contrived  to  colled,  in  eight  hamlets,  three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  Motilonet^ 
or  Evagiras,  the  moft  ferocious  of  the  fayages 
who  oppofed  it.  Here  their  dcfpicable  pofterity 
vegetates,  fed  and  waited  upon  by  fome  Indians 
or  Negroes.  The  mother^country  hath  never 
fent  one  (ingle  veflel  into  this  diftriA,  and  hath 
never  received  any  kind  of  production  from  it. 
The  induftry  and  activity  of  this  place  conGfts 
only  in  a  fraudulent  trade  of  cattle,  and  efpecially 
mules,  carried  on  with  the  Dutch>  or  with  the 
other  cultivators  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  who 
give  in  exchange  clo^thing,  and  fome  other  ob- 
jects of  little  value.  SuperAition  keeps  up  tliis 
fatal  indolence.  It  presents'  the  people  from 
difcerning  that  it  is  not  by  ceremonies,  by  fla- 
gellations, or  by  aulas  da  fe,  that  the  divinity  is 
to  be  honoured  i  but  by  the  fweat  of  man's  brow, 
by  the  clearing  of  land,  and  by  ufeful  labours, 
Thefe  proud  men  perfuade  themfelves  that  they 
are  greater  in  a  church,  or  at  the  feet  of  a  monk, 
than  in  the  fields  or  the  workfhop.  The  tyranny 
of  their  priefts  hath  kept  away  f^om  them  that 
knowlege  which  might  have  undeceived  them. 
Even  this  work,  written  purpofely  to  enlighten 
jhem,  they  will  never  be  acquainted  with.  If 
fome  fortunate  event  (hould  put  it  into  their 
hands,  they  would  have  an  abhorrence  of  it,  and 
would  confidcr  it  as  a  criminal  produftion,  the 
author  of  which  would  deferve  to  be  burnt. 

Firft  events       Alphonso  Oj£d A  was  the  firft  who  reconnoi* 
p«ocdacVe.  tred,  iq  1499,  the  country  called  Venc2;ae}ay  oc 
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little  Venice,  a  name  that  was  given  to  it,  be-  ^  ^jf  ^ 
caufe  ibme  huts  were  ieen  there,  fixed  upon 
ftakes,  .to  raife  them  aboVe  the  ftagnant  waters 
that  covered  the  plain.  Neither  this  adventurer, 
nor  his  immediate  fiicceffors,  thought  of  forming 
any  fettlements  there.  Their  ambition  was  only 
to  make  flaves,  that  they  might  convey  them  tq 
the  iflands  which  their  ferocity  had  depopulated* 
It  was  not  'till  1527  that  John  d'Ampuez  fixed 
a  colony  upon  this  caaft,  and  promifed  to  his 
Court  a  region  abounding  in  metals.  This  pro^ 
mife  gave  rife^  in  the  following  year,  to  an 
arrangement  fingular  enough  to  attract  our  at- 
tention. 

Charles  V,  who  had  united  fuch  a  number  of 
crowns  upon  his  head,  and  concentrated  fo  niuch 
power  in  himfelf,  was  engaged,  by  his  ambition, 
or  by  the  jealouly  of  his  neighbours,  in  endlefs 
difputes,  the  expences  of  which  exceeded  his 
refources.  In  his  neceffities,  he  liad  borrowed 
cpnfiderable  fums  of  the  Welfers  of  Auglbourg, 
who  were  then  the  richeft  merchants  in  Europe. 
That  prince  offered  t&em  in' payment  the  pro- 
vince of  Venezuela,  and  they  accepted  it  as  ^ 
fief  of  (;^aflile. 

It  was  to  be  fuppofed  that  merchants,  who 
had  acquired  their  fortune  by  the  buying  and 
felling  of  territorial  produdions,  would  eftablifh 
|>lantations  in  their  domains.  It  was  to  be 
fuppofed,  that  Germans,  who  had  been  brought 
up  in  the  midft  of  mines,  would  work  thoft  which 
were  upon  the  fpot  that  was  granted  to  them* 
But  thcfe  expectations  were  entirely  fruftrated, 
/  F  3  The 
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»  vif  ^  ^'^^  Wclfcrs  only  fent  into  the  New  World  fomr 
^'^>^^  or  fire  himdred  of  thoie  fierce  ibldiers^  whom 
their  country  began  to  fell  to  whoever  woold  aBd 
could  pay  for  their  blood.     Thefe  bafe  hirdin^ft 
carried  along  with  them  beyond  the  feas>  (htt 
propenfity  for  piUagiag^   which  they  ba^   coiik 
trafted  in  the  different  wars  in  which  they  had 
ferved.     Under  the  guidance  (^  their  chiefs^  AI-^ 
finger  and  Sailler^  they  overran  an  immeofe  tni6k 
of  country,  putting  the  favages  to  the  torture, 
and  ripping  them  open,   to  extort  from   them 
where  the  gold  was  to  be  found.     Some  Indian^ 
dragged  along,  and  laden  with  proyiriOQ&,  who 
were  put  to  death  as  foon  as  they  fank  under  the 
laffitude,   foHowcd  this  favage  band.     Hunger^ 
fatigue,  s^nd  poifoned  arrows,    fortunately  deli- 
vered the  earth  of  this  odious  burthen.     The 
Spaniards  refumed  poifeffion  of  a  foil  which  the 
Welfers  would  no  longer  have  any  concern  witbj^ 
and  their  conduft  was  not  very  different  from 
^hat  which-  had   juft   excited  fq  much   horror* 
Their  cpmmandcr  Catvajal,  indeed,  forfeited  his 
life  for  thefe  enormities :  but  this  pynifhipept  did 
not  recall  from  the  grave  th<  viftims  that  had 
been  precipitated  into  it.    From  their  aiibes  arofe^ 
in  procefs  of  time>  a  few  produdljons,  of  which 
the  ca;cao  was  the  principal. 
The  cocoa        The  cacao  trcc,  which  i^  of  a  middlinfi:  fize, 

hath  always  . 

fxedthea-  generally  throws  out  five  or  fix  trunks  from  ic*» 

thcSpani-    root.     The  wood  of  it   is   brittle    and  w^te; 

yencrucfi.    ^^'^  ^^^  reddifc,    and   rather  rugged.      As  it 

grows  up  it  throws  off*  fome  inclined  bwncbeSi 

which  do  not  fpread  for.     It's  leaves!  are  ailtet- 

nate. 
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nate,   oval,   and  terminated  in  a  -  point.     The  ^  ^^^  ^, 

lafgeft  ci  them  are  from  eight  to  nine  feet  in 

length,   and  three  in    breadth.      They  are  aU 

£xed  upon  (hort  petals,  flattened,  and  furnifhed 

at  their  ba(ts  with  two  nnembrknes,  or  fti pulse* 

The  flowers  ariie  iafmall  bunches  along  the  Hem^ 

and  the  branches.    Their  calix  is  greenifli,  and 

hath  five  deep  divifions.     The  five  petals  tha^ 

compofe  the  corolla  are  fmall,  yellow,  inflated 

at  their  bafe,    lengthened  out  into  a  kind  of 

ftrap,  which  is  folded  up  in  a  circular  form,  and 

widened   at   it's    extrenriity.     Thefe   petals  are 

fixed  to  a  fpatha,  formed  by  the  aflemblage  of  ten 

threads,  five  of  which  bear  (lamina.     The  five 

other  intermediate  ones  are  longer,   and  in  the 

Ihape  of  a  tongue.    The  piflil,  which  is  placed 

ifi  the  center,   and  furmounted  with  one  ftyle 

only,  becomes  an  oviform  capfula,  almoft  of  a 

ligneous  texture,  fix  or  foven  inches  in  length, 

and, two  in  breadth  $    uneven  upon  it's  furface, 

marked  with  ten  coilac,  and  feparated  internally 

by  membranous  partitions  into  five  cells.     The 

kernels   which  it  contains,    to  the   number  of 

thirty,  or  more,  are  covered  with  a  brittle  flicll, 

and  fuiTounded  with  a  whitiih  pulp. 

These  kernels  are  the  bafis  of  the  chocolate, 
the  goodnefs  of  which  depends  upon  the  oily 
part  they  contain,  and  confequcntly  upon  their 
perfeft  maturity.  The  capfula  is  gathered,  when, 
after  having  changed  fuccclTively  from  green  to 
yellow,  it  acquires  a  dark  muflc  colour.  It  is 
flit  with  a  knife,  and  all  the  kernels,  furrounded 
with  their  pulp,  are  taken  out  and  heaped  up  m  a 

F  4  tub^ 
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tub,  in  order  that  they  may  ferment.  This  ope<f 
ration  deittoys  the  principle  of  Tegetacion»  an4 
removes  the  fuperfluous  moifture  from  the  ker* 
nelsj  which  are  afterwards  expofed  to  the  fuq 
upon  hurdlesj  in  order  to  complete  the  drying  of 
them.  The  cocoa^  thus  prepared>  keeps  for  a 
conGdcrabte  (ime^^  provided  it  be  in  a  dry  place ; 
but  it  is  not  proper  to  keep  it  too  longj  becauic 
it  lofes,  with  age,  part  of  it's  oil  and  of  it's  pro* 
perties. 

The  cocoa  tree  grows  readily^  from  feeds  that 
are  fow^n  in  holes  ranged  in  a  ftraight  line^  and 
at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  feet  from  each  other. 
Thefe  feeds,  which  muft  be  frcDi,  foon  vegetate. 
The  tree  grows  up  tolerably  faft^  and  begins  to 
reward  the  labours  of  the  cultivator  at  the  end 
of  two  years.  Two  crops  are  gathered  every 
year,  which  are  equal  in  quality  and  quantity. 
This  tree  requires  a  rich  and  moift  ibilj  which 
hath  not  beCn  employed  for  any  other  kind  qf 
culture,  Ifitlhould  want  water,  it  would  pro- 
duce no  fruit,  wither,  and  die.  A  (hade,  to 
Ihelter  it  continually  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  is 
not  Icfs  ncccffary  to  it.  The  fields  in  which  the 
cocoa  trees  are  planted,  are  alfo  liable  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  hurricanes,  unlcfs  care  be  taken  to 
Jkirt  them  with  ftronger  trees.  The  culture 
which  the  tree  further  requires  is  neither  labo- 
rious nor  expenfive.  It  is  fuiUcient  (o  p^ll  up  the 
weeds  that  grow  round  it,  and  which  would  de- 
prive it  of  it's  nourifhment. 

The  cocoa  tree  is  cultivated  in  feveral  parts  of 

the  New  ^orld  ^   in  fome  of  them  it  even  grov/s 

;  naturally. 
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naturally.    Ncverthclcfs,  it's  fruit  is  no  where  ®  y,?  "^ 
fo  plentiful  as  at  Venezuela  i  and  no  where  of  fa 
good  a  quality,  if  we  except  Socpnufco# 

But  for  the  fpace  of  two  centuries^  the  labour^ 
of  the  colony  did  not  turn  out  to  the  profit  of  the 
ip.Qthcr-cpuntry.  The  national  trade  was  fo  much 
overburdened  with  taxes,  and  fo  much  embar* 
raffed  with  formalities,  that  the  province  found  a 
confiderable  adyant^e  in  receiving  from  th^ 
hands  of  the  Putclji  of  Cura^oa  all  the  merchan- 
dife  they  wanted,  an4  in  giving  them  for  pay- 
ment the  produce  of  their  foil,  which  thefe 
indefatigable  neighbours  fold  for  an  immenfe 
profit  to  part  of  Europe,  and  eyen  to  the  nation 
that  was  proprietor  of  the  territory  in  which  ie 
was  coUefied.  This  fmuggling  intercourfe  was 
fo  briflc  and  fo  conftant,  that  from  the  year  170a 
to  the  end  of  1727,  only  five  ihips  were  fcnt  out 
from  the  port^  of  Spain  to  Venezuela,  and  they^ 
all  of  then^  without  exception,  made  a  voyage 
more  qr  lef$  ruinoys, 

SucH^was  the  fituation  of  afFairSj  when  fome  The 


merchants  of  the  province  of  Guipufcoa,  ima*  v^[!Laeia 
gined,  in  1728,  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  J*^^"^*^ 
theip  to  unite  in  a  body  in  order  to  undertake  y^J:  ^^ 
this  navigation.      Their  vjews  were  approved  thec^. 
^nd  encouraged  by  government*    The  principal  '*°'^* 
conditions  of  the  grant,  were,  that  the  Company 
Ihould  pay  for  every  thing  they  might  choofe  to 
fend  out,  and  for  every  thing  they  might  receivct 
the  taxes  that  were  already  fettled,  and  that  they 
P>puld  entertain^  at  their  own  cxppnce,  a  fufficient 

number 
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■  ^f  "^  dumber  of  giiarda  coftas,  to  [vetcat  the  inbabic- 
ants  from  feiuggUng. 

Some  alterations  were  fuccefiively  made  in  the 
adminiftration  of  this  fociety.  At  firft  they  were 
6nly  permitted  to  fit  out  two  AijJs  every  year  i 
but  in  1734  they  obtained  leave  to  fend  as  many 
as  they  thought  proper. 

In  the  beginning,  the  Company  had  not  the 
privilege  of  an  cxclufivc  charter.  The  govern- 
ment granted  it  to  them  in  1742^  for  the  depart- 
ment of  Caraccas  1  and  ten  years  after  for  that  of 
Maracaibo^  two  territories,  the  union  of  which 
forms  the  province  of  Venezuela,  extending  four 
hundred  miles  along  the  coaft. 

'Till  the  year  1744,  the  (hips,  on  their  return 
from  the  New  World,  were  all  to  depofit  their 
whole  cargo  in  the  port  of  Cadiz*  iifter  this 
period,  they  were  only  obliged  to  carry  there,  the 
tacao  neceflary  for  the  fupply  of  Andalufia,  and 
of  the  neighbouring  diftridts.  They  were  allowed 
to  difembark  the  reft  at  Saint  Sebaftian,  the  place 
of  the  rife  of  the  Company. 

It  was  in  this  town  that  the  general  meeting 
of  the  proprietors  was  originally  holdcn.  In 
175 1,  it  was  transferred  to  the  capital  of  the 
crrtpire,  where  fome  one  of  the  mod  efteemed 
members  of  the  council  of  the  Indies  prefides 
over  it  every  two  years, 

'  The  merchandize  was  at  firft  delivered  to  the 

lirgheft  bidder.     The  Court  was  then  informed 

that  a  general  difcontent  prevailed;    that  a  fmall 

^umberof  rich  aflbciates  Ihould  monopolize  the 

^  cacao. 
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cacaOy  which  b  coa&dered  in  Spain  as  an  article  ^  ^^  ^ 
of  pr lafMury  ncceffity^  aiid  (hould  afterwards  fell  it 
at  what  price  they  chjgrfe.  Thefe  nmirmurs  occa« 
fiontdy  in  175^5  a  regulationy  that  without  fup* 
pefiing  the  magazines  at  Saint  Sebaftian^  at' 
Cadizy  and  at  Madrid^  new  ones  fhould  be  efta* 
bli(bed  at  Corunna>  at  Alicant,  and  at  Barce* 
looa }  and  that  in  all  of  them  the  cacao  ihould 
be  retailed  to  the  inhabitants  at  the  price  fet*» 
tied  by  the  miniftry. 

T»B  Company  obtainieid,  in  1753,  that  their 
(bares  fliould  be  confidercd  as  a  real  eftate^  that 
they  might  be  perpetually  entailed,  and  formeii 
into  thofe  unalienable^  and  indivifible  majora/coSf 
or  inheritances  fettled  upon  the  elded  heir,  which 
are  in  general  fo  flattering  to  the  pride  of  the 
Spaniards. 

It  was  decr^d,  in  176 1>  that  the  Company 
fhould  advance,  to  the  members  who  might  wifh 
for  itj,  the  value  of  fixteen  fhares;  that  thefe 
ihares  (bould  be  put  in  truft,  and  that  they  might 
be  fold,  if  after  a  ftipulated  period  the  proprietor 
did  not  withdraw  them.  The  intent  of  this  pru- 
dent arrangement,  was  to  fuccour  fuch  of  the 
proprietors  whofe  affairs  might  be  fomewhat 
cmbarraffed,  and  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the 
Company  by  honell  means. 

AccpRDiNQ  to  regulations  made  in  1776,  the 
operations  c^f  the  Company  are  to  extend  to 
'Cumana,  to  the  Oroonoko,  to  the  iflands  of  Tri- 
nity and  St.  Margaret,  Thefe  countries,  indeed, 
have  not  been  fubjected  to  it's  monopoly  :  but 
•j:he  favours  it  has  received  are  equivalent  to  an 

jpxdufiye  privilege. 

During 
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■  %iJ!  ^       During  thefc  changes,  the  number  of  free- 
men and  of  (laves  were  increaling  at  Venezuela. 
The  {even  hundred  and  jffty-nine  plantations, 
diftributed  in  fixty-one  villages,  were  eoierging ' 
from  their  languid  ftate,  and  others  were  forn)* ' 
ing.    The  former  cultures  were  improved,  and ' 
new  ones  eflablilhed.  The  cattle  penetrated  more ' 
and  more  into  the  inland  parts  of  the  couittrjr. 
But  it  was  chiefly  in  the  diftridfc  of  Caraccas  that'' 
the  improvements  were  moft  confpicuous.     The 
town  which  bears  this  name,  contained  four  and 
twenty  thoufand  inhabitants,   moft  of  them*  in' 
cafy  circumftances.     The  guayra  which  ferved; 
for  the    purpofe  of  it's  navigation,    though   it 
forded  nothing  more  than  an  indifferent  anchor* 
^e,   furrounHed  with  a  fmall  number  of  huts, 
was  gradually  becoming  a  confiderable  colony, 
and  even  a  tolerable  harbour,  by  means  of  a  large 
pier  conftruSed  with  IkilK 

At  Puerto  Cabello,  which  had  been  entirely 
abandoned,  though  one  of  the  beft  ports  of  Ame- 
rica, three  hundred  houfes  were  raifed.  Let  us 
endeavour  to  inveftigate  the  caufes  of  this  fingular 
profperity,  under  the  ihackles  of  a  monopoly. 

The  Company  underftood  from  the  firft,  that 
their  fuccefs  was  infeparable  from  that  of  the 
colony  I  and  they  therefore  advanced  to  the  inha- 
bitants as  far  as  3,240,000  livres*,  without  inte- 
reft.  This  debt  was  to  be  difchargcd  in  com- 
modities; and  thofe  who  did  not  fulfill  their 
engagements,  were  fummoned  to  the  tribunal  of 

the 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES*  jj 


th^  king's  rcprcfcntative,  whofc  province  it  was 
folely  to  judge,  whether  the  caufes  of  delay  were, 
or  were  riot  reafonable. 

The  magazines  of  the  Company  were  cori- 
ftantly  fupplied  with  every  thing  that  might  bfe 
of  ufe  to  the  c6untry,  and  always  open  to  receive 
every  thing  the  country  could  pour  into  them. 
By  diis  method,  the  labours  were  never  languid 
for  want  of  means,  or  of  a  market. 

The  value  of  what  the  Ctimpany  were  to  fell, 
or  to  buy,  was  not  left  to  the  rapacity  of  therf 
agents.  The  government  of  the  province  always 
fixed  the  price  of  ^hat  came  from  Europe ;  aind 
a  meeting,  compofed  of  the  diredors,  coloniflsf, 
and  faftors,^  always  regulated '  the  price  of  the 
produflions  of  the  foil.  ^  ' 

Such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  New  World  a^ 
were  not  fatisfied  with  thefe  regulations,  were 
allowed  to  fend  into  the  Old  one,  upon  their  own 
account,  the  fixHh  part  of  their  crops,  and  to 
receive  the  value  in  merchandize  i  but  thefe 
affjiirs  were  always  to  be  tranfafted  by  the  (hips 
of  the  Company.  - 

By  thefe  arrangements  the  cultivator  was  bet- 
ter rewarded  for  his  labours,  than  he  had  been  at 
the  time  of  the  contraband  trade.  The  new  dif- 
j)oiition  of  things  was  in  reality  fatal  only  to  a 
few  fcheming,  turbulent  and  adventurous  men, 
who  coUeded  in  their -hands,  at  a  low  price,  the 
produftions  of  the  country,  in  order  to  deliver 
them  afterwards  to  foreign  navigators  pf  the  fame 
charadter  as  themfelvcs. 

^  Thi 
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^  %it  *  '^^^  ^^^  kiflgdom  of  Grcnadtr  Mexico^  ftmc 
fiftht  American  iflands^  and  the.  Canaries^,  wene 
in  the  habit  of  dra^'ing  from  Ventzucla  part  of 
.the  cacao  confumed  by  their  inhabitaAt«.  Thefe 
colonies  continued  to  enjoy  this  right  without 
reftrainCp  They  even  purfued  it  with  greater  ad-» 
vantage^  becaufe*  the  prpdu^ion  which  they 
wanted  to  procure  became  more  plentiful,  ^nA 
was  obtained  at  a  cheaper  rate* 

FojaMfiRLY  Venezuela  furoiibed  nothing  to  the 
trade  of  the  mother-couQtry*  The  Company, 
.fince  their  'eftablifhmentj  have  always  fupplted  it 
wiih  produdtions,  the  quantity  of  which  hath  iud- 
cefllvely  increaied.  From  the  year  1748  to  ifSh 
the  Company  conveyed  ansiuaUy  into  the  colony 
to  the  value  of  3,197*327  livres  \  in  mcrchan- 
4ixe.  They  drew  from  thraoe  annually  to  the 
amount  of  239,144  livres  f,  in  filver;  thirty* 
feven  thoufand  quintals  ^f  <acaOj  which  they 
fold  for  5,332,000  livres  J;  two  thoufand  five 
Jiundred  quintals  of  tobacco,  fold  for  178,200 
livres  §j  one  hundred  and  ftfty^feven  quintak 
of  indigo,  fold  for  198,990  livres  |$  twenty 
thoufand  ikins,  with  the  hair  on,  ibid  .for 
356,400  livres  ^ ;  and  ibme  dividi,  fold  for  27,000 
livres  ** -,  fo  that  their  returns  amounted  to 
6,821,734  livres  ft*    '^^  apparent  profit  waa|« 

*  133*221 1,  19  s.  zi»  ^  9»9^4l«  6  s.  8d« 

t  222>i66L  13  s.  4d.  §  7y4<Sl< 

\\  8,291].  5  s.  q  14,6501. 

••  J.i2jlv  if  2841646].  IS.  8d, 

therefore. 
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therisfoc^  ;^^84>*^  lirres*.     We  caiU  it  ap-»  •^^^'^ 
pimo^^  fc^Pft^fe  rfjie  ;?Xf>eocc3  and  tte  cuftom^ 
aWocbcd  u^^2%$^  liyres  f  of  tbia  J«m;  fo  that 
tbfi^'  rtftl   profif  of  ,.the  Comptnjr  was    onljr 

1*7011897  ymjAtf. 

,  jijUL  thcfeiu^cbes  of  commerce  have  beco 
mdreifcd  emcllpft  thai:  of  the  ifit^M,  whkh  i€ 
halth  bceK'!iK»(£ui[7  to  gtve  up^  fince  it  h^ 
been;  favod  that  it  v;as  not  fit  to  be  fubfticutcd  td 

■M 

the •' Aleppo. nu}:{ in.  dymg,  as  it  had  been  rather 
inconfidel^e}}^  imagined.  The  extefition  woul^ 
k:ive  bqen.  (lUl^reater,  had  it  been  poffible  td 
p0t  in  end  to  fmuggiing.  But  notwithftanding 
cha 'Vi^lance  of  ten  crqizers>  with  eighty-^x 
gun^y  one  hundred  and/  ninety- two  fwivels^  and 
five  hundred  and  eighteen  men  on  board  1  not- 
withftanding  twelve  pofts,  with  ten  or  cwelire  fol- 
diera  in  eachi  ^^bliihed  along  the  coaft>  and 
iKKwithftanding  dieannya}  expeticeof  1^400^000 
Uvres  Si  ^^^  contraband  trade  h^th  ngc  beeli 
eoiirely  eiradicatcd  i  wd  it  h  chiefly  at  Coro  that 
it  is  carried  o»^ 

The  nation  has.  profited  equally  by  the  efta-» 
Uiflirnent.of  the  Company.  It  doe^s  not  pay  them 
for  the  cacao  jnote  than  half  the  pr^ce  which  the 
{>utch  uied  tl)  charge.  The  quintal^  which  is 
npw  bought  in  Spain  for  160  livres  |,  ufed  for* 
jmwly  to  coft  3»Q  «[. 

THBtadvantages  which  accrue  to  the  govern* 
jdent  fsom  thQeftabli&ment  of  the  Company  are 

*»  .     .    ■  ,  . 

*  151,4331.  12 s.  6d.  f  8o»59ol.  16 5.  8d. 

I  70,922!.  79«  6cU  $  S3i333l*  6  s.  8d. 

^6U  139.  4d«  f  13 1.  6s.  8d« 

not 
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^  ^^p  ^  not  Jcfi  cTidcnt.  Before  this  period,'  the  revenue^ 
of  the  Crown  at  Venezuela,  were  neirer  fufficient 
to  defray  the  expences  of  ibvereigncy;  The/ 
have  fince  increafed  con(iderably>  not  only  bc^ 
caufe  the  citadel  of  Puerto  Cabello  has  been 
conftruded,  which  hath  coft  i,6ab>ooo  livtea  S 
but  alio,  becaufe  a  greater  number  of  regular 
troops  are  maintained  in  the .  country*  The' 
treafury,  however,  hath  fome  fuperfluoos  cafli, 
which  it  diftributes  at  Cumana,  at  St.  Mar«« 
garet's,  at  Trinity  ifland,  and  on  the  Oroonoko* 
This  is  not  the  whole*  In  Europe,  the  prodoe^ 
tions  of  the  country  pay  annually  to  the  State 
more  than  1,600,^000  t>  and  the  navigation  thef. 
give  rife  to  forms  fifteen  hundred  failors  for  lt> ,  or 
keeps  them  in  conllant  employment. 

But  hath  the  Company  itfelf  been  equally  pro-" 
fperous  ?  There  was  every  r^afon  to  doubt,  in 
the  beginning,  whether  it  would  maintain  itfelf. 
Although  the  colonifls  were  allured  to  become 
members  of  it,  they  refufed  at  firft  to  deliver 
their  produdtions  to  it.  In  Spain,  where  a  com^ 
mercial  afTociation  was  a  novelty,  no  great  eager- 
nefs  was  fhew*n  to  become  a  member  of  it,  not-^ 
withftanding  the  example  fet  by  the  monarchj 
by  the  queen,  by  the  Infant  Don  Lewis,  and  by 
the  province  of  Guipufcoa.  It  was  ncceffary  to 
reduce  the  number  of  fhares  to  fifteen  hundred, 
which  it  had  been  refolved  to  carry  on  to  three 
thoufand ;  and  the  capital,  intended  to  be  fix 
millions  J,  was  reduced  to  three  §.    Thefe  dilfi- 

•  67,5001.  t  66,6661.  13s.  4ij 

X  250,000 1.  §  125,000!. 

Culti^s 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDtEl  $i 


ftulries  did  not  prevent  confiderable  dividends 
from  being  paid  to  the  proprietorsi  even  in  the 
very  firft  years.  The  fums  in  refcrve  were^ 
however^  fufficicnt,  in  1752,  to  double  the  ori-^ 
ginal  funds,  and  in  1766  to  treble  them,  with 
a  regular  intcreft  of  five^^  cmt.  exclufive  of  the 
extraordinary  dividends*  On  the  firft  of  January 
1772,  the  company's  debts^  even  including  the 
value  of  the  fhares,  which  had  rifen  to  i,ocx>,ooo 
livres  *,  amounted  to  no  more  than  15,198,618 
livres  12  fols  f^  and  they  were  in  poflcffion  of 
21,153,760  livres  four  fols  j".  Confcquently> 
they  had  53955,141  livres  la  fols  §  above  what 
they  owed. 

The  improper  fpirit  that  generally  prevails  in 
exclufive  focieties,  hath  not  infedled  that  of  Carac- 
cas  fo  much  as  others.  It  hath  never  been  led  aftray 
from  it's  fyftem  by  abfurd  enterprizes.  It's  in* 
.  tegrity  hath  prcferved  it  from  every  kind  of  law, 
and  even  from  the  flightcft  conteft.  That  it's 
deftiny  might  not  be  expofed  to  the  csiprices  of 
the  ocean,  or  to  the  rifques  of  war,  it's  cargoes 
have  been  all  of  them  infured.  It's  engagements 
have  been  fulfilled  with  inviolable  fidelity*  And 
laftly,  in  a  country  where  moft  of  the  landed 
eftates  are  entailed,  and  where  there  arc  few 
good  vents  for  money,  the  Company  hath  ob* 
tained  all  that  it  wanted,  at  two  and  a  half 
per  cent* 

•  375,0001.  t  633,2751.  158.  6d. 

X  881,4.07 L  3s.  6d«  §  248,150!.  (8  8, 

Vol.  IV.  G  .    U 


BOOK 

vn. 


y 


^  HISTO&y  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

In  order  to  conciliate  to  itfelf  the  good  wiihes 
of  the  nation^  which  are  generally  denied  in  all 
pares  to  a  nionopoly,  the  Company  hath  always 
been  defirous  of  appearing  animated  with  a  pub- 
lic ipiric.  From  the  year  1735^  it  took  upon 
itfelf  the  care  of  the  manufactures  of  Placentia^ 
which  fcarce  ufed  to  furnilh  eight  thoufand  fire- 
lock$  per  annum ;  and  which^  at  prefentj  without 
reckoning  fome  other  kinds  of  arms  that  have 
begun  to  be  fabricated  there^  fupplies  fourteen 
thoufand  fdur  hundred^  with  the  fcutcheons 
pf  their  locks,  which  it  was  before  neceflary 
to  bring  frpm  Liege.  Though  during  the 
fliort  war  of  1762,  fix  of  the  Company's  vef^ 
feU,  richly  laden,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
^gliQi,  it  ftill  devoted  to  government  ^1  the 
^r^dit  and  in^uence  it  poflfefTed.  Wood  for  the 
buildifig  of  Ihips  was  periihing  in  the  province 
of  |f  ayarre,  fo  that  it  became  neceflary  to  cut  it 
fdown^  Ro^s  were  alfo  to  be  made  to  bring  it 
dowii  to  the  borders  of  the  Vidaflba,  andj||j>is 
upcert^iQ  r^ver  wa$  to  be  put  in  a  ftate  fit  to  carry 
thift  wood  to  it's  mputh,  after  which  it  was  to  be 
coidufted  to  the  important  harbour  of  FerroU 
^\^m  the  ye^r  1 766,  ^11  theft  things  gr?  executed 
by  the  Company  %q  the  gre^t  advantage  of  the 
mill wy  branch  of  the  navy. 

This  Company  dill  continues  to  announce 
other  enterprizes  ufeful  to  the  (late ;  but  it  is  9 
matter  of  doubt  whether  it  will  be  allowed  time 
to  execute  them.  The  refolution  which,  the 
Court  of  Madrid  feems  to  have  taken,  to  open 
it's  ports  of  the  New  World  to  all  it'i  fubjefts 
I  of 
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bf  the  Oi<ii  tnuft  nctcffarily  excite  a  prefumptiOh 
that  the  pfovir>te  of  of  Venezuela  l^ill^  foonef  Or 
later,  ceafe  to  be  under  the  reftraints  of  a  mono- 
poly; It  is  however  a  problem^  whether  the 
diflbiution  of  the  Conrjpany  will  be  produ6tive  of 
good  or  evil  s  and  it  can  only  be  iblved  by  the 
nature  of  the  meafures  that  {hall  be  adopted  by 
the  Spanilh  miniftryv 

The  coaft  of  Cumana  was  difcoveted  in  1408  TheCwit 
byColu»ibu^.    Ojeda^  who  had  embarked  with  gives  up  cu« 
thia  great  navigator,  landed  there  the  nekt  y«Ar,  ^J^o^u* 
and  even  made  fome  ex^changei  pe&deably  with  ^^[^J^^ 
the  favages%     It  appeared  more  convenient  to  tJie  tempts  of 
adventurers  who  fucccedcd  him/  to  ftfip  thcfe   brltedman 
feeble  men  of  their  gold  or  of  their  peark  j    and  Jhis'^mria 
this  kind  of  robbery   was  as  Common   in   this  flo"rifl"»i» 
region  as  in  tlie  other  parts  of  America,  when 
Las  Cafas  undertook  to  put  a  ilop  to  it* 

This  man,  fo  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  New 
World,  had  accompanied  his  father  at  the  time 
of  the  firft  difcovery.  The  mildnefs  and  fimpli- 
city  of  the  Indians  affefted  him  fo  ftfongly,  that 
he  made  himfelfan  ecclefiaftic,  in  order,  to  de- 
vote his  labours  to  their  converfion.  But  this 
foon  became  the  leaft  of  his  attentions.  Being 
more  a  man  than  a  priejl^  he  felt  more  for  the 
cruelties  exercifed  againft  them,  than  for  their 
rijdiculous  fuperflitions.  He  was  continually 
nurrying  from  one  hemifphere  to  the  other,  in 
order  to  comfort  thofe  for  whom  he  had  con- 
ceived fuch  an  attachment,  or  to  fofcen  their 
tyrants.  The  inutility  of  his  efforts  convinced 
him,  that  he  fhould  never  do  any  good  in  fettle- 
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^^f^  ^  nricnts  that  were  already  formed  j  and  he  propofcd 
to  himfelf  to  eftabliih  a  colony  upon  a  new 
foundation. 

His  colonifts  were  all  to  be  planters,  artificers, 
or  miiTionariesi  No  one  was  to  be  allowed  to  mix 
with  them  without  his  confent«  A  particular  drefs, 
ornamented  with  a  crofs,  was  to  prevent  them 
from  being  thought  to  belong  to  that  race  of  Spa- 
niards which  had  rendered  itfelf  fo  odious.  He 
reckoned,  that  with  thefe  kinds  of  knights,  he 
Ihould  be  able,  without  war,  violence,  or  flavery, 
to.  civilize  the  Indians,  to  convert  them,  to  ac- 
cuftom  them  to  labour,  and  even  to  employ  them 
in  working  the  mines.  He  alked  no  afliftance  from 
the  treafury  at  firft,  and  he  was  afterwards  fatif- 
fied  with  the  twelfth  of  the  tributes  which  he 
ihould  fooner  or  later  bring  into  it. 

The  ambitious,  who  govern  empires,  confi- 
der  the  people  as  mere  objects  of  trade,  and  treat 
as  chimerical  every  thing  that  tends  to  the  im- 
provement and  happincfs  of  the  human  fpecies. 
Such  was  at  firft  the  impreffion  which  the  fyftem 
of  Las  Cafas  made  upon  the  Spanilh  miniftry. 
He  was  not  dilcouraged  by  denials,  and  at 
length  fucciseded  in  having  the  diftrift  of  Cu- 
mana  ceded  to  him,  to  put  his  theory  in  pradice. 
This  man  of  ardent  genius  immediately  went 
through  all  the  provinces  of  Caftilc,  in  order  to 
colleft  men  accuftomed  to  the  labours  of  the 
field,  and  to  thofe  of  manufadures.  But  thefe 
peaceful  citizens  had  not  fo  eager  a  defire  to  leave 
their  country  as  foldiers  or  failors  have.  Scarce 
could  he  prevail  upon  two  hundred  of  them  to 
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follow  him.     With  thefe  he  fet  fail  for  America,  ^  ^  f  ^ 
and  landed  at  Porto-Rico  in  15 199  afcer  a  fortu^ 
.liate  voyage,     . 

Although  Las  Cafas  had  only  quitted  the 
New  Hcniifphere  two  years  before,  yet  he  found 
a  total  alteration  in  it  at  his  return.  The  entire 
deftriiAion  of  the  Indians  in  the  iflands  fubjeft  to 
Spaih,  had  excited  the.  refolution  of  going  to  the 
continent  in  fearch  |Of4laves,  to  replace  the  un- 
fortunate men  who  had  pcrifhed  from  oppreflion. 
This  cruelty  difgufted  the  independent  minds  of 
tht:  favagcs.  In  the  height  of  their  refentment, 
they  maflacred  as  many  of  the  Spaniards  as  fell 
into  their  hands  by  chance  j  and  two  miffionaries, 
who  probably  came  to  Cumana  with  a  laudable 
delign,  were  the  vidims  of  thefe  juft  retaliations, 
Ocampo  immediately  went  from  St.  Domingo, 
to  punifh  an  outrage  committed,  as  it  was  faid, 
againft  Heaven  itfelf;  and  after  having  deftroyed 
all  by  fire  and  fword,  he  built  a  village, upon  the 
Ipot,  which  he  called  Toledo. 

It  was  within  thefe  weak  palifades  that  Las 
Cafas  was  obliged  to  place  the  fmall  number 
of  his  companions,  who  had  refiftcd  the  intem- 
perance of  the  climate,  and  the  attempts  made 
to  feduce  them  from  him.  Their  refidence  was 
not  long  here.  Moft  of  them  were  pierced  with 
the  darts  of  an  implacable  enemy  -,  and  thofe  who 
efcaped,  were  forced,  in  1521,  to  feek  an  afylum 
fome  where  elfe. 

SoMe  Spaniards  have  fince  fettled  at  Cumana  1 
but  the  population  of  this  diftrift  hath  always 
been  mxjch  confined,  and  hath  never  extended  to 
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^  v|^  ^  ^Py  diftancc  from  the  coafts.  During  the  coiirft 
^^mf^mi  of  two  centuries^  the  mother  country  bad  not  any 
direft  intercourfe  with  this  fpot.  It  is  but 
lately,  that  one  or  two  fmall  fhips  have  been 
fent  there  annually^  whichi  in  exchange  for  the 
liquors  and  merchandise  of  ISurope^  receive 
cocoa  and  fome  other  produdions. 

OKwaoilr'       ^^  ^^*  Colunr>bus,  who,  in  1498,  firft  difco- 
'  vcred  the  Qroonoko,  the  borders  of  which  have 
fipce  been  named,  Spanifh  Guiana.    T^^^  S^^ 
river  takes  it's  fource  among  the   Cordeleiria^ 
mountains,  and  difckarges  icfelf  into  the  ocean 
by  forty  openings,  after  it  hath  been  increafed 
throughout  an  immenfe  track  by  the  afflux  of  a 
prodigious  number  of  rivcr^  more  or  Icfs  confi- 
derable.     Such  is  it's  impctupfity,  that  it  ftem$ 
the  ftrongcft  tides,  and  prefcrves  the  frefhnefs  of 
it's  waters  to  the  diftance  of  twelve  leagues  from 
that  vaft  and  deep  channel  within  which  it  was 
confined.  It's  rapidity,  however,  is  not  always  the 
fame,  which  is  owen  to  a  circumftance  perhaps 
entirely  peculiar.  The  Oroonoko,  which  begins  to 
fwcll  in  April,  continues  rifing  for  fivq  months, 
and   during  the   fixth    remains    at   it's   greatcft: 
height.     From  Oftober,  it  begins  gradually  ta 
iubfide  till  the  month  of  March,  throughout  the 
•whole  of  which  it  remains  in  the  fixed  ftate  of  it'^ 
grcateft   diminution.      Thcfe   alternate   changes 
'are  regular,  and  even  invariable. 

This  phoenomenon  fcems  to  depend  much 
mare  on  the  fea  than  on  the  land.  In  th^  fix 
months  that  the  river  is  fifing,  the  hemifphere 
pf  the  New  Woxld  prcfcnts  nothing  but  fcas,  a^ 
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leaft  but  little  land,  to  the  perpendicular  aftiort  *  ^^^  ^' 
of   the  rays  of  the  fun.     In  the  fix  months  oC 
it's  fall,  America  exhibits  nothing  but  dry  land 
to  the  planet  by  which  it  is  illuminated.     The 
fea  at  this  time  is  lefs  fubjeA  to  the  infiuenc^  of 
the  fun,  or,    at  leaft,    it's  current  towards  the 
eaftern  fhore  is  more  balanced,  more  broken  by 
the  land,    and  mull,    therefore,    leave  a  frce'r 
courfe   to  the  rivers,    which  not  being  then  {6 
ftrongly  confined  by  the  fea,  cannot  be  fwelled 
but  by  rains,  or  by  the  melting  of  the  fnbws 
from   the   Cordeleirias.     Perhaps^    indeed^    the 
rifing  of  the  waters  of  the  Oroonofco  ma^  depend 
entirely  on  the   rainy  fcafon.     But  to  be  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  caufes  of  ia  fingu-^ 
lar   a  phenomenon,    it  would  be  ntfc^flkry    toi 
confidcr  the  connedlion  between  the  courfe  of 
this  river,  and  that  of  the  Amassons  by  Rio  Negra^ 
and  to  know  the  track  and  direftion  both  of  the 
one  and  the  other.     From  ^e  difference  of  their 
pofition,  their  fource,  and  their  openifngr  into  the 
lea,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  caufe  0^  ib  re* 
markable  a  difference  in  the  periods  of  their  Aux 
and  reflux  mrght^  be  difcovered.     AH  things  are 
connciftcd  in  thisiworld  by  fyftem,-    The  courfcs 
of  the  rivers  depend  either  on  the  diurnil,  or 
annual  revolutions  of  the  earth.    Whenever  en- 
lightened men  (hall  have  vifited  the  banks  of  the 
Oroonoko,    they  will  difcover,   or  at  leaft  they 
will  attempt  todifcover,  the*  caufes  of  thefe  plias- 
nomena :   but  their  endeavours  will  be  attended 
with  difflcwkies^     This  river  is  not  fo  navigable 
}s  it  n^gtrc  be  prefun>ed  bonif  k'$^  n>agnitude ; 
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^  %i^  ^  ^^'^  ^^^  ^*  ^^  many  places  filled  up  with  rocks> 
Kmm'^m^i  which  oblige,  the  navigator,   at  times,  to  carry- 
both  his  boats  and  the  merchandize  they  are  laden 
with. 
Formfr  and       Before  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans,  the  peo- 
dhion  ofthc  pie  who  border  on  this  river,     but  little  diftanc 
thHllwkrof  fro"f^  '^hc  burning  equator,  knew  not  the  ufe  of 
the  oroon.  clothcs,  nor  the  reftraints  of  police;    neither  had 
they  any  form  of  government.     Free  under  the 
yoke  of  poverty,  they  lived  chiefly  by  hunting 
and  filhing,  and   on  wild  fruits.     But  little  of 
,        their  time  or  labour  could  be  fpent  on  agricul- 
ture,   where    they  had  nothing   but  a  ftick   to 
plough  with>  and  hatchets  made  of  ftone  to  cut 
down  trees ;  which,  after  being  burned,  or  rottedjj 
left  the  foil  in  a  proper  ftate  for  bearing. 

The  women  lived  in  a  ftate  of  oppreflion  on 
the  Oroonoko,  as  they  do  in  all  barbarous  re- 
gions. The  favage,  whofe  Wants  engage  his 
whole  attention,  is  '<*fnployed  only  in  providing 
for  his  fafety  and  his  fubfiftence.  He  hath  no 
other  allurement  to  partake  of  the  plcafures  of 
love,  than  that  mere  natural  inftinft  which 
attends  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  (pecies.  The 
intercourfe  between  the  two  Hxes,  which  is  gc- 
nerally  cafual,  would  fcarcc  ever  be  followed  by 
any  permanent  confequences,  if  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal  tendernefs  did  not  attach  the  parents  to 
their  offspring.  But  before  the  firft  child  cin 
provide  for  itfclf>  others  are  born  which  call  for 
the  fame  care.  At  length  the  inftant  arrives, 
when  this  focial  reafon  exifts  no  more :  but  then, 
$he  power  of  long  habit,  the  comfort  of  feeing 
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ourfclves  furrouhdcd  by  a  family  more  or  Icfs  b  o  o  i^ 
numerous^  the  hopes  of  being  adifted  in  our  latter  <■  n  ^n'lm* 
years  by  our  pofterity  j  ^11  thcfe  circumftances 
expell  the  idea  and  the  wilh  of  a  feparation.  The 
men  are  the  perfons  who  reap  the  greatcft  advan- 
tages from  this  cohabitation.  Among  people 
wbo'hold  nothing  in  eftimation  but  ftrength  and 
courage,  tyrandy  is  always  exercifed  over  weak- 
nefs,  in  return  for  the  proteftion  that  is  afforded 
it*  The  women  live  in  a  ftate  of  difgrace.  La- 
bours, confidered  as  the  moft  abjedt,  are  their 
portion.  Men,  whofe  hands  are  accuftomed  to 
the  handling  of  arms,  and  to  the  management  of  - 
the  oar,  would  think  tnemfelves  degraded,  if 
they  employed  them  in  fedentary  occupations,  or 
even  in  the  labours  of  agriculture. 

Among  a  people  of  fhepherds,  who  having  a 
more  certain  exiftence,  can  beftow  rather  more 
attention  upon  making  it  agreeable,  the  women 
are  lefs  wretched.  In  the  eafe  and  leifure  which 
they  enjoy,  thcfe  people  can  form  to  themfelves  an 
idea  of  beauty,  they  can  indulge  their  tafte  in  theob* 
jeft  of  their  afFeftions;  and,  to  the  idea  of  natural 
plcafure,  can  add  that  of  a  more  noble  fenfation. 

The  connexions  between  the  two  fcxes  are 
ft  ill  further  improved,  as  foon  as  the  lands  begin 
to  be  cultivatec).  Property,  which  had  no  exift- 
ence among  favagcs,  and  was  of  little  confequenco 
among  a  people  of  (hepherds,  begins  to  acquire  a 
degree  of  importance  among  a  people  engaged  in 
agriculture.  The  inequality  which  foon  intro- 
duces itfelf  among  the  fortunes  of  men,  muft 
Qccafton  fome  in   the  confideration  they  hold, 
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•  v»u  ^  ^^^  ****  ^^  marriage  arc  then  no  longer  formed 
by  chance ;  but  according  to  conditions  in  life 
that  are  fuitable  to  each  other.  A  man,  in  order 
to  be  accepted,  mnft  make  himfelf  agreeable; 
and  this  necefficy  brings  on  attentions  to  the  wo- 
men>  and  gives  them  a  degree  of  dignity. 

Thbt  receive  additional  importance  from  the 
eftablifhment   of  the    arts    and  of    commerce. 
Bulinefs  is  then  increafed,   and  connections  are 
complicated.     Men,  who  are  often  obliged,  from 
more  exteniive  affairs,  to  quit  their  manufactures 
and  their  home,  are  under  the  neceflity  of  adding 
to  their  talents  the  vigilance  of  their  wives.     Aa 
the  habit  of  gallantry,  luxury,   and  ttiflipation, 
hath  not  yet  entirely  difgufted  them  of  folitary  or 
ferious  occupations,  they  devote  themfelves,  with- 
out refcrve,  and  with  fucccfs,  to  fun&ions  with 
which    they  think   themfelves   honoured.      The 
retirement  which  this  kind  of  life  requires,  ren- 
ders the  practice  of  all  the  domeftic  virtues  dear 
and  familiar  to  them.     The  influence,   the  re- 
fpeft^  and  the  attachment  of  all  thofe  that  arc 
about   them,  .are    the  reward  of  a  conduft  fq 

ellimable. 

* 

At  length  the  time  comes,  when  men  grow 
difgufted  of  labour  from  the  increafe  of  their 
fortunes.  Their  principal  care  is  to  prevent  time 
from  hanging  heavy  on  their  hands,  to  multiply 
their  amuibmentS|  and  to  e^^tend  their  enjpy- 
ments.  At  this  period  the  women  are  eagerly 
jbught  after ;  both  on  account  of  the  amiable  qu^«» 
lities  they  hold  from  nature,  and  of  thofe  they  harre 
received  £roi|i  educa(ioi2.    Their  conncdtions  be-f 
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come  more  qmtenfivey  fo  that  they  are  no  longer  ^ 
fuited  for  a  retired  life,  but  required  to  (hine  in  a 
more  brilliant  icene.      When  introduced  upon 
the  ftage  of  the  world,  they  become  the  foul  of 
every  pleafure,  and '  the  primum  mobile  of  the 
moft  important  affairs.    Supreme  happtnefs  con- 
fifts  in  making  one's  felf  agreeable  to  them,  and 
it  is  the  height  of  ambition  toobtain  fbme  diftinc- 
tion  from  them.    Then  it  is,  that  the  freedom 
ivhich  exifts  between  the  two  fexes  in  a  ftate  of 
nature  is  revived,  with  this  remarkable  differ- 
ence, that  io  poliflied  cities  the  hufband  is  ofoen 
kfs  attached  to  his  wife,   and  the  wife  to  her 
huiband,   than  in  the  midff:  of  the  forefts ;  that 
their  offspring,  trufted,    at  the   inftant  of  their 
birth,  to  the  hands  of  mercenaries,  are  no  longer  ^ 
tie ;  and  that  infidelity,  which  would  be  attended 
with  no  fatal  confequences  among  moft  favagcs 
people,  affeds  domeftic  tranquillity  and  happinefs 
fimongft  civilized  nations ;  where  it  is  one  of  the 
principal  fymptoms  of  general  cofruption,    and 
of  the  extindiott  of  all  decent  affe&ions. 

I 

Th^  tyranny  exercifed  againft  the  women  upor^ 
the  banks  of  the  Oroonoko,  ftill  more  than  in  the 
reft  of  the  New  Wortd,  muft  be  one  of  the  prin^ 
cipal  caufes  of  the  depopulation  of  th^fe  eouncriei; 
^hat  are  fo  much  favoured  by  nature.  Mothers 
have  contradted  the  cuftom  of  deftroying  the 
daughters  they  bring  forth,  by  cutting  the  umbi* 
^ical  cord  ib  clofe  to  the  body,  that  the  children 
die  of  an  bcemorrbage.  Chriftianity  itfelf  hath  not 
even  been  able  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  abomtn^able 
pr^ice.  The  fa^  i^  confirmed  by  the  Jefiiic 
*  pumillai 
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B  ^  o  K  Gumillai  who  being  informed  thac  one  of  his 
convens  bad  been  guilcy  of  fuch  a  murderj  went 
to  her  in  order  to  reproach  her  of  her  crime  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms.  The  woman  liftened  to  the 
emiflary  without  (hewing  the  lead  figns  of  emo« 
tion.  When  he  had  finifhed  his  remonftrance> 
fhe  defired  leave  to  anfwer  him,  which  ihe  did  in 
the  following  manner* 

"  Would  to  God,  O  Father !  Would  to  God, 
'^  that  at  the  inftant  of  my  birth,  my  mother  had 
^^  ihewed  love  and  compaflion  enough  for  her 
^'  child,  to  fpare  me  all  the  evils  I  have  endured, 
<^and  thofe  I  fhall  ftill  fufier,  to  the  end  of  my 
"  life !  Had  my  mother  deftroyed  me  at  my  birth, 
<'  I  fhould  have  died,  but  I  ihould  not  have  been 
<'  fenfible  of  my  death ;  and  ihould  have  efcaped 
*'  the  moft  miferable  of  cdnditions.  How  much 
^'  have  I  already  fufFered,  and  who  knows  what 
**  I  have  ftill  to  undergo ! 

<*  Reprefent  to  thyfelf,  O  Father,  the  troubles 
**  that  are  referved  for  an  Indian  woman  among 
"  thefe  Indians.  They  accompany  us  into  the 
^'  fields  with  their  bow  and  arrows ;  while  we 
*'  go  there,  laden  with  an  infant,  whom  we  carry 
^'  in  a  bafket,  and  another,  who  hangs  at  our 
**  brcaft.  They  go  to  kill  birds,  or  to  catch 
^*  fifh  5  while  we  are  employed  in  digging  the 
♦^  ground,  and  after  having  gone  through  all  the 
^'  labours  of  the  culture,  are  obliged  alfo  to  bear 
<'  thofe  of  the  harveft.  They  return  in  the  even**' 
*^  ing  without  any  burthen,  and  we  bring  them 
^^  roots  for  their  food,  and  maize  for  their  drink. 
<'As  foon  as  they  come  home,  they  go  and 

«  amufe 
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**  amufe  diemfclves  with  their ,  friends ;    while  book 

VIi 

^*  we  arc  fetching  wood  and  water  to  prepare 
"  for  their  fupper.  When  they  have  eaten, 
^'  they  fall  afleep ;  and  we  pafs  almoft  the  whole 
'^  night  in  grinding  the  mai'zej  and  in  preparing 
'*  the  chica  for  them.  And  what  reward  have  we 
"  for  thefe  labours  ?  They  drink  j  and  when  they 
^^  are  intoxicated,  they  drag  us  by  th«  hair,  and 
*^  trample  us  under  foot, 

^^  O  Father,  would  to  God  that  my  mother  had 
*'  deftroyed  me  at  the  inftant  of  my  birth  !  Thou 
"  knoweft,  thyfclf,  that  our  complaints  are  juft; 
^<  thou  haft  daily  inftances  before  thine  eyes  of 
'^  the  truth  of  my  aflertions.  But  the  greateft 
"  misfortune  we  labour  under,  it  is  impofiiblc 
"  thou  ihouldeft  know.  It  is  a  melancholy  cir- 
'*  cumftance  for  a  p6or  Indian  woman  to  ferve 
*'  her  hufcand  as  a  flave  in  the  fields,  oppreflTed 
**  with  fatigue,  and  at  home  deprived  of  tran* 
*'  quillity :  but  it  is  a  dreadful  thing,  when 
*^  twenty  years  are  elapfed,  to  fee  him  take  ano- 
**  ther  woman,  whofe  judgment  is  not  formed* 
**  He  attaches  himfelf  to  her.  She  beats  our 
^^  children ;  (he  commands  us,  and  treats  us  as 
*^  her  fcrvants  5    and  if  the  leaft  murmur  efcape 

"  us,  a  ftick  raifed  .  .  •  .  ^ Oh !   Father, 

^^  how  is  it  pofllble  that  we  fliould  bear  this  coa- 
'^  dition  ?  What  can  an  Indian  woman  do  better, 
*«  than  to  prevent  her  child  from  living  in  a  ftatc 
*f  of  flavery  infinitely  worfe  than  death  ?  Would 
^^  to  God,  O  Father  !  I  repeat  it,  that  my  mo- 
'^  ther  had  conceived  afiedtion  enough  for  me  to 

"  bury 
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BOOK  €€  bury  mc  when  I  was  born !   My  hcait  would 
v..  ^   **  **  not  have  been  thus  affli6ted  j  nor  would  mine 

'*  eyes  have  been  aocuftomed  to  tears.** 
8ute  of  the       The  Spaniards^  who  could  not  pay  attention 
lony  formed  to  all  thc  rcgions  diey  difcovered,  loft  fight  of  the 
Hnkaofthe  Oroonoko.     Thcy  did  not  attempt  to  fail  up  this 
QiQoookQ.    |.jygj.  again  •till  the  yeai^  '^SiSy  w^cn>  not  having 
found  there  the  nr^ines  they  were  in  fearch  of,  they 
neglcfted  it.     Neverthelefs,   the  few  who  had 
been  throw'n  upon  this  fpot,  devoted  themfclves 
with  fo  much  afliduity  to  the  culture  of  tobacco, 
that  they  delivered  a  few  cargoes  of  it  every  year 
tof  the  foreign  veflSels  which  came  to  purchafe  it. 
This  contraband  trade  was  prohibited  by  the 
mother-country,   and  this  weak  fettlement  was 
twice  {Sundered  by  etiterprizing  pirates.     Thefe ' 
dt&fters  occafioned  it  to  be  forgotten.     It  waa^ 
Mcalled  to  mind  again  in  1755.     The  commo- 
dore Nicholas  de  Yturiaga  was  fent  there.     This 
prudent  man    eftabliflxed    a   regular    fyllem  of 
government  in  the  colony,  that  had  formed  itfelf 
infenfibly  in  this  part  of  the  New  World. 

In  177 1,  thirteen  villages  were  fcen  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Oroonoko,  which  contained  four 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  nineteen  Spaniards, 
Meftees,  Mukttoes,  or  Negroes;  four  hundred 
and  thirty^one  plantations  \  and  twelve  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  oxen,  mules'  or 
horfes. 

At  the  fame  period,  the  Indians,  who  had  beea 
prevailed  upon  to  quit  their  favage  life,  were  dif- 
tributed  in  forty-nine  hamlets« 

Tub 
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The  five  of  thcfc  which  had  bcea  under  the  *  ^^  *; 
dircdiofl  pf  the  Jefuits,  computed  fourtpen  hun* 
dred  and  twenty- fix  . inhabitants,   three  hundred 
and  forty-four  plantations,  and  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  heads  of  cattle. 

Eleven  of  them,  which  arc  under  the  diredion 
of  the  Francifcan  friars,  reckoned  nineteen  hua^ 
dred  and  thirty-four  inhabitants,  three  hundred 
And  five  plantations,  and  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
heads  of  c.attlc. 

£t»£VEN  others,  which  are  under  the , direction 
of  the  Capucins  of  Arragon,  computed  two  thou-^ 
fand  two  hundred  and  eleven  inhabitants,  four 
hundred  and  feventy  plantations,  and  five  hua«- 
dred  and  (even  heads  of  cattle. 

The  two  and  twenty  which  are  under  the  di^ 
re6lion  of  the  Capucins  of  Catalonia,  reckoned 
fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  inhabit- 
ants, fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-two  plantations^ 
and  forty-fix  thoufand  heads  of  cattle. 

This  anrwontcd  in  the  whole  to  fixty-two  colo- 
nies, fixteen  thoufand  fix*  hundred  and  twenty 
iiihabkants,  three  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-* 
two  plantations,  and  feventy-two  thoufand  three 
hiandred  and  forty ^one  heads  of  cattle. 

'Till  thefe  lafi:  mentioned  times,  the  Dutch 
of  Cura^jao  were  the  only  perfons  who  traded 
with  this  fettlement.  They  fupplied  it*«  wants, 
and  were  paid  with  tobacco,  hides,  and  catdr. 
The  bargains  were  all  concluded  at  St.  Thomas, 
the  capital  of  the  colony.  The  Negroes  and  the 
Europeans  managed  their  own  affairs  s   but  they 

were 
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'*  %n  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  miffionarics  alone  who  treated  for  thcif 
%>,  -y'^^  converts.     The  fame  arrangement  of  things  ftiH 
fubfifts^  although  for  fomc  years  pad  the  compe- 
tition of  the  Spanifh  fhips>  hath  begun  to  keep 
away  the  fmuggling  vcffcls. 

It  is  pleafing  to  entertain  a  hope,  that  thefe 
vaft  and  fertile  regions  will  at  length  emerge  from 
the  ftatc  of  obfcurity  into  which  they  are  plunged^ 
and  that  the  feeds  which  have  been  fow'n  there 
will  produce,  fooner  or  later,  abundant  fruits.  Be- 
tween a  favage  life  and  a  (late  of  fociety,  there  is 
an  immenfe  defert  to  pafs :  but  from  the  infancy 
of  civilization,  to  the  full  vigour  of  trade,  there 
are  but  a  few  fteps  to  take.  Time,  as  it  in« 
creafes  ftrength,  (hortens  diftanccs.  The  advan- . 
tage  that  might  be  obtained  from  the  labour  of 
thefe  new  colonics,  by  procuring  them  conve- 
niences, would  bring  riches  to  Spain.     ♦ 

Short  «}e-  Behind  thefe  very  extenfive  coafts  of  which 

Jbe'^NcV^  we  have  been  fpeaking,  and  in  the  inland  part  of 
kingdom  of  the  country,  is  found  what  the  Spaniards  call  the 
New  kingdom  of  Grenada.  It's  extent  is  pro- 
digious. It's  climate  is  more  or  lefs  damp,  more 
or  lefs  cold,  inore  or  lefs  hot,  and  more  or  lefs 
temperate,  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
branches  of  the  Cordeleirias  mountains  which  in- 
terfeft  the  different  parts  of  it.  Few  of  thefe 
mountains  are  fucceptible  of  cultivation :  but 
moft  of  the  plains  and  valleys  that  fcparate  them, 
exhibit  a  fertile  foil. 

EvtN  before   the  conqueft,    the  country  was 
very  little  inhabited.     In  the  midft  of  the  lavages 
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that  wandefned  over  it,  a  nation  had  however  ^  %^f  ^ 
\yeefi  formed  which  had  a  religion,  a  form  of 
government,  and  which  praftifed  cultivation. 
This  nation,  though  inferior  to  the  Mexicans 
and  Peruvians,  had  raifed  itfelf  much  above  the 
other  people  of  America.  Neither  hiftory  nor 
tradition  inform  us  in  what  manner  this  ftate  had 
been  created  5  but  we  muft  fuppofe  that  it  hath 
cxifted,  although  there  be  no  traces  remaining  of 
it's  civilization. 

This  kingdom,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
call  it  fo,  was  called  Bogota.  Benalcazar, 
who  commanded  at  Quito,  attacked  it  in  1526, 
on  the  fouth  fide  j  and  Qtiefada,  who  had  landed 
ac  Saint  Martha,  attacked  it  on  the  north.  It 
was  to  be  fuppofed,  that  men  united  among 
themfclves,  accuftomed  to  fight  together,  and  led 
on  by  an  abfolute  chief,  would  make  fome  re-** 
fiftance.  This  they  accordingly  did ;  but  were 
at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  the  valour,  the  arms, 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  Europeans.  The  two 
Spanifh  captains  had  the  glory,  fince  it  is  one^ 
of  adding  one  largte  poiTeflion  to  thofe  with 
which  their  fovereigns  had  fuffered  themfelves  to 
be  overloaded  in  this  New  Hemifphere.  In  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  the  provinces  more  or  lefs  diftant 
from  this  central  point,  were  partly  fubje^ed. 
We  (ay  Partly,  becaufe  fuch  i^  the  natural  difpo-* 
fition  of  the  country,  that  it  was  never  poflible  to 
fubdue  all  it's  inhabitants  1  and  that  thofe  among 
them  who  had  fubmitted  to  the  yoke,  broke  it  aa 
foon  as  they  had  the  courage  to  determine  refo-* 
lutely  about  it.    It  is  not  even  improbable,  that 

VaL.  IV.  ti  moft 
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^  %u.^  moft  of  them  would  have  taken  this  refolutiotii 
Ui»"y  mj  had  they  .been  employed  in  thofe  deftrudive  la- 
bours which  have  caufed  fuch  ravages  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  New  World. 
What  the        SoMS  wfiters  have  fpdcen  with  almoft  unex** 
dom  of  Ore.  ampled  enthufiafmj  of  .the  riches  which  were  at 
ucn.  ttu  firft  derived  from  this  new  kingdom.   They  make 
^hlt'it  ml    ^^^^  amount  to  a  fum  capable  of  aftonifhing  the 
wcome.       iDinds  of  thofe  who  are  moft  eager  of  the  mar- 
vellous.     Never^     perhaps^    was   exaggeration 
ever  carried  .  fo  far.     If  the  reality  had  only  ap- 
proached    near   to  the  fabulous   accounts^    this 
remarkable  profperity  would  have  been  recorded 
in  the  public  regifters,  as  well  as  the  ftate  of  all 
the  colonies  that  are  really  important.     Other 
monuments  could  have  perpetuated  the  remem- 
brance of  it.    Thefe  treafures  have  never  there- 
fore exifted  at  any  time^  except  under  the  pen  of 
a  few  writers,  naturally  credulous^  or  who  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  feduced  by  the  hope  of 
adding  to  the  fplendour  with  which  their  country 
already  Ihone. 

The  New  kingdom  furniihes  at  prefent  the 
em^rald^  a  precious  ftone,  which  is  tranfparent, 
and  of 'a  green  colour,  and  which  hath  no  greater 
degree  of  hardnefs  than  the  rock  cryftal. 
.  SoMB  countries  of  Europe  furnifli  emeralds  i  but 
they  are  of  a  very  imperfed  kind,  and  in  little 
eItima(ion. 

.  It  was  for  a  long  time  believed,  that  emeralds 
of  a  bright  green  came  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
k  is  on .  thi$  account  that  they  have  been  called 
oiiental»    This  opinion  hath  been  rejeded,  fince 

.4  thofe 
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thofe  who  fupportcd  it  have  not  been  able  to  *  ^j^  ^ 
taamc  the  places  where  they  were  found.     It  is 
now  certain  that  Afia  hath  never  fold  us  any  of 
thefe  jewels,  except  what  (he  herfelf  had  received 
from  the  New  riemifphere. 

These  beautiful  emeralds,  thercforei belong  cer- 
tainly to  America  alone.  The  firfl:  conquerors  of 
Peru  found  a  grfeat  quantity  of  them,  which  they 
broke  on  anvils>  from  an  opinion  which  thefe  ad-* 
venturers  entertained,  that  they  would  not  break. 
if  they  were  fine.  This  lofs  became  the  more  fen- 
fibly  felt  through  the  impoflibility  of  difcov^ring 
the  nriine  from  whence  the  Incas  had  draw*n  them. 
The  kingdom  of  New  Grenada  foon  fupplied  this 
deficiency*  This  diftrift  fends  at  prefent  a  lefs 
quantity  of  thefe  jewels,  whether  it  be  that  they 
are  become  more  fcarce,  or  that  they  are  lefs  in 
fafhion  in  our  climate  than  they  were.  But  gold 
comes  from  thence  in  greater  plenty,  and  it  is  fup- 
plied by  the  provinces  of  Popayan  and  Chacoi 
It  is  obtained  without  much  rifque,  and  at  no 
confiderable  expence. 

This  precious  metal,  which  in  other  parts 
muft  be  digged  out  of  the  entrails  of  rocks, 
mountains  and  precipices,  is  here  found  almofi: 
at  the  furfacc  of  the  earth.  It  is  mixed  with  it, 
but  eafily  feparated  by  walhings,  mo»e  or  lefs 
frequently  repeated.  The  negroes,  who  are 
never  employed  in  mines  of  any  depth,  becaufc 
experience  hath  ftiew'n^  that  the "  coi'd  in  thefe 
mines  deftroyed  them  very  faft,  are  the  only  pcr- 
'fons  burthcned  with  thefe  troublefome  labours. 
The  cuftoni  is,  that  the  flaves  fhould  bring  to 

Ha  their 
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^  %ii  ^  ^^^^^  maftcrs  a  certain  quantity  of  gold.  All  they 
can  coUcifl  above  this  quantity  belongs  to  them- 
felves,  as  alfo  what  they  find  upon  the  day* 
confecrarcd '  m  reft  by  religion ;  but  under  the 
exprefs  condition,  that  they  fhalt  pmvidc  for 
their  fubfiftehcc  during  th^fe  lK)iiy*days.  By 
thefe  arrangementsy  i^e  i^mft  laborious,  the  moft 
fr^^Iy  and  the  mod  fortunate  among  them,  are 
aWe,  fbemer  or  later>  to  purchafe  their  libcrtyt 
Then  they  raife  their  eyes  towards  rhe  Spaniards  r . 
then  they  mix  their  blood  with  that  of  ibefe  proud . 
conquerors. 

^Th£  Court  -of  Madrid  was  diflatisfied  that  a 
region,  the  natural  advantages  of  wliich  were 
ccntiu^aaliy  extolled,  (hould  forniih  fo  few  ar- 
ticles,, asErd  fo  little  of  each-  The  diftaftce  of  this 
ifnmcnfe  country  from  the  center  of  authority, 
eftabKfhed  at  Littia  for  the  gorefnmeifit  of  all 
South  America,  miaft  have  been  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal caufes  of  this  irta<5i!ivity.  A  more  imme- 
diate fuperiittertdence  was  accordingly  given  to  it, 
in  order  to  communicate  more  motion  to  it,  and 
to  ma£e  tliat  motion  more  regular.  The  vice- 
*oyalfy  of  Ptru  was  divided  into  two  parts.  That 
which;  was  eftablifhed  in  1718,  in  the  New  king- 
dom of  Gi^ada,  was  forteed  upon  th«  North 
Sea,  of  ill  that  fpace  that  extends  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  Mexico  to  the  Orooiwko ;  and  wpon  the 
South  Sea  of  that  fpate  which  begins  at  Veragutt: 
and  ends  at  Txnxibez.  Iti  the  inland  pa^ts^  of  the 
country  Qgito  was  alfo  incorporated*  in  k\ 

This  new  arrangement,  though  prudent  and 

necefTary,  did  not  at  firft  produce  the  great  ad- 
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vantages  that  were  cjcpcled  from  it.  Much  iittut  ®  ^ J^  ^ 
is  required  to  form  good  direftors;  and  more 
ftUI,  perhaps  to  cft^lifb  order,  and  to  Teft(»re 
to  Jabpur  wheJe  generations^  cnervabed  by  con-- 
tiaufl|ig  for  two  ccnturks  io  a  ftate  of  idlen.e{$ 
aQ4,  li^tinifnu  The  revolution  hi.th  j>owc7i^ 
I^^UA  to  ^akc  place ;  and  Spain  alrea^f  recu^ivei 
ibmt  bcneftc  from  iti 

Hale  of  the  gold  colk^ed  in  the  colony  yra$ 
fiiraggled  ;i!o  foreigners  i .  and  it  was  chiefly  bf. 
the  nifcts  Atrato  and  de'ia  Hachey  that  this  claii<>^ 
^  deftine  trade  wi»  carried  «a«  The  government 
baifie  made  tbeni&lves  nraAers  of  the  coa^iie  of  ttefe 
fivers,  by  focts  pn^peiiy  fitoated.  Notwithftaad-^ 
mg  tbef^  pr^cft^tibnSy  the  fmuggli^ig  w»H  Hill  con«> 
ttnvei  as  long  as  the  Spaniards  and  their  neigh* 
hG\AP%  jhai}  fy\d  thxnt  intereft  in  ic ;  but  it  will 
diminilh-  The  harbowrs  -of  the  nrwther-eountry 
vrill  fend  a  greater  quantity  o(  merchandize^  and 
will  receive  more  metak. 

The  cemtmunication  bctw-dcn  one  province, 
one  city,  and  even  one  village  and  another,  was 
dtfficirk  or  impratfticable*  Every  traveU'cr  Was 
more  or  lefs  expofed  to  be  plundered,  or  maf- 
facrcd  by  the  independent  Indians*-  Thefe  ene- 
mies, who  were  formeriiy  inrplacable,  yield,  by 
degrees,  to  the  invitations  of  the  miflionaries 
who  liave  the  courage  to  go  in  fearch  of  them, 
and  to  the.  tharks  of  benevolence  which  have  at 
iengtli  fucceeded  to  tlie  cruelties  fo  generally 
praftifcd  in  the  New  World.  If  this  mild  fpirit 
IhouM  be  continued,  the  lavages  of  this  region 

H  3'  '   may 
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®  viL  ^  ^^y  ^^^  ^^y  ^^^^^^  *11  civilized,  and  have  a  fixed 

rcfidcncc. 

Notwithstanding  the  know'n  goodnefs  of 
great  part  of  the  territory,  feveral  of  the  provinces 
forming  the  New  kingdom,  ufed  to  draw  their 
fubfiftence  from  Europe  or  from  North  America, 
At  length  the  government  have  been  able  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  flour  through-f 
out  the  extent  of  the  vice- royalty,  and<  even  to 
furnifh  Cuba  with  feme.  When  the  means  Ihall 
no  longer  be  wanting,  private  plantations  will  be 
eftablifhed  in  the  New  World  along  the  coafts; 
but  the  difficulty  and  the  dearnefs  of  tranfport, 
will  never  allow  the  inland  parts  of  their  countr}? 
to  extend  their  harvefts  beyond  what  is  required 
for  local  confumption.  The  chief  wiih  of  the 
people  who  inhabit  thefe  parts,  is  gfsnerally  .can« 
fined  to  the  extenfion  of  th^  minest 

«  Every  thing  announces  that  thefe  mines  are, 
in  a  manner,  innumerable  in  the  New  kingdom. 
The  quality  of  the  foil  points  them  oqt.  The 
^Imofl  daily  earthquakes  that  happen  there  arc 
Qwen  to  them.  Jt  is  from  them  that  the  gold 
muft.flow,  which  the  rivers  habitually  carry  along 
with  themi  and  it  is  from  them  that  the  gol4 
came,  which  the  Spaniards,  at  their  firft  arrival 
in  the  New  World,  tpok  from  the  fayages  on  the 
^he  coafts  in  fuch  great  quantities.  Thefe  ar? 
not  mefe  conjedlures  at  Maraquita,  at  Mufo,  at 
Pampeluna,  at  Tacayma,  and  at  Canaverales. 
The  great  mines  that  arc  found  there,  are  going 

to  be  opened  i   and  it  i$  hoped  they  will  not  be 

' ....  .^     ...  •  .    j^^ 
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Icfe  abundant  than  thofc  of  the  valley  of  Neyva,  ^  ^^^  ^ 
which  for  fomc  time  paft  have  been  worked  with  ^■»v'->i^ 
fo  much  fucccfs.    Thcfe  new  trcafures  will  all 
unite  themfelves  to  thofe  of  Chaco  and  Popayan 
in  Santa  F£  de  Bogota^  the  capital  of  the  vice- 
royalty. 

The  city  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  fteep  and 
cold  mountain^   at  the  entrance  of  a  vaft  and 
fuperb  plain.     In    1774,  it  contained  fcventccn 
hundred  and  feventy  houfes,  three  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  forty-fix  familiesj  and  fixteen  thou-* 
fand  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  inhabitants. 
Population  ttiuft  neceflarily  increafc  there,  fince 
it  is  the  feat  of  government,  the  place  where  the 
coin  is  ftrickcn,  the  ftaple  of  trade;    ind  laftly^ 
fince  it  is  the  refidence  of  an  archbifhop,  whofe 
immediate  jurifdiftion    extends  over  thirty-one 
Spanifh  villages,  which  are  called  towns;  over 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  Indian'  colonies,  an-* 
tieritly  fubdued ;    and  over  eight  and  twenty  mii^ 
fions,  eftabliflied  in  modern  times.     This  arch- 
bifhop hath  likewife,  as  metropolitan,  a  fort  of 
infpeftion  over  the  diocefes  of  Quito,  of  Panama^    . 
of  Caraccas,  of  Saint  Martha,  and  of  Carthagcna« 
It  is  by  this  laft  place,  though  at  the  diftance  of 
one  hundred  leagues,  and  by  the  river  Magda-* 
lena,  that  Santa  F^  keeps  up  it*s  communica- 
tion  with  Europe,      Th?  fame  route  fervcs  for 
Quito. 

This  province  i&  of  Jrinncnfe  extent;   but  the  Remade, 
greatcft  part  of  this  vaft  fpace  is  fuU  of  forefts,  UritietTiT 
moraflTcs,  and  deferts,   in  which  wq  meet  with  ©/(^uo, 

H  4  nothing 
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*  y,f  ^  nothing  but  a  few  wandering  favages^  at  ^rcat 
intervals  of  .diftancc.  The  only  part  that  can 
properly  be  faid  to  be  occupied^  and  governed 
by  the  Spaniards,  is  a  valley  of  fourfcore'  leagues 
in  length,  and  fifteen  in  breadth,  fonncd  by  two 
branches  of  the  Cordeleras, 

This  is  one  of  the  fineft  countries  in  the  world. 
Even  in  the  center  of  the  torrid  zone,  fpring  here 
is  perpetual.  Nature  hath  combined,  under  the 
line  that  covers  fo  ni^py  feas  and  fo  little  land, 
every  circunnflance  that  could  moderate  the  ar- 
dent heat  of  that  beneficent  conftellation^i  which 
is  the  caufe  of  uniycrfal  fertility :  thefe  are,  the 
elevation  of  the  globe  in  this  fummit  of  it's 
fphere;  the  vicinity  of  mountains  of  icnmenfe 
height  and  exteqt,  and  always  covered  with 
fnpws;  and  continual  winds  which  refreHi  the 
country  the  whole  year,  by  interrupting  the  force 
of  the  perjp^dicular  raysi  of  heat.  Neverthelels, 
^ftec  a  morning  wJiich  is  ufually  delightful,  va- 
poury begin  to  arife  about  on(:  or  two  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon.  The  fky  i^  Covered  with  gloomy 
clouds,  which  are  changed  into  ftortns.  Then 
the  whole  atniofphere  is  illuminaibed^  and  appears 
to  be  fet  on  fire  by  lightnings  and  the  thunder 
makes  the  mountains  rcfound  wi^h  a  terrible 
noife.  To  thefe,  dreadful  earthquakes  arc  fome- 
timcs  added;  at  other  times  rain  or  furtfhin^ 
prevails  without  intermiffion  fpr  fifteen  days  tOr 
gether  y  and  then  there  is  an  .univerfal  cdnfter- 
nation.  The  excefs  of  moifture  fpoils  what  i^ 
jfow'n,  and  d/ought  produces  dangerous  dif* 
cafes. 
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"  -  But,  if  we  except  thcfc  unhappy  accideats,  ^  ^^^  ^ 
wbUh  are  extremely  rare,  the  cUaiate  is  oxxe  qf 
the  moil:  wholefome^  The  air  is  fo  pure;  that 
thofe  naufeous  infeds  are  there  uakaow'n  which 
iofe^  almoft  the  whole  of  America**  Though 
^centioufnefs  and  negle&  render  venereal  cq9|^ 
plaincs  here  almoft  general^  che  people  AiSer 
mry  little  frpm  chem,  Thofc  who  h*ve  inherited 
this  cpntagioqs  diftemperi  or  who  have  acquired 
'V$  grow  old  equajUy  without  (linger  Atii  without 
inconvenience. 

.  Th£  moifture  and  the  ^Stioa  of  the  fun  being 
ci^iiitiaual^  and  always  f^fficient  to.  unfold  ami 
ftrengthen  the  .flioot$>  the  agre^bl«  pi&ure  of 
^t  three  moft  beautiful  ftafiww  -of  the  year  is 
continually  prefented  to  the  eye  of  the  inhajbit-^ 
ants.  In  proportion  as  the  gnlfs  withtrs^  fre(h 
grais  fprings  up ;  and  the  enanicl  of  the  meadowfil 
is  hardly  paft^  but  it  appears  afrelh.  The  trees 
are  inceflantly  covered  with  green  leavesj  adorned 
with  odoriferous  flowersi  and  always  Isden  with 
fruit ;  the  colour^  forfn»  and  beauty  of  which  arc 
continually  varying  in  all  their  feveral  progreffiVe 
ftates,  from  their  firft  appearaitce  to  their  matu^ 
rity.  The  corn  advances  in  the  fame  progreflioa 
of  fertility  that  is  always  renewing.  At  one  view 
toe  may  behold  the  new<*ib^'n  feed  fpringing  up» 
ipme  that  is  grow'n  larger  and  fpiked  with  tansj 
fome  turning  yellow,  and  fome  under  the  reaper's 
icy  the.  The  whole  year  is  pafTed  in  fowing  and 
reaping,  within  the  compafs  of  the  fame  horizon. 
This  oonftant  variety  depends  on  the  diverfity  of 
|i|f  expofures. 

Accordingly, 
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^  vn  ^      AceoRDiNGLY,  this  is  the  moft  populous  part 
C  -v>-  m,9  of  the  continent  of  America.    There  are  ten  or 
whfThe      twelve  thoufand  inhabitants  at  St.  Michael  d'lbar- 
oXItfo    ra.  Eighteen  or  twenty  thoufitnd  at  Otabalo.  Ten 
^puioot  at  or  twelve  thoufand  at  Latacunga.     Eighteen  or 
^«9ofit*i  twenty  thoufand  at  Riobamba.     Eight  or  teit 
'•*******^*  thoufand  at  Hambato.    Fron>  five  and  twenty  to 
thirty  thoufand  at  Cuen^a.-     Ten  thoufand  at 
Loxa^  and  fix  thoufand  at  Zaruma.    The  coun- 
try places  do  not  afford  a  lefs  number  of  men  than 
the  towns, 

.  Population  would  certainly  be  lefs  confider- 
able^  ifj  as  in  many  other  places^  the  peopte 
had  been  buried  in  the  mines.  Numberieft 
writers  have  blamed  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftri^ 
for  not  having  continued  to  work  the  mines  that 
were  opened  at  the  time  of  the  conqueftj  and  for 
having  negleded  thofe  that  have  been  fucceflively 
difcovered.  This  reproach  appears  to  be  ill- 
founded  to  enlightened  perfons^  who  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  nearly  into  thefe  mat- 
ters; T4ieir  opinion  in  general  is,  that  thie  mines 
of  this  diftrift  are  not  fufficiently  plentiful  ta  de-- 
fray  the  neceffary  expences  of  working  them. 
We  (hall  not  p-ecend  to  decide  upon  this  difpute. 
Neverthclefs,  if  we  <io  but  juft  confider  the  paffion 
which  the  Spaniards  have  always  fhew'n  for  the 
kind  of  wealth,  which,  without  any  labour  on  theip 
parts,  coft  nothing  more  than  the  blood  of  their 
flaves,  we  Ihall  be  induced  to  think,  that  nothing 
but  a  total  impoflibility,  evinced  by  repeated  ex- 
perience, can  have  determined  them  to  refift  theiV 

natural 
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natural  propenfity,  and  the  urgent  falicitations  of  *  ^^f  ^ 
chc  mother-country. 

Ik  the  country  of  Quito,  the  nianufadtures 
keep  thofe  perfons  employed,  who  in  other  parts 
are  enervated  by  the  mines.  Many  hats,  cottons, 
and  coarfe  woollen  clothfli  are  fabricated  th^re. 
With  the  produce  of  the  quantity  of  thefe  iirticles, 
Gonfuoied  in  the  different  countries  of  South 
America,  Quitopaid  for  the  wines,  brandy,  ancP 
oils,  which  it  was  not  allowed  to  procure  ft^m  it's 
only  foil  i  I  for  <the  dried  and  fait  filh  that  came 
from  the  coaffs^  for  the  foap,  made  of  goat*s 
greafe,  th^  wa$  fupplied  by  Piura  and  Trufcillos 
£br  the  crude  Or  wrought  iroathat  was  wanted  (of 
it's  manufkiSlures ;  and  for  the  fmall  quantity  that 
it  was  poQible  it  Ihould  coiifume  of  the  mepch^n- 
dize  of  our  hemifphere.  Thefe  refources  have 
been  con fiderably  lefiened,  iince  manufadlures  of- 
the  fame  kln4  have  been  eitablifhed  in  the  neigh- 
bouring proirinces  s  and  efpecially  .fince  the  fupe- 
rior.  cheapnefs.  of  the.  European  cottons  and  linensf 
liath  psctended  the  Xife  of  them  in  a  (ingular  man^ 
jier«  Accordingly,  the  country  is  fallen  into  the 
mpft  :Mtrc«U5  ftatc  of  mifcry. 

It  will  never  emerge  from  this  fituation  by  it's 
provifions.  Not  but  that  it's  fields  are  in  general 
cowred  with  fugar  ewes,  with  all  for(;s^  of  corn; 
yfkh  delicioqs  ftuit^,  and  vfiih  numer^ous  flocks^^ 
It  would  t^  difficult  to  find  s^  foil  fo  fertile,. and 
cultivated  with  fo  Ijttl^  expencej  but  nothing 
tb^t  it  fyrnilhes  can  fupply  foreign  markets. 
}t's  natural  riches  muft  be  confumctd  upon  the 
farne  territory  that  hath  prpduced  them.     The 

bark; 
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^  %ih  ^  ^^^  ^  ^^'^  ^^^  pfsdui^ton  which  it  has  hitherto 

X.  V     '  been  poffiblc  to  export. 

Thebtrk         XiiB  tpcc  whfeh  vicMs  tWs  precious  rcnwdy 

comes  frojn  ^  *  ^ 

the  province  luth  a  flreight  ftem>  amltifcs  to  «  confideraMef 
Refl^iioM  height  when  kfc  <o  itfelf.  It'  trunk  «nd  ii':9 
Tcmcdy*!"  br^nchcj  are  pr<>portioncd  to  it'a  height.  The. 
« leaves,  which  uc  opp^fiie,  ao4  coopered  dt  their 
l^fe  ^jr  an  interoKdtary  mennbnane  or  ftip\Hii»; 
«re  of  an  oval  6g«»re,  fpread  owt  ac  the  lower 
psw^3  and  acute  at  their  apex;  they  are  very 
ftnoQth  aad  of  a  beaxitiful  gvoen.  Fvcm  the 
a^Ul^^of  the  upper  leaves,  which  ave  fmallcr*^ 
strife  cUtfters  of  flomrersy  reTonrtfaltng,  at  fird  fight, 
thofc  of  the  larvender*  Their  calix,  which  ii 
jhorty  hath  five  divifions.  The  corolla  forms  aa 
elongated  tube,  bhieiih  oa  the  autfide,  and  red 
within;  it  is  filled  with  five  ftannina>  ipread*out> 
at.  the  tipper  part,  and  divided  iato  five  lobea 
finely  dtctatedL  It  bears  upoa  a  piftil,  which 
being  furmounted  with  a .  fingle  ftyfe,  occi^nes 
the  ftandus  of  the  calix,  and  beconatcs  with  it  af 
dry  fruit,  truncated  at  the  upper  ettmnr»ity,  and 
divided  longitudinally  into  two  haif-<pod&  full  of 
feeds,  and  lined  wifh  a  n^cmbranous  expan«« 
fioh.  \ 

Titra  tree  grows  upon  the  flbpebf  nnountainB, 
The  only  precious  part  dof  it  is  the  bark,  know'n 
by  it's  febrifuge  qualities,  and  which  requires  no 
other  preparation  than  that  of  drying.  The 
thickeft  was  prefei^red,  'till  repeated  ahalyfes  and 
experiments  had  (hcw'n,  Uiat  the  thinneft  poffeffed 
moft  virtue, 

■   The 
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The  inhabitants  diftinguiffli  three  fpccics,  or  b  o  o  k 
tSLth^r  three  varieties  of  bark.  The  yellow  and 
the  red,  which  are  in  equal -cftimation,  arid  differ 
Ofllf  in  the  depth  of  their  colour;  and  the  white^ 
which  being  of  a  much  inferior  cjoality,  fe  not  in 
great  requcff.  It  is  diftinguilhed  by  it's  l«a€ 
being  lefs  fmooth  and  rounder,  it*$  flower  whiter, 
it's  feed  larger,  and  it's  bark  white  Qp  the  out- 
fide.  The  bark  of  the  good  fpecies  is  generally 
brown,  brittle,  and  rough  on  it's  furface,  with 
cracks  upon  it. 

Ui>oN  the  borders  of  the  river  Maragnon,  the 
country  of  Jaen  furniflies  a  great  deal  of  white 
bark  :  but  it  was  imagined,  for  a  long  time,  that 
the  yellow  and  the  red  were  found  no  where  but 
upon  the  territory  of-Loxa,  a  town,  founded  ia 
1546,  by  Captain  Alonzo  de  Mercadillo.  The 
moft  efteemed  was  that  which  grew  at  the  dif^ 
tanee  of  two  leagues  from  this  place,  upon  the 
mountain  of  Cajantrma;  and  no  longer  than  fifty 
years  ago,  the  merchants  ufed  to  endeavour  to 
jjrove  by  certiBcates,  that  the  bark  whick  they 
^Id  came  from  that  celebrated  fpot.  In  endea*- 
vauring  to  increafe  the  quantity  coUefted,  thfe 
old  trees  were  deftroyed,  arid  th^  new  ones  were 
not  fuffered  to  .come  to  their  complete  growrfii 
fo  that  the  taHeft  of  them  are  at  prefent  fcarde 
three  toifcs  high.  This  fcarcity  occafioncd  the 
trees  to  be  fearched  for  in  other  places.  At 
leagth  the  fame  tree  was  drfcovered  at  Riobamba> 
M  Cuenf;a,  in  the  neighboi2riu>od  of  Loxa ;  and 
ftill  more  r^ccatly  at  Bogpca  in  the  New  King- 
dom^ 

The 
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^  Yi?  *  '^"^  '^^^^  ^**  know'n  at  Rome  in  1639*  The 
Jefuics^  who  had  brought  it  there>  diftributed  it 
gratis  to  the  poor^  and  fold  it  at  an  exorbitant 
price  to  the  rich*  The  year  following^  John  dc 
Vega,  phyfician  to  a  vice-queen  of  Peru>  who 
had  experienced  the  falutary  effe£):s  of  it»  efta* 
blifhed  it  in  Spain  at  a  hundred  crowns  a  pound  *• 
This  remedy  foon'  acquired  great  reputation, 
which  it  maintained  till  the  inhabitants  of  Loxa, 
not  being  able  to  fupply  the  demands  that  were 
made  on  them,  thought  of  mixing  other  bark^ 
with  that  for  which  there  was  fo  much  demand. 
This  fraud  diminifhed   the  confidence  that  had 

• 

been  placed  in  the  bark.  The  meafures  taken 
by  the  court  of  Madrid  to  remedy  fo  dangerous 
an  impofition,  were  not  entirely  fuccefsful.  The 
iate  difcoverics  have  been  more  effectual  than 
aachority,  in  putting  a  (top  to  this  adulteration. 
Accordingly,  the  ufe  of  the  remedy  hath  become 
4[KM'e  general,  efpecially  in  England. 

It  is  a  generally  received  opinion,  that  the  na-^ 
Cives  of  the  country  were  very  anciently  acquaint^ 
td  with  the  bark,  and  that  they  had  recourfe  to 
it's  virtues  in  intermittent  fevers*  It  was  Qmply 
infufed  in  water,  and  the  liquor  given  to  the 
patient  to  drink,  free  of  the  refiduum^  M^ 
Jofeph  de  Juflieu  taught  them  to  make  the  ex- 
traft  from  it,  the  ufe  of  which  is  much  preferable 
to  that  of  the  bark  in  kind. 

This  Botanifl:,  the  mofl:  intelligent  of  thoft^ 
whom  their  zeal  for  the  improvement  of  natural 
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hiftory,  hath  carried  into  the  Spaniih  poffcffions  '  ^^  ^ 
in  the  New  World,  had  formed  a  much  more 
cxtenfive  plan.     He  went  over  moft  of  the  moun- 
tains of  South  America  with  incredible  fatigues, 
and  ^  was  juft  going  to  enrich  Europe  with  thc^ 
valuable  difcoveries  he  had  made,  when  his  pa- 
*  per^  were  ftoleh  from  him.    An  excellent  me- 
mory might  partly  have  repaired  this  misfortune i 
but  he  was  alfo  deprived  of  this  refourcc.    There 
was  great  want  of  a  phyfician  and  an  engineer  in 
Peru.     M.  de  Juflieu  pofleffed  all  the  knowlege 
which  thefe   two  profefliQns  required,    and  the 
government  of  the  country  called  upon  him  to 
employ  his  talents  in  this  double  capacity.  Thefe 
new  employments  were   accompanied    with  fo 
many   contradi<5lions,    fo  much  difguft  and  in- 
gratitude, that  this  excellent  man  could  not  bear 
up  againft  them.^  His  mind  was  totally  deranged, 
when,  in  177 1,  he  was  embarked,  without  for- 
tune, for  a  country  which  he  had  quitted  fix  and 
thirty  years.     Neither  the  government  which  had 
fent  him  to  the  other  hemifphere>  aor  that  which 
had  detained  him  there,   condefcended  to  take 
any  care  of  his  future  deftiny ;   which  would  in- 
deed have  been  deplorable,  had  it  not  been  for  . 
the  tendernefs  of  a  brother,  as  refpedtable  for  his 
virtues  as  celebrated  for   his  knowlege*     The 
worthy  nephews  of  M.  Bernard  de  JuflTieu  have 
inherited  their  uncle's  attention  to  this  unfortu,n 
nate  traveller,   who  died  in   1779.      ^^X  ^^^* 
conduft  of  a  family,  whofe  name  is  illuftrious  in 
the  fciences,   fcrve  as  a  model  to    all   thofe, 

who. 
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BOOK  ^ho,  cither  for  their  happinefs  or  their  misfbr-^ 
tune,  apply  thctnfclvcs  to  the  cultivation  of  lite- 
rature ! 

M.  Joseph  de  Jussieu,  who  found  that  th^ 

people  had  received  with  docility  the  inftruftions 
he  had  given  them  refpeding  the  bark^  endea« 
voured  alfo  to  perfuade  them  to  improve  by  con« 
(tant  and  regular  attention,  the  wild  cochineal 
which  the  country  itfelf  fupplied  their  manufac* 
tures  withj  and  the  coarfe  cinnamon  which  they 
drew  from  Qutxo^  and  Macas :  but  his  advice 
hath  hitherto  had  no  effe£t>  whether  it  be  that 
thefe  produAions  have  not  been  found  fufceptible 
of  any  improvement^  or  whether  no  pains  have 
been  taken  to  bring  it  about. 

The  laft  conjefture  will  appear  the  mod  pro- 
bable to  thofe  who  have  a  proper  idea  of  the 
matters  of  the  country.  Still  more  generally  than 
the  other  Spanifh  Americans,  they  live  in  a  (late 
of  idlenefs  from  which  nothing  can  roufc  them; 
and  in  debaucheries  which  no  motive  can  inter- 
rupt. Thcfc  manners  arc  more  particularly 
the  manners  of  the  pcrfons,  whofe  refidence, 
from  birth,  employments,  or  fortune,  is  fixed 
in  the  city  of  Quito,  the  capital  of  the  province^ 
and  very  agreeably  built  tfpon  the  declivity  of  the 
celebrated  mountain  of  Pitchincha.  Fifty  thou- 
fand  Meftees,  Indians',  or  Negroes,  allured  by 
thefe  feducrng  examples,  alfo  infeft  this  fpoc 
with  thdr  vices,  and  in  particular  carry  their 
paflion  for  rum,  and  for  gaming,  to  an  cxcefs 
that  is  unknow'n  in  the  other  great  cities  of  the 
New  World. ' 

But 


V 
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BuTi  in  order  to  relieve  our  imagination  from  ®  ^^p  ^ 


fuch  a  number  of  diftreifing  pi6tures^  which, 
perhaps,  have  too  much  engaged  our  attention,  upon  the 
let  U3  for  a  nioment  quit  thefe  bloody  fcencs,  ^^^^f 
and  let  us  enter  into  Peru,  fixing  our  contem- 
plation upon  thofe  frightful  mountains,  where 
learned  and  |pold  aftronomers  wenc^  to  meafure  the 
figure  of  the  earth.  Let  us  indulge  ourfelves  in 
thofe  fcnfations  which  they  undoubtedly  expe- 
rienced, and  which  every  traveller,  learned  or 
ignorant,  mu ft  experience,  wherever  nature  pre- 
fents  him  v(^ith  fuch  a  fcene.  Let.  us  even  be 
allowed  to.  throw  out  fome  ge;ieral  conjedures 
rcfpefting  the  formation  of  mountains. 

At  the  fight  of  thofe  enormous  maflTes,  which 
rife  to  fuch  prodigious  heights  above  the  humble 
furfaceof  th?  earth,,  where  almoft  all 'mankind 
have  fixt  their  refidence  i  of  thofe  maffes,  which, 
on  one  fpot  are  crowned  with  impenetrable  and 
ajRtierjt  forefts,  that  have  never  refounded  with 
the  ftroke  of  the  hatchet,  and  which  prcfent,  on 
another,  nothing  more  than  a  barren  and  dreary. 
furface$  which  in  one  country  reign  in  fedate 
and  filcnt 'Hiajefty,  that  ftops  the  cloud  in  it'i. 
courfe,  andr  breaks  the  impetuoCty  of  the  wind  j, 
while  in  aijiorher,  they  keep  the  traveller  at  > 
diftance  from  their  fummits  by  ramparts  of  ice » 
that  furround  them,  from  the  center  of  which^ 
volleys  of  flame  UTue  forth  j  or  frighten  him  who. 
attempts  to  afcend  them,  with  horrid  and  con- . 
cealed  caverns  digged  on  each  fiide:  mafifes^. 
fcvera)  of  which  give  vent  to  impetuous  torrents, 
defcending  with  dreadful  noife  from  their  opea 
^  Vol..  IV.  I  fidegj 
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^  viK  ^  ^^^^h  or  to  rivers,  ftfcams,  fountainsi  and  boil- 
ing fprings  J  all  of  them  fpre^ding  their  rcfrcfliing 
ftade  over  "the  plains  that  furround  them,  and 
affording  them  a  fuccclTivc  fhelter  againft  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  from  the  moment  that  luminary 
gilds  their  tops  at  the  time  of  it's  rifing,  'till 
that  of  it's  fctting :  at  this  alpcft,  1  fay,  every 
man  is  fixt  with  aftbnifhment,  and  the  inquirer 
into  nature  is  led  into  reflcftions. 

Ht  aflcs  hlmfelf,  who  it  is  that  hath  given  birth 
here  to  Vefuvius,  to  Etna,  to  the  Appeftines, 
and  here  to  the  *  Cordeleras  ?  Thefc  mountains, 
are  they  as  old  as  the  world,  have  they  been 
produced  iri  an  inftant,  or 'is  the  ftony  particle 
that  is  detached  from  theiti  more  antient  than 
they  ate  ?  Can  they  be  the  bones  of  a  fkeleton, 
of  which  the  other  terr^ftial  fubftances  are  the 
flelh  ?  Are  they  diftinft  mafles,  or  do  they  hold 
together  by  one  great  common  trunk  of  which 
they  afe  fo  many  branches,  and  which  feiVes  as  a 
foundation  to  themfelves,  and  as  a  baRs  for  every 
thing  that  covers  th^m  ? 

It  we  agree  with  ohe'  philofaphert  '^  The 
**  center  of  the  earth  beihg  occupied  by  Hn  im* 
'*  menfc  refet-voir  of  waters,  the  fubftanoc  tjiat' 
*'  contained  them  fitddehly  burfK  The  citarads 
«'  of  the  flcy  were  immediately  opened,  and 
**  the  whole  globe  was  Confounded  and  funk 
*^  underwater.  The  fabulous  atcount  of'chao^ 
"  was  renewed,  and  the  earth  did  not  begin  tdi 
'*  extribate  itfelf  from  this  ftate,  ^riH  the  tim^ 
**  when  the  diflferent  materials  precipitated,  ac» 
'*  cohdi-ng  to  the  faws  *of  gravity,  by  which  they- 
<-    -  t         ^  •*  wer% 
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••.werfc^lTicccflRvciy  impelled;    the  layers  of  thefe  ^  %^  ^ 
"'fevertl  hcte>egen€fous  fubftances  were  heaped 
•*  orifc  u|K)fr  Anbthef, 'and  raifed  their  fummits 
•^  above  the  fiirfaeeoftfceivaters,  which  went  to 
**  dig  a  bed  tor-then*f(^ves  in-the  plains/^ 

Akotheii  philofopher'dtircryes :  **  That  thefe 
"  caufes  are  infufEcient  to  explain  this  phiAo- 
•*  menon,  without  the  intervention  and  zp^roicK 
*'  of  a- comet,  which  he  calls  forth  from  the  VaA: 
regions  of  fpace  where  thefe  bodies  lofe  them- 
felves.  The  column  of  waters,  he  fays,  which 
*'  this  eomet  drew  along  with  ir,  was  joined 
**  by  thofc  Which  rofe  from  the  fubterranean 
abyfs,  and  thofe  which  defccnded  from  the 
atmofphere.  The  a^ion^  of  th^  com^rt  YnidH 
**  thefti  rife  above  thcf  hlgheft  mountaihs^  >^hlcH 
*'  were  already  cxifting  j .  and  from  the  fedimeri'tl 
«*  of  this  dilwgie  they  were  PeprodAiced.** 

A  THIRD  writer  treats  all  thefe  opiniofts  as 
idledtcams,  and  fays:  **  Let  lis  caft  our  eye^ 
^^- around  us,  and  wc  fhall  fee  the  mountains 
"  riffng  from  the  very  element  that  deftroys 
•^  them.  It  IS  f5re  which  hai^dens  the  Toft  layers 
"  of  the  earth  >  if  ijihat,  whiclj,  affifted  in  it*S 
"  *^  exptutfioA  by  air  aiid  by  water,'  thrt3W«sr  theni 
<*  lip,  aixi  drives  their  fumrtiits  ihto  the  clouds ; 
«  it  is  that  which  burfts  them  and  forms  theiif 
^  imi^rienfe  caldrons.  Every  mountain  is  i 
^<  voloafto,  which  is^  either  preparing,  or  hath 
<^ceaf€d."  :    * 

These  opinions  are  Again  contradii^ed  by  'i 
mod  tloqfuent  modern  writer^  the  charms  of 
whofeUanguagc,  while  I  liften  to  it^  fcarcc  leavt 
*         :    -i  la  mc 
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*  VI? ^  '^  ^^^  poftdiluvian  mountains  arc  difpofcd  ia 
ji.  I  J  layers:  which  arc  formed  of  different  fubftanccsp 
The  laft  of  thefe,  or  that  which  is  at  the  bafis,  i# 
always  of  coal.  The  fird^  or  that  which  i$ 
neareft:  the  fummit,  always  furniflies  fait  fprings. 
The  mountains  never  fail  to  terminate  in  the  for- 
mer. They  fupply  copper,  lead,  quickfilver, 
iron,  and  even  filver,  but  in,  leaves,  and  capil- 
laceous.  But  they  would  deceive  our  avidity 
if  we  cxpefted  to  find  gold  in  them.  The  moun* 
tains  which  produce  this  metal  are  the  wqrk  of  a 
deluge,  ' 

The  modern  mountains  produced  by  fire, 
by  water,  and  by  an  infiniie  number  of  va^ 
.rious  and  recent  accidents,  exhibit  in  their  in* 
.^t^rn^l  p^ts,  nothing  but  broken  layers,  a  con« 
ixifyd  mi^tgrQ  of  all  Hii^ds  of  fubftances,  and  all 
(he  marks  of  fubverfion  and  diforder. 

It  is  in  vain  that  nature  had  concealed  the 
precious  metals  in  the  midft  of  thefe  hard 
a;id  o^oft  comp4^  mafles;  our  cupidity  hath 
broken  them.  This  cir^umftancf,  howeverj, 
would  not  caU  for  our  ccnfur^,  if  we  could  fay 
pf  the  men  employed  in  thefc  dreadful  labourSn 
.what  wc  Head  of  ^ce^  io  Caflio^orus ;  <^  They 
f*  go  down  poor  into  5hc  rpines,  and  coime  out 
f ^.  of  them  wealthy.  They  .e^yoy  a  kim}  of  riches 
f<  which  00  naaa  dares  to  cake  away  f|om.th^ni« 
^'  They  are  the  only  perfqw  whofe  fortune  x^ 
."  neither  Tallied  by  rapine  or  meaanffs." 

Europeans,  reBed  ufon  what  thtsjudtcibtl^ 

writer:  ad<h :  . «'  To  acquire  gold  hy  facsifidttg; 

V  nkn,  is  4^  crime*    To  go  in  fearch  of  icacfolfc 

«L  "the 
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*'  th^  perils  of  tfee  fea^  i«  a  fpUy.     To  amafs  it  ^  ^j^  '^ 
**  by  corruption  and  vLcc^,  ;is  baft^     The  only  u.-y-i^ 
'^  profits  that  ar^  juft  ancl^J^HM^ft,  are  ^hofip  |h4t 
*^  are  acquired  without  injury  to  #i?y  pcrfoflii 
*^  and  we  never  c^(i  poffeft^   without' reniorfe> 

what  we  have  obtained  ^t  the  expoftce,  of  other 

mcn*g  happineft." , 

Anjx  you,  in  order  to  have  gold,  you  have 
gone  acrofs  the  Teas.  In  order  to  have  gold, 
you  have  invaded  other  countries*  In  order  to 
have  goid,  you  have  m^ffacred  the  greateft  part 
of  the  inhabitants.  .  In  order  to  have  gold,  you 
have  precipitated  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth 
thofe  whom  your  daggers  had  fpared.  In  order 
to  have  gold,  you  have  introduced  upon  the  earth 
the  infamous  trade  of  mankind  and  flavery.  In 
order  to  have  gold,  you  repeat  th^  fame  crfmes 
every  day.  May  the  chiiTierical  idea  of  Lazarro 
Moro  be  realized^  and  may  fubterraneous  flames 
fet  on  fire  at  once  all  thpfe  mountains  of  which 
you  have  made  fo  rriany  dungeons^  where  inno*- 
cence  expiry  for  feveral  ag^s  paft  I    - 

This  ewrfc.^oyld  firftyfall  upqn  th«  Cprdcr  ^^""l  f- 
Jeras,  or  Andes,  which  c\it  almoft  the  whole  of  ofpem. 
America  through  it*s  length,  and  the  digcrent  l[\uij  * 
braaches  of  rwhich  exteml  dieoifelves  inegolarly    . 
in  iVs  br<$a^d(b.     It  h  piirdcularly  jDO^f r  %b^  Line, 
and^ar  Peru^   that  th^e  mpunt^ii^s  awe  us  by 
their  majeftic    $ippear|Mlce. .  ^  Through  fi\c,  ctv- 
oririous  he&p^  pf  faow;  tftajt  cover  tH^  ipoft  Gon- 
fideraW?  :of  )them,   it  may   eafily  b^  difcfrned, 
that  ibey  formerly  were  voJcanos.    The  clq^ds 
of  foioke^  and  gufts  of  flame^  which  ftill  iHue  from 

I  4  fome 
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*  VI?  ^  fottie  of  them,  cannot  allow  us  to  have  the  leaft 
doubt  rcfpefbing  the  eruptions.  ChimboracOt 
the  highefl:  of  them>  and  which  is  near  three 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  twenty  toifes  above 
the  level  of  the  fea^  is  more  than  one-third 
higher  than  the  Peak  of  TeneriflFe,  the  loftieil: 
mountain  of  the  anticnt  hemifphere.  The 
Pitchincha,  and  the  Caramon,  which  have  prin- 
cipally ferved  for  taking  the  obfervations  upon 
the  figure  of  the  earthy  have  only  two  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  thirty^  and  two  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  Seventy  toifes  s  and  it  is»  however, 
at  this  height  that  the  moft  intrepid  travellers 
have  been  obliged  to  ftop.  Eternal  fnows  have 
hitherto  rendered  fummits  of  greater  height  inac- 
ceffible* 

A  PLAIN,  which  is  from  thirty  to  fifty  leagues 
in  breadrh,  and  is  raifed  one  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty- nine  toifes  above  the  level  of  the 
ocean,  ferves  as  the  bafis  to  theft  aftoniftiing 
mountains.  Part  of  this  vaft  fpacc  is  occupied  by 
Jakes  more  or  lefs  .  confldcrable.  That  of  Titi* 
caca,  which  receives  ten  or  twelve  large  rivers, 
and  feveral  fmall  ones,  is  feventy  toifes  in  depth, 
and  fourfcore  leagues  ia  circumference^  In  the 
midft  of  it  there  rifes  an  ifland,  where  the  legi- 
•fla tors  of  Peru  pretended  to  have  •  received  their 
birth.  They  owed  it,  as  they  fairf,  to  the  Sun, 
who  had  prefcribed  to'  them  to  eftablifli  his  wor- 
fhip,  to  raife  rhankind  from  a  ftate  of  barbarifm, 
and  to  give  them  beneficent  laws.  This  fable 
rendered  the  fpot  venerable;  and  one  of  the  moft 
auguft  tcmj>les   in  the  empire  was  conftrufted 

upon 


IN  THE  BAST  ANO  WEST  INDIES.  m 

Upon  it.  Pilgrinis  refoFted  to  it  in  crowds  from  *  ^^  ^ 
the  provinces,  with  offerings  of  g6ld^  filvcr,  and 
jewels.  It  is  a  tradition  generally  received  in 
the  country,  that  at  the  arrival  of  tfie  Spaniards, 
the  priefls  and  the  inhabitants-  threw  all  thefe 
riches  into  the  waters,  as  they  had  before  done  at 
Cufco,  in  another  lake,  fix  leagues  to  the  fouth 
of  that  celebrated  capital.  Fronn  moft  of  the 
lakes  there  are  torrents  ifluing ;  which,  in  procefs 
of  tinme,  have  digged  ravines  of  a  tremendous 
^cpth.  At  the  futnmit  of  *them  the  mines  are 
tifually  found'  in  a  foil  generally  arid.  |t  is  a 
little  below  this  that  the  corn  grows,  arxi  the 
cattle  feed:  In  .the  bottom  the  Aigar,  the  fruits, 
aod  the  maize  ace  cultivated. 

The  coaft,  which  is  of  an  immenfe  lengthy 
.a:nd  from  eight  to  twenty  leagues  in  breadth, 
^hich  extends  from  the  plain  we  have .  been 
fpeakthg  of  to  the  Tea,  and  which  is  know'n  to  us 
by  the  name  o(  the  Valleys,  is  nothing  but  a  heap 
•of  fand.  .  Solitude  and  eternal  barrennefs  feem  as 
if  they  were  intended  to  belong  to  this  ungrateful 
/oiL 

NAtuRB  varies,  and  in  a  very  remarkable 
nianher,  in  this  uneven  territory.  The  rnoft 
elevated  places  are  perpetually  covered  with 
foow.  After  this  come  Uie, rocks  and  naked 
iands^  Beneath  xhfik  fome  tndfles  begin  to  ihow 
themfelveji.  Lower  down  is.  the  Icho,  a  plant 
wKich  they  burn,  fomcwhat  rdembling  ruHi^s  y  apd 
.which  grows,  longer  and  ftronger  in  proportion  a$ 
/>ne  defcends.  At  length  the  trees  make  their  ap- 
|)earincc,  ^o  xht  number  of  three  fpccics,  particu- 
lar 
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Peru  differ 
from  each 
ochcr* 


lar  to  thefe  iBouneain^^  and  whicft^.all  (tf'rhtmy 
announce  in  their  ftrud:ure>.  and. their  foliaga^ 
the  ieverity  of  the  clinnvte  that  produces  them. 
The  nioft  ufefqlof  thefe  trecA  b  the  CaflTis,  It 
is  weighty  i  hatk  fome  fobftaocrj  and  is  lafting : 
«nd  thefe  quiditief  ha^  ocpafioncd  it  to  be  de«- 
Ained .  to  the  labours  of  tfie  mines.  Thefe  large 
vegetable  produ^jons  are-  not  to  be  met  with 
under  a  niilder  'fl^y^  and.  (hey  are  only  replaced 
by  a  fmal)  numlnsr  x>f  other$  of  a  diife^ent  qualityi. 
There  would  not  evfcn-  be  any  one  fpecics  in  the  . 
vailies^  if  fome  had  not  been  conveyed  there^ 
which  have  become  naturalized. 

In  this  region>  the  air  hath  an  evident  influence 
upon  the  confticution  of  the  inhabitants.  Thofe 
of  the  moft  elevated  diflridts  are  fubjeft  to' 
afthmas^  pleurifiesj  to  ptilmonary  complaintt»^ 
and  to  rheumatifms..  Theie  difeafesj  which  are 
dangerous  to  all  individuals  that  are  feiz^d  with 
them>  are  commonly  mortal  to  any  one  that  hath ' 
contradted  venereal  maiadies>  or  is  addicted  to 
ilrong  liquors;  and  this  b  unfortttnafeiy  the 
ufual  date  of  thofe  v^ho  are  born  in  thefe  climatei^ 
or  have  been  led  into  them  by. avarice. 

Th£s&  calamities  do  not  affeft  the  inferior 
mountains;  but  other; fcourges,  -ftrll  nr^ore  fatal, 
are  fubftituted  toi  them.  Patrid  and  intermitcent 
feversj  unknow'n'  in  the  countries  we  have  becfi 
meniioning,  are  h^tlbittial  there.  ^  They  are  fo 
eafily  caught,  that  tratellefs  a^c  afraid  to  come 
'ivear  the  places  that  are  infedted  with  them; 
They  are  frequently  fo  contagious,  that  not  a 
fingle  man  would  efcapc  the  infet^n,  if  the  in^ 

habitants 
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lubitaiUfi  did  lift  ^tMndon,  their  ia  oi;dcr 

tQ  return  .to  them  again  whep-ajfreih  feafon  hath 
purified  them. ,  It  was  not  thus  in  the  time  cjf 
the  Incas.  But  fince  the  Spaniards  have  intror 
duced  the  fuger  canes  into  the  narrow  gorges  of 
the  mountaiast  where  th^  aircirxulatei  with  dif- 
ficultyi  there  arife,  from  the  moiftencd  foil  which^ 
this  cultivation  requires,  jofeftiqus  vapours,  which, 
being  heated  by  the  rays  of  the  burning  fun,  ber 
come  fatal.  > 

.  Thm,  tertianj  zxidi  other  intermittent  fevers,  are- 
fcarce  lefs  common  or  lefs  obilinatc  in  the  .vallrefi 
than  in  the  gorges  of  the  mountains :  but  they 
are  infinitely  l?fs  dangerous  i  they  are  fcldom 
attended  with  fatal  confcquences,  except  in  the 
country  places  where  no  helps  arc  to  be  had,  and 
where  precaution?  are  negleftcd. 

Another  general  malady  \n  this  part  of  the 
New  World  i«  the  fmall<^K ;  which  was  brought 
there  in  15881  Ui)  aot  habitual  as  in  Europe; 
but  it  occafions,  at  intervals,  tnexpreifible  ^-ra*- 
vages.  It  attacks  indifferently,  the  white  men, 
the  N^egroeti  the  Indians,  and  the  mixed  races. 
It  is  equally  deftrudive  tn  all  the  climatesu 
Much  advantage ia  to  be expedtdfrom  the prac* 
ticeof  itoculiition,  introduced  two  years  fince  at 
Linsa^  and  whidi  wail  undoubtedly  foon  become 
•genofal. 

TunitE  is  another  (bonrge  prevailing  here, 
^gainft  which  human  invention  will  never  find  a 
remedy,  '  Earthquakes,  which  in  other  countries 
are.  fo  rare,  that  whole  generations  frequently 
fucceed  each  other  without  beholding  one,  are 

ib 
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•  VI?  ^  ^^  common  in  Peru,  that  they  have  there  con- 
traded  an  habit  of  reckoning  them  as  a  ieries  of 
epochasj  fb  much  the  more  memorable^  as 
their  frequent  return  does  not  diminilh  their  vio^ 
lence* 

This  pharnomenon,  which  is  ever  irregular  in 
it*s  fudden  returns,  is  however  announced  by  very 
perceptible  omens.  When  the'  fhock  is  confi* 
derable,  it  is  preceded  by  a  murmur  in  the  air, 
the  noife  of  which  is  like  that  of  heavy  rain  falling 
'from  a  cloud  that  fuddenly  burfts  and  difeharges 
It's  waters.  This  noife  feems  to  be  the  efFeft  of  a 
vibration  of  the  air,  which  is  agitated  in  different 
direftions.  The  birds  are  then  obferved  to  dart 
in  their  flight.  Neither  xJyAr  tails  nor  their  wings 
ferve  them  any  longer  as  oars  and  helm  to  fwim 
in  the  fluid  of  the  Ikies.  They  dafh  themfelves  in 
pieces  againft  the  walls,  the  trees,  and  the  rocks, 
whether  it  be  that  this  yertigo  of  nature  da\S2ks 
and  confufes  them,  or  that  the  vapours  o(  the 
earth  tdce  away  their  ftrengfh  and  power  to  conv- 
,mand  their  movements.  ' 

To  this  tumult  in  the  air  is  added  the  rumbling 
of  the  earth,  the  cavities  and  deep  recefies  of 
which  re-echo  each  other's  noiies.  The  ddga 
anfwer  thefe  previous  tokens  of  a  general  diforder 
of  nature,  by  howling  in  an  extraoi'cfinary  man^ 
ner.  The  animals  ftop,  and,  by  a  natural iirftin^t^ 
fpread  out  their  legs  that  <hey  may  not  fall. 
lUpop  thefe  indications,  the  inhabitknts  inftantly 
, run  out  of  their  houfes,  and  fly  to  fcarch,  in  the 
enclofurcs  of  public  places,  or  in  the  fields,  an 
afylum  from  the  fall  of  their  roofs^     The  cric$  of 

children. 
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CilHWrcn,  the  JjtnacntiattQns  of  women,  the  fuddcn*  *•  ^^f  ^ 
^arknefs  of  ,a^  jiinpxpedled  night;  every  thing 
G^mbinjesto  aggrav^e  the  too  real  evils  oi  a  .dire 
CAlatnity^  .whif  h  Subverts  every  thing,  by  the  ex- 
cruciating tortures  of  the  imagination,  which  is. 
di/tr^fiedaod  confounded,  and  Iqfes,  in  the  con-*  . 
tismplftioii  of  .this  diforder,  the  thought  and  cou^^ 
rage  to  remedy  it, 

.  The  diveffity  of  zfjpc&s  under  vhich  yolca,no$ 
liavc  prefcnted  rficiiifelves,  to  one  of  ogr  moft. 
indefatigable  and  intelligent  obfervers,  hath 
pointed  out  ta  rhim  different  periods,  feparated 
fronti  each  ot^tJ^iiii^tervals  of  time  fo  confider- 
^ie,  that !  the  ^r^,  fprnnation  of  our  planet  is 
thrQW'n  Jback  by  th^m  to  a  degree  of  antiquity  at; 
which  .our  imagination  is  ftartled.  At  the  firll  of 
^ft  periods,  .the  volcanos  throw  out  from  their 
ijbiiHpits  fire,  fmoke,  and  a(be$,  and  pour  put^ 
IPicrents  <y£Java/rom  their  fides  that  are  laid 
qpltn. '  At  th^  iec{>ndj  they  are  all  of  them  extinr: 
f^B^^  aod.<xhibit  nqthing  but  an  immenie  ct^ 
drto.  Aj  the  third,  the  air,  the  rain,  the  wind,: 
t^J^e/coldj  and  ^e^Jime,.  havp  ^dejlroyed  the  cal« 
4c9nt  or  cratef,  and  nothing. bqt  a  hillock  remains.^ 
^:<he{  f9urch  period,  this  hillock,  deprived  of 
1^*9  C9!^ering,  difcover^ar  kind  of  nidus,  whichj 
beijOg  ^eftroyed  by  tinie,  leaves  nothing  bu&  the- 
pk^ewjier;  thp  mountain  and  volcano  haveex-*'^ 
ifteds.a^id  this  Aate  conflitutes  a  fifth  period.. 
]^roni  the  center  of  this  pjlace  caufei^^ays  of  lava 
are,  extended  to  a  diflancei  and  thefe  caufeways, 
^libcthcr  cntir,c  ox  brokfn^.pr  redpccd  into  fcpa- 
ratc  fragmeatSj  are  ftill  as  many  other  periods, 

between 
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BOOK  between  cich  of  nWiich  wc  imy  hifertf  as  many 

VII.  ■• 

years,  as  many  ages,  or  as  many  thoufands  of  ages' 
as  wc  chooTe.  One  thing  however  is  cetcain,  that 
one  of  thcf(^  periods,  whichever  of  them  we  may 
ehcofe,  is  not  connctftcd,  in  the  memory  of  man, 
with  that  which  fuccceds  it  in  the  courfcof  nature. 
The  principle,  therefore,  that  from  nothing 
nothing  can  be  produced ;  and  the  deftrudlion  oP 
beings,  which  by  being  changed  into  others,  fliew 
us  that  nothing  is  annihilated^  feem  to  announ^(?e 
an  eternity  which  hath  preceded,  an  eternity* 
whfch  will  follow,  and  the  co-extftcnce  of  the* 
Great  Architeft  with  his  wonderAil  work*  • 

The  climate  exhibits  Ibme  rcfy  remalrkabltt^ 
fingularities  in  the  Upper  Peru.  The  inh^bicants^ 
experience  on  the  fame  day,  fometimes  lA  the 
fame  hour,  and  alwayl  in  a  vcty  (hort  fpace  4i 
time,  the  temperature  of  the  two  oppofite  zones.'- 
Thofe  who  come  tl>€fe  from  the  valleys,  wt0 
pierced  on  their  arrival  with  fewre  <iold>  whlclv 
they  cannot  get  the  better  of  either  by  ^re,'kff 
motion,  or  by  adding  to  their  clothing  i  but  the* 
imprefliort  of  which  ceafes  t?o  be  difagreeabltf' 
after  a  refidencc  df  a  nKmtli  or  thfee  weeks.' 

_  » 

The  voyagers  wlio  come  there  for  the  firft  tJunSey 
arc  tormented  with  tfie  fynrtptoms  df  «}eft  (iclcfleis,^ 
with  more  or  lefs  violence,  in  proportion  as  eh^ 
havt  fuffered  from  it  on  the  ocean.  -  B«t>^wha<?- 
ever  may  be  the  p«afon  of  it,  men  are  not*Kp6ftii' 
to  thi^  accident  itf  aH  parts;  for  not  erffc  of  ihe^ 
aftronomens,  who  meafured  the  iSgwe  -of -tfce' 
earth  upon  the  mountains  of  Quito,  wtfrcalfackedr 
with  it,  ,, 

Our 
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Ova  aftomflwnent  is  equnUy,  if  not  more,  ex-  f 
cited  in  the  valleys*  -  This  tsountryy  thoi^gh  very 
near  the  equator,  enjoys  a  delicious  temperature* 
The  four  feafoni  of  the  year  are  evidently  marked, 
and  yet  neitiicr  of  them  can  be  called  trouble* 
fome«     The  winter  feafon   is  the  moft  fcalibiy 
felt.     This  hath  been  attempted  to  be  accountied 
for  from  the  winds  .of  the  South  Pole,   which* 
carry  the  effefts  of  the  fnows  and  ice  over  which 
they  have  paficd*     They  prefer ve  it  only  in  part, 
becaufe  they  blow  under  the  influence  of  a  thick 
fog,  which  at  that  time  covers  the  earth.     Thefc 
grofs  vapours  do  npt  indeed  rife  regularly  'till 
about  noon:    but  it  is  feldom  they  are  difTipated.. 
The  Sun  generally  remains  fo  much  clouded,  that 
it*s  rays,  \fhich  fometimes  make  their  appearance, 
cam  only  mitigate  the  cold  m  a*  very  flight  de*i 
gree.  .  j  ' 

Whateveu  may  be  the  caufe  of  fo  conihttit  a 
winter  under  t!ie  torrid  zone.  It  is  certain  that  it 
never  rains,  or  that  it  rains  only  every  two  or' 
three  years  in  the  Lower  Perii* 

'  NATtrRAL  pVdofophy  hath  exerted  it's  efforts' 
to  difcover  the  caufe  of  a  phjenomenon  fo  ex- 
traordinary. May  it  not  be  attributed  to  the  ^ 
fouth-weft  Wind,  which  prevails  thfere  the  great- 
eft  part  ot  the  year ;  and  to  the  prodigious  height 
of  the  fnountAlhs,  the  fiimmitr  of  which  is  covered; 
with  eternal  ice  ? 

The  country  fitu  a  ted,  between  both,  being, 
continually  tooled  on  one  lide,  and  continually 
heated  on  the  other,  maintains  fd  equal  a  tern-* 

-  *  perature. 


lis  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND.  TRADE 

I 
I 

^  viP  ^  p^r^tvrc,  that  the  clouds  whi<Hi  Hfe  can  nevtr 
be  condenfed  fa  far  as  to  be  .diflblved  into  Wftr 
ter. 

.  Raiks,  however^  and  even  daily  rains,  would 
be  neceflary,  to  communicate  fome  degree  of 
fertility  to  the  coafts  which  extend  from  Tumbcz 
to  Lima,  that  is,  throughout  a  ipace  of  two  hun-* 
dred  and  fixty^four  leagues.  The  faads  are  m 
general  fo  barren,  that  there  is  not  a  linglc  herb 
to  be  feen,  except  in  parts  which  it  is  poflible  to 
water,  and  thcfe  do.  not  often  occur.  There  is 
not  a  fiogie  fpring  throughout  the  whole. of 
Lower  Peru;  rivers  are  not  frequent  there;  and 
thofe  which  we  do  meet  with  have,  for  the  moft 
part,  water  in  them  only  for  fix  or  feven  months 
in  the  year.  They  ai-c  torrents  iiTuing  from  the 
lakes,  of  greater:  Qi  left  in^goitude^  that- arc 
formed  in  the  Cordcleras,  which  only  flow  over  a 
foiall  fpace,  and  are  dried  .up:durif^g.the  fummer. 
I^  the  times  of  the  Incas,  thefe  preciou^  waters 
were  carefully  coll&6):ed,  and,  by.th?  aflldance  of 
feveral  canals,  difpprfed^  oyer  a  large  furfacc 
which  they  fertilized..  The  Spaniards  have 
availed  themfclyes-.  of  thcfe  labours. .  Their  vil-, 
lages^and  towns  have^been  erefted  on  the  places^ 
where  the  huts  of  the  Indians  were,  which,  per-; 
Iiaps,  for  this  reafpn^  were  lefs  numerous  in  the 
Lower  Peru  than  on.  the  xnountains.  .The  val- 
leys which  lead  from  the  capital  pf  the  enipire  to 
Chili,,  have  a  great  refcmblance  with  thofe  we 
have  fpokcn  of;  but  tKey  are  in  Ibme  places  mbre 

fufceptible  of  cultivation. 

,  *     ■  ,    <   •  •  •     .  • 

Not  WITH-* 
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NoTWiTHSTANDiNO    thcfc   defcd^^  of  natural  *  P  °  ^ 

t)rgam2ation,  ithe  region  we  have  been  defcribing  <^  n-iyju.^ 

I^ath  feen  a  flourifhing  empire  arife  in  the  midft  P*^f^^ 

.of.  it*      It's  population    cannot    reafonably   be  who  have 

called  .in  qucftion,  when  we  behold  fclf-evident  uoHorty- 

5>rpofs  that  this, happy  people  had  covered  with  "Squcrors* 

^heir  colonies. all  the  provinces  that  they  had  con*  "*/*"^^ 

•querfcd  i  when  we  attend  to  the  aftoniftiing  niim-*'  moft  de- 

t  r  J  •        L     r        •  r  graded  and 

^Dcr  ot  men  engaged  in  the  lervice  of  government,  twuuiftate. 
.and  deriving  their    fubfiftence  from   the-  flate. 
Such  a  variety  of  hands  and  levers  employed  in    ' 
moving  the  political  machine,  neceffarily  imply 
a  coafiderable  degree  of  population,    that  may 
.be  enabled  to  maintain,  with  the  produftions  of 
the  earth,  a  very  numerous  clafs  of  the  inhabit* 
.ants,  who  are  not  themfclves  concerned  in  agri- 
culture. 

By  what  fatality,  then,  hath  it  happened,  that 
Peru  iis  now  fuch  a  defert?  By  tracing  things  to  ^ 
their  origin,,  we  find  that  thofe  who  conquered  the 
coafl:  of  the  South  Sea,  being  ruffians,  without 
birthi  education,  and  principle,  originally  com-- 
mitted  greater  enormities  than  the  conquerors  of 
Mexico.  The  mother- country  was  a  longer 
time  before  (he  checked  their  ferocity,  whrchwas 
continually  fomented  by  thofe  long  and  cruel 
civil  wars  that  fucceeded  the  conqueft,  A  more 
heavy  and  regular  fyftern  of  oppreflion  was  afcer- 
.wards  eftabliihed,  than  had  prevailed  in  the  other 
countries  of  the  New  World,  Icfs  diftant  from 
Europe* 

Universal  difcouragement  was  the  neceflary 
confequence  of  this  abominable  condufl,  Ac- 
?    Vql.  17.  K  cordingly. 
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BOOK,  cordingly^  the  natives  of  the  country  grew  dif* 
^         t-i^w   gufted  of  the  ftate  of  fociety,  and  oPthe  fatigues 

it  brings  along  with  it.  They  continue  in  the 
fame  difagreeable  difpofitions>  and  would  not 
even  give  themfelves  the  Icaft  trouble  to  culti- 
vate fubfiftcnce  for  themfelves,  were  they  not 
'  compelled  to  it  by  the  government.     This  com- 

pulfion  inBuences  their  behaviour.  All  the 
inhabitants  of  one  community,  men,  women, 
and  children,  unite  themfelves  to  till  and 
fQw  a  field.  Thefe  labours,  which  are  inter- 
rupted every  inftant  by  dancing  and  feafting,  arc 
carried  on  by  the  found  of  various  inftruments. 
The  harveft  of  the  maize,  and  of  the  other  grain, 
is  gathered  with  the  fame  careleflhefs,  and  ac- 
companied with  the  fame  pleafures.  Thefe  peo- 
ple are  not  more  anxious  to  procure  themfelves 
clothes.  In  vain  hath  it  been  attempted  to  in- 
fpire  them  with  better  difpofitions^  and  more 
fuitable  to  the  good  of  the  empire.  Authority 
hath  been  unavailing  againfl:  cuftoms  which  it's 
tyranny  had  given  rife  to,  and  which  were  kept 
up  by  it's  injuftice. 

The  Peruvians,  all  of  them  without  exception, 
are  an  inftance  of  that  profound  ftupidity  into 
which  it  is  in  the  power  of  tyranny  to  plunge 
men.  They  arc  fallen  into  a  liftlefs  and  uni- 
verfal  indifference.  Can  it  be  poffible  that  thefe 
•people  fliould  have  any  kind  of  attachment,  whofe 
religion  once  elevated  the  foul,  and  from  whom 
the  moil  abjedt  flavery  hath  taken  away  every  kn-- 
tipient  of  greatnefs  and  glory?  The  riches^ 
which  nature  hath  fcattered  at  their  feet,  do  not 

tempt 
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tempt  them  5  and  they  are  even  hifenfible  to  *  ^P  '^ 
honours*  They  are  whataver  one  choofes,  with- 
out any  ill  humoufj  or  choice,  vaflals  or  cia- 
ciques,  or  mitayos,  the  objefts  pf  diftinftion  o^ 
of  public  derifion.  The  fpring  of  all  their  paf- 
lions  is  broken*  That  of  fear  itfelf  hath  often  no 
effcft  on  them,  through  the  little  attachment 
they  have  to  life.  They  intoxicate  themfdves^ 
and  dance  j  thefe  are  all  the  pleafures  they  have^ 
when  they  are  able  to  forget  their  mifery*  Indq* 
Icnce  is  their  predominant  habit.  I  am  not  bun* 
gry^  they  fay  to  the  perfon  who  would  pay  theift 
for  their  labour. 

The  void  that  had  been  made  in  the  pbpula* 
tion  of  Peru,  and  the  indolence  of  the  few  mcA 
that  remained  there,  determined  the  conquerors 
to  introduce  a  foreign  racei  but  this  mode  0^ 
fubftitution,  which  was  dilated  by  the  refine-^ 
riient  of  European  barbarity,  wAs  more  prejudi* 
cial  to  Africa,  than  ufeful  to  the  Country  of  the 
Incas.  Avarice  did  not  derive  from  thefe  new 
flaves  all  the  advantages  it  had  flattered  \tk]t 
with.  The  government,  ever  intent  on  laying 
taxes  upon  Vices  and  virtues,  upon  induftry  an4 
idlenefs,  upon  good  arid  bad  projefts,  upon  the 
liberty  of  cxercifing  opprefllons,  and  the  permif^* 
fion  of  being  exempted  from  them,  made  a  mp* 
jiopoJy  of  this  bafe  traffiCi  It  was  neceflary  to 
receive  the  Negroes  from  the  hands  of  a  rival,  of 
in  enemy,  to  carry  them  to  tJie  place  of  their 
deftination,  through  immenfc  feas  and  unwhol^- 
fome  climates,  and  to  defray  the  expences  of 
ftvcrai  very  dear  markets*     Ncverthclefe,   thflj 

K  a  fpecici 
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^  VI?  ^  fpccies  of  picn  hath  multiplied  more   at  Pcrir 
^^i.yl-t   than  at  Mexico,     There  is  alfo  a  much  greater 
'     ^    number  of  Spaniards  there,    for  the  following 
reafons  : 

At  the  time  when   the   firfl:   conquefts  were 
inade>  when  emigrations  were  moft  frequent,  the 
country  of  the  Incas  had  a  much,  greater  repu- 
tation for  riches  than  New  Spain ;  and,  in  reality, 
for  half  a  century,  much  more  confiderable  trea- 
fures.were  brought  away  from  ic.     The  dcfire  of 
partaking  of  them  muft  neceffarily  dravW  thither, 
as  was  really   the   cafe,    a  greater   nunnber  of 
Caftilians,     Though  they  almoil  alf  went  oyer 
there  with  the  hope  of  returning  to  their  couatry 
to  enjoy  the  fortune  they  might  acquire,  yet  the 
majority  of  them  fettled  in  the  colony.     They 
were  induced  to  this  by  the  fofcnefs  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  the  goodnefs  of  the  provifions.     They 
alfo  fuppofed  they  (hould  enjoy  a  great  fliare  of 
independence  in  a  region  fo  remote  from  the  mo- 
ther-coujitry. 

Prefcntftate  We  muft  now  examine  to  what  degree  of 
profperity  Peru  hath  been  raifed  by  the  united 
labours  of  fo  many  different  people. 

The  immenfe  coaft  that  extends  from  Panama 
to  Tombez,  and  which,  in  17 18,  was  detached 
from  Peru  to  be  incorporated  in  the  New  King- 
dom, is  one  of  the  moft  miferablc  regions  of  the 
globe.  A  great  part  of  it  is  occupied  by  fpa- 
cious  and  numerous  moraffes*  The  part  that  is 
not  covered  with  thefe,  is  deluged  for  fix  months 
in  the  year,  with  rains  that  fall  down  in  torrents. 
From  the  midft  of  thcfe  ftagnating  and  unwholc* 

6  fom«r 
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feme  waters,  forefts  arife,  that  arc  as  antient  as  the  ^  ^^  ^ 
worW,  and  fo  much  choaked  up  with  lianes,  or 
ozicrs,  that  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  intrepid  man 
cflnnot  penetrate  into  them.  Thick  and  frequent 
fags  throw  a  dark  veil  over  thcfe  hideous  coun- 
tries. None  of  the  productions  of  the  Old 
Hemifphere  can  grow  in  this  ungrateful  foil, 
and  thofe  even*  of  the  New  Hemifphere  do  not 
thrive  much.  And,  indeed,  there  is  but  a  fmaljj 
nuniber  of  favages  to  be  feen  here,  and  Ihofe,  for 
the  moft  part,  wanderirtg ;  and  fo  few  Spaniards, 
that  it  might  almoft  be  faid  there  were  none. 
The  coaft  is  fortunately  terminated  by  the  gulph 
of  Guayaquil,  where  nature  is  in  a  lefs  degene- 
rtte  ftate. 

f  The  fecond  town  which  the  Spaniards  built  in 
Peru,  was  raifed  upon  this  river,  in  1533.  The 
Indians  did  not  long  fuffer  this  monument, 
crefted  againft  their  liberty,  to  fubfift;  but  it 
was  rebuilt  four  years  after  by  Orellana.  It  was 
not  placed  in  the  bay  of  Charopte  as  it  had  been 
at  firft.  The  back  of  a  mountain,  at  the  diftance 
of  five  or  fix  hundred  toifes  from  the  river,  was 
preferred.  The  exigencies  of  commerce  after- 
wards determined  the  merchants  to  fix  their 
dwellings  upon  the  fide  of  the  river  itfclf.  The 
Jpace  which  feparatcd  them  from  their  former 
habitation,  hach  been  gradually  filled  ups  fo  that 
a^t  prcfent  the  two  quarters  of  the  town  arc  en- 
tirely united.  The.  houfes  arc  in  general  built 
of  wood,  both  in  the  lower  and  in  the  upper  town. 
Formerly,  they  were  all  covered  with  thatch  j  but 
jphis  practice  hath  been  abolifhed  gradually  by. 
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B  PJ^  K  the  orders  of  government,  who  hjivc  thought; 
tbi^  reguUtion  nciwffary,  to  prevent  the  a(;ci<Jci^t&. 
of  fire,  fo  common  in  thefe  countries.  Guaya- 
quil w^s  lately  ai;i  entirely  open  place.  It  is  ac 
prefent  defended  by  three  forts,  guarded  Oji^ly  Ijy 
the  inhabitants.  Thefe  are  large  beanas  difpofed 
in,  palifi^deSf  Upon  this  fqi),  which  is  always 
damp,  and  under  water  a  great  part  of  the  year, 
'  a  (prt  of  wood,  which  never  ro]ts>  is  preferable  tp. 
the  beft  conttruded  works  either  in  earth  or  ia 
flone* 

It  is  a  circumftancc  well  know'n  ^t  prefenti 
that  on  the  coaft  of  Guayaquil,  as  well  as  on  thatj 
of  G.uatimala,  are  found  thofe  fnails  which,  yield 
the  purple  dye  fo  celebrated  by  the  antients^  and 
i^hich  the  moderns  have  fuppofed  tg  have  been 
loft.  The  Ihell  that  contains  them  is  fixed  to. 
rocks  that  are  watered  by  the  fea.  It;  is  of  the 
|i^e  of  a  large  i>ut.  The  juice  may  be  extraded 
from  the  animal  in  two  ways.  Some  peribna 
kill  the  animal  after  they  have  taken  it  out  of  the 
fhell ',  they  then  prefs  it  from*  the  head  to  the  tail 
with  a  knife,  and  feparatij?g  from  the  body  that 
parx  in  which  the  liquor  ig  coHefted,  they  throw 
^jij?ay  the  reft.  When  thjs  operation,  repeated' 
tjpon  feyeral  of  the  fnails,  hath  yielded  a  certain 
quantity  of  the  juice,  the  thread  that  is  to  be 
dyed  is  dippedin.it,  and  the  bufinefs  is  done. 
Th^  colour,  which  is  at  firft  a$  white  as  milkj^ 
becomes  afterwards  green^^  a^nd  doe*  not  tura 
purple  'till  the  thread  is  dry, 

ThOsi^  v?ho  do  hot  chufe  this  method,  draw 
th$  mxfk^  partly  om  pf  ?t!§  ihell^  and  by  pref- 
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fare  oblige  it  to  difcharge  it's  liquor.  This  boor 
operation  is  repeated  four  different  times,  but  at 
each  time  with  lefs  advantage.  If  it  be  conti- 
nuedj  the  animal  dies,  frond  the  lofs  of  that 
fluid  which  was  the  principle  of  it's  life,  and 
which  it  hath  no  longer  the  power  to  renew. 

We  know  of  no  colour  that  can  be  cojnpared 
to  the  one  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  either  in 
luAre  or  in  permanency.  It  fucceeds  better  with 
cotton,  than  with  woollen,  linen,  or  filk. 

Iris  little  more  than  an  objeft  of  curiofity; 
but  Guayaquil  fupplies  the  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces with  oxen,  mules,  fait  and  fifh.  It  fur- 
niftics  a  great  quantity  of  cacao  to  Mexico  and  to 
Europe,  It  is  the  univerfal  dockyard  of  the 
South  Sea,  and  might  partly  become  that  of  the 
mother-country.  We  know  of  no  fpot  upon 
the  earth  more  abundant  in  wood  for  mafts  and 
for  ihip-building.  The  hemp  and  the  pitch 
which  it  is  deftitute  of,  is  procured  from  Chili 
and  from  Guatimala, 

This  town  is  the  neceflary  ftaple  of  all  the 
trade  which  the  Lower  Peru,  Panama,  and  Mexi- 
co keep  up  with  the  country  of  Quito,  All  the 
commodities  which  thefe  countries  exchange,  pafs 
through  the  hands  of  it*s  merchants.  The  largefl: 
of  the  (Kips  Hop  at  the  ifland  of  Puna,  fix  or 
feven  leagues  diftant  from  the  place.  The 
others  can  go  thirty-five  leagues  up  the  river  as 
far  as  Caracol, 

Notwithstanding  thefe  feveral  means  of 
profperity,  Guayaquil,  the  population  of  which 
cohfifts  of  twenty  tlioufand  fouls>    is  far  from 

K  4  being 


136  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADB 

I 
I 

being  wealthy.     The  fortunes  of  it*s  inhabitant^ 
have  been  fuccefliyely  deftroycd  nine  time^,  by 
fires,  and  by  pirates,  who  have  twice  fackcd  the 
t;owri.    Thofe  fortunes,  which  have  been  acquire^ 
fince  thcfe  fatal  periods,  have  not  continued  in 
the  country.     A  climate,  where  the  heat  is  into- 
lerable the  whole  year,  and  the  rains  inceffant  for 
fix  nfionths ;  where  dangerous  and  noifome  infcfts^ 
do  not  allow  any  tranquillity  i  where  diftempers, 
prevailing  in  the  mod  oppofitc  degrees  of  tem- 
perature, appear  to  be  united  j  where  one  lives  in 
perpetual  dread  of  lofing  one's  fight ;  fuch  a  cli- 
mate is  by  no  means  proper  to  fix  the  refidence 
of  it's  inhabitants*     Such  perfons  are*  only  fecn 
here,  as  have  not  acquired  fufficient  wealth  tb 
enable   them  to  reoiove   elfewhere,    and  fpend 
their  days  in  indolence  and  pleafure. 

On  quitting  the  territory  of  Guayaquil,    we: 
enter  into  the  vallies  of  Peru,      They  occupy 
four  hundred  leagues  of  the  coaft,  and  upon  thi^ 
extent  there  are  a  great  number  of  bad  harbours, 
among  which  chance  hath  placed  one  or  two  that 
are  tolerably  good.     Throughout  this  yaft  fpace, 
there  is  not  the  veftige  of  a  fingle  road;  and  it  is 
neceffary  to  travel  over  it  upon  mules  in  the  night- 
time, becVife  the  reverberation  of  the  Sun  ren- 
ders thefe  fands  unpaffable  in  the  day.     At  the 
intervals  of  thirty  or  forty  leagues,'  we  find  the 
fmali  towns  of  Eiura,    of  Peyta,    of  Santa,  of 
^  Pifco,  *  of  Nafcar,    of  lea,   of  Moqu^qua,  ancj 
^pf  Arica,  and  in  the  intermediate  fpace,' a  fmall 
number  of  hamlets  and  villages.     Throughout 
this  whole    extent    there   are   but   three  places 
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ip^^orthy  of  being  called  towns ;  Truxillo,  which  ^  ^^^  ^ 
hath  nine  thoufand  inhabitants  5  Arequipa,  which 
iath  forty  thoufand ;  and  Lima,  which  h^th  fifty- 
four  thoufand.  Thefe  feveral  fettlennents  have  been: 
formed  wherever  there  was  the  leaft  appearance 
jpf  land  fit .  for  tultivatioh,  and  whcreVer  the 
waters  wefe  capab)e  of  fertilizing  a  flime  naturalljr 
Iparren. 

The  country  produces  the  fruits  peculiar  to 
|Jie  climate,  and  moft  of  thofe  in  Europe.  The 
culture  of  maize,  of  pinftento,  and  of '-  cotton, 
which  was  found  eftabliihed  there,  was  not  ne- 
glefted;  and  that .  of  wheat,  barley j,  caflava, 
potatoes,  fugar,  and  of  the  olive  and  vine,  was 
fet  on  foot  there.  The  goat  hath  thriven  very 
well ;  but  the  ftieep  have  degenerated,  and  their 
wool  is  extremely  coarfc..  Throughout  the  whole 
of  the  valleys  there  is  but  one  ipine,  which  1% 
that  of  Huantajaha. 

In  the  Upper  Peru,  iat  the  diftanee  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  leagues  from  the  fea,  (lands 
Cufco,  built  by  the  firft  of  the  Incas,  on  a  very 
uneven  territory,  and  upon  the  declivity  of  fcvc- 
fal  hills.     Jt  was  at  firfl  only  a  fmall  village;^ 
which  in  proccfs  of  time  became  a  confiderable 
city,  divided  into  as  many  quarters  as  there  were 
pations  incorporated  with  the. empire.     Each  of 
thefe  nations  were  allowed  to  follow  their  antient 
cuftoms;.   bpt  they  were  all  of  them  obliged  to 
worfhip.  the  brilliant  conftcUation  that  fertilize* 
the  globe.     There  was  no  edifice  that  had  ^ny 
grandeur,  elegance,  or  convenience,  becaufe  the 
people  were  ignorant  of  the  Jirft  elements  of 
'     ;  '  architefture. 
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^  viL  ^  VChitefturc.  Even  the  temple  of  the  Sun  itfelf 
could  nox  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  other  public 
or  private  buildings,  unleis  by  it's  exientj  and 
\fy  the  profulion  of  metals  with  which  is  was  or- 
fl^acnented* 

To.  the  north  of  this  capital  was  a  kind  of 
eifti4eU  built  with,  much  care,  labour',  and  ex- 
pence.  The  Spaniards  long  fpoke  of  this  monu- 
ncnit  o£  Peruvian  induftry  with  a  fpirit  of  admi- 
mtion  that  impofed  upon  all  Europe.  The  ruins 
ofthis  fortrefs  have  tfeen  feen  by  enlightened 
p9i$foo0s  ^d  the  marvellous  hath  difappeared.  It 
IjlHth.  been,  fbundi  that  this  fortification  had  fcarce 
3fiy  a4v;antage  ov/cr  the  other  works  of  the  fame 
l^ind  ereAed  in  the  country,  except  that  of  being 
l^uilt  with  ftonee  of  a  more  confiderable  fize. 

At  Ac  diftance  of  Your  leagues  from  the  city, 
are  the  country^houfes  of  the  great,  and  of  the 
Incas^  in  the  wholefome  and  delicious  valley  of 
Yu^ai*.  There  it  was  that  they  went  to  recover 
their  health,  or  to  relax  from  the  fatigues  of  go* 
'veri>ment. 

Afmsi  the  conqueft,  the  place  fcarce  pre- 
fer^i^d  any  thing  but  it's  name.  There  were 
otbri^  odifices,  otho:.  inhabitants,  other  occupa- 
tians,  other  manners,  other  prejudices^  and  ano« 
thor  religion.  Thus  the  fatality  which  fubverts 
th^' earth,  the  fea,  empires,  and  nations;  which 
thti^s  fucceffiv^ly  upon'  all  parts  of  the  globe 
the  light  of  the  acts,  and  the  darknefs  of  igno*  \ 
raw^ce^s^  which  changes  the  refidence  of  men,  and 
tr^n^fers  their  opinions^  from  one  place  to  ano- 
t^cb  ^m^in^'produftions:  are  pufhed  upon  the 
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co^ft  by  the  impulfe  of  the  winds  and  the  ^  ^„? '^- 
currents ;  that  ioapenptrabl^  and  fijigular  dcftiny, 
I  fey>  ordained  that  Europeans,  with  all  the  ap- 
pendages of  their  crimes^  and  monks^  with  all 
the  prejudices  of  tbeii;  faitl?,  Ihould  come  to 
reign  and  repofc  in  tbpfo  wailsj  where  the  vir- 
tuous Inca^  had  for  fo  long  a  tinie?  pronpiQted  thg^ 
felicity  of  m^kiad»  and  where  the  S\m  was  Q^ 
folemiily  adpr^ed,  Who,^  therefore,.,  c^,  f^refoe^ 
what  kind  of  race,  or  form  of  worlhip,  will  oflft 
day  ari£e  upon  t^  rui^s  of  our  kingdoms,  aiid 
our  altars?  Cufco  reckons  twenty^fix  thouian^- 
iniuijbuants  under  it's  new  mailers, 

Ih  the  midi]b  of  t(hefe  nf)ountainsolher  town^ 
aK  ftill  to  bei^w*  Chupuifaca,  or  La^Pl^a^  which 
hath  tihifteen  thoufand  foujs  j  Potofi,  twenty-five 
thoufand;  Oropofa^  feven^en  dioufand;  La 
Paz,  twenty  thoufand;  Guancavelica,  eight  t'hour 
fand;    and  Huai»anga,  eighjteen   thoufand  five  . 

hundred. 

»     -  • 

But  let  it  be  well  obfcrved,  that  none  of  thefe 
towns  were  erected  in  regions  which  prefented  a. 
fertile  foil,  copious  harvefts,,  excellent  paflufes^ 
a  mild  and  falubrious  climate,  and'  all  the  con- 
veniences, of  life.  Thefe  pUces,  which  h%ci 
hitherto  been  fo  well  cultivated  by  a  numerous 
and  flouriihing  people,  were  now  totally  difre- 
garded.  Very  foon  they  exhibited  only  a  de- 
plorable pifbure  of  a  horrid  defert;  and  this 
wildnefe  mufl:  have  been  niorc  melancholy  and 
hideous,  than  the  dreary  afpeft  of  the  earth  before 
the  origin  of  focieties.  The  fight  of  confufion 
i»  i\Q%  always  difple^fin^i    it  footetimes  ado- 
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BOOK  nifhes :  that  of  deftruftion  afflifts  us.  The  tra^ 
veller^  who  was  led  by  accident  or  curiofity  into 
thefe  defolate  plains,  coiild  not  forbear  abhorring 
the  barbarous  and  bloody  authors  of  thcfe  dc- 
Vaftations,  while  hereflefced  that  it  was  not  owen 
even  to  the  cruel  illufions  of  glory  and  to  the 
fanatlcifm  of  conqpeft,  but  to  the  ftupid  and 
srbgc6t  defire  of  gold,  that  they  had  facrificed  fo 
much  more  real  treafure^  and  fo  numeroU3  a  po^ 
Illation. 

This  infatiable  third  of  gold,  which  nehber 
attended  to  fubfiftence,  fafety,  nor  policy,  was 
the  only  motive  for  eftablilhing  new  fettlements, 
f6mc  of  which  have  been  kept  up,  while  fevferal 
have  decayed,  and  others  have  been  fprmed  in 
their  ftcad.  The  fate  of  thehi  all  hath  correfponded 
with  the  difcovery,  progrefs,  or  decay  of  the  mines 
to  which  they  were  fubordinate. 

Fewer  errors  have  been  committed  in  the 
means  of  procuring  provifions.  The  natives  had 
hitherto  lived  fcarcejy  on  any  thing  elfe  but  ipaize, 
fruits,  and  pulfe,  for  which  they  had  ufed  no 
other  feafoning  except  fait  and  pimento.  Their 
liquors,  which  were  made  from  different  roots, 
were  more  diverfified ;  of  thefe  the  cbica  was  the 
nrtctt  ufual;  it  is  made  from  maize  foaked 
m  water,  and  taken  out  of  the  veffcl  when  it 
begins  to  fprout.  It  is  dried  *in  the  fun,  then 
parched  a  little,  and  at  laft  ground.  The  flour, 
after  it  has  been  well  kneaded,  is  put  with  w^ter 
into  large  pitchers.  The  fermentation  may  be 
expefted  in  two  or  three  days,  and  muft  not 
conimuc  longer.     The   great   inconvenience  of 
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tKis,  jirii>k, :  which,  -..when   ufcd    imrooderatdy,  I  fl^  ^ 
Jn£|Ilibly  iripKicates,    is,   thai;  it  will  not  keep 
^mpre  than  levcn  or  eight  d^ys  without  turqing 
.^Qur*.    It^s  taftc  IS  nearly  that  of  tlic  aioli  i4i4iffe- 
rcnt  kind  of  cyder*        '  .    ,  ' 

-  <Au;  the  cultivations  eftablilhed  in* the  empire, 

iwa^e  fojely  intended  to  fupply  articles  of  primary 

jjeccflity*     The  only  thing,  cultivated  for  liucury 

jHraa  ,the  -  coca ;  .  this  is  a  fhrub  which    ramifies 

cnuch,  and  feldom  grows  higher  than  three  or 

foil r  feet.     It's, leaves  ace  alternate,  oval,  entire, 

,and  marked  in  their  longitudinal  direction  with 

three  coftse,  two  of  which  are  not  very  apparent. 

.The  flowers,     cqlleded   in    clufters   along ,  the 

items,  are  fmall,  compofcd  of  a  calix,  with  five 

divifions,    and   five   petals,    furniflied    at    their 

Jbafe    with    a,   fc^le.      The    piftil,    furrounded 

with  ten  ftamina*    and  furmounted   with  three 

ftiles,  is  changed  into  a  fmall,  reddifh,  oblong 

'berry,   which,  as  .  it  dries    becomes .  triangular, 

and  contains  one  nut  filled  with  a  fingle/  ker- 

nel. 

,.  The  leaf  of  the  coca,  was  the  delight  of- the 
Peruvians.  They  chewed  it,  after  having  mixed* 
it  with  an  earth  of  a  light  grey  colour,  and  of  a 
faponaceous  quality,  which  they  called  y^^^r^i  it 
was,  in  their  opinion,  one  of  the  moft  falutary 
reftoratives  they  could  take.  Their*  tafte  for  the 
^  coca  hath  fo  little  altered,.  tTiat,  if  thofe  among 
them,  who  are  buried  in  the  mines  were  to  be 
deprived  of  it,  they  would  ceafe  to  work,  what- 
^cvcr  fcventies.  might  be  employed  to  compel 
them  to  it. 

The 
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*  vi?  ^  ''^"^  conquerors  Were  nfat  ^fathfied  e?ther  with 
V-^-— /  the  liquors  or  with  the  fo6d  of  the  people  they 
had  fubducd.  They  naturalized  freely,  and  with 
fuccefs>  all  the  Corn,  all  the  fruits,  and  all  the 
-quadrupeds  of  the  antient  herhifphcre,  in  the 
new  one.  The  mother-country,  which  had  ''^ro- 
pofed  to  fiipply  it's  colonies  with  wine,  oil,  land 
brandy,  wifhed,  at  firft,  to  forbid  thr  culture 
of  the  vine  and  of  the  olive  tree :  but  it  was  foon 
found,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  convey  re- 
gularly to  Peru,  articles  liable  to  fo  many  acci- 
dcnts,  and  of  fo  confiderable  a  bulk ;  and  they 
were  permitted  to  multiply  them  there  as  much 
as  was  confiftent  with  the  climate  and  their 
wants. 

After  they  had  provided  for  a  better  and  a 

greater  choice  of  fubfiftence,  the  next  Care  of  the 

Spaniards  was  to  have  a  drefs  rhore  commodious 

and  more  agreeable  than  that  of  the  Peruvians. 

Thefc  were,    however,  better  clothed  th^n  any 

other  American  nation.     They  owed  this  fUpe- 

riority  to  the  advantage  which  they  alone  pof- 

fefled,  of  having  the  lama  and  the  pacos,  domRsftic 

animals,  which  ftrved  them  for  this  uft. 

Siognjarities       The  lama  IS  an  animal  four  feet  high,  and  five 

Si^ai^'      or  fix  in  length ;   of  which  it's  neck  alone  takes 

ihegoMl.    up  one  half.     It's  head  is  well  riiade,  with  large 

CO,  and  the  ^y^s^  ^  jQj^g  fnout,  and  thick  lips.     It's  mouth 

hath  no  incifors  in  the  upper  jaw.  It's  feet  afe 
cloven  like  thofe  of  the  Ox,  but  furniflied  with  a 
^  jfpur  behind,  which  enables  it  to  fatten  itfelf  oh 
the  fides  of  fljeep  places,  where  it  dfelrghts  to 
climb.    It's  wool^  which  is  fhort  ofi  it^  back, 

but 
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hot  grows  loftg  on  it*s  fides  and  under  the  fcelly,  ^  ^^  ^ 
conftitutes  part  of  it's  ufefulncfs.  Though  ttty 
falacious>  thefe  aninials  copuhre  with  great  dif^ 
ficulty.  In  vain  the  fcnKifc  proftrates  herfelf  td 
receive  the  male,  and  invites  him  by  her  fighs  j 
they  are  fometioies  a  whole  day  groaning,  grum-* 
bling,  and  inefFeftually  attempting  enjoyment, 
if  men  do  not  help  them  to  fulfil  the  defire  of 
nature.  Thus  ieveral  of  our  domeftic  animals, 
that  are  confined,  broken,  forced,  and  reftrained 
in  all  their  freed  motions  and  fenfations,  lofe, 
through  inefFeftual  efforts,  the  principles  of 
generation  while  they  are  confined  in  (tables,  if 
care  and  attention  do  not  fupply  the  place  of  that 
liberty  of  which  they  have  been  deprived.  The 
females  of  the  lama  have  only  two  dugs,  never 
more  than  two  young,  commonly  but  one,  which 
follows  the  dam  immediately  after  it's  births  it  is 
of  a  very  quick  growth,  and  it's  life  of  a  Ihorc 
duration.  At  three  years  old  it  propagates  it*9 
fpecies,  prcfcrves  it's  vigour  'till  twelve,  then 
decays  and  dies  about  the  age  of  fifteen. 

The  lamas  arc  employed  as  mules,  in  c.arrying 
on  their  backs  loads  of  about  a  hundred  weight. 
They  move  with  a  flow  but  firm  pace  at  the  rate 
of  four  or  five  leagues  a-day,  in  countries  that  are 
impradlicable  to  other  animals;  defcending 
through  gullies,  and  climbing  up  rocks,  where 
men  cannot  follow  them.  After  four  or  five 
days  journey,  they  reft  of  their  own  accord  for 
twenty-four  hours. 

Nature  hath  formed  them  for  the  people  pf 
that  climate  where  they  are  produced,  mild,  re* 

gular. 
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gular^    and    phlegmatic;    like    the    Peruvians] 
When  they  ftop^  they  bend  their  knees  and  ftoop 
their,  body  in  fu.€h  a  manner  as  not  to  difcom-  . 
pofe  their  burden.     As  foon  as  they,  hear  their 
driver  whiftl?,  they. rife  with  the  fame  care,  and 
proceed  on  their  journey.     They  browfe  on  the 
grafs  they,  find  in  their  way,  and  chew  the  cud 
at  nighr,  even  when  afleep,  reclining  on  theif 
breaft,  with  their  feet  doubled  under  their  belly^ 
They  are  neither  difpirited  by  fading  nor  drudg- 
ery,   while  they  have  any  ftrength   rcinainingi 
but,,  when  they  are  totally  exhaufted  or  fall  under 
their  burden>  it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  harafs  and 
beat  them :  they  will  continue  obftinately  ftril^- 
ing  their  heads  againfl:  the  ground,  'till  they  kill 
themfelves.   They  never  defend  themfclves  either 
with  their  feet  or  their  teeth ;  and  in  the  height 
of  their  indignation  content  themfelves  with  only 
Ipitting  in  the  face  of  thofe  who  infult  them. 

The  pacos  is  to  the  lama  what  the  afs  U  to  the 
horfe,  a  fubordinate  fpecies,  fmallerjn  fize,  with 
Ihorter  legs,  and  a  flat  fnouti  but  of  the  faone 
difpofition,  the  fame  manners,  and  the  fame 
conftitucion,  as  the  lama  i  made,  like  the  lamaj 
to  carry  burdens,  but  more  obftinate  in  it's  ca- 
prices, perhaps  becaufe  it  is.  weaker.  » 

These  animals  are  fo  much  the  more  ufeful  to 
man,  as  their  fervice  cofts  him  nothing.  Their 
thick  fur  fupplies  the  place  of  $  pack-faddle<i 
The  iitde  grafs,. which  they  find  along  the  road 
fuffices  for  their  food,  and  furnifties  them  with  a 
plentiful  and  frelh  faliva,  whi<:h  exempts  them 
from  the  neceiHty  of  drinking. 

U 
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•  In  the  times  of  the  Incas,'  the  people  (jficwcd  i  ^  ^^^  ^ 
great  attachment  to  thefe  ufcful  animals,  and 
this  fpirit  of  benevolence  hath  been  continued. 
Before  they  are  employed  in  the  labours  fot  which 
they  are  adapted,  the  Peruvians  aflemble  their 
relations^  friends,  and  neighbours.  As  foon  as 
the  company  are  met,  dancing  and  fcftivals  be- 
gin, which  laft  two  days  and  two  nights.  From 
time  to  time  the  guefts  pay  a  vifit  to  the  lamas^ 
and  the  pacos,  fpeak  to  them  in  the  moft  affec- 
tionate terms,  and  beftow  upon  them  all  the 
carefles  they  would  upon  the  perfon.  that  was 
moft  dear  to  them.  They  then  begin  to  make 
ufe  of  them,  but  do  not  ftrip  them  of  the  rib- 
bands and  bands  with  which  their  heads  are 
ornamented. 

Among  the  lamas,  there  are  fomc  of  a  wild 
fpecies  called  guanacos,  which  are  ftronger,  more 
Iprightly,  and  more  nimble,  than  the  domeftic 
lamas  5-  running  like  the  flag,  and  climbing  like 
the  wild  goat>  covered  with  fliort  wool,  and  of  a 
fawn  colour.  Though  free,  they  like  to  coUeft 
in  herdsi  .to  the  number  fometimes  of  two  or* 
.three  hundred.  If  they  fee  a  man,  they  furvey 
him  at  firft  with  an  air  of  greater  aftonifhment 
than  curiofity  5  then  fnuffing  up  the  air  and  neigh- 
ing, they  run  all  together  to  the  fiimmit  of  the 
mountains.  Thefe  animals  feek  the  North,  tra- 
.yel  on  the  ice,  and  .fix  themfelves  above  the, 
height  of  the  fnow^  they  are  vigorous,  and  apr 
pear  in  vaft  numbers  on  the  tops  of  the  Corde- 
leras  j  but  fmall  in  fize,  and  feldorn  met  with  at  the 
bottom  of  the  mountains.    When  they  are  hunted 

Vol.  IV.  '     L        '  for 
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•  ^n  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^  fleece,  if  they  gain  the  rocks>  neither 
hunters  nor  dogs  cart  ever  catch  them. 

The  vicunas,  a  fpecies  of  wild  pacos,  delight 
ftill  more  in  the  cold,  and  on  the  fummit^  of 
mountains.  They  arc  fo  timid,  that  their  fear 
Itfclf  makes  them  an  cafy  prey  to  the  hunt- 
er. Men  furround  them  and  drive  them  into 
narrow  defiles,  at  the  end  of  which  they  have 
fufpended  pieces  of  cloth  or  linen,  on  cord«,  that 
ire  raifed  three  or  four  feet  from  the  ground. 
Thefe  ragSj  being  agitated  by  the  wind,  ftrikc 
fuch  terror  into  them,  that  thev  ftand  crowded 
and  fquceied  one  againft  another,  fufFering  them- 
felves  to  be  killed  rather  than  fly.  But  if  there 
happens  to  be,  among  the  vicunas,  a  guanaco,^ 
which,  being  more  adventurous,  leaps  over  the 
cords,  they  follow  it  and  efcape. 

All  thefe  animals  belong  fo  pecnliarly  to 
South  America,  and  efpecially  to  the  higheft 
Cordcleras,  that  they  are  never  fcen^  on  the  fide 
of  Mexico,  where  the  height  of  thefe  mountains 
is  confiderably  diminifhed.  Attempts  have  been 
made  to  propagate  the  breed  in  Europe,  but  they 
have  all'  failed.  The  Spaniards,  without  refleft-* 
ing  that  thefe  animals,  even  in  Peru  itfelf,  fought 
the  coldeft  parts,  have  tranfported  them  to  the 
burning  plains  of  Andalufia.  They  might,  pof- 
fib!y,have  fucceededon  the  Alps  or  the  Pyrennees. 
This  conjefture  of  M.  de  BufFon,  to  whom  we 
arc  indebted  for  fo  many  ufeful  and  profound 
obfervations  on  animals,  is  worthy  the  attentioa 
of  ftatefmen,  whofe  fteps  ought  always  to  be  guided, 
by  the  lights  of  philofophy.. 

Thb 
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THB'fleih  of  flic  larrias  and  paco^  may  be  eaten  ^  ^^^  ^ 
Wheh  they  are  young.  The  (kin  of  the  old  ones 
fcf  vcs  the  Indians  for  fhoes,  and  the  Spaniards  for 
harnefs.  The  guanacos  may  alfo  ferve  for  food; 
But  the  vicunas  are  only  fought  after  for  their 
fleece,  and  for  the  bezoar  they  produce. 

The  wool  of  thefe  animals  is  not  equally  good* 
That  of  the  lama,  and  the  pacos,  which  are 
dom'eftic  animals,  is  much  inferior  to  that  of  the 
guanaco,  and  ftill  more  to  that  of  the  vicuna^ 
Thcfe  is  even  a  great  difference  in  the  fame 
animal.  The  wool  o(  the  back  is  commonly  of  a 
clear,  light  colour,  and  of  nfjoderate  quality  j  un- 
der rile  belly  it  is  white  and  fine,  and  white  and 
coarfe  upon  the  thfghs.  It's  price,  in  Spain,  is 
fr6m  four  to  nine  livres  *  a  pound,  according  t6 
it's  quality. 

Th^sb  fleeces  were  ufefully  .employed  at  Peru, 
befdrd  the  empire  had  fubniitted  to  a  foreign 
yoke*  The  inhabitants  of  Cufco  made  tapeftry  of* 
them  for  th^  ufe  of  the  court*  This  tapeftry  was 
ornamented  with  flowers,  birds,  and  trees,  which 
were  tolerably  well  imitated.  It  ferved  alfo  to 
make  mantles>  which  were  wor*n  over  a  fliirt  of 
cotton.  It  was  cuftomary  to  tuck  them  up,  in 
order  to  have  the  arms  free.  The  principal 
people  fattened  them  with  gold  and  filver  clafpsj 
their  wives  with  pins  made  of  thefe  metals,  orna- 
mented at  the  top  with  emeralds;  and  the  com- 
mon people  vrith  thofns.  In  hot  countries,  the 
mantles  of  pcrfons  in  ofBce  ^ere  made  of  fine 

*  From  3».  4<l.   to   4s.   2d. 
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cotton,  and  dyed  with  various  colours.  The 
common  people  in  the  fame  climate,  had  no 
clothing  at  all,  except  a  girdle  that  was  compofed 
of  the  filaments  of  the  bark  of  a  tree,  and  ferved 
to  cover  thofe  parts  which  ijature  intended  fliould 
be  concealed. 

The  pride  and  the  habits  of  the  conquerors, 
which  generally  made  inconvenient  or  contempt- 
ible to  them,  all  the  cuftoms  eftablilhed  in  the 
countries  upon  which  their  avarice  or  their  fury 
was  exerted,  would  not  allow  them  to  adopt  the 
drcfs   of  the   Peruvians,      They   required  from 
Europe  every  thing  that  country  could  furnifli 
mofl:  complete  and  moft  magnificent  in  linens 
and  cottons.     In  procefs  of  time,  the  treafures 
that  had  been  at  firft  pillaged,  were  exhauftedj 
and  it  was  not  pofliblc  to  acquire  more,  without 
making  confiderable  advances,  and  without  en- 
tering   upon  labours,   the    profit  of  which  was 
doubtfuh     Then  thefe  extravagancies  diminilbed. 
The  antient    manufaftures   of  cotton,    which   a- 
fyftem  of  oppreflion  had  reduced  almoft  to  no- 
thing, were  revived.      Others  were  fet  on  foot 
of  a  different  kindj    and  their  number  hath  fuc-  : 
ceflively  increafed. 

With  the  wool  of  the  vicuna  they  m^tke,  in 
fcveral  provinces,  (lockings,  handkerchiefs,  and 
fcarfs.  This  wool,  mixed  with  that  of  the  Iheep 
imported  thither  from  Europe,  which  hath  ex- 
ceedingly degenerated,  ferves  for  carpets,  and 
makes  alfo  tolerably  good  cloth.  This  laft  kind 
alone  is  employed  to  make  ferges,  and  other 
coarfe  fluffs.  ■''*■  " 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  i49 

The  manufactures  fubfcr^ient  to  luxury  are  ®  ^^^  ^ 
eftabliftied  at  Arcquipa,  Cufco,  and  Lima.  From 
thcfc  three  large  towns  come  all  the  jewels  and 
diamonds,  all  the  plate  for  the  ufe  of  private 
perfons,  and  alfo  for  the  churches.  Thefe  manu- 
faftures  are  but  coarfely  wrought,  and  mixed 
with  a  great  deal  of  copper.  There  is  feldom 
more  tafte  or  perfeftion  difcovercd  in  their  gold, 
filver,  and  other  laces  and  embroideries,  which 
their  manufaftures  alfo  produce. 

Other  hands  are  employed  in  gilding  leather, 
in  making,  with  wood  and  ivory,  pieces  of  inlaid 
work  and  fculpture,  and  in  drawing  figures  on 
the  marble  that  hath  been  lately  found  at  Cuen^a, 
or  on  linen  imported  from  the  Old  Hemifphere. 
Thefe  productions  of  imperfeft  art,  ferve  for 
ornaments  for  houfes,  palaces,  and  temples : 
the  drawing  of  them  is  not  abfolutely  bad,  but 
the  colours  are  neither  exaft  nor  permanent. 
This  fpecies  of  induftry  belongs  almofl:  exclu- 
fively  to  the  Indians  fettled  at  Cufco,  who  are  lefs 
oppreflfed,  and  lefs  degenerated  upon'  this  firft 
fcene  of  their  glory,  than  throughout  the  reft  of  ^ 
the  empir  e.  If  chefe  Americans,  to  whom  nature 
hath  denied  the  genius  of  invention,  but  who  are 
excellent  imitators,  had  been  fupplied  with  able 
matters,  and  excellent  models,  they  would  have 
become 'good  copyifts.  At  the  clofe  of  the  laft 
century,  fome  works  of  a  Peruvian  painter, 
named  Michael  de  St.  Jaques,  were  brought  to 
Rome;  and  the  connoilleurs  difcovered  marks  of 
genius  in  them. 

L  J  ,  These 
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Thes*  :df  (cripyQi>5  wcite  the  complsiinti  of 
fomeof  my  readers.  I  he^r  them  fay;  Hov 
can  we  be  interefted  in  theft  idle  dctaiU,  ^^ith 
which  you  have  troubled  u$  fo  lopg  ?  Speak  xo 
JUS  of  the  gold,  and  of  the  filvcr  pf  Peru,  In 
this  fo  diftant  region  of  the  New  Worldj  I  have 
ffiever  conflicted^  and  Jhall  never  confidery  any^  filing 
hut  thefe  metah.  Whoever  thou  mayeft  be  thax 
doft  addrefs  thyfelf  to  me  in  this  manner,  ava- 
ricious mortal,  and  deftitute  of  tafte,  who  whea 
conveyed  to  Mexico  and  Peru,  would'ft  n^it.her 
ftudy  the  manners  nor  the  cuftoms,  who  would'ft 
difdain  to  caft  a  look  upon  the  rivers,  the  moun- 
tains, the  forefts,  the  fields,  the  diverfity  of  cli- 
mate, and  the  varieties  of  fifh  and  infefts ;  buf 
who  would'ft  only  afk,  Wner?  are  the  golden 
mines?  Where  are  the  places  in  which  the  golcj 
is  wrought?  I  fee  that  thou  haft  entered  upon  the 
reading  of  niy  work,  with  the  fanrle  fpirit  as  the 
ferocious  Europeans  entered  upon  thefe  rich 
and  unhappy  countries;    I   fee  that  thou,  wert 

•  '  ■  * 

worthy  tp  accoii)pany  them,  becaufe  thy  propen- 
.fities  are  the  fame  as  their's,  Defcend  th^n  into 
the  mines;  and  meet  with  thy  deftruftion  by  the 
fide  of  thofe  who  work  theai  fcM"  thee;  and  if 
thou  doft  come  out  of  them  again,  make  thyfelf 
at  leaft  acquainted  with  thje  crimirhal  fource  of 
thefe  fatal  treafures  which  thoy  doft  covet ;  and 
mayeft  thou  never  pofTcfs  them  hereafter  without 
feeling  the  pangs  of  remorfe*  May  the  gold 
(rhange  it's  colour,  and  appear  to  thine  eyes  as  if 
jc  v;ere  dyed  with  blood. 

In 
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In  the  coufatry  of  tKi  incas  'ace  found  mines  of  ®  ^^  ^ 
<:opperj  tin^  fulphur,  and  bitunjen^  which  are  v...-yL,i 
generally  negleftcd.  Extreine  neceflity^hath  occa-  J^f' he  ml»^ 
fioncd  fonie  atteritioh  to  be  paid  fo  thofc  of  fait.  *'^/""» 

^^  *  snd  ptrticn* 

This  foflil  is  cut  into  large  pleeeSj  prpporrioned  *  ^i^r  ^^^^ 

in  t         rii  1  irt.  **'  platiaa 

to  the  urengtn  of,  the  lannas  ar^d  pacos^  darned  r  •nd  quidc. 
to  convey  ic  in  all  tht  provinces  of  the  ennpirc, 
diftant  fronn  the  ocearS^     This  fait  is  of  a  violet/ 
colour,  and  is  ftreaked  Hirith  veins  of  red  like  the 
Jafper.     It  is  fold  neither  by  weight  nor  meafure, 
but  in  pieces  nearly  6f  equal  fize. 

A  Msw  fubftance  has  been  difcovered  lately  in 
thefe  regions :  this  is  the  platina^  fo  called  from 
the  Spanifli  word  plata^  from  whence  the  dimi- 
nutive ^/tf/i^tf^  or  little  filver,  is  made. 

This  is  a  metallic  fubftance,  which  bath  hitherto 
been  brought  from  the  New  World  into  the  Old/ 
only  in  the  form  of  fmall  pointed>  triangular,  and 
very  irregular  gravel,  like  the  coarfe  filing  of 
iron.  It's  colour  is  that  of  a  White,  between  that 
of  filver  and  iron,  partaking  a  little  of  the  tena- 
city of  lead. 

M.  Ulloa  is  the  firft  who  hasfpolcen  of  the 
J)latina,  in  the  account  he  publiftied  in  1748,  of 
a  long  Voyage  to  Peru,  from  whence  he  was  juft 
returned.  He  informed  Europe  that  this  extraor^ 
dinary  fubftancef,  and  which  may  be  confidered 
as  an  eighth  metal,  came  from  the  gold  mines  of 
America,  and  was  particularly  found  in  thofe  of 
the  new  kingdom. 

Tut  year  following,  Wood,  an  tnglifh  me- 
tallurgift,  brought  fomfe  (pecimens  of  it  from 
Jamaica  to  Great  Britain.   He  had  received  them 
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^  VI?  ^  ^'^S^^  ^^  ^^"^  years  before  from  Carthagena,  and 
was    the    firft    perfon   who    made    cxpcrvncnts  .- 
upon  them. 

Some  Very  fkilful  chymifts  have  fince  cm- 
ployed  themfelves  in  experiments  and  inquiries 
upon  the  platina;  in  England,  Mr.  Lewis;  in 
Sweden,  M.  SchefFer;  in  Pruffia,  M.  MargrafF;' 
and  in  France,  M»  M.  Macquer,  Baume,  De 
BuiFon,  De  Morveau,  De  Sickengen,  and  Dc 
Milly.  The  united  labours  of  thefe  feveral  chy- 
mifts hath  fo  much  improved  our  knowlege  upon 
this  article,  that  we  do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  there 
jire  few  metallic  fubftanccs,  the  nature  of  which  is 
better  know'n  to  us  at  prefent  than  the  platina. 
That  which  comes  into  France  is  never  entirely 
pure.  It  is  ufually  mixed  with  rather  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  frnall  black  fand,  which  is 
as  ftrongly  affected  by  the  loadftone  as  the  beft 
iron,  but  which  is  indiflbluble  in  acids,  and  can-, 
not  be  melted  without  great  difficulty  :  and  laftly, 
particles  of  very  fine  gold  are  fometimes  obfcrved 
in  it. 

•  This  mixture,  which  is  almoft  always  found, 
of  the.  native  platina  with  gold  and  with  iron,  had 
raifed  a  fvjfpicion  that  it  might  be  nothing  more 
than  a  combination  of  thefe  t\yo  metals;  and, 
accordingly,  on  melting  together  gold  and  iron, 
or  rather  gold  and  magnetic  fand,  fimilar  to  that 
which  is  fpund  mixed  with  the  platina,  a  com- 
bination is  obtained,  which  hath  fome  apparent 
affinities  with  this  metallic  fubftance  :  but  a  more 
ftsidi  examination  fcems  to.  have  deftroyed  this 
Ipinipn,  and  the  experiments  of  M.  M.  Macquer 
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and  Beaumc,    and  particularly  thofe  of  M.  Lc  ®  ^^  ^ 
Baron  de  Sickengen,  ?ippear  to  have  (hew'n  that 
the  platina  is  a  peculiar  kind  of  metal>  which 
13  not  formed  by  the  union  of  any  other,  and 
which  hath  properties  belonging  to  itfelf. 

The  little  information  which  chymifts  have 
hitherto  obtained  refpefting  the  natural  hiftory  of 
tjie.  platina,  and  the  fmall  quantity  they  have  had 
in  their  poffeflion,  hath  not  yet  allowed  them  to 
apply  the  procefles  of  metallurgy  to  it  at  large ; 
but  the  methods  they  have  giyen  an  account  of, 
and  particularly  thofe  for  which  we  are  indebted 
to  the  Baron  de  Sickengen,  are  iufficient  for  chy- 
inical  accuracy.  Nothing  remains  now  but  to 
make  them  more  fimple  and  lefs  expenfive. 

The  firft  operation  to  be  performed  on  the 
platina,  confiUs  in  feparating  from  it  the  gold, 
the  iron,  and  the  magnetic  fand  with  which  it  is 
united.  In  order  to  do  this,  it  is  diflblved  with 
the  afliftance  of  a  little  heat,  in  an  aqua  regia^ 
^ompofed  nearly  of  equal  parts  of  the  nitrous 
and  marine  acid.  The  magnetic  fand,  which  is 
indiflbluble,  remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  veflcl, 
and  by  pouring  off  the;  liquor  a  folution  is  ob- 
tained, which  contains  gold,  iron,  and  platina. 
To  feparate  in  the  firft  inftance  the  gold,  a  fmall 
portion  of  the  vitriolum  martis  is  added  to  the 
folution.  The  gold  immediately  precipitates, 
while  the  platina  continues  united  to  the  folvent. 
Laftly,  to  get  rid  of  the  iron,  fome  alkali,  which 
hath  been  previoufly  calcined  with  ox's  blood,  is 
poured  guttatim  into  the  fame  liquor.  The  iron 
is   inftantly    precipitated,    under  the  colour  of 

Pruffian 
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Proflian  bloe,  and  nothing  fttore  fcnnfairii  in  tht 
folution  than  the  platina,  perfectly  pufc,  and 
connbincd  with  the  aqiia  regia. 

TrfK  platina  being  thus  pi/rifietl,  the  next* 
bufinefs  is  to  fepararc  it  from  the  iblvent,  and' 
this  is  to  be  done  by  the  addition  of  fait  ammo*. 
niaCi.  This  fubftancc  precipitates  the'  platiria' 
under  a  yellow, Gdlour^  and  this  precipitate  being 
expofed  to  a  great  hear,  foftens,  and  even  dif- 
foives;  and  by  forging  it  t^ith  a  hammer,  the* 
platina  is  obtained  very  pure  and  rtiaUeabJe.  It 
appears  from  what  we  have  been  able  to  collcA 
frem  the  baron  t)e  Sickengert'*$  MeiYioir,  which* 
fcath  been  commtinicated  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  but  not  yet  publilhed,  that  the  rough* 
platinfa,  worked  by  itfcFf,  and  heated  with  an 
ifttenfe  fire,  becomei  fufficiently  forft  to  be  forged 
andf  made  into  bars ;  2tnd  this  circumftance  natu-' 
rally  indicates  the  method  to  be  ptfrftted  for  th«* 
wiaBagement  of  it  in  large  works. 

Thb  metal  obtained  by  thefe  fevcral  proceffe^ 
|s  l>earjy  of  the  (aflie  fpedfie  weight  as  gold ;  if 
is  of  an  intermediate  c6lo<ir  between  that  of 
irort  and  filver?  it  can  be  forged  and  extended 
into  thin  plates  j^  it  may  alfo  be^ worked  intd 
threlafd,  but  it  is  n^  near  fo  dinflile  as- gold,  and 
the  thread  obtained  from  it,  is  not,  in  equal  dia^ 
meter,  able  to  fopport  (o  great  a  Wdight  without 
breaking.  When  diflblved  in  aqua  regia,  it  may 
be  mad^  to  aSiime,  by  precipiEatio»n,  an  infinite 
divirfiiy  of  colours  >  and  CouRt  Milly  hath  fuo* 
cccdcd  in  varying  thefe  precipitates  fo  much, 
fitat  be  hath  bad  a  pidture  painted  in  the  coldur- 
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ingi  ^^  wl»ch-dicre  is  fcarce  any  tling  but  pla-  *  ^  ^ 
jtiaa  made  ufe  of* 

Gold  is  fufceptible  of  combination  with  aU 
die  metals^  and  platiiia  hath  in  like  nranner  this 
property  J  but  when  too  great  a  proportion  of  it 
enters  into  the  combination,  it  renders  the  metal 
:hrittle»  When  allied  with  yellow  copper,  it 
^orms  a  hard  and  compad.  metal^  which  will  cake 
the  Boeft  poiilh,  which  will  .not  tarniffa  in  the  air^ 
end  twhkh  would. confcqucmly  tic  very  fit  for 
making  chiC  mirrors  of  telefixipe^. 

It  doth  not  appear  that  mercury  hath  any  effeA 
upon  platinaf  and  therefore  M.  Lewis  had  pro* 
pofed  to  amalgamate  it  with  mercury,  as  a  pl'o** 
pee  method  of  feparating  it  from  the!  -gold  tHth 
which  it  might* have  been  uhkedi  but  this  me- 
^hed  hath  been  oonfidered  byniodcrn  chymifts  as 
iDficercain  and  defefttye ;  an<f  there  are  others  at 
prcfent  more  to  be  depended  upon:  fuch  are 
thofe  we  have  been  mentioning  at  the  commence- 
ti^ent  of  this  article. 

•  This  new  metal  difplays  forme  properties  infi- 
nitely interefting  to  focicty.  It  cannot  be  afFefted 
bfy  aAy  fimple  acid,  nor  by  any  know'n  folvcnt  ex- 
cept the  aqua  regia  i  it  will  nbr  tarnifti  in  the  air, 
neither  wiirit  rufti'  it  unites  to  the  fixednefs  of 
gold',  and  to  the  property  it  hath  of  hot  being 
fbfceptible  of  deftru6tion,  a  hardnefs  almort  equal 
to  th^t  of  iron,'artd  a  much  gffeaftr  difficulty  of 
fufion.  In  a  Vord,.  from  confidering  the  advan- 
tages of  the  platiria,  we  cannot  but  conclude, 
that  this  nActal  defcrvcs,  at  leaft,  from  it's  fupe- 
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riority  to  all  others,  to  fliare.  the  title  of  king 
of  the  metals,  of  which  gold  hath  fo  long  been  in 
poffeffion, 

;  It  were  undoubtedly  to  be  wifhed,  that  a  metal 
fo  precious  might  become  common,  and  that  it 
might  be  employed  for  culinary  utenfils,  in  the 
arts,  and  in  the  laboratory  of  the  chymift.  It 
would  unite  .all  jhe  advantages  of  vcflels  of  glafs, 
of  porcelain,  and  of  ftone  ware,  without  par- 
taking of  their  fragility.  A  prejudice  of  the 
Spanifh  ininiftry,  and  which  hath  for  a  long  time 
been  adopted  by  all  chymifts,  deprives  us  of  this 
advantage.  They  have  perfuaded  themfclves  that 
the  platina  might  be  allied  with  gold,  in  fuch  a 
fjnanner  as  th^t  it, could  not  be  feparated  from  it 
by  any  means,  and  they  have  confcquently 
thought  proper  to  forbid  the  extradion  a^d 
tranfportation  of  a  fubftance,  that  might  be 
prod,u6]tlve  of  fo  much  mifchief  in  the  hands  of 
avaricious  men.  But  at  prefent,  that  we  are  ac« 
quainted  with  methods  as  fimple  and  eafy  to 
feparate  gold  frpm  platina>  as  to  feparate  filver 
from  gold ;  at  prefent,  that  the  chymifts  have 
taught  us,  that  when  thefe  two  metals  arc 
diflblved  in  aqua  regia,  we  may  precipitate  the 
gold  by  the  addition  of  the  vitriolum  martis,  or 
the  platina  by  the  addition  of  fait  ammoniac,  and 
that  in  both  thefe  cafes  the  two  metals  are  per- 
fcftly  diftinft  -,  at  prefent^  in  a  word,  that  the 
rulers  of  nations  can  eafily  obtain  information 
by  confulting  the  academies,  it  cannqt  be  doubted 
but  that,  the  Spanifh  government  will  haften  to 
avail  itfelf  of  a  treafure  of  which  it  feems  hitherto 

to 
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to  have  been  the  only  poffcffor,  and  of- which  lb  ^  ^^  ^ 
advantageous  a  ufe  nnay  be  made  fof  the  nation, 
and  for  fociety  in  general. 

Nature  hath  not  formed  any  mines  of  gold  or 
filver,  in  what  are  called  the  Valleys  of  Pcfru; 
except  One.  The  large  maffes  of  thcfe  precious 
metals  which  we  fometimes  find  there,  have  been 
conveyed  by  fubterraneous  fires,  by  volcanos, 
and  by  earthquakes,  as  well  as  by  the  revolutions 
which  America  hath  experienced,  and  doth  ftill 
experience  every  day.  Thefe  detached  maffes 
are  fometimes  found  in  other  parts.  About  the 
year  1730,  a  piece  of  gold,  weighing  ninety 
marks,  was  found  near  the  town  of  La  Paz.  It 
was  a  compofition  of  fix  different  fpecies  of  this 
precious  metal,  from  eighteen  to  three  and  twenty 
carats  and  a  half.  There  are  biit  few  ores, 
and  thofe  of  bafe  alloy,  in  the  hillocks  bordering 
upon  the  fea.  It  is  only  in  very  cold  or  very 
high  places  that  they  are  rich  and  frequent. 

Though  the  Peruvians  were  unacquainted 
with  coin,  they  knew  the  ufe  of  gold  and  filver, 
of  which  they  made  toys,  and  even  vafes.  The 
torrents  and  fivers  furniflied  them  with  the  firfl: 
of  thefe  metals;  but  in  order  to  obtain  the  fe- 
cond,  more  labour  and  induftry  was  neceffar}'. 
Moft  frequently  the  ground  was  opened,  yet, 
never  to  fo  great  a  depth,  but  that  the  workmen 
themfelves  coyld  throw  the  ore  on-  the  borders  of 
the  ditch  which  they  had  digged,  or  could  at 
Icaft  convey  it  there  by  paffing  it  on  from  one 
p'erfori  to  another.     Sometimes  the  fides  ot  the 

moufttains " 
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B  oo  K  rnoun tains  were  opttitd^  artd  the  different  v*in» 
which  chance  mighc  prefent^  were  followed, 
though  always  to  very  foall  C3ttcnt.  The  two 
metals  were  melted ;  and  difengaged  from  the 
foreign  materials  that  might  be  mixed  with  them 
by  the  means  of  fire*  Furnacesi  in  which  a 
current  of  air  fupplicd  the  office  of  the  bellowsi 
an  inftrument  entirely  unknow'n  in  theft  coun- 
triesi  were  employed  to  perform  this  difficult 
operation. 

PoRco,  at  a  littbe  diftance  from  the  fpot  where 
one  of  the  lieutenants  of  Pizarro  founded,  in 
1539,  the  city  of  La  Plata^  Porco  wasj  of  all  the 
mines  which  the  Incas  caufed  to  be  worked^  the 
mod  plentiful  and  the  moil:  know'n.  It  was 
alfo  the  firft  which  the  Spaniards  worked  after 
the  conqueft;  and  their  la^ur  was  foon  extended 
to  a  multiplicity  of  others.  ^ 

All  of  them,  without  exception,  were  found 
to  be  very  expenfive  in  the  working.  Nature  hath 
placed  them  in  regions  deftitute  of  water,  wood^ 
provifions^  and  all  the  neceffarics  of  life^  which 
mud  be  conveyed  at  a  great  expence  acrois 
immenfe  dcfcrts.  Thefc  difficulties  have  been^ 
and  are  ftill  furmounted  with  more  or  lefs  fuc- 
cefs. 

Several  mines,  which  have  acquired  Tome 
Ihare  of  reputation,  have  been  fucccffively  aban-» 
doned.  Their  produce,  though  equal  to  what  it; 
was  originally,  was  not  fufficient  to  defray,  the 
cxpences  neceflary  to  obtain  it;  this  is  a  ,knid' 
of  revolution  which  many  of  the  reft  will  expe- 
rience. 

It 
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Ir  hi^th  alfo  been  nccjcfliry  to  renounce  fotne  ^  %,J^  *^ 
of  the  mmt$  whiph  had  given  falfe  hopes. 
Among  this  number  was  tbftt  of  Ucantaya,  difco- 
vcred  in  1705,  fixty  leagues  to  the  fouth-eaft  of 
Cufco,  This  was  only  an  incruftation  of  almoft 
pi^ffive  filver,  which  at  firft  yielded  a  confider-* 
able  qManeicy^  but  was  foon  exhaufted. 

Sowti  .very  rich  mines  have  been  negkded 
becaufe  the  waters  had  invaded  them.  The  dc-^ 
divity  of  the  foil>  which  from  the  fiimmit  of  the 
Cordeicras  nma  continually  fhclrfng  to  the  South 
Sea,  muft  neceffarily  have  rendered  thefe  event* 
more  common  at  Peru  than'  iix  other  places* 
This  mifchief  hath  fometimes  been  found  irre- 
mediable; at  pther.  times  it  h»th  been  repaired: 
moft  frequently  it  hath  been  perpetuated  for 
wantofmeaesj  adtivity,  or  (kill ♦ 

The  gold  mines  were  at  firft  preferably  at- 
tended to.  Wife  men  foon  dctcrtnined  in  favour 
of  the  filver  mines,  which  are  generally  more 
cxtenfive,  more  equals  and,  confequently,  lefe 
deceitful.  Several  of  the  former,  however,  are 
ftiH  worked.  A  tolerably  regular  ferics  of  fuc- 
cefs,  h^th  n>a4e  thofe  of  l^utixac^  of  Araca^ 
of  Suches,  of  Caracava,  of  Lipoani,  and  of 
Cachabamba^  to  be  confidercd  as  the  richeft. 

Amono  the  filver  mines. which,  in  our  daya^^ 
arc  the  moft  celebrated,  we  qiuft  mention  that 
of  Huaatajaha,  which  hath  been  worked  forty  or 
fifty  years  ago>  at;  two  leagues  diftancc  from  tlie 
fea,  aear  the  harbimr  of  Jqveyqu^.  Uppft 
digging  five  or  fix  feet  in  the  plain,  we  ofcea 
find  detached  mafies,   which  at  firft  might  be 

taken 
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^  %i?  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^y  f^^  a  (?ohfufed  mixture  of  gravel  and 
fand,  and  which,  upon  trial,  yield  two-thirds  of 
their  weight  in  filver.  Sometimes  they  are  fo 
confiderable,  thati  in  1749,  two  of  them  were  fent 
to  the  court  of  Spain^  one  of  which  weighed  one! 
hundred  and  feventy-five  pounds,  and  the  other,- 
three  hundred  and  feventy.  In  the  mountains^ 
the  ore  is  difpofed  in  veins,'  and  rs  of  two  kinds. 
That  which  in  the  country  is  called  barra^  is  cut 
with  the  rock,  and  is  fent  to  Lima,  where  it  is 
tvroughr.  It  yields  moft  frequently  from  one,^ 
two,  three,  four,  and  as  far  as  five  parts  of  filvcr 
to  one  of  (lone.  The  other  fpecies  is  purified  by 
fire  in  the  country  itfelf.  If  five  of  it's  quintals 
do  not  produce  a  mark  of  filver,  it  is  throw'n 
^mong  the  rgbbilh.  This  negledt  arifcs  from  the 
exceffive  dearnefs  of  provifions,  from  the  neceflicy 
of  obtaining  water  fit  for  drinking  fourteen 
leagues  ofF^  and  from  that  of  grinding  the  ore  at 
a  very  confiderable  diftance. 

At  thirty  leagues  to  the  north-eaft  of  Are-^ 
quipa  ftands  Caylloma.  It's  mines  were  dif- 
covered'  very  early  a  they  have  been  fince  incef- 
fantly  worked^  and  their  produce  is  ftlll  the 
fame. 

Those  of  Potofi  were  difcoVered  in  1545* 
An  Indian,  named  Hualpa,-  as  it  is  faid,  pur- 
fuing  fome  deer,  in  ofder  to  climb  certain  fteep 
rocks,  laid  hold  of  a  bufh,  the  roots  of  which 
being  loofened  from  the  eafth,  brought  to.  view 
an  ingot  of  filver.  The  Peruvian  had  recourfe 
to  it  for  his  own  ufe,  and  never  failed  to  return 
to  his  treafure  ^very  time .  that  his  wants  or.  his 

defires 
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cfefires  folicited  him  to  it.  The  change  that  had  ^  o  o  k 
happened  in  his  fortune,  was  remarked  by  his 
countryman  Guanca,  to  whom  he  avowed  the 
fecret.  The  two  friends  could  not  keep  their 
counfel  and  enjoy  their  good  fortune.  They 
quarrelled  i  and  the  indifcreet  confidant  difcb- 
vered  the  whole  to  his  mailer  Villaroell,  a 
Spaniard  who  was  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood. 

This  difcovcry  foon  inflamed  the  minds  of 
the  Spaniards.  Several  mines  were  immediately 
opened  in  a  mountain  of  a  conical  form,  which  is 
one  league  in  circumference,  five  of  fix  toifes  in 
height,  and  is  of  a  dark  red  colour.  In'procefs 
of  time,  a  lefs  confiderable  mountaihj  ilTuing 
from  the  -former,  was  alfo  fearched,  and  with 
equal  fuccefs.  The  treafures  that  were'  derived, 
from  each  of  thefe  mountains,  were  the  origin  of 
one  of  the  largeft  and  mofl:  opulent  cities  in  the 
New  World. 

Nature  never  oflT^rcd  to  the  avidity  of  man- 
kind, in  any  country  on  the  globe,  fuch  rich 
mines  as  thofe  of  Potofi.  Exfclufive  of  what  was 
not  regiftered,  and  was  fmuggled  away,  the  fifth 
part,  belonging  to  the  government,  from  1545 
to  1564,  amounted  to  36,450,000  livres  *  per 
annum.  But  this  abundance  of  metals  foon  de- 
creafed.  From  1564  to  1585,  the  annual  fifrK 
part  amounted  to  no  more  than  15,187,489 
'livre^  four  fols  f.  From  1585  to  1624,  it 
'anriou'nt^d  to  12,149,994  livres'12  folslj;.     Frooi 

•        1,518,751.  f       632,8121.        It* 

X  506,249],  15  s.  6 d. 
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^  ^^^  ^  1624  to  1633,  to  6,074,997  livres  fix  fols  ** 
From  this  laft  period,  the  produce  of  thefe  mines 
hath  fo  evidently  decreafed,  that  in  1763  the 
fifth  part,  belonging  to  the  king,  did  not  exceed 
1,364,682  livres  12  folsf. 

In  the  firft  inftance,  each  quintal  of  ore  yielded 

fifty  pounds  of  filver.     At  prefent,  fifty  quintals 

-xJo  not  produce  more  than  two  t>ounds  of  filver. 

This  is  one  part  inilead  of  twelve  hundred  and 

fifty. 

If  this  diminution  (hould  be  carried  on  a  little 
further,  this  Iburcc  of  riches  muft  neceflarily  be 
given  up.  -It  is  even  probftble  that  this  event 
would  already  have  taken  place,  if  the  ore  were 
not  fo  foft  at  Potofi,  if  the  waters  were  not  fo 
favourably  fituated  ^r  grinding  it,  and  if  the 
expences  were  not  infinitely  lefs  than  at  any  other 
place. 

BcT  while  the  mines  of  Potofi  were  gradually 
lofing  their  celebrity,  thofe  of  Oruro,  not  far 
diftant  from  them,  were  rifing  into  great  repu* 
ration.  Their  profperity  was  even  incr^afing, 
when  the  waters  flowed  into  the  richcft  of  them. 
At  the  period  in  which  we  are  writing,  it  hath 
not  yet  been  poflible  to  drain  them,  and  all  thefe 
treafures  ftill  remain  under  water.  The  mines 
of  Popo,  the  moft  confiderable  of  thofe  that  have 
efcapcd  this  great  difafter,  are  no  more  than 
twelve  leagues  diftant  from  the  town  of  San 
Philip  de  Auftria  de  Gruro,  which  was  btlilt  ia 
this  diftricV,  formerly  fo  celebrated. 

♦  .253,1*41.  17s.  9d,  t  56,861  I.  15  s.  ^. 
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The  labours  of  the  miners,  fettled  to  thf  '  ^  |?  * 
*aft  of  La  PUta>  in  the  diftrid  of  Carangasi  were 
^never  difturbcd  by  any  accident  J  thofe^  howeveri 
whona  chance  had  brought  to  TprcQ.were  con* 
(lantly  the  molt  foi'tunatei  becaufe  this  mauhtait) 
always  a^rded  them  an  ore  incorporated^  or»  as 
it  were,  melted  with  the  ftone^  and  confequently 
richer  than  all  the  reft^ 

In  the  diocef<^  of  I^a  Pas^  and  near  to  the 
.  fmall  town  of  Puna,  Jofeph  Salcedo  difcoveredj 
about  the  year  I66o^  the  mine  of  Laycacota^ 
It  was  fo  rich  that  the  filvcr  of  it  was  often  cut 
with  a  chiflTcl.  Profperity,  which  debafes  little 
minds*  had  fo  elevated  that  of  the  proprietor  pf  fp 
much  opulence^  that  he  permitted  all  the  Spa- 
niards>  who.  came  to  feek  their  fortune  in  thi$ 
part  of  the  N^w  World,  to  work  fome  days  for 
their  own  benefit,  without  weighing  or  mea^ 
furing  the  prfcfent  he  made  them.  This  gencro-^ 
fity  artrafted  an  infinite  number  of  adventurers, 
whofe  avidity  induced  them  to  take  up  arms* 
They  attacked  each  other,  and  their  behefaftor, 
who  had  neglected  nothing  that  might  prevent 
or  extinguifh  their  fanguinary  contentions,  was 
hanged  as  being  the  author  of  them.  Such  in* 
•'Cidents  might  be  fufficient  to  leffen  in  our  hearts 
the  inclination  to  benevolencej  and  it  is  with  re* 
luftance  I  have  mentioned  this* 

While  Salcedo  was  in  prifon,  the. water  got 
poffcflion  of  his  mine*  Superftition  foon  gave 
birth  to  the  idea,  that*  this  was  a  punifhmcnt  for 
the  outrage  cooimitted  againfl;  him*  This  idea 
of  divine  vengeance  was  for  a  long  time  re- 
iv'.  M  2  veredi 
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vcrcdi  but  at  length,  in  1740,  Diego  de  Baena, 
and  fomc  other  enterprizing  men,  affociated 
thcmfelves,  in  order  to  turn  away  the  fprings 
which  had  deluged  (6  much  treafure.  In  1754^ 
the  work  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  fomc  utility 
was  already  derived  from  it.  We  know  not  what 
hath  happened  fince  that  period. 

All  the  mines  of  Peru  were  originally  worked 
by  means  of  fire.  In  moft  of  them,  mercury  was 
fubftituted  to  this,  in  1571. 

This  powerful  agent  is  found  in  two  different 
dates  in  the  bofom  of  the  earth.  If  it  be  alto- 
gether pure,  and  in  the  fluid  form  which  is  pro- 
per to  it,  it  is  then  denominated  virgin  mercury, 
becaufe  it  hath  not  experienced  the  aftion  of  fire, 
in  order  to  be  extracted  from  the  mine.  If  it  be 
found  combined  with  fulphur,  it  forms  a  fub- 
ftance  of  a  red  colour,  which  is  more  or  lefs 
vivid,  called  cinnabar. 

Till  the  mine  of  virgin  mercury,  which  was 
lately  difcovcred  at  Monrpellier  under  the  build- 
ings of  the  town  itfelf,  and  which  for  that  reafon 
will  probably  never  be  worked,  there  had  been  no 
others  know'n  'in  Europe,  except  thofc  of  Udria 
in  Carniola.  Thefe  are  in  a  vallev,  at  the  foot 
of  high  mountains,  which  were  called  by  the 
Romans  /ilpes  Juli^.  They  were  difcovcred  by 
chance  in  1497.  They  are  about  nine  hundred 
fce^  deep.  The  defcent  into  them  is  by  pits,  as 
into  all  other  mines.  There  are  under  ground 
an  infinite  number  of  galleries,  of  which  fome  arc 
fo  low,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  ftoop  in  order  to  pafs 
along  i    and  there  are  places  where  it  is  fo  hot, 

that 
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that  it  is  not  pofTible  to  ftop  without  being  in  21  '  ^^  ^ 
profufe  fweat:  it  is  in  thcfefubtcrrancous  caverns 
that  mercury  is  founds  in  a  kind  of  clay,  or  in 
ftones.  Sometimes  even  this  fubftance  is  feen 
running  down  like  rain,  and  oozes  fo  copioufly 
through  the<  rocks  which  form  the  vaults  of  thefe 
fubterraneous  caverns^  that  one  man  hath  often 
gathered  thirty-fix  pounds  of  it  in  a  day. 

Th£RB  are  fome  people  fo  fond  of  the  marvel- 
lous, that  they  prefer  this  mercury  to  the  other  i 
which  is  a  mere,  prejudice.  Experience  ihews 
that  the  bcft  mercury  that  can  be  ufed,  either  in 
medicine  or  in  metallurgy,  is  that  which  hath 
been  extra^ed  fron^  cinnabar.  In  order  to  fepa^ 
rate  th?  patpr^l  coipbination  of  thefe  two  volatile 
fubftances,  fwlphwr  fiqd  mercury,  rccourfe  muft 
ncccflarily  be  b4^  ?P  the  aftion  of  fire,  to  which 
fome  intermediate  fubftance  muft  be  joined.  This 
is  either  the  filings  of  fteel  qr  copper,  or  the  re- 
gulus  of  antimony^  or  lime^  or  fome  fixed 
alkaline  fait.  Europe  js  fupplicd  with  this  laft 
fpecies  of  mercury  from  Hungary,  Sclavonia, 
Bohemia,  Carinthia,  Friuli,  and  I^ormandy. 
The  quantity  that  Spain  wants  for  Mexico  Cpmes 
from  the  mine  of  Almaden,  which  was  famous 
even  in  the  time  of  the  Romans  :  but  Peru  hath 
found  within  itfelf,    at  Guancja-Velica^   a  fufE- 

.  cient  quantity  for  all  it*s  exigencies. 

This  ore,  as  it  is  faid>  was  know'n  to  the  an- 

,  tient  Peruvians,  who  made  no  other  ufe  pf  it 
than  to  paint  their  faces.  It  was  forgotten 
during  the  Confufion  into  which  the  conqueft 
plunged  this  unfortunate  region.    It  was  fouqd 

M  3  again 
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*  ^f  ^  again  in  JiS^>  according  to  fomc  hiftorians,  an4 
in  1564,  according  to  others  5  but  Pedro  Fer- 
nandez Vclafco  was  the  firft  who,  in  1574* 
thopght  of  employing  it  in  working  the  other 
mines  I  the  government  referred  to  itfelf  the  pro- 
perty of  it.  They  eyen  forfead,  Vipon  any  pre*- 
tencp  whatlbeyer,  that  other  mines  of  the  fame 
\iind  flioxild  be  opened^^  left  they  (hould  be  de- 
frauded of  the  duties  they  kid  trpon  mercury. 

The  mine  of  Quanta- Velica  hath  undergone 
fevcr^l  changes.  At  the  tirtie  in  which  we  are 
writing,  it*s  circumference  mcafures  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  varas^  it^s  dfamcter  fixty,  an4 
it's  depth  five  hundred  an4  thirteen.  It  hath 
four  openings,  all  of  them  at  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  a  fmall  number  bfbuttrefles,  deftined 
to  fupport  the  foil,  and  three  vent-holes,  which 
either  let  in  air^  or  fcrve  to  carry  off  the  waters. 
It  h  worked  by  fome  partners,  mod  of  then^ 
without  fortune,  to  whom  %he  fovereign  adVancesi 
whatever  they  want,  and  who  deliver  the  mercury 
to  hirp  at  his  ftipulated  price.  The  men  employc4 
in  thefe  labours  were  generally  feized,  formerly^ 
with  convulfivc  motions,  f  f^is  malady  is  at 
pfffent  much  lefs  frequent  >  whether  it  be  Siat  ; 
the  mercury  contained  in  the  mine  hg^th  leffencd, 
by  more  than  one-half^^  or  that  fame  precaution^ 
have  been  taken,  which  had  at  firft  been  ne- 
glefted.  Thofe  lyhQ  have  the  c^rc  of  the  fur- 
paces,  are  at  prefent  almoft  the  only  perfon^ 
who  arc  cxpofed  to  this  calamity :  they  are,  how- 
ever j,  cafily  cyred.  The  only  thing  neccffary  is 
.  ^0  fend  them  into  a  warm  cHmate^  or  to  employ 
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dicm  in  cultivating  the  lands.    The  mercury,  ^  ^^  ^ 
which  affeded  their  Jioibs,  is  carried  o£F  by  per* 
fyiration. 

The  barrennefs  of '^ Quanta- Vclica,  and  of  thp 
neighbouring  landsj  is  remarkable.  No  fruit 
tree  can  be  naturalized  there.  Of  all  the  fpecies 
of  corn  that  ^have  been  fow'n,  barley  is  the  only 
one  that  hath  fprung  upi  and  even  that  hath 
never  come  to  maturity*  Nothing  but  the  pota* 
toe  has  thriven. 

The  kir  is  not  nnore  wholefome  than  the  foil  is 
fertile.  Children^  newly  born^  die  of  the  tetanos 
ftill  more  frequently  than  in  the  reft  of  the  New 
World.  Thofe  who  have  cfcaped  this  danger^ 
are  feized  at  the  end  of  three  or  four  months  with 
a  violent  cough,  and  moft  of  them  periffa  in 
convulfions,  unlefs  care  be  taken  to  convey  them 
into  a  milder  climate.  This  precaution,  which 
is  neceffary  for  the  Indians  and  for  the  Meftees, 
is  ftill  more  fo  for  the  Spaniards,  who  are  Icfs 
robuft.  The  extreme  feverity  of  the  climate, 
the  fulphureous  vapours  which  cover  the  horizon, 
and  the  generally  vitiated  conftitution  of  the  fa- 
thers and  mothers,  muit  be  the  principal  caufes 
of  fo  great  a  calamity. 

The  very  elevated  mountains  of  Guanga- 
Velica,  had  ibr  a  long  time  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  men  who  were  greedy  of  riches,  when, 
at  length,  they  became  intcrefting  to  philofo- 
phers. 

The  aftronomers,  who  were  fent  in  1735  to 
Peru  in  order  to  meafure  the  degrees  of  the  me-  - 

M  4  ridianj^ 
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^  %n  ^  ridian,  travelled  over  a  fpacc  of  ninety,  kagucs^, 
beginning  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  equator,  and 
proceeding  as  far  as  the  fouth  of  the  city  of 
Caenca,  without  difcovering  any  mark  which 
could  lead  them  to  think  that  thefe  mottntainsy 
which  were  the  higheft  in  the  univerfe,  had  been 
ever  covered  by  the  ocean.  Thebkriksof  (hells 
that  were  found  out  feme  time  after  at  Ghili,  did 
not  prove  the,  contrary,  btecaufe  they  were  upon 
eminences  of  no  more  than  fifty  toifcs.  But  fincc 
Guanja-Vclioa  hath 'fuJmiihcd  recent  and  petri- 
fied fhelk,  and  both:  of  them  i|i  very  great  quan- 
tity, it  is  neceffaryao  uetriack  and  give  up  all  the 
confequences.  that  had.  been,  deduced  frpm  this 
phaenomenon. 

It  is  not  at  Guanga-Velica  that  the  mercury  is 
delivered  to  the  public,  .  The  government  fends 
it  to  the  provinces  where  the  mines  ,arc.  The 
places  where  it  is  depofited  are  twelve  in  number. 
In  1763  Guan^a-Velica  itfelf  confumed  on^. hun- 
dred and  forty-two  quintals ;  Taiya,  two  huodrcd 
and  forty- feven ;  Pafca,  feven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-nine; Truxillo,  one  hundred  and  thirty-qnc; 
Cufco,  thirteen  j  La  Plata,  three  .hundred  and 
fixty-nine;  La  Pas,  thirty;  Caylloma,  three 
hpndredand  feventy-four;  Caranjas,  one  hundred 
and  fifty;  Oruro,  twelve  hundred  and  fixty-four; 
and  Potofi",  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
pinety-two.  This  made  on  the  whole  five  thou- 
.  fand  two  hundred  and  forty-one  quintals.    . 

Although  the  quality  of  the  ore  determines 
the  greater  pr  lefs  cpnfumption  of  the  mercury, 

7  yet. 
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yef,  it  is  generally  thought  in  the  other  liemlfc 
phere,  where  the  art  of  metallurgy  is  very;  im* 
perfeft,  tliat,  upon  the  whole,  the  confumption 
*of  merctlry  is  equal  to  the  quantity  of  filvcr 
^obtained  from  the  mines.^'  In  this  fuppofTtiois^ 
the  twelve  magazines  which,  from  173a  to  1765, 
delivered,  one  year  with*  another,  fi^e  thouikn^ 
three  hundred  and  four  quintals,  ^  eighteen 
pounds  of  mercury,  (hoiild  have  received  the 
fame  quantity  of  filver.  Neverthelefs  they^  re- 
^ceived  no  more  than  two  thoufand  two  hunditd 
and  fifty.  Therefore,  two  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  j^ity-fbur  quintals  eighteen  pounds^  Were 
fecretcd  in  order  to  defraud  the  cuftoms. 

Lima  hath  always  attrafted  the  greateft  part  Sobverfi«ii 
of  thele  riches,  whether  they  have  efcaped  the  rrgoTumal 
vigilance  of  the  treafury  or  not.     This  capital,  Jhi^^^fui^ 
built  in  1535    by  Francis   Pizarro,    and  which  ^'^p*™* 
hath  fince  become  fo  celebrated,  is  fituated  at 
two  leagues  from  the  fea.  In  a  delicious;  plain* 
The  profpeft  from  it  on  one  fide  extends  over  a 
tranquil  ocean,  on  the  other  it  ftretches  as  far  as 
the  Cordeleras.     It's  foil  is  nothing  but  a  heap 
of  flints,  which  the  fea  hath  undoubtedly  in  a 
feries  of  ages  piled  together,  but  they  are  covered 
with  earth  a  foot  below  the  furface,  which  the 
fpring  waters,    that   are  every  where  found  on 
digging,  have  brought  from  the  mountains. 

Sugar-canes,    numberlefs   olive    trees,    fome 

vines,    artificial  meadows,    paftures  full  of  fait 

which  give  meat  an  exquifite  tafte,  fmall  •grain 

apropriated  to  the  feeding  of  fowls,  fruit-\ree» 

■"     '  "of 
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•  ^Ji  *  ^  ttcry  kind,  and  Ccf tain  other  pUntations,  co- 
yer the  furface  of  thefe  fortunate  plains.  Wheat 
and  barky  profpered  there  for  a  long  time  i  but 
an  earthquake  happening  about  a  century  agOj 
.eaufed  fuch  a  revolution,  that  the  feeds  rotted 
without  fprouting.  ^  {t  was  not  till  after  fortjr 
years  cf  barrennefs,  that  the  (oil  refumed  it's 
former  fertility.  Lima,  as  well  as  the  other 
towns  of  the  valleys,  owe$  it's  fubfiftence  chiefly 
to  the  labours  of  the  Negroes.  It  is  fcarce  any 
where,  except  the  inland  parp,  that  the  iields 
are  cultivated  by  the  Indians. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  all  the 
edifices  in  Peru  were  conftru(5ked  without  %s^ 
foundations.  The  walls  of  the  houfes  of  private 
perfons,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  public  building$» 
were  alike  placed  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  of 
whatever  materials  they  might  be  made.  Expe- 
rience had  taught  thefe  people,  that  in  the  coun- 
try they  inhabited  this  was  the  only  way  of 
dwelling  in  fecurity.  Their  conquerors,  who 
had  a  fovereign  contempt  for  every  thing  which 
deviated  from  their  habits,  and  who  carried  every 
where  along  with  them  their  European  cuftoms, 
without  conlidering  whether  they  were  fuitable  to 
the  countries  they  were  invading;  the  con- 
querors departed,  particularly  at  Lima,  from  the 
manner  of  building  which  they  found  generally 
eftabliflied.  Accordingly,  when  the  natives  of 
the  country  faw  them  open  deep  trenches,  and 
makeufe  of  cement,  they  faid  that  their  tyrants 
were  digging  graves  to  bury  themfclvcs  in ;  andj,, 
l^erhaps,  it  was  fome  coafoUtion  to  the  wretched- 

nef^ 
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tiefs  df  the  conquered  t6  forefec|>  that  the  earth  *  ^p  * 
\iroulcl  one  day  take  tipon  itfelf  to  avenge  them 
of  their  deftroyers. 

The  prediftion  hath  been  fulfilled.  The  ca* 
^ital  of  Peru,  after  having  been  partially  fub^ 
v^ted  by  eleven  earthquakes,  was  at  length 
totally  deftroyed  by  the.twelfth.  On  the  aSth 
t>f  Oftober  1746,  at  half  an  hour  after  ten  aic 
nighty  all,  or  almoft  all  the  buildings,  ivhechef 
large  or  fmall,  >verc  throw*n  down  in  the  fpace  flf 
three  minutes.  Thirteen  hundred  perfons  were 
crufhed  under  the  njins.  A  much  more  C6n&- 
durable  number  were  mutilated^  and  moft  of 
them  expired  in  horrid  torments. 

Callao,  which  ferves  as  a  harbour  to  Lima^ 
Was  likewife  overthrow'n;  but  this  was  the  leaft 
of  it's  misfortunes.  The  fea,  which  had  ftarted 
'{yack  with  horror  at  the'inftant  of  this  dreadful 
cataftrophe,  foon  returned  to  invade  with  it's 
impetuous  waves  the  (pace  it  had  quitted.  It 
fwallbwed  up  the  few  hoUfes  and  fortifications 
that  had  efcapedthe  former  danger.  Of  the 
four  thoufand  inhabitants  that  were  computed  to 
be  in  this  celebrated  port,  there  were  only  two 
hundred  faved.  It  then  contained  three,  and 
tlii/enty  (hips;  nineteen  of  them  were  fwallowed 
tip,  and  the  reft  throw'n  very  far  in  upon  the 
land  by  the  irritated  ocean. 

The  ravage  extended  itfelf  all  over  the  coaft. 
The  few  vcffcls  there  were  in  thefe  bad  harbours 
trtvc  (battered.  The  towns  in  the  valleys  fuf- 
tained  in  general  ibnie  damages ;  feveral  of  them 
f  yen  were  totally  fubverted.    Among  the  moua* 

tains, 
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•  *,?  *  fains,  -four  or  five  volcanos  threw  out  fuch  pro^ 
digious  columns  of  water^  chat  the  whole  couocry 
was  deluged  by  them. 

The  miadfit  of  men,  which  had  been  for  a  long 

ucne  in  a  ftate  of  lethargy,  were  rouzed  by  this 

iftsA  calamity;  and  it  was  Lima  that  lirft  &c  the 

if^f^.mpk  ^f  th^  change.     The  bufinefs   was  to 

i^e^r  avfay  immenff:  ruins  heaped  one  upon  ana* 

4]^i  anfl  to  get  out  prodigions  tri^afures  that  were 

Aii>fifd  m  thf fe  ruins.     It  was  necclTary  to  bring 

4rofP  Guayaquil,  and  f^om  a  ftill  greater  diftance^ 

i$very  requifice  for  the  qonilrudion  of  mJmberle^ 

^Bdibfu;e$9    wd,  with  all  thefe  materials,  colleded 

from  thefe  different  regions,  to  rajfe  a  city  fupe- 

fifor  to  that  which  h  ad  been  dcftroycd.     Thefe 

;ifviJt^ckjs>  whict^  were  not  t  o  be  expe&ed  from  an 

:|ndolcnt  and  efFj^mjnate  people^  were  performed 

with   great  rapidity*      Ncceflity   infpired  theg\ 

,with  adiyity,  ernulation,   ^nd  induftry.     Lima» 

though,  perhaps,  lefj^  wealthy*  is  at  prefentmorc 

agreeable  than   in  .1682^    vh^P   it'$  gates  pre- 

fented  to  the  view  of  the  duke  of  Palfita,  the 

viceroy,  on  his  entering,  ftreets  paved  with  fily^r. 

.  It  i&  alio  buiic  with  greater  folidityj^  ^d  fpr  the 

following  reafon : 

The  vanity  of  having  palaces,  concealed  fov  a 
long  time  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  pf 
Peru,  the  dangers  to  which  this  abfurd  oftent^- 
tion  expofed  theni.  In  vain  had  the  earth  fwal- 
lowed  up  at  different  periods  thefe  enormous 
.  mafjes^  the  leflTon  was  never  powerful  enoug;h  to 
correct  tbei^«  The  iaft  catailrophe  hath  at  lengUi 
opened. their  eyes.    .They  have  yielded  to  necef- 

fity. 
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fity,  and  have  at  laft  followed  the  exampllc  <>f  ^  %^  ^ 
other  Spaniards  fettled  in  the  valleys. 

The  houfcs  are  at  prefeht  vrfry  low/and  hkve 
mod  of  them  no  more  than  a  ground  floor.  For 
walls  they  have  pofts  placed  at  different  diftances. 
The  intervals  are  filled  up  with  reeds,  nearly 
fimilar  to  ours,  but  which  haVe  no  cavity,  which 
are  very  folid,  which  do  not  eafily  mt,  and  whkh 
iare  covered  over  with  clay.  Thefe  Angular  edt^ 
ficcs  are  topped  with  a  wooden  roof  entirely  flat^ 
and  alfo  covered  with  clay,  a  fufficient  prccautiort 
in  a  climate  where  it  never  rains.  The  Icverat 
parts  of  thefe  buildings  are  fattened  together, 
and  t6  the  foundations  with  a  ftrong  kind  of 
ofier,  which  in  the  country  is  called  chaglan 
With  this  kind  of  conftruftion,  the  whole  build-*- 
ing  readily  yields  to  the  motion  communicated  to 
it  by  the  earthquakes.  They  may  poffibly  be 
dan^aged  by  the  convulfive  motions  of  nature,  buD 
they  cannot  be  eafily  throw'n  down. 

These  houfes,  however,  are  not  deficient  in 
appearance.  The  attention  that  is  taken  to  paint 
the  wklls  and  cornices, '  fo  as  to  refemble  free- 
ftone,  conceals  the  quality  of:  the  materials  of 
which  they  are  formed.  They  are  even  found  to 
have  an  air  of  grandeur  and  folidity,  which  it 
would  not  be  natural  to  expeft.  The  dt{t6t  of 
conftrudlion  is  ftill  more  concealed  in  the  infide 
of  the  houfes,  where  all  the  ornaments  are 
paiiiited  in  a  ftile  of  greater  or  lefs  elegance. 
The  ordiilary  method  of  conftruftion  hath  been 
but  a  Htfle  deviated  from  in  the  public  buildings. 
Several  of  them  are  riifcd  to  the  height  often 

fret 
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BOOK  feet  with  bricks  baked  in  the  fun  i  feme  of  the 
churches  even  are  raifed  to  the  fame  height  ia 
ftoiie.  The  reft  of  thefe  monuments  arc  in  wood, 
painted  or  gilt }  as  well  as  the  columns  and  ftatues 
which  decorate  them* 

The  ftreets  of  Lima  are  wide^  parallel^  and 
interfed  each  other  at  right  angles.  It's  walls 
are  continually  wa&ed  and  refreftied  by  waters 
brought  from  the  river  of  Rimac.  The  water 
that  is  not  employed  in  this  falutary  purpofe,  is 
advantageoufly  diftributed  for  the  convenience 
of  the  citizensy  for  the  ufe  of  the  gardens^  and 
for  fertilizing  the  fields. 

The  Icourges  of  nature^  which  have  revived 
induftry  to  a  certain  degree  in  Lima»  have  had 
lefs  influence  on  the  manners  of  it^s  inhabit"^ 
ants» 

Superstition^  which  reigns  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Spanifli  dominions,  hath  at 
Peru  two  fcepters  at  it*s  command }  one  of  gold> 
for  the  ufurping  and  triumphant  nation  ;  the  other 
of  iron,  for  the  enflaved  and  pillaged  inhabitants^ 
The  fcapulary  and  the  rofary  are  all  the  tokens 
of  religion  which  the  monks  require  of  the  Spa- 
niards of  Peru.  It  is  on  the  form  and  colour 
of  thefe  kinds  of  talifmans  that  the  populace 
and  the  grandees  found  the  profperity  of  their 
undertakings,  the  fuccefs  of  their  amorous  in-* 
trigues,  and  the  hopes  of  their  falvation^  The 
monkilh  habit,  aflumed  in  the  laft  moments, 
conftitutes  the  fecurity  of  opulent  people  who  have 
lived  ill;  they  are  convinced^  that  when  wrapped 
in  this  clothing,  which  is  fp  formidable  to  the 

2  devii> 
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devil,  that  avenging  power  of  crimes^  will  not?  ^  ^  *«: 
dare  to  defcend  into  their  graves,  and  feisse 
upon  their  fouls.  If  their  alhes  repofe  near 
the  altar,  they  hope  to  partake  of  the  facrifices 
of  the  pontiffs,  much  more  than  the  poor  and  the 
flaves. 

Influenced   by  fuch  fatal  errors,    what  en- 
ormities will  they  not  commit  to  acquire  rjches, 
which  fecure  their  happinefs  in  this  world,  and  in 
the  next  ?    The  vanity  of  immortalizing  their 
tiame,  and  the  promife  of  eternal  life,  fecure  to 
the  monks  a  fortune,  which  can  no  longer  be 
enjoyed;    and  families  are  difappointed  of  an  in* 
heritance,  whether  acquired  by  honefty  or  fraudj 
by  legacies  which  ferve  to  enrich  men  whoihav^e 
difcovered  the  fecret  of  efcaping  poverty  by  de* 
voting  themfelves  to    if.     Thus   it  is  that  the 
order  of  fentimencs,  ideas,    and  things,  is  fub« 
verted  -,   and  the  children  of  opulent  fathers  arc 
condemned  to  mifcry  by^  the  pious  rapacioufneft 
of  a  number  of  voluntary   mendicants*      The 
English,  the  Dutch,  and  the  French,  lofe  their 
national  prejudices  by  travelling;,  the  Spaniard 
carries  his  along  with  him  throughout  the  whole 
univerfej    and  fuch  is  the  madncfs  of  bequeath- 
ing legacies  to  the  church,  that  the  ground  of  all 
,the  houfes  of  Peru  belongs  to  the  priefthood,  or 
pays  them  fome  ihare  of  rent.     The  inilicution 
of  monkiih  orders  hath  done  at  Peru,  what  the 
law  of  the  Facuf  will  do,  fooner  or  later,  at  Con- 
ftMtinople.      Here   the  people    bequeath  their 
fortuntii  to  a  minaret^  in  order  to  fecure  it  to 

their 
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BOOK  their  heirs;  there  they  deprive  an  heir  of  it,  bf 
kaving  it  to  a  monaftery  from  the  dread  of  beiiig 
damned.  The  motives  are  a  little  different,  but 
in  the  end  the  effed  is  the  fame*  In  both  coun- 
tries the  church  is  the  gulph^  in  which  all  the 
riches  are  abforbed ;  and  thefe  Caftilians,  who 
were  heretofore  fo  formidable,  (brink  before  fu- 
perftition,  as  Afiacic  flaves  do  in  the  prefence  of 
their  defpot. 

These  extravagancies  might  induce. one  to 
fuppofe  thefe  people  totally  (lupid;  but  this 
would  be  an  injuftice.  Since  the  beginning  of 
the  century,  good  books  are  common  enough  at 
Lima;  the  people^  are  not  entirely  deftitute  of 
knowlege ;  and  we  may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that 
the  French  navigators,  during  the  war  for  the 
fucceffion,  '  implanted  *  fome  good  principles 
among  them.  Neverthelefs  the  ancient  habits 
have  loft  but  little  of  their  force.  The  Spanifh 
Creole  lives  conftantly  among  courtezans,  or 
amufcs  himfclf  at  home  in  drinking  the  herb  of 
Paraguay.  He  would  be  afraid  to  diminifli  the 
joys  of  love  by  confining  it  within  legitimate 
bonds.  His  inclination  leads  him  to  marry  in 
the  country  behind  the  church,  that  is  an  ex- 
preflion,  which  fignifies  living  in  a  ftate  of  con- 
cubinage. In  vain  do  the  bilhops  anathematize 
every  year,  at  Eafter,  thofe  pcrfons  who  arc 
united  in  thefe  illicit  bonds.  But  what  power 
have  thefe  vain  terrors  againft  the  impulfe  of 
amorous  defires,  againft  cuftom,  and  efpecially 
againft  the  climate,  which  is  continually  ftrug- 
gling  with,  and  at  laft  proves  viftorio'us  over, 

all 
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ah  the  civil  and  l-eliglbui  laws  that  bppofc  it*s  *  ^^^  * 
influence  ? 

The  charmi  of  the  I^eriiviah  Wbmeh  art  fupi- 
rior  to  the  terror  which  the  fpiritual  arms  ot 
Romt  infpire.  The  majority  bf  them,  cfpecially 
the  women  of  Lirtiaj  have  eyes  fparkling  ividi 
vivacitj^,  a  fail*  fkin,  a  compleiidn  that  i^  deli- 
cate, animated,  full  of  fprighcHnefs  arid  life,  and 
^  flendet  arid  Well-formed  Ihape ;  ^  foot  bettef 
turnied  and  fmaller  than  that  of  the  Spanilh  wo- 
men thcmfelvts  5  thidk  and  black  h^ii*,  flowing 
as  if  by  chance,  and  Without  ot-nament,  ovei* 
their  neck  and  fhoulderss  which  are  extremely 
White. 

These  various  natural  graces  ai-e  heightened 
by  evehy  imprbvefhenf  that  art  can  add  to  them* 
The  clothing  of  the  women  is  moft  fumptuousj 
^nd  they  ufc  ah  Unbounded  profuGbn  of  pearls 
and  diamonds,  ih  every  kind  of  drefs  in  which  it 
is  poflibld  td  introduce  them.  It  is  evfcn  looked 
Upon  as  d  fort  of  grandeur  ahd  dignity,  tb  fufl^ei^ 
thefe  valuable  Jirticles  to  be  miflaid  or  Jolt.  A 
Woman  even  who  hath  no  titles^  and  is  not  en- 
nobledi  feldom  appears  in  public  without  gold 
tiflfues,  and  without  jewels.  She  never  goes  out 
without  being  attended  by  three  of  four  flaves, 
tnoft  of  them  mulatto  womeni  in  liveries  as 
the  men  are,  and  adorned  With  lace  as  their  mif* 
trcflcs* 

pERtuMfis  are  in  general  ufe  at  Linrta*  Th* 
Women  are  never  without  amberi  they  fcent  their 
linen  and  their  clothes  With  it,  and  even  thci? 
nofegays,  as  if  tlicre  were  fomeching  wanting  to 
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*  VI?  ^  ^^^  natural  perfume  of  flowers.  The  amber  is 
undoubtedly  an  additional  allurement  tp  the  aien> 
and  the  flowers  impart  a  new  attra£tion  to  the 
women.  With  thcfe  they  adorn  their  fleeves, 
and  fometimes  their  hair,  like  Ibepherdeflfes, 

The  taftc  for  mufic,  which  prevails  through- 
out all  Peru,  is  converted  into  a  paflion  in  the 
capital.  The  walls  refound  with  nothing  but 
finging,  and  concerts  of  vocal  and  inftrumental 
mufic.  Balls  are  frequent*  The  people  dance 
here  with  furprifing  lightnefs ;  but  they  negleft 
the  graces  of  the  arms,  to  attend  to  the  agility 
of  the  feet>  and  efpecially  to  the  inflexions  of 
the  body;  as  images  of  the  true  emotions  of 
voluptuoufnefs. 

Such  are  the  pleafures  which  the  women,  who 
are  all  dreflfed  rather  with  elegance  than  modefl:y, 
'tafl:e  and  diffufe  at  Lima.  But  it  is  particularly 
in  thofe  delicious  faloons  where  they  receive 
company,  that  they  appear  feducing.  There> 
carelefsly  reclined  on  a  couch>  which  is  a  foot  and 
a  half  high,  and  five  or  fix  feet  wide,  and  upon 
x:arpets  and  fuperb  cufliions,  they  pafs  their  days 
in  tranquillity  and  in  delicious  repofe.  The  men> 
who  are  admitted  to  their  converfation,  feat 
themfelves  at  fome  diflance,  unkfs  their  adorers^ 
from  greater  intimacy,  be  permitted  to  come  lip 
to  the  couch,  which  is,  as  it  were,  the  fanftuary 
of  worfliip  and  of  the  idol.  Yet  thefe  goddefles* 
choofe  rather  to  be  afl^able  than  haughty  j  and,, 
^bariiftiihg  ceremony,  they  play  on  the  harp  and 
guittar,    and    fing  and    dance    when   they   are 

defired. 
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Thb  moft  diftinguiihcd  citizens  find  in  thofc  ^  ^^  ^ 
majorafcos,  or  perpetual  entails^  tranfmitted  to  Smmmm^mLa 
them  by  the  firft  conquerors  their  anceftors,  a 
fufficiency  to  anfwer  thcfc  profufions:  but  the 
landed  eftates  have  not  been  adequate  to  the 
expences  of  a  great  number>  even  of  very  an- 
tient  families.  Moft  of  them  have  had  recourfe 
to  trade.  An  employment  fo  worthy  of  man, 
and  which  extends  at  once  his  adtivity,  his  I^now* 
lege,  and  his  power,  hath  never  appeared  to' 
them  to  derogate  from  their  nobility ;  and  the 
laws  have  given  a  fanftion  to  a  mode  of  think- 
ing fo  rational  and  fb  ufeful.  Their  capitals, 
added  to  the  remittances  that  are  continually  fenc 
from  the  inland  countries,  have  rendered  Lima 
the  center  of  all  the  tranfaftions  which  the  pro- 
vinces of  Peru  carry  on,  cither  among  them- 
felves,  or  with  Mexico  and  Chili ;  and  of  t;hc  more 

important  ones  with  the  mother-country. 

< 

The  ftraits  of  Magellan   appeared  the  only  P«iwniiwM 
open  way  to  form   this  laft  conneftion.     The  timc*thc"^ 
length   of  the  paffage,    the    terror  infpired  by  'J^ZtL 
ftormy  and  almoft  unknow'n  feas,    the  fear  of  p^°j*'J*!'* 
exciting  the  ambition  of  other  nations,  the  im-  Spain. 
poffibility  of  finding  an  afylum  in  cafe  of  unfor-  whi^h  this 
tunate  accidents,  and  other  confiderations,  per-  cMffed"' 
haps,    turned    the  general  views   towards   Pa- 
nama* 

This  town,  which  had  been  the  gate  through 
which  an  entrance  had  been  gained  into  Peru, 
had  rifen  to  great  profperity,  when,  in  1670, 
it  was  pillaged  and  burnt  by  pirates.  It  was  re- 
built on  ^  more  advantageous  fpot^  at  the  diltadce 
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BOOK  of  four  or  five  miles  from  the  firft,  and  of  three 
leagues   from   the  harbour  of  Pcrico,  which  is 
formed  by  a  great  number  of  iflands,  and  fuffici- 
ently  fpacious  to  contain  the  mod  numerous  fleets. 
It  rules  over  the  provinces  of  Panama/  the  Vc- 
raguas^    and  Darien,  regions  without   inhabit* 
antSy    without  culture,  and  without  riches,   and 
which  were  decorated  with  the  great  name  of  the 
kingdom  of  Terra  Firma,  at  a  period  when  great 
expectations  were   entertained  of   their  mines. 
Panama  hath  never  furniflied  any  thing  to  trade 
from  it's  own  produce,  except  pearls, 
'*  The  pearl  fifhery  is  carried  on  in  forty-three 
idands  of  .the  gulph.     The  grcateft  part  of  the 
inhabitants  employ  fuch  of  their  Negroes  in  it  as 
arc  good  fwimmers,     Thefe  flaves  plunge  and 
rcplungc  in  the  fea  in  fearch  of  pearls,  till  this 
exercife  hath  exhaullcd  their  ftrcngth  or  their 
Ijpirits. 

Every  Negro  is  obliged  to  deliver  a  certain 
number  of  oyfters.  Thofe  in  which  there  are  no 
pearls,  or  in  which  the  pearl  is  not  entirely 
formed,  are  not  reckoned.  What  he  is  able  to 
find  beyond  the  ftipulated  obligation,  is  confi- 
dered  as  his  indifputable  property :  he  may  fell  it 
to  whom  he  thinks  proper,  but  commonly  he  cedei 
it  to  his  mailer  at  a  moderate  price. 

Sea  monfters,  which  abound  more  about  the 
iflands  where  pearls  are  found  than  on  the  neigh- 
bouring coafts,  render  this  fifliing  dangerous. 
Some  of  thefe  devour  the  divers  in  an  inftanr# 
The  manta  fifh,  which  derives  it's  name  from  it's 
figur^>  rolls  them  under  it's  body,  and  fufFocates 

them. 
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them.     la  order   to  defend   themfelvcs  againft  book 

(uch  enemies,  every  diver  is  armed  with  a  poniard : 

the  moment  he  perceives  any  of  thefe  voracious 

fifli,  he  attacks  them  with  precaution,    wounds 

them,  ^  and  drives  them  away*     Notwithftandina* 

this,  there  are  always  fome  fifliermen  dellroyed, 

and  a  great  number  crippled. 

The  pearls  of  Panama  are  pommonly  of  a  vcrjr 
fine  water.  Some  of  them  are  even  remarkable 
for  their  fize  and  figure :  thefe  were  formerly  fold 
in  Europe.  Since  art  hath  imitated  them,  and  the 
paflion  fpr  diamonds  hath  entirely  fuperfeded  or 
diminiCbed  the  ufe  of  them,  they  are  all  carried 
to  Peru. 

This  branch  of  trade  hath,  however,  infinitely 
lefs  contributed  to  give  reputation  to  Panama, 
than  the  advantage  whirh  it  enjoyed,  of  being 
the  ftaple  of  all  the  produdions  of  the  country  of 
the  Incas,  that  are  deftined  for  the  Old  World* 
Thefe  riches,  .which  were  brought  hither  by  a 
fm^ll  fieet,  were  carriedi  fome  on  mules,  others 
by  the  river  Chagre,  to  Porto  Bdlo,  that  is 
iituated  on  the  northern  coafl:  of  the  ifthmus  which 
fcparates  the  two  feas. 

Though  the  fituation  of  this  town  had  been 
furveyed  and  approved  by  Columbus  in  1502,  it 
was  not  built  ViU  1584,  frpm  the  ruins  of  Nom^- 
'  bre  de  Dios.  It  is  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  crcf- 
cent,  on  the  declivity  of  a  mountain  which  fuN 
rounds  the  harbour.  This  celebrated  harbour, 
which  was  formerly  very  well  defended  by  forts, 
which  Admiral  Vernon  deftroyed  in  1740,  feemi 
Co  afford  an  entrance  fix  hundred  toifes  broad ; 
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B  o  o  K  but  it  is  {6  ftraitencd  by  rocks  that  are  near  the 
furfacc  of  the  water,  that  it  is  reduced  to  a  very 
narrow  canal,  Veflels  can  only  be  towed  into 
it,  becaufe  they  always  experience  either  contrary 
winds  or  a  great  calm.  Here  they  enjoy  perfect 
fecurity. 

The  intemperatul*c  of  the  dimate  of  Porto 
Bello  is  fo  notorious,  that  it  hath  been  named  the 
grave  of  the  Spaniards.  It  hath  been  more  than 
once  neceflary  to  leave  Ihips  here,  becaufe  all 
their  crews  had  periftied.  The  inhabitants  tHem- 
felves  do  not  live  long,  and  have  all  a  vitiated 
conftitution.  It  is  rather  a  difgrace  to  refidc 
here.  Some  Negroes  and  Mulattoes  only  are  to 
be  met  with,  with  a  fmall  number  of  white 
people,  fixed  by  the  pofts  they  hold  under  go- 
vernment. The  garfifon  itfclf,  though  only 
confining  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  doth  not 
continue  here  more  than  three  months  at  one 
time.  'Till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century 
no  woman  dared  to  lie  in  here :  (he  would  have 
deemed  it  devoting  both  her  child  and  herfelf  to 
certain  death.  The  plants  that  are  tranfpl anted 
into  this  fatal  region,  where  the  heat,  the  moifture> 
and  the  vapours,  are  exceffive  and  continual, 
have  never  profpered.  It  is  an  eftablifhed  opi- 
nion, that  the  domeftic  animals  of  Europe,  which 
have  prodigioufly  multiplied  in  all  the  parts  of 
the  New  World,  lofe  their  fruitfulnefs  on  coming 
to  Porto  Bello ;  and  if  we  tfiay  judge  by  the  few 
that  are  now  there,  notwithftanding  the  abund- 
ance of  paftures,  we  might  be  induced  to  believe 
thac^his  opinion  is  not  ill  founded. 

Tm 
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THEbadnefsof  the  climate  prevented  not  Porto  ®  ^,J*  ^ 


Bello  from  becoming  at  firft  the  center  of  the  moft 
cxtenfive  commerce  that  ever  exifted.  While  the 
riches  of  the  New  World  arrived  there,  to  be 
exchanged  for  the  produftions  of  the  Old,  the 
veffels  that  failed  from  Spain,  know*n  by  the 
name  of  galleons,  came  hither,  laden  with  all 
the  articles  of  neceffity,  convenience,  and  lux- 
ury, which  could  tempt  the  proprietors  of  the 
things. 

The  deputies  for  tranfa<fting  this  commerce,  on 
both  fides,  regulated  on  board  the  admiral's  (hip 
the  price  of  goods,  under  the  infpeftion  of  the 
commander  of  the  fquadron  and  of  the  governor 
of  Panama.  The  cftimate  was  not  adjufled  by 
the  intrinfic  value  of  each  article,  but  by  it's 
fcarcity  or  plenty.  The  ability  of  the  agents 
IJonfiftcd  in  forming  their  combinations  fo  judi- 
€i<^ufly,  that  the  cargo  imported  from  Europe 
Ihould  abforb  all  the  treafures  that  were  come 
-from  Peru^     It  was  regarded  as  a  bad  market, 

r 

when  there  were  found  goods  neglefted  for  want 
of  money,  or  money  not  laid  out  for  want  of 
goods.  In  this  cafe  only,  the  Spanifh  merchants 
were  allowed  to  go  and  complete  the  fale  of  their  ' 
merchadize  in  the  South  Seas,  and  the  P^eruvian 
merchants  were  permitted  to  make  remittances  to 
the  rnother-country  for  their  purchafes. 

As  fooh  as  the  prices  were  fettled,  the  traffic 
conimenced.  This  was  neither  tedious  nor  diffi- 
cult; it  was  carried  on  with  the  ut moft  frank- 
ncfs.  Evetty  thing  was  tranfafted  with  fo  much 
honeftfi  that  they  oever  opened  their  chcfts  of 

N  4  piattres. 
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piaftrcs,  nor  proved  the  contents  of  their  bales. 
This  reciprocal  confidence  was  never  deceived. 
There  were  found,  more  than  once,  facks  of  gold 
mixed  among  facks  of  filver,  and  articles- which 
were  not  entered  on   the  invoice.     Thefe  mif- 
takes  were  rcftified  before  the  departure  of  the 
ihips,  or  on  their  return.     There  only  happened, 
in  1654,  an  event  which  might  have  interrupted 
this  confidence.     It  was  found  in  Europe,  that  all 
the  piaftres  that  were  received  at  the  laft  fair^ 
had  a  fifth  of  alloy.     The  lofs  was  bornt  by  the 
Spanifh  merchants;  but,  as  the  coiners  of  Lim^ 
were  know'n  to  be  the  authors  of  thi^  fraud,  thq 
reputation  of  the  Peruvian  n^erchants  incurred  XiQ 
difgrace, 

Th?  fair,  the  duration  of  which,  on  account 
of  the  noxious  qualities  of  the  air,  was  lin>ited  tq 
forty  days,   was  regularly  holden.     It  is  clear 
from  the  a6ts  of  15951  that  the  galleoqs  muft 
have  been  difpatched  from  Spain  every  year,  or 
at  the  latcft  ev^ry  eighteen  months ^    and  thia 
twelve  fleets  that  failed  from  the  fourth  of  Auguft 
J628,  to  the  third  of  June  1645,  prove  that  this 
rule  was  ftriftly  obferved*     They  returned  after 
^  voyage  of  eleven;!  ten,   aqd  fomctimcs  even 
eight  months, "  lad^n  with   immcnfc  riches,   ia 
goldj,  filver,  and  merchandise. 

This  profperity  continued  without  interroption 
to  the  middle  of  the  feventcenth  ceptury.  After 
the  lofs  of  Jamaica,  a  confidcrable  contraband 
trade  took  place,  which /till  th^t  time  had,  been 
trifling,  The  facking  of  Panama  in  1670,  by 
Johfi  Morgan  the  Englifli  pirate,  was  attended 

with 
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with  ftill  more  dlftrcfsful  confequenccs,  Peru,  ^%^^ 
whifrh  fenc  it's  (topk  beforerhand  into  this  cicf^ 
jtvow  no  longer  tranfmitttd  ic  'till  after  the  arrival 
of  tl^  galkons  at  ^Carthagena.  Xhis  alteration 
occafioned  delays  and  uncertainties*  The  fairs 
were  not  mvtck  frequentedj  and  foiuggling  in* 
creafed. 

The  elevation  of  a  French  prince  to  the  throne 
of  Charles  y.  excited  a  general  wari    and  at  the 
very  .  coaimencement  of  hofiilities^  the  galkons 
yrere  burnt  in  the  port  of  Vigo  j    where,  the  imr 
|)oiribllity  of  gaining  Cadiz,  had  objiged  them  ,to 
take  refuge.     The  cooimunication  of  Spain  witll 
porto  Bcllo  was  then  tptally  interrupted  j   and 
the  South  Sea  had,   more  than  ever,  diredt  and 
.regular  copnejflions  with  fcu-eigh  powers. 
.   Thz  peace  of  Utrecht  did  not  put  an  end  to 
jthe  mifchieff    The  unfortunate  fituation  of  cir*- 
.i:urT)ftances,  q^adc  it  impofliblc  for  the  court  of 
Madrid  to  difpi:nf<::  with  granting  exclufively  to 
an  Englifli  company  the  privilege  of  providing 
Peru  with  Aaves.    They  were  even  obliged  to 
.grant  to  this  encroaching  company  the  right  of 
fending  to  each  fair  a  veflcl  laden  with  the  dif- 
ferent merchandize  that  the  country  confumed. 
This  veffel,  which  ought  not  to  have  bee«  ef 
more  than  five   hundred  tons  burthen,   always 
carried  more  than  a  thoufand.     It  was  neither 
furnifhed  with.*  water   nor  provifions*      Four  ,or 
five  veflels,    which    followed    it,    fupplied  it's 
.  wants  J   and .  frequently  fubftituted  new  goods  in 
the  place  of  fuch  as  had  been  fold.  The  galleons, 
'  ruined  by  this  competitioni  were  ftill  more  com- 
pletely 
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•  vif  *  plctdy  fb  by  the  fraudulent  tranfaAions  carried 
%i.  ly  w^  on  in  all  the  ports  to  which  the  Negroes  were 
conveyed.  At  laft,  after  the  expedition  of  17371 
tt  was  impoflible  to  fupport  this  connnnerce  any 
loogor  s  and  a  ftop  was  put  to  thofe  famous  (iAt% 
envied  by  all  nations^  though  they  ought  to  havi 
been  regarded  as  the  common  treafure  of  aH 
people. 

From  this  period  Panama  and  Porto  BelI6 

have  aftonilhingly  declined.     Theie  two  towns 

now  *^flly  fervtf  to  carry  on  a  few  branches  of  a 

lan^id  trade^    Affairs  of  greater  ioipbrtance  have 

be6ti  turned  inm  aiidther  channel. 

Tiie  Spaai-       Ix  IS  wdl  know'n  that  Magellan  difcovered,  in 

ftbrnt^^e'd    1510,  at  the  foutherh  extremity  of  America,  the 

AroigMhe  famous  Stretght  which  bears  his  name.     He  faw 

Sf"  di!  *^  '^h^**^>  ^^^  ^hcy  have  been  frequently  ften  fince, 

«ndbycap€  men  <who  were  about  a  foot  higher  than  Euro- 

thatof  Pa.    peaifs*     Other  nskvig^tors  have  only  feen  in  thb 

fkmt    latitudes    men  of    an    ordinary    ftature^ 

.©uring  the  courfe  of  two  centbries,  pavigatbrs 

have  mutually  ^ccufcd  each  other  of  ignorance, 

prejudice,     and     inrrpofture.     At    length    fonfic 

voyagers  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  meet 

with  hords  of  a  common  fize,  and  others  of  a 

more  elevated  ftaturc ;    and  they  have  concluded 

from  this  deciflve  event,  that  tlie  perfons  who 

had  gone  before  them  had  been  right  in  whit 

they  affirmed,  and  wrong  in -what  they  denied. 

Then  only  it  occurred,  that  there  wert  no  fixed 

inhabitants  in  thefe  uncultivated  regions  5    that 

the  people  came  there  from  countries  more  or  Icfs 

diftanti  and  that  it  was  probable  tbat  the  favages 

of 
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of  one  diftrift  were  taller  than  that  of  another,  fi*  o  o  ic 
This  conjefturc  hath  been  fupportcd  by  natural 
philofophy.  It  can  never  indeed  be  reafonably 
imagined,  that  nature  deviates  more  from  hef 
principles,  in  producing  thofe  perfons  whom  wc 
choofe  to  call  giants,  than  in  giving  birth  to  thofe 
we  call  dwarfs,  > 

There  are  giants  and  dwarfs  in  all  countries* 
There  are  giants,  dwarfs,  and  men  of  a  common 
fize  born  of  the  fame  father  and  the  fame  mother* 
iThere  are  giants  and  dwarfs  in  every  fpecics  of 
animals,  treeis,  fruits,  and  plants  -,  and  whatever 
fyftefn  of  generation  we  may  adopt,  wc  have  no* 
greater  reafon  to  be  aftoniftied  at  the  difference 
of  ftaturc  between  tncn  of  tht  ftme  family,  or  of 
difFercnt  families,  than  to  fee  ffuits  of  a  different 
iizc  upon  a  neighbouring  tree,  or  upon  the  famew 
The  man  who  (hall  explain  one  of  thefe  phasnO'*- 
*  mena  will  explain  them  all. 

The  Streight  of  Magellan  is  one  hundred  arid 
Fourteen  leagues  long,  and  in  fome  places  left 
than  a  league  in  breadth.  It  fcparates  the  land  of 
the  Patagonians  from  the  Terra  del  Fuego,  which, 
it  is  preiumed,  were  formerly  one  and  the  fame 
continent.  The  conformity  of  their  barren 
coafts,  of  their  rough  climate,  of  their  monilrous 
rocks,  of  their  inacceffible  mountains,  of  theit 
eternal  fnows,  of  their  favage  inhabitants :  every 
circumftance,  in  a  word,  tends  to  fuggeft  the 
idea,  that  this  large  channel  of  navigation  is  the 
effeft  of  one  of  thofe  natural  revolutions  which 
fo  often  change  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Though 
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•  Yi?  *       Though  it  was  for  a  long  time  the  only  paiTage 

know'n  into  the  South  Sea,  the  dangers  incurred 
there  caufcd  it  almoft  to  be  forgotten.  The 
boldnefs  of  Drake^  the  celebrated  navigator^ 
who  failed  by  this  track  to  ravage  the  coails  of 
Feru>  deternnined  the  Spaniards^^  in  I582>  to 
form  a  confidcrable  fettlcment  there,  dellined  to 
prcferve  this  rich  part  of  the  New  World .  froVn 
invafion.  This  new  colony  perilhed  almod  en- 
tirely for  want  of  provifions*. 

>p£DRo  Sarmiemto,    who  was  charged  with 
this  important  enterprise,  fet  out,  from  Europe 
ia    158 1,    with   twenty-three   fhip$>    and   three 
thoufand  five  hundred  men.     The  expedition  was 
thwarted  by  fo  many  repeated  calamities,  that  the 
admiral  arrived  the  following  year  at  the  Streighc 
with  only  four  hundred  men^  thirty  women,  and 
proyifions  for  feven  or  eight  months.     The  de- 
plorable remains  of  fo  fine  a  colony  were  fettled 
at  Fhillipeville,  in  a  fafe,  commodious,  and  fpa* 
irious  bay.      But   the  misfortunes  that   had  fo 
cruelly  attacked  the  Spaniards  in  their  pafTage, 
obftinately  purfucd    them    at  the  end  of  their 
voyage.     No  fuccour  was   fcnt  to  them;    the 
country  furnilhed  them  no  fubfiftence,  and  they 
perifhed  with  mifery.      Of  the  four*and-twcnty 
wretches  who  had  efcaped  this  terrible  calamity, 
thrce-and- twenty,    whofe   fate   hath   always  re- 
mained unknow'n,  embarked  for  the  river  Plata. 
.Fernando  Gomez,  the  only  one  that  remained, 
w^s  taken  up   in    1587,  by  the  Englifli  pirate 

Cavendifh,  who  gave  to  the  place  where  he  had 

found  him,  the  name  of  Port  Famine. 

The 
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The  lofe  of  this  colony  was  not,  however, 
actended  with  fuch  confequences  as  had  beei^ 
apprehended.  The  Strerghts  of  MageHan  foort 
ceafed  to  be  the  road  of  thefc  pirates,  who  were 
urged  by  their  mercenary  views  to  vifit  thefe  re- 
mote regions,  in  1616,  fbme  Dutch  navigators 
having  doubled  Cape  Horn,  this  became  afters- 
wards  the  road  which  the  enemies  of  Spain  fol- 
lowed)  who  dtfigned  to  pafs  into  the  South  Sea*  It 
was  ftill  more  frequented  by  French  veflek,  during 
the  war  which  caufed  fuch  confufion  in  Europe  at 
the  beginning,  of  the  prcfcnt  century.  The  im- 
pofflbility  which  Philip  V.  fek  of  furnifliing 
his  colonies  himfelf  with  provifions,  emboldened 
the  fubjeAs  of  his  grandfather  to  go  to  Peru* 
The  want  of  every  thing,  which  the  inhabitants 
then  experienced,  made  the  French  to  be  re- 
ceived with  joy  I  and  at  firft  they  got  a  profit  of 
eight  hundred  per  eenU  The  merchants  of  Saint 
Malo,  who  had  feized  upon  this  commerce,  did 
not  acquire  riches  for  themfclves  alone.  In 
1709,  they  delivered  them  up  to  their  country, 
which  was  exhaufted  by  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafons,  by  repeated  defeats,  and  by  an  ignorant 
<and  arbitrary  adminiftracion.  A  navigation, 
which,  allowed  of  fuch  noble  facrifitcs,  foon 
excited  an  emulation  that  was  too  univerfal.  The 
competition  became  fo  confidcrable^  and  the  goods 
feUinto  fuch  difrepute,  that  it  was  impoflibic 
to  fell  them ;  and  feveral  priyateers  burnt  thcrru 
that  they  might  not  be  obliged,  to  carry,  them 
back  into  their  country.  The  equilibrium  wa$ 
not  long  in  re-eftablifliing  itfclf ;  and  tTiefe 
foreign  traders  made  advantages  that  were  conr 

2  fidcrable. 
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•  o  o  ic  fidcrable,.  when  the  court  of  Madrid,  in  171 8, 
r   -^-ij  took  cffe<5lual   meafures  to  remove  (hem  from 
thefe  latitudes^  whiph  they  had  but  too  long  fre- 
qiiented. 

It  was  not,  however,  'till  1740  that  the  Spa- 
niards began  themfclves  to  double  Cape  Horn» 
They  employed  lhip3  and  pilots  from  Saint  Malo 
in  their  Hrfl:  voyages :  but  a  little  experience  foon 
enabled  them  to  go  without  thefe  foreign  af&ft* 
ances;  and  thefe  ftormy  feas  foon  grew  more 
familiar  to  their  navigators,  than  they  had  e\rer 
been  to  their  mailers  in  this  career. 

It  Peru  u  'Till  then  the  high  opinion  that  had  been 
^t  fcf''  always  entertained,  and  for  a  long  time  with 
^^^^  ^  reafon,  of  the  riches  of  Peru,  had  been  kept  up. 
The  court  of  Spain  accufed  the  (muggling  trade 
of  having  turned  afide  the  greateft  part  of  them ; 
and  they  flattered  themfclves  that  the  new  fyftem 
they  adopted,  would  bring  them  back  into  their 
ports,  in  as  great  abundance,  as  at  the  moft 
diftant  periods.  A  demonftration,  to  which  it 
was  impoffible  not  to  accede,  convinced  the 
mod  incredulous  perfbns,  that  the  mines  of  this 
part  of  the  New  World  were  no  longer  what 
ihey  had  been ;  and  that  the  void  they  had  left, 
jiad  not  been  filled  up  by  any  other  obje&s. 

pROM  1748  to  1753,  Lima  received  from 
Spain,  for  all  Peru,  ten  (hips,  which  brought 
back  every  year  30,764,617  livrcs  *.  This 
Xum  was  compofc^d  of  4,594919^1  livres  f  in 
golds      of     110,673,657    livres  J    in    filver; 

*  i»28i>859l.  OS.  8d.  f  191,404!.  13s.  6d« 

t  861,402].  78.  6d. 

and 
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and  of  5,496,768  livrcs  *  in  various    produc-   ^  ^^p  ^ 
tions. 

These  produftions  were  thirty-on^  thoufand 
quintals  of  cacao,  which  were  fold  in  Europe 
for  5,240,000  livres  f.  Six  hundred  quintals 
of  bark,  which  were  fold  for  107^360  livres  J. 
Four  hundred  and  feventy  quintals  of  Vicuna 
wool,  which  were  fold  for  324,000  livres  §• 
Ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  quintals 
of  copper,  which  were  fold  for  810,108  livres  ||. 
Ten  thoufand  fix  hundred  qumeals  of  tm,  which 
were  fold  for  915,300  livres  ^. 

Of  the  gold  and  filver  1,620,000  livres**  be- 
longed to  the  government;  19,422,671  livrcs ff 
to  trade;  and  4,225,178  livres  %%  to  the  olcrgy, 
and  the  civil  and  military  officers. 

Of  the  merchandize,  there  were  1,381,569 
Hvjres  §^  for  the  crown ;  and  4, 11 5, 1 99  livrcs  J |{ 
for  the  merchai>ts« 

Time  hath  produced  fome  little  change  in  af- 
feirs,  but  the  improvement  is  not  confiderablc* 


*  229,031  L  10  s. 
t  86401. 

••  67,500!. 
Xt  176,049!.  IS.  8d. 
17 1^466 1.  12  s»  6d^ 


t  135,000!. 
§  13,500!. 

V  38,1371-  los- 

ff  809,277!*  19s.  2d. 
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B  O  O  tC    VIlL 

Cdnqueji  of  Chili  and  Paraguay  hy  the  Spa^ 
niards.     Account  of  the  Events  that  have 
accompanied  and  folloived  the  tnvafton  of 
tbefe  Countries.     Principles  on  which  Spain 
regulates  her  Colonies^ 

BOOK  Tf^EASONand  equity  both  allow  the  founda-^ 
i_  ^1  *  1.^  £V  tion  of  colonies:  but  they  point  out  thef 
i«^^^t  principles  from  which  wc  ought  not  to  deviate 
lud  «  nght  Ij^  eftabliihing  then:i. 

ioni«i»the  j^j^y  number  of  men,  however  confiderablci 
coming  into  a  foreign  and  unknow  n  country,  are' 
to  be  confidered  only  as  one  fingle  man*  Strength 
increaf&  with  numbers,  but  the  right  is  ftill  fhc 
fame*  If  one  or  two  hundred  men  can  fay^ 
this  counfry  belongs  to  us  ^  one  man  naay  fay  the 
fame. 

The  country  is  cither  dcfert*  or  partly  defefti 
and  partly  peopled,  or  it  is  entirely  peopled* 

If  it  be  entirely  peopled,  I  ha^re  no  right  tof 
claim  any  thing  but  hofpitality,  and  the  aff^-^ 
ance  which  one  man  owes  to  another.  If  I 
(hould  be  expofed  to  perifh  with  cold  or  hungei" 
tipon  any  fliore,  I  fhall  make  ufe  of  tsij  weapon^ 
I  ihall  take  what  I  want  by  force>  and  I  fiiall  kill 
any  one  who  relifts  me*  But  when  I  have  ob« 
ts^ined  an  afylum>  fire  and  water^  bread  and  falt^ 


*.    •    «   ■ 
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the  people  have  fulfilled  their  obligations  tQwards  ^  S„^  ^ 
Vne.  if  I  require  morei  I  become  i  thifef  and  M 
kffa^fi;  1  Jiaiire  been  hoWcvcr  fwffejrecj  to  rprhain 
among  theen^  and  hivc  m^dc  Wyftlf  acqM.ainfp4 
with  tKeir  laws  and  ipanners.  They  fuit  n^y  ii>- 
dinajtioi:i3^  ^nd  I  am  defirous  of  fettling  in  the 
tounjcry.  U  the  pcoffc  confetti  it  is  fi  favour 
they  do  toe  i  if  they  refufe,  I  haye  no  right  to  bfc 
WRfadedv  The  Chioefe  ,are  perhaps  bad  politi- 
tiA»$i  wfitn  they  ftiut  the  gate?  of  their  empire 
^gaijnft  xxss  but  they  are  not  unjuft.  T^^ir  coun- 
try is  fufficiently  populgy?,  md  We  ix^  guefl:§  cjf 
too  d^ngeraus  a  natyre^ 

b  the  country  be  partly  deiert  ahd  partly  oc-? 
icupiedi  the  deferted  parti  belongs  to  me  j  for  i 
may  take  pofleflioh  of  it  by  my  laboun  The 
iformer  inhabitant  woiild  be  barbarous  if.  he  iamb 
fuddenly  to  overthrow  my  hvt>  deftroy  my 
plantation^,  ctnd  pillage  my  fields.  I  may  repel 
his  irruption  by  force.  I  may  extend  my  domain 
to  the  confines  of  his.  The  forcfts,  the  rivers^ 
iknd  the  (hores  of  the  fea  are  common  to  us  both^ 
kinlefs  the  exclufive  ufe  of  them  fiiould  be  Jieccfc 
fary  to  hisfubfiftence,  AU  he  can  requite  ctf  m# 
further  is,  that  I  (hould  be  a  peaces^blc  neigh* 
•bour^  and  that  my  cftabli-(hnf>ent  fhould  iiave'ii© 
threatening  afpcft  to  hiii>i  Eyery  natiph  is  aur- 
thorized  to  provide  for  ^5  future  aiad  prefcnc 
fafety.  If  I  make  a  formidable  inclofur^i  if  I 
iCoHeft  armsj  iflraife  fortifications^  it'Sdeputics 
will  be  wife  if  they  conie  to  teil  me  :  Art  IhoU 
our  friend  or  our  enicrhy  ?  If  a  friend^  what  is  thp 
iifc  of  a4i   thefe   warlike .  pr<frp?trati(M)si   If  ^ 

Vou  IV ^  O  enemy. 


m  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TtCkTUff 

^  viii.  ^  enemy,  you  will  give  us  leave  to  deftroy  thcmjr 
and  the  nation  will  aft  prudentlyj  if  at  the  in- 
ftant  they  get  rid  of  their  welK-fouaded  ap|)re-^ 
henfions.  With  much  greater  reafon  may  they 
cxpell  and  exterminate  me,  without  offence  ta 
the  laws  of  humanity  and  juftice,  if  I  icize  upoi> 
their*  wiVeSj  their  children,  or  their  property jr 
if  I'make  any  attempts  againft  their  civil  liberty  y 
if  I  reftrain  them  in  their  religious  opinions;  if 
I  pretend  to  give  them  laws; •  and  if  I  wilh  ta 
enflave  them.  I  then  become  one  wild  beafb 
more  in  their  neighbourhood ;  -  and  they- owe  me 
no  more  pity  than  they  would  a  tiger.  If  I  havd 
provifions  which  they  want, -and  if  they  have  fome 
that  are  ufeful  to  me,  I  may  propofe  exchanges* 
We  are  both  of*u«  at  liberty  to  fet  what  price  we 
ehoofe  on  what  belongs  to  u«.  Ane^dle  is  of 
more  real^alue  to  a  people  reduced  to  the  necef-- 
fity  of  fowing  the  fkins  of  the  beads  which  cover 
them,  with  the  bone  of  a  filh,  than  their- filvep 
can  be  to  me.  A  fabrf,  or  a  hatchet,  will  be  of 
iftfinite  value  to  him  who  fupplics  the  place  of 
thefe  inftrumems'  with  cutting  (tones,  fixed  in  a 
piece  of  wood  hardened  in  the  fire.  Befides.-P 
have  croffed  the  feas  to  bring  thefe  ufeful  ar^ 
tides,  and  I  Ihall  crofs  them  again  to  carry  back 
into  my  country  the  things  I  have  taken  in 
efxchange.  The  expences  of  the  voyage,  the 
averages,  and  the  dangers,- muft  therefore  enter 
into  the  calculation.  If  I  laugh  within  myfelf 
at  the  abfvtrdity  of  the  man  who  gives  me  up  his 
gold  for  iron,  he,  in  his  turn,  laughs  at  me,  who 
^vc  hiin  up  my  iron>/all  the^ufefulnefs  of  which 
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,nc  knows,  for  his  gold  which  is  of  no  fcrvlce  to  ^  ^JJ  ^ 
him.  We  arc  both  mutually  impofcd  upon,  or 
i-athcr,  indeed>  there  is  no  irtipofition  on  one 
fide  or  the  other.  Exchanges  ought  to.  be  per- 
feftly  free.  If  I  want  to  take  away  by  force 
what  is  denied  lue,  or  to  compel  by  violence  the 
iacceptancc  of  what  is  rejefted,  they  have  a  legal 
right  to  confine  me,  or  tb  drive  me  away.  If  1 
fcizc  upon  the  foreign  commodity  without  offer^ 
ing  thie  price  for  it;  or  if  I  carry  it  away  clan- 
deftinely,  I  am  a  thief,  who  may  be  killed 
without  fcruple*        '      ^ 

A  DEsEkt  and  uninhabited  country  is  the  only 
one  we  cai;i  appropriate,  to  oiirfelvesk  The  firft 
difcovery,  beipg  wel]  afcertairied;  .w^s  a  legiti-i 
tnate  takihg  6f  poffeffion: 
.  VvLoiK  thefe  prihciples;  whith  appeal-  to  me 
ifounded  in  truth,  let  the  European  nations  judge 
bf  thertifclves,  a.nd  giVc  therhfelves  what  name 
they  dbferve.  Their  nivigators  arrive  in  a  part 
bf  the  New  Worlds  which  is  not  occupied  by  any 
bf  the  people  belonging  to  the  Old,. and  they, 
immedidtely  bury  jri  the  ground  a  fmall  plate  of 
infetal  4jpon  which  they  have  ^  engraved  thefe 
"Words  t  Tats  Dtsxiiict  i^elongs  to  us.  .  And 
ivhy  does  It  belong  to  ydii  ?  Are  you  not  a^ 
ijnjuft,  and  las  foolifh  as  favages^  who  being 
thro'Wr'rt  by  chahcc  upon  jour  coafts^  (hould  write 
iipoil  thfe  fand  of  your  fliorei  or  upon  the  bark  of 
your  trees  i  Trtis  couNtav  belongs  to  us» 
You  have  no  ngW  over  thfe  iiifenfible  and  brute 
part  of  the  creation,  over  the  foil  where  ygd 
iaadi  and  yet  you  arrogate  ohe  over  man,  who  i^ 
{  ^  O  2  your 
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?  vir^.  ^  inccffantly  for  teh  years.  If  fome  diftrids,  dif* 
couraged  by  rcpcatc;d  loffes,  refolved  at  laft  ta 
fubmit,  many  of  them  obftinately  pcrfifted  in  the 
defence  of  their  liberty,  though  they  were  gene- 
rally defeated. 

An  Indian  captain,  whofe  age  and  infirmities 
confined  him  to  his  hut,  was  continually  told  of 
thefe  misfortunes.  The  grief  of  feeing  his  people 
always  beaten  by  a  handful  of  ftrangers,  infpifeci 
him  with  courage.  He  formed  thirteen  com- 
panies of  a  thoufand  men  each,  arranged  them  m 
file,  and  led  them  againft  the  enemy.  If  the  firft 
company  was  routed,  it  was  not  to  fall  back 
upon  the  next,  but  t<]!f  rally,  ;afid  be  fupported  by 
it.  This  ordi^r,  which  was  ftriftly  obeyed,  difcon- 
cefted  the  Spaniards.  They  forced  through  all 
the  companies  one  after  another,  without  gaining 
any  material  advantage.  As  both  the  mjen.  and 
horfes  wanted  reft,  Valdivia  retreated  tx) wards  a 
defile,  where  l^e  judged  he  could  eafily  defend 
liimfclf 5  but  the  Indians  did  not  allow  him  time 
fufEcient  to  fecure  his  retreat  thither.  Their 
rear  marched  through  bye-ways  and  took  poflef- 
fion  of  the  defile,  while  their  vanguard  followed 
him  with  fo  much  precaution,  th^t  he  was  fur- 
rounded  and  maflacred,  together  with  his  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.  It  j^  faid  that  the  favage^ 
poured  .melted  gold  down  his  throat,  exclaiming 
^ith  exultation,  glul  ihyfelf  with  that  metal  thou, 
(irt  fo  fmd  (?/.  They  availed  themfelves  of  this 
viftory,  to  burn  and  deftroy  many  of  thq 
European  fettlements,  which  would  all  have 
ihared  the  faqfie  fate^  had  not  the  Spaniards  beeix 
-   .  '  timely 
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■  «!mely  affifted  by  fome  confiderable  reinforce-  ■  °  9''^ 

'  Villi 

ments  from  Peru,  which  enabled  them  to  defend  -^n^^r-.'sf 
^heir  remaining  pofts,  and  to  recover 'thofc  they 
iad'loft. 

These  fatSl  hoftilities  have  been  rertewed,  in  The  Spani- 

ijDroportion  as  the  ufurpers  have  W?fhed  to  extend  bfenobv 

iTheir  empire,  and  freqirently  even  When  they^id  Ij'ljj^y"'^*!' 

^ot  entertain   this' anftbitiousdcfen.    The  en-  p8«d'ii 

gagements  havei  been  very  bloody,  and^have  ftarce  chiii, 

f  *  J  i_      ^  r  Manner  in 

ever  been  interrupted,  except  by  truces  of  more  which  th^r 
t)r  lefs  duration.     Since  the  year  1771,  h©wcver,  n^tc^iv^ 
-tranquiilky  hatfh  not  been  diftufbed. 

THE,pe(?ple  of  Araxrco  are  the  mofl:  cortimon 
the  moft  intrepid,  and  the  mofl:  irreconcileablc 
^enemies  the  *^ Spaniards  have  "in  thefc  regions. 
They  are  often  joined  by  the  inhabitants* of 
Tucapel,  and  of  the  river  Biobio,  and  by  thofc 
who  extend  towards  the  Cordeleras.  As  their 
^Tianners  bear  a  greater  refcmbiance  to  tliofe  df 
the  ravages  'of  North  Amerrca,than"to  thofc  of  the 
Peruvians,  their  neighbours,  the  confederacies 
they  make  are  always  formidable. 

'When  they  go  to  war,  tTiey  carry  nothiiTg  with 
them,  and  want  neither  tents'hor  baggage.  The 
fame  trees  from  whicli  they  gather  "their  YooicJ, 
fupply  them  with  lances  and  darts.  As  they  are  furc 
oT  finding  in  one  place  ^hat  they  hid  in  another, 
they  willingly  refign  any  country  "which*  they  are 
unable  to  defend.  AH  plares  arc  equally  indif- 
ferent to  them.  Their  troops,  free  from  all  iii^ 
cumbranceof  provifions  and  ammunition,  march 
with  furprifing  agility.  They  cxpofe  their  lives 
like -men  who  fet  little  value  on  them  5  and,  if 

^04  they 
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*  ^jj^  ^  they  tefe  the  ftdd  of  battk,  they  arc  not  at  alof* 
fbr  magazinies  and  encampments  wiKreyer  there 
15  ground  covered  with  fruits. 

These  are  the  only  people  of  the  New  Worldi^ 
who  have  ventured  to  try  their  ftrcngth  with 
the  Spaniards  in  the  open  fieldjr  and  who  have 
thought  of  the  yfe  of  the  fling  to  lance  the  ftroke 
of  death  from  afar  againfl:  tHc  enemy,  'thty  are 
&>  bold  that  they  will  attack  the  beS  fortified 
polls*  They  fo^mctimes  fuocccd  in  thefe  violent 
attacks,  beqaufe  they  are  continualiy  receiving; 
fuccours,  which  prevent  them  from  being  fcnfible 
pf  their  loflts.  If  thefe  be  fo  confiderablp  as  to 
pblige  them  to  deGft^i  they  retire  to  khe  diftance 
of  a  few  leagues,  and  five  or  Cix  days  after,  they 
•^ire^  their  attacks  to  another  poft*  ^  Thefe  bar-, 
barians  never  think  theiinfelves  beaten  ur^Iefs  they 
be  furrounded.  If  they  can  reach  a  pkce  of 
^iffif:\ilt  accefs,  they  think  themfelves  conquerr 
prs.  The  head  of  a  Spaniard,  which  they  carry 
pfF  in  triumph,  comforts  them  for  the  lofs  of  a 
hundred  Indians. 

SoMETH^Es  hoftilitif s  are  foremen  for  a  cohfi- 
dcrable  time  befprt,  and  are  concerted  with  pru- 
dence. Very  frequently  a  drunken  fellow  wan- 
tonly calls  to  arms;^  the  alarm  i§  inftantly  fpread, 
a  chief  is  chofen^j  and  war  is  deref mined.  A 
certain  night  is  immediately  fixed  upon,  in  the 
iiead  of  which,  the  time  they  always  chuife  fo.r 
the  commencement  of  lioftilitiesj,  they  fall  upon 
the  next  village  wh^re  there  are  Spaniards,  ancl 
from  thence  proceed  to  others*  They  murder  all 
•|hc  inhabitants^  extept  the  y^hite  ^omert,  whom^ 

they 
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they  always  take  to  themfelvcsfc  This  is  the  ^  ^^g  ^ 
priginof  the  many  white  and  fair  liidians  that  are  w-^rr?^ 
to  be  met  with. 

As  thefe  i^rOericans  carry  on  w^r  without  ex- 
pence  or  inconvenicncej,  they  have  nothing  tQ 
apprehend  frpm  it^s  continuance ;  and  it  is  a 
conftant  rule  with  them  never  to  fue  for  peace^ 
'f  he  pride  of  Spain  muff  always  condefcend  tq 
raike  the  firff  ovfrturCs.  When  thcfc  are  fa-, 
vourably  received,  a  conference  is  holdftn.  The 
gov^rnqr  of  Chili  and  the  Indian  General,  at- 
tended by  the  moll  diftifiguiihed  captains  on  both' 
fides,  fettle  the  terms  of  accommodation,  at  a 
convivial  niceting.  Thefe  n:>eetings  were  for- 
merly holdon  on  tlie  frontiers  i  hut  the  two  laft 
were  in  the  capital  of  the  colony.  The  favagcs 
have  eyen  been  prevailed  vpon  to  keep  con- 
liantjy  fprne  deputies  there,  who  arc  eommif* 
fioned  to  maintain  harmony  b<:twee|i  ihf  Vffo  iia- 
tions. 

'     NoTwiTHj^TANpiNP  the  violence  and  obftinacy  smiem^im 
fif  fo  many  engagements,    feveral  good  fettle-  STSmu 
ments  have  beep  formed  at  Chill,  chiefly  on  the  chuu' 
borders  of  the  oceann 

,  CoQiriMBOi  'or  |a.a  Serena^  a  town  biiilt  ia 
1544,  at  the  diftance.of  five  or  fix  hundred  toifes 
from  the  fea^  to  contain  the  Indians,  and  tQ 
fecure  the  corpnriunic^tiofi  between  Chili  aiid 
Peru,  was  never  a  place  of  importance.  It  became 
ilill  lefs  confiderable  after  having  been  pillaged 
and  burnt  by  pirates.  I^^otwithftanding  the 
fertility  of  it's  territory,  and  althoiigh  plentiful 
igiines  ^f  the  fineft  copper  have  bcea  difGOT<red 
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in  it's  neighbourhood,  it  hath  never  entirely  got 
the  better  of  thi^  misfortune. 

Valparaiso  was  at  firft  nothing  more  than  a 
coTleftion  oT  huts,  detlincd  to  receive  the  met- 
cTi^ndize  coming  from  Peru,  and  the  provifions 
that  were  to  be  fent  there*  By  degrees  the 
^aftors  of  this  trade,  whidi  "belonged  entirely  to 
the  merchants  of  tlae  capital,  fucceeded  in  ap- 
gprgpriating  It  to  themfelves.  Then  this  wretched 
Jianrilet,  t'hotigh'in  a  very  difagreeable  fituation, 
fcecame  a  flouri'fhing  city.  It's  "harbour  runs  a 
league  Into  the  landt  The  bottom  of  it  is  a 
tenacious  and  firm  kind  of  mud.  At  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  thwjfahd  toifes  from  the  'fliore,  there 
^re  from  thlfty-fix  to  forty  fathoms  of  water, 
^nd  from  fifteen  to  fixteen  quite  qlofe  to  the 
ihore.  In  the  months  of  April  and  May,  the 
North  whids  would  expofe  the  fliips  to  fome  ^dan- 
ger, if  care  were  not  taken  to  fatten  their  anchors 
ilrongly*  The  advantage  which  this  port  hath 
oT  being  the  neardl  to  the  beft  plantations,  and 
to  Saint  Yago,  may  relieve  it  from  the  appre- 
licnfron  of  feeing  it^s  profperity  diminifh^ 

In  1550,  the  town  of  La  Conception  was  built 
en  an  uneven  and  Tandy  foil,  a  little  raifed,  upon  the 
borders  of  a  bay  which  is  near  four  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference, and  which  hath  three  ports,  one  of 
which'  only  is  fafe.  The  town  was'  at  firft  the 
capital  of  the  colony:  but  the  neighbouring 
Indians  fd  frequently  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
it,  that,  in  1574,*  it  was'  thought  proper  to  de- 
prive it  of  this  ufeful  and  honourable  diftinftion. 
I^  1603,  it  was  again  deftroyed  by  an  implacable 
**  enemy.' 
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enemy.     Since  that  period  it  liath  received  very  ^  ^^^^  ^ 
confiderable  damages  from  feycral  earthquakes. 
Such,  however,  is  the  excellence  of  it's  territory, 
that  it  ftill  ret^ns  fomc  degree  of  fplendour. 

At  the  diftance  of  fevcnty-fivc  Ica'gues  from 
Conception  Ifland,  and  ftill  on  the  borders  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  ftands  Valdivia,  a  town  more  im- 
portant than  it  is  populous.  It's  harbour  and 
fortrefs,  which  are  confidered  as  the  key  of  the 
South  Sea,  were  for  a  long  time  under  the  imme- 
diate infpeftion  of  the  Viceroys  of  Peru.  It  was 
at  length  found  that  this  was  too  diftant.a  fuper-^ 
intendGnce;  and  the  place  wa3.  incorporated  witli 
%ht  governnnlcnt  of  the  province. 

'  No  one  had  yet  thought  of  the  iflands  of  Chi-' 
loe.  The  good  fortune  which  the  Jcfuits  had 
had,  of  coUeAing  and  civilizing  a  great  number 
of  lavages  in  the  chief  of  them,  which  is  fifty 
kagues  long  and  fcven  or  eight  broad,  excited 
a  defire  of  fettling  in  them.  In  the  center  are 
the  converted  Indians.  On  the.  eaftern  coaft  a 
fortification,  named  Chacao,  hath  been  built, 
where  the  garrifon  neceffary  for  it's  defence  is 
maintained. 

In  the  inland  part  of  the  country  is  Saint 
Yago,  baft  fly  built  in  1541,  dcftroyed  in  1730 
by  an  earthquake,  and  immediately  after  rebuilt, 
m  a  ftyle  fo  pleafant,  and  with  fuch  conveniens 
cies,  as  are  very  rarely  found  in  the  New  World* 
The  houfes  indeed  arc  low,'  and  conftruftcd  with 
.  bricks  hardened  in  the  fun :  but  they  are  all 
white  op  the  outfide,  all  painted  within.    They* 

have 
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^  Vm.  ^  ^^^^  ^'^  ^^''S^  g^rdensj  ;^ld  aire  re&ffhed  wiih 
rwMVfting  ftreaii^  This  cfky  reckoAs  forty  thou-r 
fa»d  inlMibitaiits^  and  the  nrnnhcr  wQuld  be  ftill 
greatcFj,  were  ii  Ao&  for  nine  coiiveDt»  of  monks^ 
and  fevei^  of  nui^  ^hich  have  been  ereAed  there 
byfvpcrftiiioA. 

.  Amoi»g  the  Bumber  of  onfartunate  au(pice« 
♦nder  wbrch  the  difcovcry  of  the  New  World 
wis  floadcj  jffc  miiil  not  forgrt  the  importance^ 
wbtch  the  prevailing  fpirit  of  fuperftitton  theo 
gave  to  the  nrronks  $  an  tcnporcanee  which  in  fome 
Montfies  batH  fince  been  conlidfri^bliy  dimi* 
afiflted;.  which  feems  to  ftruggk  powerfully 
againft  the  progrefs^  of  feience  in  cithers  ^  which 
fiiH  prevails  with  in^iperious  iway  in  thoTe  po£fef<- 
fions  that  are  diftant  (tarn  3pAin^  and  which 
would  yet  leave  traces  as  permanent  4^  they  are 
fatail,  if  even  they  were  frcmt:  this  mom^ient 
coonteraded  by  ail  the  authority  of  the  mi^ 
ftiftry. 

SAmr  Yao^o  is  the  capital  of  the  ftate  a^d  th€( 
'  feat  of  empire.  The  comittandant  there  is  fubor-^ 
4inate  to  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  in  sitt  matters  re-* 
lating  to  the  government^  to  the  finapces^.  and  to 
^ar :  but  he  is  indepeildent  of  him  4s  chief  ad- 
fniniftratpr  of  jiriiice^  and  prefident  f|f  the  roya) 
audience.  Eleven  corregidors*  didributed  in 
the  province,  are  charged^  under  his  orders^  withf 

the  details  of  adminiftration. 

'*  '  '    ,  *  • 

A  foPvi-ATiON  of  four  or  five  hundred  thou-; 
fdnd  perfons  hath  fucceflively  been  formed  \n  thi^ 
diftrift.    There  are  but  few  here  of  thpfc  unfor- 

tup^te 
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tun  ate  flares  that  Africa  liuppUes  $  ami  tnoft  of  *  .1^^^^  ^ 
them  are  devoted  €o  dcw^eftic  Tervke.  The  de-  -w-Jyl-ii^ 
Ibendants  of  the  firft  fayages,  wfeo  were  ftibr- 
-dued  with  (o  vcmch  difficAiky  by  a  fet  of  ierockms: 
advcMurets,  feave-ettfcer  taken  refuge  amotig  5 n^ 
acceffible  mo«ntains,  or  arc  confouHdcd  #ith  tfceir 
conquerors.  All  the  colonifts  are  confidered  and' 
'treated*  as  Spaniards.  The  pride  o(  t^iis  defeenc 
hath  not  infpired  thent  with  that  invincitele  aver- 
4ion  46t  ufeful  .labours,  w.hich  is  fo  tmiverlal  in 
their  nation.  Moft  erf  thcfc  healthy,  adivei  and 
Tobuft  naen,  Wvt  ii|>on  fcparate  plantations,  and 
cultivate,  with  their  own  hands^  a  territory  of 
greater  or  IcA  extent* 

Tbey  afie  encouraged  in  thefe  commend^fe  rertmtydr 
labours,    by    a  Jky    always    pure,    ^nd  always  hu  {vseLit 
ierene  j    by  -  a  dlimate  the  mof^  agreeaibly  tern-  ^***' 
^race  of  any  in  the  two  beiru^beres  f   »nd  ftM 
ifOQte  by  afoil,  the  fertflUy  of  w^bidh  aiftonifties  ^ 
itfave^tlers^    Upon  €hi«  foitunate  laffd,  ^  erops 
•i>f  the  vine,  of  corn,-  and  of  die  olive,  although 
iittle  cape  hach  boen  taken  ia  d»  cultivation,  art 
•fbtfr  times  a^  mv^k  as  diofe  ^edbtain  in  £upopeV 
'^ith  sdlxo^andqftryyand'wkh^ll  ouf^ikill.  None 
^thefruitsc^tfeej^fiRthh^c  degenerated.   Seve- 
ral joT oor  aniiymls 'hai^e  itriprovcd,  and  the  horfes, 
fa  particcrlar,  have  acqtiired  a  fpeed,  and  a  fpiriCy     , 
^hich  thofe  of  Andakifia,  ^froni-  w^hich  they  de- 
•ftend,  never  had.     Nature  hath  trarritd  her  fa- 
votirs  ftill  farther;  in  beftowing  upon  this  regioir 
an  excellent  kind  of -copper,  which  is  employed,, 
t^rith  advantage,    in  the  Old,    and  in  the  *  New 
World •<    Gold  is  likewife  found  here, 

BefobCe 
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^  viH. '^  Before  the  year  1750,  the  ti'eafury  had  not 
received  in  any  year,  for  it's  twentieth  of  this 
precious  metal,  more  than  50,120  livres*..  Ac 
this  period  a  mint  was  eftablilhed  in  the  colony  i 
and  this  innovation  ^as  attended  with,  favour^ 
able  confequcnces.  In  1771,  the  royal  duties 
amounted  to  200/332  livres  four  fols  f  5  and  it 
muft  have  increafed  confiderably  fince.  Tke 
alcavala,  and  the  cuftoms,  did  not  produce  more 
than  324,000  livres  J,  and  they  now  bring  rn 
1,080,000  liv^res  §•  Thefe  ftvcfal  branches  of 
revenue  are  increafed  fincc  17531  bychcexclu* 
five  fale  of  tobacco. 

Accordingly,  Chili  is  no  longer  obliged  to 
draw  any  thing  from  the  coffers  of  Feru  for  it's, 
public  cxpences.  The  mod  confiderable  of 
thefe^  ii  the  maintenance  of  the  troops;  It 
amounts  to  490,125  livers  tifrelve  fols  J,  for  the 
pay  of  a  thoufand  infantry,  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  hotfe,  and  of  two  companies  of  well  affected 
Indians;  which,*  fince  1754,'  form  the  eftablifli* 
ment  of  the  country.  Exclufive  of  thife  forces; 
>vhich  are  diftributed  in  the  idands  Juan  Fernaiif- 
dez^  and  of  GhilOe,  and  in  the  pOrts  of  L^  Conf^ 
ception,  and'of  Val  ParaifOy  Alport  the  frontiers  of 
the  Andes,  there  is  in  Valdiyia;  a  particular  gar- 
rifon  of  feven  hundred  and  forty-fix  foldier^,  the 
«naihtenance  of  which  cofts  655,473  litres  twelve 
fols  %.    Thefe  means  of  defence  would  be  fupi 

*  iogil.  lbs.  f  ^3341*  13s.  6 d. 
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ported,  if  ncceffiiry,  by  a  very  numerous  militia*  ^  ^^^  ^ 
Perhaps,^  the  infantry  of  thefe  forces  would  make  w-yZ,> 
but  little  Fefiftance^  notwithftanding  the  pains 
that  have  been  lately  taken  to  exercife  them :  buc 
Ibme  exertions  might  reafonably  be  expeded 
fromh  the  beft  horfemen  there  are>. perhaps,,  on  the 
globe. 

Chili  hath  always  had  commercial  conneftions  Trade  of 

•   ti  •If  •  Ti*  •-«/-  •  Chili  witB* 

With  the  neigh-bourmg  Indians  oa  it  s  frontiersi,  the  Avagny 
with  Peru,  and  with  Paraguay.  7nA^\Z'' 

The  favagcs  fupply  re  chiefly  with  the  Faricho.  ^"***'*^ 
This  is  a  woollen  ftufF,  fometimes  white,  and 
generally  bltie,  about  three  ells  long,  and  two. in 
i>pcadth.  The  heati  is  paflfed  throtigh  a  hole 
made  in  the  middle,  and  it  falls  down  on  all  the 
parts  of  the  body.  Except  on  oecafions  of  fome 
ceremonies  that  are  very  unfrequenty  the  men 
and  women,  the  common  people,  and  perfons  of 
a  more  elevated  Fjank,  u(t  no  other  clothing.  It 
cofts  from  thirty  to  one  thoufand  livres  *,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  ®f  it's  finenefs,  and  efpe- 
cially,  according  to  the  borders,  more  or  left 
elegant,  and  more  or  kfs  rich,,  that  are  added  ^ 
it.  Thefe  people  receive  in  exchange  fmall 
looking-glaflTes,.  toys,  and, fome  other  articles  of 
little  value.  Whatever  may  be  their  paffion  for 
thefe  trifles,  when  they  are  difplayed  before  them> 
they  would  never  go  out  of  their  forefts  and  fields, 
in  fearch  of  them ;  it  is  therefore  always  nccefiary 
that  they  fliould  be  carried  to  them.  The  mer- 
chant who  wifhes  to  undertake  this  little  trader 

*  Bsom  I  L  5  s»  to  41 1.  13s..  j^i^ 
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*  Tfi?  *  ^ppli^  ^  ^^  fi^ft  ihftancc  to  the  heads  of  thi 
familiesj  yrho  arc  the  IWc  depofitarics  of  the 
public  authority.  When  he  hath  obtained  pcr- 
rniffion  to  felt,  he  goes  through  the  habitations^ 
and  gives  his  merchandize  indifcriminatefy  to  all 
the  perfoiis  'who  afk  for  k;  Having  finilhed  this 
bufinefs,  he  gives  notice  of  his  departure^*  and 
rvery  tMt  yrho  faMh  pufcbafc^d  any  thing  of  him> 
jbrifsgSt  iRril1}Di||:  dday^  to  the  village  where  he 
jSrft  made  his  appearaace^  the  goods  agreed  for 
between  them.  There  hath  never  bcien  any  in- 
jftafice o{  diihoqefty  i^  this  tr^f&c*  The  rncrchwt 
is  ^Upwed  an  efcort  to  aifift  him  in  cbndqflifig 
4hc  clpths  .^d  the  cattje  jpe  hath  received  in  payr 
mcrtfj  tQ  the  fronjri^s  of  the  country. 

It  i$  not  from  what  we  find  id  the  midft  of 
lbre(ls>  :but  from  what  we  obierve  in  th£  center 
taf  paJifhedfocietiesi  thaiC  wc  learn  to  defpife  and 
to  mi&ruil:  maokiod.  if  a^y  of  our  merchants, 
ifl  any  one  of  our  &ixis>  were  i^difcrimioately  to 
diftcibuinB  his  goods,  lUrithout  fecurky  for  tive  pay- 
ment of  them^  to  iiirbomibeirier  fhbtild  cofm  to 
•receive  theisi,  is  it  to  .be  imaginird  that  he  would 
<ver  again  fee  the  pebplei^turn  wijth  xht  price  of 
the  things  they  hadfiurciiared  ?  4  'fi^vage,  unri.- 
ibraiDed  by  law^3. would  Aot  be  guilty  of  tho& 
i:hings^  which  meil  w'ho  are  tinder  th^  influence 
of  lionotirj  and  the  controui  ctf*  civil  and  religious 
jaws,  would  not  blyd&t  .to  commit,  ito  the  di£- 
*grace  of  our  religioni  -juf  our  policy^  aii^  bf  oisr 
<mords, 

WiNB  and  bi*andy  vt^ere  fbld^  'till   the  year 
17  ^4^  to  thcfc  people,  inrho^  like  moft  other  fa- 
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vages,    arc  cxccffivdy  fond  of  ttem,     WKen  ^  vn?.  '^ 
ihcy  were  intoxicated  they  ufcd  to  take  up  arms^ 
maflacre  all  the  Spaniards  they  met  wich^   and 
ravage  the  country  near  their  dwellings.     It^  h 
fekldm  tbM  the  corrupter  dpth  not  rcceire  kis 
puni][hrnfint  from  the  very  pcribft  he  h^h  cor- 
rgptedt     Frequent  inftances  of  this  arc  fcen  in 
children    with    refpeft    to    their    fathers,  .  who . 
have  neglected  their  education;   in  women  tb<» 
Vizards  their  hulbands,  whofe  morals  are  bad ;  in 
flaves,  towards  their  mafters ;  in  fubjeds  towards 
their  fovereignsi  when  ncglefted  by  them ;  in  a 
Tubdued  nation  towards  the  ufurpers.    Wc  our^- 
felvcs  h*ve  been  puniftied  for  the  vices  wc  have 
transferred .  into  the  other  hemifphere ;    among 
curfelves  and  among  people  of  the  New  World, 
whom  we  have  fubduedi  among  curfelves,  by 
the  multitude  of  fadtitious  wants  we  have  created : 
among  themj  in  ^  variety  of  ways,  and  particu- 
larly by   teaching    them  the    ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,    which  hath  often  animated  them  with 
artificial  fury,  which  they  have  turned  againft  us. 
In  whatever  manner  we  procce<J,  whether  by  fu- 
perftition,    by  patriotifm  itfclf,  or  by  fpirituous 
liquors^  in  depriving  man  of  his  reafon,  it  cannot 
be  done  without  fatal  confequcnces.     If  we  in- 
toxicate him,    whatever  may   be  the  nature  of 
the  intoxication,  it  will  £)on  go  off,  or  it  will  be 
produftive  of  mifchief. 

Drunkenness,  or  an  habitual  excefs  in  the 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  is  a  coarfc  and  brutal 
vice,  which  deprives  the  mind  of  it/s  vigour, 
and.the  body  of  part  of  it's  ftrength*     It  is  an 

Vol.  IV.  JP  infringe- 
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iDfringeiYKnt  of  the  law  of  nature*  which  forb|^» 
man  to  forfeit  his  reafoR,  the  only  advantager 
which  di&inguifliet  hkn  ffonitoiber  animals*  wha* 
lure  on  (he  furfaoe  of  the  globew 

This  ifrcgularity^.tboogh  always^  blameable; 
IS  not  equally  fo  ewry  where^  becavfe  it  is  nor 
attended  with-  rhe  fame  inconveniencies  in  all- 
regions.  Generally  fptaking*'  it  makes  men 
furious  in^  hot  countries^  and  only  renders  them 
ftuptd  in  cold  on%s.  lu  bath  therefore  beetv 
necefiary  to  forbid^  it  with  more  &ri&Mk  in  one^ 
climate  than  in  another*.  From  hence  it  hath 
happened*  that  wherever  a  regular  form  of  go* 
vernmenc  batb  been  eftablilhed*  this  vice  is  bc«- 
come  more  uncommon  under  the;  Equator  than:^ 
towards- the  P&lc; 

This  isf  not  the  cafe  among'  favage  nution9» 
Thofe  of  rhe  South  not  being  more  retrained' 
than  thofe  of  the  North  by  the  magiftrate*  or  by 
habit*  they  have'  aH  devoted  themfelVes  with? 
eijual  fury  to  their  pafllon  for  ftrong  liquors.  Ir 
bath  been  apart  of  the  policy  of  th^  Europeans*  to 
fupply  the  fevages  with  them,  either  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  ilripping,  or  of  enflaving  them*  or  even* 
td  induce  them  to  employ  themfclves  in«  fbmc- 
ufeful  labours.  Thcfe  liquors  have  fcarce  been* 
Yefs  deftruftive  to  thefe  pcopte  than  our  arms  f 
and  we*  cannot  fwbcar  to  rank  them  among  the 
number  of  calamities  with  which  we  have  loaded' 
the  other  hemifphere. 

Spain  is  to*  be  commended  for  having  at 
length  abftaincd  from  felling  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Chill  wine  and  brandy,    Thi^*  prudent  ftep 
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fc'ati  evidently  increafed  the    connexions  that  ^  ^^j^  ^ 
vrcre  kept  tip  with  themi    but  it  is  riot  pbflible 
that  tliey  fliotiW  for  a   long  tiine  bccomli  io 
4:on(iderablt  as  ihdlc  that  are  maintained  with 
Peru, 

CHitt  fiSppUcs  Pierii  ^ith  hitics,  (Jricd  friiiti 
coppef,  fait  meat,  horfes,  Kccnp,  erid  corn,  and 
.  feccivek  in  exchange,  tobacco,  fugar,  cocoa, 
tarthtn'war^i  fdrne  rhahiifaftiircs  rhadc  at  Quito, 
and  Ibmc  articles  of  luxury  brought  frorn  Euiropcl 
The  (hijis  ftrit  from  Callab  oh  this  traffic;  which 
is  reciprotally  liftful;  were  formerly  bound  for 
Cbiiccptibh  Bay,  but  now  c6m6  to  Valparalfo. 
Diiriiig  tfi^  courfcof  h^ar  i  century,  no  naviga- 
tor in  th6fe  tranquil  feaS  would  ventiirfe  to  lof<i 
fight  of  Iknd  i  and  thfen  thcfe  Voyages  lifted  i 
Wholfe  yfear. 

A  PILOT  of  i\i6  did  World  having  at  length 
bb fervid  thi  wintls;  perfotnoed  th^  navigation  iri 
one  ttiohthi  Me  was  cbniidered  as  a  wizard,  and 
he  was  taken  \ip  by  ofder  bf  tHe  Inqiiifitioni 
whofe  ighoMrtce  becomes  an  obje(5:  bf  ridiculej; 
when  it*s  crtielty  doth  not  eicite  oiir  abhorrence, 
Th6  jdunial  he  pi-oduCed  was  his  vindication  i 
hnd  it  plainly  appeared  tH^t  to  perform  the  fame 
voyage;  It  was  only  hefceffary  tb  keep  dearbf  th6 
coafts;  His  method  was;  thcreforti  utiiverfalljr 
'  ddopted. 

Chili  fends  to  i^iragua^  wines,  brandy;  oil; 
aiid  chiefly  gold ;  arid  teceives  in  payment  mules; 
wa*,  cpttdn,  the  herb  of  Paraguay,  Negroes; 
dnd  alfo  much  of  the  tnerehandlze  of  oiir  heml- 
ipkere,  before  the  merchants  of  Lima  had  ob^ 
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*  via  ^  ***'^d,  either  by  hribery>  or  by  their  infiuepce; 
that  this  laft  branch  of  commerce  fhould  be  pro* 
hibiced.  The  communication  between  the  two 
colonies  is  not  carried  on  by  fea  $  it  hath  been 
found  more  expeditious,  fafer,  and  even  lefs  ex^ 
penGvc,  to  go  by  land,  though  there  are  three 
hundred  and  fix ty- four  leagues,  from  St.  Jagq 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  that  more  than  forty 
of  thefe  are  amidft  the  ihows  and  precipices  of 
the  Cordelcras- 

Ir  the' connexions  between  thefe  two  eftablith-" 
ments  fhould  be  multiplied  or  extended,  they 
mull  be  kept  up  by  the  Streights  of  Magellan^  or 
by  Cape  Horn.  It  hath  been  hitherto  a  ihatter 
of  doubt  which  of  thefe  two  ways  was  the  beft  ^ 
but  the  problem  fcems  to  be  folvcd  by  the  ob« 
lervations  of  the  laft  navigators.  They  almo^ 
generally  prefer  the  Streights,  on  account  of  a 
quantity  of  fre(h  water,  wood,  filh,  (hell  fiftij 
and  the  intinite  number  of  plants,  fpecific  reme- 
dies againft  the  fcurvy,  that  are  to  be  found 
the^e.  But  this  preference  can  only  take  place 
from  September  to  March,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the 
fummer  nK)nths.  During  the  fliort  days  of 
winter,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  fail  only  for  a 
few  hours,  or  to  brave,  in  a  channel  mofc  com- 
monly  narrow,  the  violence  of  the  winds,  thp 
rapidity  of  the  currents,  and  the  impetuofity  of 
of  the  waves,  with  an  almoft  moral  certainty  of 
being  fliipwrecked.  In  this  feafon  of  the  year^ 
the  open  fea,  and  confequently  the  doubling  of 
Cape  Horn,  is  to  be  preferred, 
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•  A  iluMBER  of  combrnations>  palpably  abfurd,  ^  ^^^  ^ 
have  conftantly  deprived  Chili  of  every  icnmc-  i^-^— ,  4 
diate  connexion  with  Spain.  The  little  mer- 
chandize of  our  hemifphere  which  this  country 
could  confume,  came  to  it  from  Peru,  which 
received  them  itfelf  with  difficulty,  and  at  a  great 
cxpence,  by  the  road  of  Panama.  The  fate  of 
Chili  was  not  even  changed,  when  the  failing  by 
Cape  Horn  was  fubftituted  to  that  which,  was 
praftifed  by  the  ifth^nus  of  Darien ;  and  it  was 
not  'pll  very  late,  that  the  (hips  which  ufed  to 
coaft  this  country  in  their  way  to  Lima,  were 
permitted  to  leave  fome  fmall  portion  of  their 
cargoes.  At  length,  a  more  agreeable  profpedt 
hath  opened  itfelf  to  this  beautiful  country.  Since 
the  month  of  February  177?,  all  the  ports  of 
ihe  mother  country  are  allowed  to  trade  there  at 
pleafure.  This  fortunate  adoption  of  the  true 
principles  of  commerce  muft  be  attended  with 
thegreateft  fuccefsj  and  this  innovation  will  have 
the  fame  influence  over  Paraguay.  ^ 

This  is  an  immenfe  region,,  bounded  on  the  fhc  Sotni. 
north  by  Peru  and  the  Brazils  ;    on  the  fouth  by  pt^."' 
the  country  bordering  on  the  Streights  of  Ma-  ^Unc^of 
gellanj    on  the  eaft  by  the  Brazils  j  and  on  the  dta'durfog 
weft  by  Chili  and  Peru.  tw»<cn.u. 

Tbe  Paraguay  derives  it's  name  from  a  large 
river  which  all  geographers  have  fuppofed  to 
proceed  from  the  lake  Xarayes,  The  Spanifh 
and  Portuguez^  comtniffioners,  appointed  in 
1751  to  regulate  the  limits  of  the  two  empiresj^ 
were  much  furprized  to  meet  each  other  at  the 
origin  of  this  river^  without  having  perceived 
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?  vji?.  ^  ^^^^  niafs  of  waters^  which  was  faid  to  be  ini« 

V  iV.  ^ '/  menft*  They  afccrtaincd,  that  what  had  bcem 
before  (aken  for  a  prodigious  la^e,  was  nothing 
inore  than  a  v^ry  low  portion  of  lapd,  covered,, 
from  thf  fixte^nth  to  the  nineteenth  degree  of 
latitvd^,  in  the  rainy  feafonj^  by  the  overfiowings 
of  the  river*  Since  that  period,  it  is  know'n 
that  the;  Paraguay  river  takes  it's  {ib  in  the  flat 
country  ci^Ued  Cafnfo  des  Paracis,  ip  the  thirteenth 
degree  of  fopthern  latitude  9  and  that  towards 
the  eighteenth  degree,  it  communicates!  by  fome 
yery  narrow  channels,  with  two  gre^t  lakes  im 
the  country  of  the  Chiquitos. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  this  im- 
mcnfc  country  contained  a  great  nunnbcr  of 
nations,  moft  t>f  them  confifting  of  a  few  families* 
Their  Wianners  muft  have  been  the  fame ;  and  if 
there  had  been  any  difference  in  their  chara£kcrs> 
it  would  not  have  been  perceived  by  the  ftupid 
adventurers,  who  had  firft  flied  the  blood  of  this 
part  of  the  NeDy  World.  Thefe  people  lived 
tipon  hunting,  fifbing,  wild  fruits,  honey,  which 
was  commonly  found  in  the  forefts,  and  roots? 
that  grew  fpontaneous.  With  a  view  of  procur- 
ing greater  plenty  of  wood,  they  were  perpetual!)^ 
wandering  from  one  diftrid  to  another.  As  the 
Indians  had  nothing  to  remove  but  ^  few  earthen 
veffcis,  and  as  branches  of  trees  could  be  found 
every  where  to  build  huts  with,  thefc  emigrations 
yere  attended  with  few  incumbrances.  Though 
^hey  all  lived  in  a  ftate  of  ablblute  independence, 
yet  the  neceffity  of  mutual  defence  had  obliged 

th'eni  to  conoec);  their  mterefts*    Some  indivi? 

•  ••  .♦■         *..,    -■..     '.  _ 
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*idiia!s  united  under  the  direftion  of  a  leader  of  ^  vir^ 
•^their  own    choice.      Thefe   aflbciations,    which 
/were  more  or  iefs  numerous,  in  proportion  to 
, -the  reputation  and  afbiltties  of  the  chief,  were  as 
♦eafily  diflblved  as  formed. 

The  difcovery  of  the  river  Paraguay  was 
made  in  1515,  byrDiaz  dc^Sdlist  a  notea  pilot 
^fCaftile.  Me  and  moft  of  his  men  were  maf- 
"facredby  fhe  natives,  who,  to  avoid  being  en- 
•flaved,  foiDe  years  after  alfo  deltrpycd  the  Portu- 
^guezeof  Brarfl, 

TiTE  two  rival  .nations,  equally  alarmed  by 
*thefe  calamities,  gave  up  all  thoughts  oFParaguay, 
'.aind  turned  their  avaricious  views  towards  ano- 
ther place.  The  Spaniards  accidentally  returned 
ihere  in  1526. 

Sebastian  Cabot,  who  in  1496  had  made  the 
difcovery  of  Newfoundland  for  the  crown  of  Eng^ 
land,  finding  that  kingdom  was  too  muchtakea 
:up  wifli  domeftic  affairs  to  think  df  malcingTet- 
tlements  in  a  new  world,  ofFered  'his  fervices  to 
"Caftile,  where  his  reputation  made  him  be  fi^^ed 
njpon  to  conduft  an  important  expedition. 

Thb  ViSloryy  celebrated  for  being  the  firft  fhip 
that  ever  failed  round  tlie  world,  and  the  only 
one  ^{  Magellan^'s  fquadron  that  returned  to 
lEurqpe,  had  brougTit  bacl<  from  theTEaft  Indies  a 
great  q-uantity  of  fpices.  The  great  profit  that  was 
made  from  £he  Talc  of  them,  occafioned  a  fecond 
expedition,  the  command  of  wTiich  was  given  to 
Cabot.  In  purfuing  the  track  of  the  former 
•voyage^  he  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Plata'. 
ISyjxcthcr 'he  was  in  want  of  provifions  neceflary 
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^  va?  ^  ^^^  *  ^^ngc^  voyage,  or  whether^  which  is  more 
probable,  his  men  began  to  be  mutinous,  be 
Hopped  there.  He  even  failed  up  the  river,  gave 
it  the  name  of  La  Plata^  becaufe  among  the 
fpoils  o\  a  few  Indians,  inhumanly  put  to  death, 
fome  orname?5ts  of  gold  and  filvcr  had,  been 
found,  and  built  a  kind  of  fortrefs  at  the  entrance 
of  the  river  Riotecero,  which  comes  down  from 
the  mountains  of  Tucuman.  The  oppoGtion  he 
met  with  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
made  him  judge,  that  in  order  to  form  a  folid  ^ 
cftabliftiment,  other  means  were  wanting  fupe- 
rior  to  thofe  he  had;  and,  in  1530,  he  went  to 
Spain  in  ordqr  to  folicit  them.  Thofe  of  his 
companions  whom  he  had  left  in  the  colony,  were 
moft  of  them  maflacred,  and  the  few  who  efcaped 
from  the  arrowy  of  the  enemy  Toon  followed 
him. 

Some  more  confiderable  forces,  led  by  Men- 
doza,  appeared  on  the  river  in  I535>  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  Buenos- Ayrcs*  They  were 
foon  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  perifhing  with 
hunger  within  their  pallifades,.or  of  devoting 
themfelves  to  certain  death,  if  they  ventured  to 
go  out  of  them  in  order  to  procure  fubfiftence, 
A  return  into  Europe  feemed  to  be  the  only  way 
of  relief  from  fo  defperate  a  Gtuation :  but  the 
Spaniards  had  perfuaded  themfelves  that  the  in- 
land countries  abounded  in  mines:  and  this  pre- 
judice induced  them  to  perfevere^  They  aban- 
doned a  place  where  they  could  no  Jonger  re- 
main, and  went  to  found,  in  1536,  a  colony  on 
the  ifland  of  Aflumption,  three  hundred  leagues 
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up  the  country,  but  ftill  on  the  banks  of  the  •  2 JJ  * 
fanrie  river.  By  this  change,  they  evidently  re- 
njoved  further  from  die  affiftance  of  the  mo- 
i|ber-country,  but  they  imagined  it  brought  them 
deafer  the  fource  of  riches ;  and  their  avidity  was 
.ftill  greater  than  their  forcfight. 

They  were  ftill  however  reduced  to  the  nccef- 
fity  of  periihing,  unlefs  they  could  fucceed  in 
fcUmifiifliing  the.  extreme  antipathy  the  favages 
ibore  them.  The  marriage  of  die  Spaniards  with 
the  Indian  women,  appeared  calculated  to  effe6t 
diis  great  change;  and  it  was  accordingly  refolved 
upon.  From  the  union  of  two  fuch  different 
ns^ions,  fprang  the  race  of  the  Meftees,  which,  in 
procefs  of  time,  became  fo  common  in  South 
iAmerica.  Thus  it  is  the  fate  of  the  Spaniards, 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  be  a  mixed  race» 
The  blood  of  the  Moors  ftill  flows  in  their  veins 
in  Europe,  and  that  of  the  favages,  in  the  other 
■Hcnvifpheie.  Perhaps,  this  mixture  may  be  of 
^vnntage,  if  it  be  a  faft  that  men,  as  well  as 
animals,  are  improved  by  eroding  the  breed. 
It  were  indeed  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  various 
rac^s  of  mankind  were  loft  in  one,  that  there 
might  be  an  end  of  thofe  national  antipathies, 
jNrhich  only  ferve  to  perpetuate  the  calamities  of 
yrar,  and  all  the  feveral  pafiions  that  deftroy  the 
human  fpecies.  But  difcord  feems  to  arife  of 
itfelF  between  brothers  i  can  it  therefore  be  ex- 
pected tha^  all  mankind  fiiould  become  one  fa« 
fnily^  the  children  of  which  fprung,  as  it  were^ 
ffom  the  fame  common  parent,  fhoukl  no  longer 

thirfl; 
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*  2,^  *  thirft  after  each  other's  bltfod  ?  For  is  not  this 
fatal  thirft  excited  and  maintained  by  that  of 
gold  i 

It  was  this  fhameful  pafSon,  which  kept  u^ 
the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniard^  even  after  the  con- 
nexions they  had  formed.  They  feemed  t<> 
punifli  .the  Indians  for  their  own  obftinacy  in 
ieapching  for  gold  where  thcpe  was  none,  Seye- 
j-al  (hips,  which  were  bringing  them  troops  and 
ammumtion^  were  1^>  witb  all  they  had  on 
boards  by  venturing  too  far  up  the  rrver^  but 
even  this  circumftance  could  not  prevent  them 
from  obflinately  periifting  ki  their  avaritious 
'Views,  though  they  had  fo  long  been  difappointed 
•  in  them ;  *till  they  were  compejied,  by  repeated 
orders  from  the  mQther- country,  to  re^ftablilh 
Buenos-Ayrcs. 

This  ncceflary  undertaking  was  now  become 
«afy.  /  The  Spaniards,  who  had  multiplied  in 
Paraguay,  were  ftrong  enough  to  rcftrain  or 
deftroy  the  nations  that  might  oppofe  them. 
Accordingly,  as  it  had  been  expeded,  they  met 
with  Iktle  difficulty.  Juan  Ortiz  dc  Zarate  exe- 
cuted the  f»laB  in  1580,  and/ rebuilt  Buenos- 
Ayres  upon  the  fame  fpot  which  had  been  for* 
lycen  for  forty  years.  Some  of  the  petty  Tiations 
id  the  neighbourhood,  fubmitted  to  the  yoke. 
Thofe  which  were  more  attached  to  their  liberty, 
went  to  a  greater  diftance,  with  a  view  of  re- 
lifipvijig  .ft ill  further,  in  proportion  as  their  op- 
preftprs  Ihould  extend  their  eftablifhmems.  Moft 
of  them  at  laft  took  refuge  in  Chacou  .   ^ 

THli 
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This  country,  which  is  two  hundred  and-fifty  *  ^^^  ^ 
leagues  in  lengthi  ai^d  one  hundred  and  fifty  in   v..  ^^mu^ 
breadch,  is  reckoned  one  of  the  bcft  in  America;  f„"j^^°/  '^^* 
'»nd  it  is  thought  to  be  peopled  with  one  hundred  ^"^"*^^ 
thoufaod  ravages.    They  form,  as  in  other  par (s,  the  yoke  of 
p{  the  New  World,  a  great  number  of  nations,  nffuge  at 
forty-fix  or  forty-feven  of  which  arc  vcry.impeii-  ^***^ 
feftly  know'n* 

This  region    is  traverfed    by  feveral  rivers,, 
7he  Pilcomayo,  more  ,  confiderable  than  all  the  '    , 

i:eil,  ifiu/es  from  the  province  of  Charcas,  and 
.i^ivides  into  two  branches,  feventy  leagues  before 
it  onpties  itfejif  into  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  The 
^purfe  of  this  river  appeared  to  be  the  moft  con- 
venient way  of  eft;ibliihing  fettled  coqne£tiont 
between  Paraguay  an4  Peru.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever^ ^ill  J  702,  that  an  attempt  was  rriade  to 
fail  up  it.     The  people  who  dwelt  upon  the  ,    ^ 

banks,  underftood  very  well  that  they  Ihould 
.fooncr  or  later  be^nQaved,  if  the  expedition  were 
fuccefsfuli  and  they  prevented  this  misfortune 
by  m^acring  all  the  Spaniards  who  were  engaged 
»nit. 

Nineteen  years  after,  the  Jefuits  refumed  thi^ 
^and  projedl :  but  when  they  had  advance4 
three  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  they  were  forced 
to  put  back,  becaufe  they  were  in  want  of  water 
to  continue  their  voyage.  They  were  blamed 
for  having  underuken  it  in  the  months  of  Sep- 
|:ember,  OAober,  and  November,  which,  ift 
thefe  countries,  are  the  dry  feafons  j  and  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  enterprize  would  be  fuc- 
ccfsful  in  the  other  feafons  of  the  year» 

*t  This 
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*  vin  ^       This  road  of  communication  mull  cither  have 
Sm  '^  im»,i  appeared  kfs  advantageous,  or  muft  have  pre--^ 
fenced  greater  difficulties  than  were  at  firft  con- 
ceived, fince  no  attempt  hath  lince  been  made  to 
open  it.     The  government,  however,  have  not 
entirely  given  up  their  antient  projeft  of  fub- 
duing  thefe  people.     After  incredible  fatigues, 
and  which  were  for  a  long  time  ufelcfs,   fome 
miflionaries  have  at  length  fucceeded  in  Bxing;' 
•    three  thoufand  of  thcfc  wanderers,   in  fourteen 
villages,  feven  of  which  arc  fituated  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Tucuman,   four  on   the   fide  of  Santa 
"    Cruz  de  la   Sierra,    two    towards  Taixa,    and 
only  one  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Affumption 
Ifland. 

The  Spani-  NOTWITHSTANDING    the    frcqucnt   incurfions 

ceed  in*'  <>f  ^^^  inhabitants  of  Chaco,  and  the  fury  of  feme 

thUw'ifrgc  ^^her  ^c^s  numerous  colonies,   Spain  hath  fuc- 

provinces.  Cccdcd  in  formincr  three  great  provinces  in   this 

Peculnririet     .  ,  ^  o  jt 

in  each  of  ^  diftrift.  That  which  is  called  Tucuman,,  is  even, 
well  watered,  and  wholefome.  The  cotton  and 
the  corn  that  is  confumed  in  the  country,  is  cul- 
tivated there  with  the  greateft  fuccefs  j  and  fome 
experiments  have  ihew'n,  that  indigo,  and  the 
other ^produ6tions  peculiar  to  the  New  World, 
would  thrive  there  as  well  as  in  anv  of  the  fettle- 
fnents  which  they  have  enriched  for  fo  long  a 
time.  The  forefts  are  all  filled  with  honey ;  and 
there  are  not,  perhaps,  better  pafturages  on  the 
face  of  the  globe.  Moft  of  the  woods  are  of  a 
fliperior  kind.  There  is  one  tree  in  particular, 
know'ii  by  the  name  of  Quebracho,  which  is 
faid  to  be  nearly  as  hard,  as-^etghty,  and  as 
• '  3  *     durable 
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durable  as  the  bcft  marble,  and  which,  bn  account  ^  ^^fj  ^ 
of  the  difEcuky  of  conveyance,  is  fold  at  Potoli 
for  as  much  as  ten  thoufand  livres  *.  That  por- 
tion of  the  Andes  which  is  in  this  diftrift  is^ 
abounding  in  gold  and  copper,  and  fome  minea 
have  been  already  opened  there. 

But  it  would  require  an  infinite  number  of 
hands,  to  cxtraft  from  this  immenfe  territory  thq 
riches  it  contains*  Notwithftanding  this,  the  per- 
fons  who  give  the  moft  favourable  accounts  of  it's 
population  do  not  reckon  it  to  amount  to  more; 
than  one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  Spaniards* 
Indians,  and  Negroes*  They  are  coUefted  in 
fcven  villages,  of  which  Saint  Yago  del  Eftero  is 
the  principal,  or  are  diftributed  upon  icattere4 
domains,  fome  of  which  have  more  than  twelve 
leagues  in  extent,  and  reckon  as  far  as  forty 
thoufand  horned  cattle,  and  fix  thoufand  horles, 
without  including  other  herds  of  animals  of  lefs 
importance* 

The  province  which  is  particularly  called  Pa- 
raguay, is  much  too  damp,  on  account  of  the 
forefts,  lakes,  and  rivers,  with  which  it  is  co- 
vered. Accordingly,  cxclulive  of  the  celebrated 
miffions  of  the  fame  name  which  belong  to  it,  it  is 
not  computed  to  contain  more  than  fifty-fix  thou- 
fand inhabitants*  Four  hundred  only  are  at  Af- 
fumption,  the  capital  i  two  other  villages,  which 
alfo  bear  the  names  of  towns,  have  ftill  a  lefs 
number.  Fourteen  colonies,  governed  upon  thci 
faoie  principle  as  thofe  of  the  Guaranis,  contain 

fix 
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*  vn?  *  ^^  thoufand  Indians.  All  the  reft  live  in  tfce 
country  places,  where  they  cultivate  tobaccOs 
cotton,  and  fogar,  which  are  fent,  with  the  herb 
of  Paraguay,  to  Bucnos-Ayres,  from  whence 
fome  mercantile  articles  brought  from  Europe  are 
received  in  exchange. 

This  country  was  always  cxpofed  to  the  ex- 
curfions  of  the  Portuguefe  on  the  eaftcrn  fide,  andf 
to  thofe  of  the  favages  on  the  north  and  on  the 
weft.  It  was  neceffary  to  adopt  fome  nwdc  of 
driving  back  enemies  that  were  moftly  impla- 
cable. Forts  were  conftrufted  ;  lands  were  appro- 
priated to  the  maintenance  of  them  ;  and  every 
citizen  bound  himfelf  to  defend  them  for  a  week 
in  every  month.  Thefe  arrangements,  anciently* 
made,  ftillfubfift.  If,  however,  thi^  fervice  fliould 
be  difagreeable  to  any  one,  or  fliould  interfere 
with  his  bufinefs,  he  may  be  freed  from  it  by  pay- 
ing from  60  to  100  livres*,  according  to  hii 
fortune. 

The  part  which  at  prefent  coriftitutes  the  pro- 
vince of  Buenos-Ayres,  was  originally  part  of 
that  of  Paraguay.  It  was  not  feparatcd  from  it 
till  162 1,  and  it  remained  for  a  long  time  in  the 
greateft  obfcurity.  A  fraudulent  trade,  which; 
after  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  was  opened  with  \t 
by  the  fettlements  of  the  Portuguefe  at  Saint  Sa- 
crament, and  which  enabled  it  to  form  fixed 
connexions  <vith  Chili  and  Peru,  imparted  to  it 
fome  adivity.-  The  rhisfortune  that  happened  to' 
the  fquadron  undcf  Pizaffo,  \^ho?  in  1740  wai 

•  Prom  2  1.  10  s.  to  4h  ji.  ^d. 
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CO  protceft  the  South  Sea  aga'mfl:  the  ®  ^^^  ^ 
forces  of  Great  Britain,  increafed  it's  populatioa'  Uii...^«l^ 
and  aftivicy.    They  both  received  ai>  addition  of 
exteniion  frcxn  thofe  enterprilmg  men  who  fettled 
la.this  country,  when  the  courts  of  Madrid  and 
of  Lifbon  undertook  to  fix  the  too  uncertain 
limits  of  their  territory.   At  length,  the  war  car- 
ried on  in  1776,  between  thefc  two  powers,  with 
troops  fent  from  Europe,  contributed  to  give  ftill    . 
greater  folidity  to  the  colony. 

At  prcfcnt,  the  two  banks  of  the  river,  from 
the  ocean  to  Buenos-Ayres,  afxd  from  Buenos- 
Ayrcs  to  Santa-Fe,  are  cither  covered  with  niw 
merous  flocks,  or  tolerably  well  cultivated*  Corn, 
maize,  fruits,  and  pulfe,  every  thing,  in  a  word> 
which  fupplies  the  ordinary  wants  of  life,  except 
wine  and  wood,  grows  there  in  great  abundance. 

Bu£NOS-Ayr£$,  the  capital  of  the  colony,  unites  or  the  c^. 
many  advaneigcs.     The  fituation  is  healthy  and  ttl^J,^nl 
pleafant,  and  the  air  temperate.    It  is  regularly  ^[^J^^.  '^»'- 
built.    It's  ftreets  are  wide,   and  compofcd  of  which  a.vi- 
houfes  that  are  extremely  low,  but  all  of  them  furrr'ount  i©^, 
are  embellilhed  with  a  garden  of  greater  or  lefs  *'*'^*'^*' 
extent.   Tlve  public  and  private  buildings,  which 
fifty  years  ago  were  all  made  of  earth,  are  more 
folid  and  comnvxlious,  fince  the   natives  have 
learned  the  art  of  making  brick  and  lime.     The 
number  of  inhabitants  amounts  to  thirty  thou- 
fand.  One  fide  of  the  town  is  defended  by  a  fort- 
refs,  with  a  garrifon  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  men : 
and  the  reft  is  furrounded  by  the  river.     Two 
thoufand  jpfne  hundred  and  forty- thre^. militia, 

Spaniards^ 
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»  vin  ^  Spisuiiards,  Indians,  Negroes,  and  finec  Mulatconsr 
are  alvays  ready  to  join  the  regulars.    . 

Ti»E^4own  ftands  fixty  leagues  from  the  fea. 
The  fhips  get  to  it  by  faiiing  up  a  riirer  that  - 
wants  depth,  is  full  of  iflands,  ihoals>  and  rocksy 
and  where  ftorms  are  more  frequent  and  more 
dreadful  than  on  the  ocean.  It  is  necefikFy  td 
anchor  every  night  on  the  fpot  they  come  to|  and 
on  the  ifioft  nioderate  days,  a  pilot  mud  go  be^ 
fore  in  a  boat  to  found  the  way  for  the  fhip. 
After  having  furmounted  thefe  difficulties,,  the 
fhips  are  obliged  to  ftop  at  the  diftance  of  three  * 
leagues  from  the  town,  to  put  their  goods  on 
b,oard  fome  light  veifels,  and  to  go  to  reBt,  and 
{q  wait  for  their  cargoes,  at  InCenada  dc  Barra* 
gan,  fituated  fevcn  or  eight  leagues  below. 

This  is  a  kind  of  village,  formed  by  fome  hut^ 
built  with  rulhes,  covered  with  hides,  and  feat-* 
tered  about  without  order*  Neither  m;^gazincs' 
nor  fubfiftcnce  are  to  be  found  there  j  and  the 
place  is  inhabited  only  by  a  few  indolent  men,  from 
whom  fcarcc  any  fervicc  is  to  be  expcded.  The 
mouth  of  a  river,  which  is  from  five  to  fix  thou^ 
fand  toifes  broad,  ferves  it  for  a  harbour.  No  fhips  ^ 
that  draw  above  twelve  feet  of  water  can  enter  it. 
Vefiels  that  require  more  depth  are  obliged  to 
take  refuge  behind  a  neighbouring  point,  where 
the  anchorage,  fortunately,  is  more  inconvenient 
than  dangerous. 

The  infufficiency  of  this  afylum  occafioned,  in 
1726,  the  town  of  Montevideo  to  be  built  forty 
leagues  below  ^utnos-Ayres,^  and  u^on  a  bay 

which 
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whidi  is  two  leagues  in  depth.  It  «  defended  on  ^  ^^!^  ^ 
the  fide  of  the  land  by  a  well-Con  ft  ruftcd  cita-  v^,  ^^^mj 
del  i  and  proteftcd  on  the  Chde  of  the  river  by 
batteries  judicioiifly  plajcd.  Unfortunately,  there 
arc  not  more  than  four  or  five  fathoms  of  water> 
and  th^  veflTels  are  obliged  to  run  aground.  This 
is  no  great  inconvenience  for  the  merchantmen, 
but  the  men  of -war  perifh  fpcedily  upon  this 
mud,  and  arc  cafily  warped.  Some  experienced 
navigators,  on  whom  nature  hath  beftowed  a 
fpirit  of  obfervation,  haye  obferved,  that  with 
little  labour  and  expence,  one  of  the  fineft  har-^ 
hours  in  the  world  might  have  been  conftrudbed 
in  the  neighbourhood,  on  the  river  Saint  Lucia* 
In  order  to  cfFedt  this,  the  only  thing  neceffary 
was  to  dig  away  the  bank  of  fand  which  renders 
the  entrance  of  it  difficult.  The  court  of  Madrid 
will  fodner  or  later  be  obliged  to  adopt  this  plan  i 
fince  Maldonado,  which  was  their  only  hope,  is 
at  prefent  acknowkged  to  be  one  of  the  worft 
harbours  in  the  world. 

The  richeft  produce  that  comes  from  the  three  or  th«h»b 
provinces,  is  the  herb  of  Paraguay.     It  is  the  tiie  chief*''' 
leaf  of  a  middle-fiied  tree,  which  hath  rtot  been  3^**^iohyi 
defcribed  or  obfervcd  by  any  botanift.    The  taftc 
is  fimilar  to  that  of  mallows^  and  in  Ihape  it  te<- 
lembles  an  orange  tree^    It  is  divided  into  three 
forts.     The  firftj  called  caacup,  is  the  bud  when 
it  juft  begins  to  unfold  it's  leaves*  This  is  far  fy* 
perior  to  the  other  two,  but  will  not  keep  ^ 
long,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  export  it  to 
any  diftance,     The  next,  which  is  palled  caam»i\ 
is  the  full  grpwn  Ipftf  ftripped  of  it*$  ftaljcs*    }f 

Vol,  IV.  Q^  thefc 
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*  viu  ^  ^^^^®  ^^  Icfcon,  it  is  cMcd  caaguaza,  which  is  the 
third  fort.  The  leaves  arc  firft  roafted,  and  then 
kept  ih  pits  digged  in  the  ground,  and  covered 
with  bulls  hides. 

The  mountains  of  Maracayu,  at  the  eaft  fide 
of   Paraguay,    furnifli    the    herb   that  is  moft 
cftcenned.     The  tree  which  produces  it  grows  in 
the  niarlhy  vallics  that  lie  between  the  hills.  The 
city  of  Affumption  firft  brought  this  produdkion, 
ivhich  was  the  delight  of  the  favages,  into  re- 
puce.     The  exportation  of  it  procured  confider- 
able  riches  to  the  town.     But  this  advantage  was 
not  of  long  continuance,  for  all  the  Indians  of 
that  diftridt  were  foon  loft  io  the  long  voyage 
they  were  obliged  to  take.     The  whole  country 
becanne  a  defart  for  forty  leagues  round  the  city, 
and  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  give  up  this 
trade,  which  was  the  only  fource  of  their  wealth. 
To  this  firft  mart  fuccceded  that  of  Villa  Rica, 
which  was  nearer  to  the  produftion  by  thirty-fix 
leagues.  This  alfo  foon  came  to  nothing,  for  the 
fame  reafon  as  had  occafioned  the  fall  of  that  to 
which  it  had  fucceeded« 

At  length,  in  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
-  Cunuguati  was  built,  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred 
leagues  from  Affumption,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  of  Maracayu.  Ir  is  at  prefent  the 
great  market  for  the  herb  of  Paraguay  j  but  a 
competition  hath  lately  rifen  up  againft  it,  from 
a  quarter  where  there  was  no  reafon  to  expect  one. 

The  Guaranis,  who  at  firft  gathered  the  herb 
only  in  fufficient  quantity  for  their  own  confump* 
tion,  collcftcd  it,  in  proccfs  of  time,  for  fale. 

This 
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Irhis  employment^  anid  the  length  of  the  yayage,  ®  ^^f^  ^ 
kept  them  abfent  from  their  colonies  for  a  co<i- 
fiderable  part  of  the  year.     During  this  interval^ 
tKey  were  all  deprived  of  inftruckion;     Many  of 
them  perifhed  by  change    of   air  and  fatigue^ 
Some  grew  weary  of  this  laborious  employment^  . 
and  retired  into  the  woods>  where  they  refumed 
their  formier  way  of  life.     Befides,  the  miflions, 
deprived  of  their  defenders,  were  expofed  to  the 
inroads  of  the  eneimy.     Tbefe  evils  were  too  nu* 
merous«    To  obviate  them,  the  Jefuits  procured 
feeds  from  Maracayu>  and  fowcd  them  in  thofc 
parts  of  the  land  that  were  mod  analagous  to  the 
foil  they  were  brought  from.  They  grew  up  very 
rapidly,  and  have  not  degenerated,  at  leaft  in 
any  fenfible  degree* 
The  produce  of  thefe  plantationis,  added  to  Ihac 
which  grows  fpontaneoufly,  is  very  confiderablc* 
part  of  this  remains  in  the  three  provinces.  Chili 
and  Peru  confurac  annually  twenty-five  thoufand 
quintals  of  it>  which  cofl:  them  i^ear  two  millions 
oflivres** 

This  herb>  which  the  Spaniards  knd  other  in- 
habitants of  South  America  take  fo  much  delight 
in,  and  tp  which  they  attribute  fo  many  virtues, 
is  in  general  ufe  through  this  pari;  of  the  New 
World.  Ic  is  dried  and  reduced  almoft  to  pow- 
der, then  put  into  a  cup  with  fugar,  lemon-juice^ 
iKid  fweet-fcented  paft^ ',  boiling  water  is  after- 
wards throw'n  upon  it,  and  it  is  drunk  off  di- 
reftly,  before  it  hath  time  to  tyrn  black. 

Q.a  The 
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The  herb  of  Paraguay  is  of  no  confcquencc  to 
Europe,  which  doth  not  confume  any  of  it  5  nor 

Connexions      •  •  cl  r  t  i  t  i 

•f PanfM7  do  we  interelt  ourfetves  more  about  the  trade^ 
M^i^hw  which  this  diftridt  carries  on  with  the  other  re- 
trit/^and  g^O'**  ^^  ^^^  N^w  World,  in  excellent  mules, 
with  Spain.  This  ufcful  animal  is  generally  multiplied  upon 
the  territory  of  Buenos- Ayres.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Tucuman  carry  there  woods  for  building, 
and  wax,  which  they  exchange  every  year  for 
fixty  thoufand  mules  of  two  years  old,  which  for- 
merly coft  no  more  than  three  livres  *  each,  but 
which  now  coft  from  eight  fo  ten  f.  They  are 
kept  fourteen  months  in  the  paftures  of  Cordova, 
eight  in  thofe  of  Salta,  and  are  condu&ed  through 
roads  of  fix,  feven,  and  nine  hundred  leagues,  by 
herds  of  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thoufand,  into 
Peru,  where  they  are  fold  near  Oruro,  Cufco,  and 
Guanca-Vclica,  at  the  rare  of  feventy  or  a  hun- 
dred livres  J,  according  to  the  greater  or  lefs  dif- 
tance  they  come  from.* 

Beside  this,  the  Tucuman  furni(hes  to  Potofi 
fixteen  or  eighteen  thoufand  oxen,  and  four  or 
five  thoufand  horfes,  brought  forth  and  reared 
upon  it's  own  territory.  This  diftrift  would  fup- 
ply  twenty  times  as  much  of  both,  if  ic  were  pof- 
fibl^  to  find  a  mart  for  them. 

It  will  perhaps  be  a  matter  of  more  confe- 
quence  to  our  merchants,  to  know  the  route  the 
cargoes  take,  which  they  fend  into  this  part  df 
this  hemifphere. 

*  Z8.  6d.  f  From  6s,  8d,  to  Ba.  ^.d. 

t  From  zh  iSs*  ^d.   to  4L  3s.  4d, 

There 


m  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  2x9 

Th£R£  h  fcldom  any  connexion  between  the  ^  ^^^^  ^ 
villager  icattered  over  this  region>  at  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  each  other.  BeGde  that  it  could  not 
be  kept  up  without  great  fatigue  and  nuich  dan- 
ger, it  would  be  of  litde  ufe  to  n)^n  wiio  have 
not  any  thing,  or  who  have  fcarce  any-  thing,  to 
offcT  or  to  require.  Buenos- Ayres  alone  was 
much  interefted  in  finding  a  vent  for  the  mer« 
chandize  it  received  from  Europe,  fon^etioies 
openly,  and  fometimes  fraudulently;  and  it  at 
laft  fucceeded  in  opening  a  tolqrably  regular 
trade,  with  Chili  and  with  Peru.  Originally  the 
caravans,  which  carried  on  this  trafHcj  had  recourfe 
to.th^  ufe,  of  the  needle  to  condufl:  them  through 
the  v^ft  deserts  they,  were  obliged  to  trayerfei  but 
in  proccfs  of  time  they  have  travelled  without 
this  inftructient,  which  is  fo  neceflary /or  other 
purpofcs  of  much  greater  importance.  , 

At  pfeXent,  carriages  fet  out  from.Bueno*- 
Ayrc3  for  their  refpeftiye  deftinations.  Several 
of  them  go  together,  in  order  to  be  able  to  refift 
the  favage  nations  which  attack  them  on  their 
iTtarch*  They  are  all  draw'a  by  four  oxen,  carry 
fifty  quintals,  and  travel  feven  leagues  a  day. 
Tjiole  which  take  the  route  of  Peru  ftop  at  Ju- 
gey,  after  having  gone  over  four  hundred  and 
fij^ty-fcven  leagues  3  and  thofc  which  are  deftined 
for  Chili  have  no  |nore  than  two  hundred  and 
fijttv-four  to  go  over  to  reach  Mendoza.  The 
firft  receive  four  piaftrcs,  or  twenty-one  livfes 
'  pight  fols  *  per  quintal  i  and  the  fecond  a  price 

♦  ifs.  io4. 
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*  Sii?  ^  proportioned  to  the  fpacc  they  have  travcnc4 
pver.  TMcfe  carriages  arc  always  followed  by 
a  herd  of  Woolly  and  horned  cattle.  The  travel- 
lers who  are  tired  or  fatigued  with  the  carriage 
ride  upon  the  horfes  j  the  oxen  ftnre  both  for 
food,  and  alfo  for  change  in  the  harncfs. 

The  year  1764  was  the  fortunate  period  pf  an- 
other *ufefui  inftitption.  The  miniftry  had  at 
lengt|i  determined  to  difpatch,  every  two  mpnths, 
from  Cotiinna,  a  packet-boat  for  Buenos- Ayrcs. 
This  was  ^  ftaple  from  which  it  was  neceffary  to 
fend  the  letters  and  paffengers  into  all  the  Span ifh 
poffcffions  in  the  South  Sea.  The  paffage  was 
nine  hundred  andfprty-fix  leagues  tp  Lima,  and 
three  hundred  and  fi?:ty-fpur  to  St.  Tagp ;  and 
a  part  pf  this  yaft  ipacc  was  occupied  hy  im-^ 
inenfe  cjcferts.  An  active  and  intelligent  man 
contriyed^'  hpwever,  to  cftablifti  a  fegukr  poft 
froni  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  to  the  capitals  pf 
Peru  and  Chili,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the 
three  colonies,  and  confeouently  of  the  mptherr 
country. 

Paraouay  fends  feyeral  articles  of  greater  or 
|efs  importance  to  Spain  j  but  they  have  all  been 
brought  there  from  neighbouring  diftrifts.  The 
only  thing  it  furnifties  from  it*s  own  territory  is; 
glides. 

When  thp  Spaniijrds  fprfook  PuenosrAyres  ir^ 
1539,  in  prder  to  go  up  the  river  again,  they  left 
^n  the  neighbouring  fields  fome  hofned  cattle;^ 
which  they  had  brought  over  from  their  pwa 
pountry.  They  multiplied  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
^|;en  the  town  was  re-eftablilhed,  no  one  chofe  tp 

appropriate 
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appropriate  them.  It  was  afterwards  found  ufeful  "  ym  '^ 
to  knock  them  on  the  head,  in  order  to  fell  their 
hides  in  Europe.    The  manner  of  doing  this  is 
remarkable. 

A  NUMBER  of  huntfmen  on  horfeback  repair  to 
fuch  places  as  are  moftly  frequented  by  the  wild 
bulls.  Each  huntfman  purfues  the  bull  he  fixes 
upon,  and  bamftrings  him  with  a  (harp  iron  cut 
in  the  ihape  of  a  crefcent,  and  fattened  to  a  long 
handle.  When  the  animal  falls  down,  the  huntf- 
man attacks  others,  and  difables  them  in  the  fame 
manner.  After  fome  days  fpent  in  this  violent 
exercife,  the  huntfmen  return  in  fearch  of  the 
bulls  they  have  difabled,  which  they  flay,  carry 
away  the  hides,  and  fometimes  the  tonguei  and 
the  fat :  the  reft  they  leave  to  be  devoured  by 
wild  dogs  or  vultures. 

Thb  price  of  hides  was  fo  low  at  firft,  that 
they  coft  no  more  than  two  livres*  ^  though  the 
buyers  refufed  thofe  that  had  the  lead  defecl, 
becaufe  they  were  fubjed  to  the  fame  tax  as 
others  that  were  in  the  beft  condition.  In  procefs 
of  time,  the  number  of  them  diminilhed  fo 
much,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  give  forty-three 
livres  four  fols  f  for  the  large  ones;  thirty- fcven 
livres  fixteen  fols  if  for  thofe  of  an  intermediate 
fizc;  and  thirty-two  livres  eight  fols  §  for  the 
fmall  ones.  The  government,  which  faw  with 
regret  this  branch  of  commerce  gradually  reduced 
to  nothing,  forbade   the   killing  of  the  young 

•is.  8d.  t  il»  '^s« 
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bulls.  Some  ^£tiVe  inhabitants  ^olteded  a  greae 
number  of  heifers  in  imnienfe  parks ;  and  (kice 
thefe  innovations  have  been  made,  the  hiaUrs^ 
which  have  all  the  hair  on^  and  which  weig}!| 
from  twenty  to  fifty  pounds,  liave  bcca  lawA:e4 
about  a  third  in  their  price.  They  all  pay  eleVcit 
livres  *  to  government. 

From  1748  to  175 j,  Spain  receiired  annualiyr 
from  this  colony  8,752,065  livr«sf.  Tike  gt>l4 
that  made  part  of  this  (bm  amounted  :to<i, 5.24,70^ 
livres  ^  5  the  filver,  to  5j78oiOc3o  livres  §  |  iin4 
the  productions  to  3,447,360  liVres  |,  Tht'Mk' 
article  was  conipoftd  of  three  huftfdred^uinuls  of 
Vtcunt  wool,  which  produced  207136^  iivres  f  s 
and  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufahd  hides,  whichj 
brought  3,240,000  livrei**.  Alt  this  was  for 
the  benefit  of  trade,  and  nl^ne  <>f  it  l^tonged  to 
the  government. 

The  mother-country  wjii  foon .  receire  from 
this  region  other  articles  of  valuer  both  becau(<: 
the  colony  of  Saint  Sacrament,  through  which 
the  riches  ufed  to  flow,  is  now  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Portuguexe,  and  bcaiufe  the  Para«* 
guay  hath  acquired  a  ftate  of  greater  import*- 
ance  than  that  which  it  enjoyed. 

A  fortu-  The  immenfe  empire  which  Caftil^  had  founded 

nate  inno-     jjj  South  Amcrica,  was  for  a  lono  time  fubordi- 
which  muft    ji^te  to  one  fingle  chief.    The  parts  that  were 
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diftaitt  from  tbti  center  of -authoTity,  were  then  "2..?  ^ 
iicceflkrily  abahddited  ip.fhe  caprices^  tiie  inex^  v.  my  i,^ 
pt rience>  and  the  rapicicy  of  a  multitude  of 
ft^briiero  tyraiHSA  No  Spaniard^  and  no'  Indiani 
1^  mad  en^Mi^  to  trav^  thoufands  af  miles  in 
prder  lo  hf  cUim  t(>  jiiftioe^  which  he  was  almbft 
^ifUiti  q(  inat  dbtaihing'.  The  force  of  habits 
yhich  .ft)  -<*ften  ftiflei  the!  vtntc  of  reafbn,  and 
)i^|Gh  govefoa  ftaccs  wiA  ftili  more  abfol(»teivrajr 
{^  it  dbE^  indiWduals^ ''  pcevented  men  from 
difctfrnog  the  true  caufe  tif  rfo  tnanf  calamities* 
^  ifaigch  the  confufion  became  fo  general,  that 
inhai .  i^  idUcA  the  New  Kingdbm  of  Granads 
>v^deUchedj  .ih  1713^  Aronr^  this  enormous  exn 
Ifent  of  dotninion.  Ic  ftill  renciained  much  too 
^anfiderabki  and  tlie  miniftry  have  again  con* 
{ih^d  it,  i<iii7j$6>  hyfontiifl^of  part  of  the  didccie 
of  Cufcob  of  the  whoip  of  xbat  of  La  Paz^  of  the 
Archbifhopric  of  La  Plata,  of  the  provinces  of  ' 
i^nta  Cruz  de  ia  Sierrai  $f  CuyOj  of  Tugumin, 
and  pf  Paraguay^  another  viccroyalty  j  the  feat 
pf  which  is  at  BueAOs-Ayr«s»  The  gaverrinfteat 
^will,,  undoubtedly,  icon  reguUte,  th^  dediny  6( 
chefe  iingukr  minions^  whit:^h  have  beee  f^* 
dcred  equally  celebrated  by  the  praife^  .6f-  their 
panegyriils^  as  by  the  fatires  of  their  detractors. 

Am£^^ca  had  been  Uid  waftc  during  the  courfe  jPrinapka 
pf  a  century^   when  the.Jefuits  conveyed  there  Jhe^cfuiti 
that  indefatigable   a&ivity,    which,   from  their  (Jrir'^mif. 
iirft  origin,  had  n>ad«  theni  fa  fingularly  remark*  ^o"" »"  **•- 
able*     Thcfe  efiterprizlng  men  coulH  not  recaH 
frooi  the  tomb,  the  too  numerous  vii£Ums  which 
liad  been  unfortunately  plunged  into  it  by  a  blind 
6  fefocioufnefs ; 


»34  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  ferocioufnefs ;   they  could  not  diig  out  of  the* 
bowels  of  the  earth,  the  cimid  Indians  whom  the 
avarice  of  the  conquerors  obliged  daily  to  6e^ 
fcend  there.     Their  tender  anxiety  was  turned 
towards  the  favages,  whom  a  wandering  life  had> 
'till  then,  preferred  from  the  fword  and  from  ty«** 
raimy.    The  plan  was  to  draw  them  out  of  their 
finrefts  and  to  colled  them  into  a  national  body, 
but  at.a  dtftance  from  the  places  inhabited  by  the 
oppir flbrs .  of  the  New  Hemifphere«    Thefe  viewv 
were  crowned  with  more  or  Icfs  fuccefs,  in  Cali-^ 
Ibrnia^  among  the  Moxost  among  the  Chiquitos, 
upon. the  river  Ama20n>  and  in  fome other  coun- 
tries.   Neverthelefs,   none  of  their  ioftitutioos 
acquired  ib  great  a  degree  of  fplendour  aS  that 
which  was  formed  at  Paraguay  3   becaufe  it  had 
for  it's  bafis  the  maxims  followed  by  the  Incas  in 
the  government  of  their  empire^  and  in  (heir  con-* 
quefts. 

The  defcendants  of  Manco  Capac,  ufed  to 
march  to  theii;  frontiers  with  armies,  which  at 
leaft  knew  how  to  obey,  to  fight,  and  to  intrench 
thcmfelvesj    and    who,    together    with    better 
offen&ve  weapons  than  thofe  of  the  favages,  had 
atfo  Ihields  and  defenfive  weapons,  which  their 
enemies  had  not.     They  propoled  to  the  nation 
which  they  wanted  to  unite  to  their  government, 
to  embrace  their  religion,    laws,   and  manners'. 
Thefe  invitations  were  mod  commonly  rejcdted'. 
Frcfh  deputies  were  fent,  who  urged  thefe  mat- 
ters more  ftrenuoufly  than  the  former.     Some* 
times  they  were  murdered  5   and  the  favages  fell 
fuddcnly  upon  thofe  whom  they  reprefented.  The 

troops 
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troops  that  were  attacked,  bad  generally  the  ad--  a  o  o  k 
vantage ;  but  they  fufpended  the  fight  the  inftant 
they  had  gained  the  viftory ;  and  treated  their 
pidibners  fo  kindly,  that  they  afterwards  infpired 
thtk  conipanions  with  an  affc6]tion  for  a  con- 
^queror  fo  humane*     A  Peruvian  arpfiy  feldom 
^bi^ao^the  attack,  and  the  Inca  hath  often  been 
•knowfn  to  forbear  hoftiltties,  even  after  he  had 
csperienoed  the  perfidy  of  the  barbarians,  and  fe«* 
ioBval  io£  his  foldtccs  had  been  itiurdered. 
:  -HT^a  Jefaits,  who  had  no  army,  confined  them- 
iiflvcs  to  the  arts  of  perfuafion«    They  penetrated 
tmo  the  forefts  an  fearch  of  the  favages,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  them  'to  renounce  their  dd  cuftoma 
^nd  prejudices,  to  embrace  a  religion  which  they 
d{d  not  CQmprehend,^  and  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of 
fociety,  to  which  they  were  before  ftrangers. 

-  >  TtiE  IftMa  had  another  advantage  over  the  Je- 
fi^^  which  was  the  nature  of  their  religion, 
'tfiloukited  to  ftrike  the   fenfes.    It  is  a  more 
eaiy  matter  to  perAuide  men  to  worihip  the  fun, 
which  (fcems  to  announce  it*s  own  divinity  to 
Aiortats,  than  to  adore  an  invifible  God,  and  to 
telle^e  do£krines  and  myfteries  which  they  can- 
not comprehend;  s  Accordingly,  the  miflionaries 
titnA  the  ppudeace  to  civilize  the  favages  in  fome 
wHtzXtrt^  before'  they  attempted  to  convert  them. 
Th$y  4id  not  pretend  to  make  them  Chriftians, 
'till  they  had  made  them  men.    As  foon  as  they 
.  had  got  them-  toge^er,  they  began  to  procure 
'.  them  every  advantage  they  had  promifed  them, 
'\a|id  induced  them  to  embrace  Chriftianity,  when, 

'    *;     -  !  by 
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•  VII?  ^  '^y  making  ttem  liappy ,  thcjp  had  ct>niribiK^  40 
render  theoi  tradable^ 

Th£V  imit^Wd  the  cxampJc  of  the  Incaa  in  lite 
'di\^ifion  of  tfle  lands  inftd  tbr«¥  fliaresf  faritdi^ 
"^gious  purp6lesj  for  tht  {>uMic>-  and  .foc.>indiv!i- 
'duals;  they  erieotVigttd  working.fw.brpbaiu^tfo^ 
'people  andit^lditMr  ct«ey  rewarded: grestt  a Aion^i 
Hhey  infpe(*fed  WteftfiftJed  xHe itwhd^s  of  di9/peoK 
'p\ci  thty  prfi(ft}f<^-'a&^  ofibfifevoleocer'^cifxy 
eftablifhed  Te^lVifc;.  Wd^  MtccoiUed  them  Titfioh 

*  iaborieus  t^n^ploytumta »  they  appotnte^  miUtary 
txercift^,  kept  up  alpiric  of  fufaordiiiaiiofi^  ift- 
▼eiited  prefervacitKis  a^rhft.  tdlcuD«ffi>  and  infpmd 

•  Item  wkh  r»il|^  for  j«ligioii:aiidt  nbcuei  io^a 
word^  whatdner  J9fas  valuable  in  thrJegtflaip<io  of 
the  incas^  was  adopted^  of  revfen  JaipooYod  tipto 
at  Paraguay^  ^  -  ^        v  ;-..j  li/.  ^  .«  .r  ,vi*){->'j: 

The  Incas  and  the  Jefutta  hadalike.tlbbllfhed 

.fuch  a  fyilein  .of  vregulapit!)!  Md  Qtdinff  a^vfif^- 

'  vented  the .  commiflloa  bf  6riMtsyciit#,«9gf)inr9d 

.  the  oeceflityTorf'  pQmj(bme&tw    T^ovo;  iroftr^R41y 

fuch  a.  thing  as  a'  delsoqueoaincFaeaglij^c  .  Tiie 

morals  of  the. (leople  wcret^<K>c^^afvljvpfl^jiima* 

taincd  in. thia dilate  of  purlcy.bf  ftiU /cmlid/er  SK* 

fhods  than  had  b^en  made.vfe  iOfiin.  P^ru« .  ^Tbe 

'.  laws  had  been  fei^cre  in  thattem^fei    tbityyf^re 

..not  fa  among  the  Guarani^*..  B^mihnoeotf  were 

not  dreaded  chere^  and  men  fearod  .nocbiog;  but 

^hc  reproach  of  Uicir  own  confcifincc. : 

Aftbr  the  example  of  the  Incas,  the  Jefuic^ 
hadeftablifhed  the  theocratieal  government,  wh 
an  additional  advantage  peculiar  to  the  Chriftian 

religion. 
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religion,    this  was  the  praAicc  of  confeilian  j  *  ^  5^  ^ 
which,  in  Paraguay,  brought  \hc  guilty  pcrfon 
to  the  feet  of  the  magiftrate.    There,  far  fronri 
palliating  his  crime,   remorfc  made  him  rather 
aggravate  it;    and  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
elude  his  puniilinnenr,   be   implored  it  on   bis 
knees.    The  more  public  and  fevereitwas,  the 
more  did  it  contribute  to  quiet  his  confcicnce* 
By  thefe  means,  ptinifhmenr,  which  in  all  other 
|)laces  is  the  teiiror  of  the  guilty,  was  here  cott^ 
fidered  as  a  fourcc  of  confolation  to  them,  as  it 
ftified  the  pangs  of  remorfc  by  the  expiation  of 
the  guilt.     The  people  of  Paraguay  had  no  civil 
laws,  becauie  they  knew  of  no  property ;  nor  Had 
they  any  criminal  ones,  becaufe  every  one  was 
bis  own  acc'ufer,   and   voluntarily  fubmitted^  to 
punifhment :    their  only  laws  were  the  precepts  of 
religion.     Theocracy  would  bd  the  moft  excel- 
lent of  all  governments,  if  it  were  poflible  to 
prdwve  it  in  it*a  purity;    but  to  efFeft  this,  ic 
would'  be  nccefiftfy  that  reli^on   fliould  teach 
nothing  but  the  dums  of  fociety ;    that  it  fht)uld 
monfider  nothing  asa  crime  but  what  violaitea  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind;    chat  it's  precept$ 
fbcmld  not  fubftitute  prayers  in  laeu  of  labour^ 
vain  cereatonie&  ioilead  of  worlds  of  charity,  or 
imaginary  fcruples  to  juft  remorfc.     This  wa* 
not  entirely  the  cafe  at  Paraguay.     The  Spanffllj 
toilTiQitories  hitd  brought  along  widi  them^  too 
mmy.  ^f  their  mon^ftic  notions  and  prai^tices. 
IP^riisipS*  i^wever,  fo  n>uch  goqd  had  never  been 
4(Hiii;£a  uDfn^  With  fo  little' inj^ry^ 

There 
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^  vu?  ^  Titwx  were  more  arts  and  conveniences  in  the 
Vii.yn.w  republics  of  the  JefuitSi  than  there  had  been  even 
in  Cufco  itfelf>  without  more  luxury*  The  ufe 
of  coin  was  unknow^n  there.  The  watchmaker, 
weaver,  lockfmith,  and  taylor>  all  depofited  their 
works  in  public  warehoufes.  They  were  fupplied 
with  every  neceflary  of  life  i  and  the  huA>andman 
had  laboured  for  them.  The  religious  inftitutors, 
ai&fted  by  magiftrates  who  were  chofen  by  the 
peoples  attended  to  the  feveral  wants  <^  the  whole 
community. 

Th£i<£  was  no  diftinftion  of  Nations ;  and  it  is 
the  only  fociecy  on  earth  where  men  enjoyed  that 
equality  which  is  the  fecond  of  all  blefiings  i  for 
liberty  is  undoubtedly  the  firft. 

Thb  Incas  and  the  Jefuits  have  both  infpired 

men  with  a  reverence  for  religion,  by  the  dazzling 

pomp  of  external  ceremonies.     The  temples  of 

the  fun  were  as  well  conftruded,  and  as  well  or« 

namented^  as  the  imperfeft  ftate  of  the  arts  and 

of  the  materials  would  allow  them  to  be  s  and  the 

churches  in  Paraguay  arc  really  very  beauttfuL 

Sacred  mufic,   that  awakened  their  fenfibiliry^ 

afiefking  hymns,  lively  paintings,  the  pomp  of 

ceremonies:    every  thing,  in  a  word,  confpired 

to  attra<5t,    and  to  detain   the  Indians  in  thefe 

places  of  divine  worlhip,  where  they  found  plea- 

iuVe  blended  with  the  exercifes  of  piety* 

Keafeostkat       It  fhould  fcem  that  men  muft  have  multiplied 

^tmcTdbe     confidcrably  under  a  government  where  none  were 

l^tLa^    idle,  or  fatigued  with  labour;   where  the  food 

wEwV""*    ^^^  ^^"^^  ^^  wholcfomenefs,  plenty,  and  quality 

AiflioAS.  for 
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for  all  the  citizens ;  where  every  one  was  convc-  *  ^  of  r 
niently  lodged  and  well  clothed ;.  where  the  aged 
and  the  fick,  the  widows  and  orphans,  were  afiifted 
in  a  manner  unknow'n  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
world ;  where  every  one  married  from  choice  and 
not  from  incereft,  and  where  a  number  of  chiU 
dren  was  confidered  as  a  bleffing,  and  could 
never  be  burdenfome:  where  dcbauchcrv,  thie 
neceflary  confequence  of  idlenefs^  which  equally 
corrupts  the  opulent  and  the  poor,  never  tended 
to  abridge  the  term  of  human  life ;  where  no- 
thing' ferved  to  excite  artificial  paflions,  or  con- 
tradidled  thofe  that  are  regulated  by  nature  and 
reafon  j  where  the  people  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  tradej  and  wtre  not  expofed  to  the  contagion  of 
vice  and  luxury ;  where  plentiful  magazines,  and  a 
friendly  intercourfe  betwen  nations,  united  in  the 
bonds  of  the  fame  religion,  were  a  fecurity  againft 
any  fcarcity  chat  might  happen  from  the  incon-* 
ftancy  or  inclemency  of  the  feafons ;  where  public 
juftice  had  never  been  reduced  to  the  cruel  necef- 
ficy  of  condemning  a  fingle  malefador  to  death, 
to  ignominy,  or  to  any  puniihment  of  long 
durations  where  the  very  namert  of  a  tax  01^  a 
law-fuit,  thofe  two  terrible  fcourges  which  every 
jwhere  elfe  a£Bidb  mankind,  were  unknow'n ;  fuch 
a  country  muft  naturally  be  expe<5ted  to  have  been 
the  moft  populous  in  the  world;  and  yet  it  was 
far  from  being  fo. 

This  empire,  which  began  in  the  year  16 10, 

extends  from  the  river  Parana,  which  runs,  into 

the  Paragua  under  the  aoth  degree  of  fouth  lati- 

Itu^Cj  to  the  Uragua  that  falls  into  the  fame  river 

,  ,  towards 
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•  yii?  ^  towards  the  34th  degree.  On  the  banks  of  thofe 
two  great  rivers,  which  defccnd  from  the  nioun>» 
tains  near  Brazil,  in  the  fertile  plains  that  lie 
between  them,  the  Jefuits  had  already,  in  1676^ 
fettled  twenty-two  colonies)  though  no  account 
hath  been  given  of  their  degree  of  population* 
In  1702,  there  were  twenty-nine,  confifting  in 
all  of  22,761  families,  which  amounted  to  89,491 
fouls.  No  account,  that  can  be  depended  upon^ 
ever  made  the  number  of  villages  amount  to 
more  than  thirty-two,  nor  that  of  the  inhabitants 
to  more  than  121,168. 

These  religious  Icgiflators  have  long  beeH 
fufpefted  of  concealing  the  number  of  their  fub^ 
jefts,  with  a  view  of  defrauding  Spain  of  the  tri* 
butc  thefe  people  had  voluntarily  fubmitted  to 
pay;  and  the  court  of  Madrid  hath  difcovered 
fome  anxiety  on  that  account.  Ait  exad  inquiry 
hath  difpelled  thofe  injurious  and  ill-grounded 
fufpicions.  Can  it  with  any  probability  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  a  fociety,  whofe  idol  was  always  glory, 
fhouid,  for  a  mean  and  fordid  intcreft,  facrifice  a 
fenfe  of  greatnefs,  adequate  to  the  m^efty  of  an 
eftablilhment  -they  were  forming  with  fo  much 
care  and  pains  ? 

Those  ^ho  were  too  well  acquainted  with  thfi 
genius  of  the  fociety,  to  charge  it  with  fuch  in- 
jurious and  illiberal  accufations,  hare  pretended 
that  the  number  of  the  Guaranis  did  not  increale, 
becaufe  they  perifhed  by  working  in  the  minesv 
This  accufatfon,  urged  above  a  hundred  years 
ago,  hath  been  propagated  by  the  fame  fpirit  of 
avarice,  envy,  and  malignity,  that  firft  invented 

it. 
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i^  The  greater  pains  the  Spanilh  miniftry  hatri 
employed  in  fearch  of  thcfe  hidden  treafures^  tht* 
more  they  have  been  convinfced  that  they  were  all 
chimerical.  If  the  Jefuits  had  difcovercd  any 
fuch  .treafures,  they  certainly  would  have  taken 
care  to  conceal  the  difc9very  j  which,  if  know'n, 
would  have  introduced  every  kind  of  vice  i  by 
which  their  empire  would  foon  have  been  fub- 
verted,  and  their  power  totally  dcftroyed. 

Others  are  qf  opinion  that  the  oppreffion  o( 
monkilh  government  mull  have  checked  the  po- 
pulation of  the  Guaranis.  But  oppreffion  con^ 
fifts  in  impofing  labour  and  exafbing  tribute 
by  compulfion ;  in  arbitrary  levies  of  men  or 
money  to  fupply  armies  and  fleets,  deftined  for 
deftruftion^.  in  the  violent  execution  of  laws 
made  without  the  confent  of  the  people,  and  con- 
trary to  the  rcmonftrances  of  the  magiftrates  |  in 
the  violation  ^of  public,  and  the  eftablifhment  of 
private  privileges  in  the  inconfiftcncy  of  the 
principles  of  an  authority,  which,  under  pretence 
of  being  founded  by  divine  will  on  the  righc  of 
the  fword,  lays  claim  to  every  thing  by  the  one, 
and  commands  every  thing  by. the  others  which 
makes  ufe  of  force  to  eftablifh  religioni  and  of 
religion  to  influence  the  decifions  of  juftice:  this 
is  oppfeffion.  But  it  can  hever  cxift>  where  every 
aftion  is  the  refult  of  voluntary  fubmiffion,  and 
proceeds  from  inclination  founded  on  conviction^ 
and  where  nothing  is  done  but  from  choice  and 
full  approbation*  This  is  that  gentle  fway  of 
opiniooi  the  only  one,  perhaps,  that  it  is  lawful 
for  one  man  to  exercife  over  an9ther>  becaufe  ic 

Vol.  IV.  R  makea 
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^  Via.  ^  n^akes  thofe  people  happy  who  fubmit  to  it# 
Such)  unckHibcedly,  was  that  of  the  Jefuics  in 
Paraguay,  fince  whole  nations  came  voluntarily 
to  incorporate  themfelvcs  into  their  government^ 
and  none  have  ever  throw'n  off  the  yoke.  Ic 
cannot  be  pretended  that  fifty  miffionaries  could 
have  been  able  to  compel  a  hundred  thoufaod 
Indians  to  be  their  flaves>  who  had  it  in  their 
power  either  to  ma0acre  their  priefts^  or  to  take 
f efuge  in  the  deferts*  This  ftrange  paradox  would 
be  equally  reje6ted  by  men  of  a  fanguine  or  of  a 
credulous  difpofition. 

Some  perfons  have  fufpeded  that  the  J-efuita 
had  propagated  that  love  of  celibacy  among 
their  people,  which  was  fo  prevalent  in  Europe 
in  the  dark  ages  of  ignorance,  and  is  not  yet 
entirely  eradicated,  notwithftanding  it  hath  con«^ 
ftantly  been  urged  how  contrary  it  is  to  nature^ 
reafon,  and  fociety.  ^But  this  opinion  is  entirely 
without  foundation.  The  miflfionariefi  have  never 
even  given  any  idea  to  their  converts,  of  a 
fup\crftition  which  was  totally  improper  and 
inconfiftent  with  the  climate^  and  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  prejudice  them  againfl:  their 
beil  inftitutions,  or  to  defeat  the  defign  of 
them. 

PoLiTi-ciANs  have  further  efideavoured  to  act- 
count  for  the  want  of  population  among  the 
Guaranis,  from  their  having  no  property^  The 
idea  under  which  we  Confider  property,  namely 
as  a  fource  of  the  increafe  both  of  men  and  iiib* 
fiftence,  is  an  unqueftiottable  truth ;  but  fuch  is 
'the  fate  of  the  beft  inftitutions,  that  ouf  erfons 
*  -  . .  #wiil 
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will  ofreri  threaten  theit*  deftruftion.  Under  the 
law  of  propertyi  when  it  is  attended  ^Vith  avafice, 
ambition>  luxury^  a  nnultitudc  of  imaginary 
Vrants>  and*  various  bther  irregularities  arifing 
'  from  the  imperfeftions  of  our  governmentsi  and 
from  the  bounds  of  our  poffeliionsj  cither  too 
confined,  tor  tdo  extended,  prevent,  at  the  fame 
time,  both  the  fertility  of  our  lands  and  the 
increafe  of  our  fpecies*  Thefe  ihconveriiencies 
cxiftcd  not  in  Paraguay*  All  were  fure  of  fub- 
fiftencej  confcquently  all  enjoyed  the  greit  ad- 
vantages of  property,  though  deprived,  in  a  ftriffc 
fenfe,  of  the  right  to  it*  This  privation  cannot 
juftly  be  confidered  as  the  re&fon  that  hath  im- 
impeded  the  progrefs  of  population  among 
them. 

A  ^ifeR(5ENARY  writer,  or  one  who  is  blinded 
by  his  hatredi  hath  ventured  to  publifti^  lately^ 
in  the  face  df  the  whole  univerfci  that  the  terri- 
tory occupied  by  the  Guaranii  could  not  fubfift 
more  than  the  nunntber  of  men  who  exffted  upon 

.  it,  and  that  their  miffionaries,  rather  than  fufFef 
them  to  extend  themfelvcs  fo  as  to  have  an  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  Spariiardsi  had  themfelves 
flopped    the   progfefs    of  population,    by   per- 

^fuading,  as  it  is  faid,  their  converts  to  let  theit 
children  perifli,  becaufc  they  would  be  fo  miny 
beings  predefined  to  falvation,  and'  fo  many 
proteftors  to  them..  Man  or  devil!  whichever 
thou  art,'  haft  thou  reflefled  upc^n  the  aft'rbcio^f- 
tiefe,'  and  the  extravagance  of  thy  ^ccufactott  ? 
Haft  thbiiany  idea  of  the  infult  thou  haft  offered 
to  thy  rjulf  r§,  ami*  to  thy  fellow-eitixcns,  vn  fbp- 

R-'i  pofing 
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poHng  that  thou  (hould ft  obtain  their  favour  or 
their  cftcem  by  fuch  afperfions  ?  How  much  mufl: 
thy  nation  have  degenerated  fronn  the  dignity 
and  generoficy  of  it's  charader,  if  it  did  not  par- 
take of  my  indignation  upon  this  occafion  I 

To  the  chimerical  notions  we  have  been  re- 
futing, let  us  endeavour  to  fubftitute  the  real, 
or  the  probable  caufcs  of  this  deficiency  of  popu- 
lation. 

First,  the  Portuguefe  of 'St.  Paul,  in  163 1, 
deftroycd  twelve  or  thirteen  communities  in  the 
province  of  Guayra,  bordering  upon  Brazil. 
Thefe  ruffians,  whofe  number  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fcventy-five,  could 
not  indeed  bring  away  more  than  nine  hundred 
of  the  twenty-two  thoufand  Guaranis  that  com- 
pofed  .this  rifing  colony :  but  feveral  of  them 
were  deftroyed  by  mifcry,  and  by  the  fword. , 
Several  of  them  returned  to  their  favage  life. 
Scarce  twelve  thoufand  of  them  efcapcd  upon  the 
borders  of  the  Parana  and  of  the  Uruguay,  where 
it  had  been  refolved  to  fix  them. 

The  paffion  which  the  devaftators  had  for 
making  Qaves  was  not  ftifled  by  this  emigration. 
They  purfaed  their  timid  viftims  into  their  new 
afylums  and,  in  procefs  of  time,  would  have 
dilperfed,  enflaved,  or  affaffinated  all  of  them, 
unlefs  the  Indians  could  be  fupplied  with  arms 
finiilar  to  thofe  of  their  aggreflbrs. 

It  was  a  nice  matter  to  make  this  propofal : 
for  it  was  a  maxim  with  Spain  not  to  .introduce 
the  ufe  of  fire-arms  among  the  antient  inhabit- 
ants of  the,  other  hemifphcrc,  in  the  apprchen- 

fion 
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fion  that  they  might  one  day  ufe  them  themfelves  ^  ^  oX 
to  recover  their  primitivfe  rights.  The  Jefuits 
approved  of  this  prcfcaution,  as  being  neceflary 
with  nations  whofc  fubjcftioh  w.ais  compelled  r 
but  they  judged  it  to  be  ufdefs  with  people,  who 
were  freely  attached  to  the  kings  of  Spain  by 
fuch  eafy  bands,  that  they  could  be  under  no* 
temptation  of  breaking  them.  The  arguments 
or  the  folicitatiofis  of '  the  miflSbnaries  prevailed 
over  oppofltion  and  prejudice.  In  1639  fi*'^"' 
locks  were  given  to  -  the  Guaranis,  and  this  fa- 
vour delivered  them  for  ever  from  the  grcateft  of 
dangers  they  could  incur; 

This  caufe  of  deftruftion  was  fucceedcd  by 
others  of  a  more  obfcurc  nature.  The  cuftom 
had  prevailed,  to  fend  annually,  to  the  diftance 
of  two  or  three  hundred  leagues  from  their  fron- 
tiers, fonle  of  the  inhabitants^  of  the  villages  to 
colled  the  herb  of  Paraguay,  for  which  they 
were  know'n  to  have  an  unfurmoqntablc  defire. 
In  thefe  long  and  fatiguing  journies,  fevcral  of 
them  perilhed  with  hunger  and  fatigue.  Some- 
times, during  their  abfcnce,  their  plantations, 
deprived  of  moft  of  their  defenders,  were  laid 
wafte  by  wandering  favagcs.  Thefe  defcfts 
were  fcarce  correfted  before  the  miffions  were 
afflifted  with  a  new  calamity. 

Am  unfortunate  concurrence  of  circumftances 
brought  among  them  the  fmall-pofx  j  the  baneful 
influence  of  which,  was  more  dcftrudive  in  this 
diftrift  than  in  the  reft  of  the  New  World. 
•  This  contagion  did  not  dimijiilh,  and  continued 
uninterruptedly  to  heap  one  victiai  upon  ano- 
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BOOK  thcr.    Were  the  Jcfuits  ignorant  of  tl^e  folutj^ry. 

'_    ^'  '  effects  of  inoculatioQ  upon  the  borders  of  the 

Amazon^  or  did  they,  froni  mioitivcs  of  fuperfti^ 

tioDf  decline  to  adopt  a  pradice,  thea^^^t^gcs 

pf  which  arp  fo  well  afceruinM  i 

But  it  wqs  the  climate  whk:b  more  particularly 
{lopped  (he  progrcfs  of  population  ^n^oog  the 
Guaranis.     The  country  thf;y  occupied,  chiefly 
on  the  Parana,  was  ho(,  danip>  and  mQcSwtly 
covered  with  thick  and  inomqveable  fogs.    Tbeie 
vapours  gave  rife,  in  every  feafon^  to  contagious 
diforders  j   and  tbcfe  c^laf^ties  were  aggravated 
by  the  propenfities  of  the  iBh^l>itaj;it3ii   .Inbcrit- 
i^ng  the  voracious  appetites  .which  thev*  fathers 
had  brought  with  thena.  froiUj  the  midft  of  the. 
foreft,  they  fed  upon  green  fruit,  aa4  ^c  swat; 
that  was  aloioft  raw,  while  neither  reafpr^,  nor. 
^utbptity,  nor  experience,  could  root  out   tbefc 
ipveferate  habits.     The  mafs  of  blood  be/ng  thfus^ 
corrupted  by  the  air  and  hy  the  food,  it  was  i«?- 
poffible  that  a  nuoicrous  and  iong-lived  offspring 
(hpuld  be  produced, 
fxamifii-         Iir  order  to  infure  the  felicity  of  thc.Guaranis, 

tion  of  the  i_     ^  i     •  i_  •     i       i  i      • 

Tcpfotch€»  whatever  their  nunriqer  were,  or  ttiight  be,  their 
'jmTcIII  inftitqtors.  had  originally  fettled  with  the  qourt  of 
«rning  Ma4rid,  that  thefe  people  (hould  never  be  emr 
fionp.  ployed  in  the  labours  of  the  mines,  qor  fiubjefted 

to  any  valTalage.  They  foon,  fqund  that  this 
firft  ftipulation  was  not  fufficient  to  procure 
tranqpillity  to  the  new  republics,  and  occafioned 
it  to  be  decreed,  that  the  Spaniards  (hoqld  be  ex- 
cluded from,  them,  under  whatever  denomination 
they  prefentpd  tb?nofelyes,     They  forefaw,  that  if 

they 
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they  w«ft  admitted  as  traders,  or  even  ais  tra-  b  <>  o  k 
vellerst  they  would  excite  commotions  in  thofe 
peaceable  recreacs>  and  would  introduce  vice  and 
every  fpecies  of  corruption.  .  Thefe  rapacious 
and  d'eftruftivc  conqucriors  were  the  rtiore  of- 
fended at  thefe  meafur^Sy  as  they  were  upprqvcd 
by  prikienc  fnen.  Their  refentmeot  br^ke  qut  ia 
imputations^  for  whitzh  tberk  was.M  .^parcntj^ 
and^  perhaps,  a  real  foundation. 

Th*  *mi(&onaries  traded  for  the  nation.  They 
fent  to  fiiienos-Ayres  wax,  tobacco,  bides,  cot-» 
ton  both  raw  and  fpurt,  ^nd  received  in  ex- 
change, vafes  and  ornaments  for  the  temples; 
iron,  atms,  toys,  fome  European  commodities 
that  were  not  manufaftured  in  the  cMony>.  and 
hletals-defighed  foi*  the  payment  45f  the  tribute 
dufe  frbrti  the  maldf- Indians 'from  twenty -to  fifty 
years'  oT  age.  As  far  as  it  is  poflibte  to  judged 
and  penetrate  into  the  rnyftery  which  hatlh  ad  ways 
furrounded  thefe  objcdis,  the  want&  of  the  date 
did  net  {ibforb  the  entire  profit  of  thfc  fafe^.  The 
'  reft  w^s  fecreted  for  the  bcaefit  of  the  .  Jefuits^ 
Accordingly,  they  were  traduced  i& :  dil  pc^rts  of 
the  ^«^rld  tfs  a  ibciety  of  merchants,  whd,  undes* 
the  veil  of  religion,  attended  only  to  their  own 
fordid  intercih,  ; 

This  cenfure  could  not  falLupon  the  firft 
founders  ^f  Paraguay.  :  The  defcrts  through 
wffich  they  travelled,  afforded  neither  gold  nor 
mercsthtile  commodities*  In  thefe  they  only  met 
whh  forefts,  ftrpents,  and  moraficaj  fometiines 
they  periflied,  or  were  expofed  to  the  tboQi  fevere 
torments,  and  ialways  to  otceffive  fatigue.    The 
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*P  ^  ?^  hardfhips  they  cndwcd  with  fo  much  patience, 
^nd  the  pains  they  took  to  induce  the  favages  to 
quit  their  roving  life,  arc  not  to  be  conceived. 
They  never  entertained  the. idea  of  appropriating 
to  themfelves  the  produce  of  a  land,  which 
their  care  only  prevented  from  being  a  haunt  of 
wild  beaftfi.  Their  fucceflbrs  may  probably  have, 
been  situated  by  lefs  npble  and  difmterefted 
views  i  probably  they  might  feek  fin  increafe  oC 
fortune  and  power,  where  they  ought  to  have 
only  jbught  the  glory  of  Chriftiaiuty-  ^t^  the 
good  of  mankind.  It  was  certainly  ^  -grqat  crimp 
to  rob  the  people  of  Anf>enca,  |n:  order  p  apquire, 
confequence  ii)  Europe,  and  to  increafe  oyer  the 
whole  world,  an  influence  already  tqp  dangerous, 
If  any  thing  could  din^inilh  pur  abhorrence  of  fq 
great  n  crime,  it  is,  thai  (he  happii^els  qf  tbq 
Indians  was  nev^r  affc<^d  by  it.  They  never 
appeared  to  dcfire  any  thing  beyond  thof^  cpnve^ 
niencies  which  they  generally  enjoyed, 

Thosb  who  have  not  accufed  the  Jefuifs  of 
avarice,  have  ccnfured  their  inftitucions  in  Pa- 
raguay, as  being  the  effcft  of  blind  fupcrftition. 
If  our  idea  of  fuperftition  be  the  true  one,  it 
retards  the  prqgrefs  of  popul^ioii ;  it  4cvotcs  to 
ufelefs  ceremonies  the  time  that  ihould  bp  emr 
ployed  in  the. labours  of  fpciejy  5  it  deprives  the 
laborious  man  of  his  property,  to  enrich  the  in- 
dolent and  dangerous  reclufe  1  .i(  propnpt^s  dif«» 
cord  and  civil  wars  for  thing?  of  little  fnoment; 
it  gives  the.fignal  for  rcYolt  in  the  name  pf  God; 
it  frees  itis  minifters  from  obediencjs  to  the  lawsi 
tnd  froqi  thp. dirties  pf  fociety:    in  a  word,  \t 
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makes  the  peopic  rniferablc,  md  arms  the  wicked  •  ^J^  ^ 
;againft  the  virtuous*     Have ,  ariy  of  jhcfe  cala- 
mities  been    found    among   the   Guaranis?    If 
tiieir  happy  in^itutipns  be  the  efFcft  of  fuperfti* 
tic^y  this  is  the  only  inftance  in  which  it  ever  was. 
beneficial  to  mankiad* 

•  Politicians,  who  are  ever  reftlefs  and  fufpi-* 
cibus,  feemed  to  be  appreheniive  that  the  repirf>» 
lies  formed  by  the  Jefuits  might  one  day  de- 
tach:  thcmfelves ,  ftom  the  power  under  the  pro- 
te&ion  of  which  they  had  been  raifed.  The  in- 
habitants appeared  to  them  as  the  beft  difciplined 
ibldiers of:tbe NewHtmifphere,  They  confidered 
them  aSx.obedient  from*  a  principle  of  religion^ 
^dde^  tQ  thf  energy  pf  their  new  manner^,  and  as 
Qghtipg  with  the/a|ne  zeal  that  brought  fo  many; 
martyrs  ,to  the  fq^pld,  and  overthrew  fo  many;^ 
empires  by  the  arms  of  the  followers  of  Wodia. 
^nd  Mohammed.  But  it  was  their  form  o£ 
gDvernrpfpp  which  particularly  excited  their 
alarms^ 

|?f  antient  forms  of  government,  civil  and  reli-, 
gipus  ^uthprity,  which  are  derived  from*  th^  lame 
fource,  and  t^nd  Xq  the  fame  end,  have  always 
beep  united  |  or  the^pne  h^^h  t)fen  fo  fubfervient 
tp  the  other,  thap  t))p  people  could  not  venture  to 
feparate  them  ip  idea,  and  were  equally  kept  in 
awe  by  bqth.  pjiriftianity  introduced  another 
kind  of  fpirit  in  Europe,  ar^d  formcd>  at  it's.firfl: 
origin,  a  fecret  rjyalfhip  between  thcfe  jwo 
pbwers,  the  one  of  arms,  the  other  of  opinion, 
f  his  difpofitipn  manifefted  itfelf  particukrly  whep 
(he  barbarous  nations  of  the  norph  fxia^e  incuiF* 

fions 


Z50 


mSTOkV  OF  fiE*rTLEW[fiI*TSf  AND  TR^ADE 


*  vfn. '^  fions  upon  the  Roman  empire.  iThc  Ctiriftians, 
perfecuted  by  the  heathen  emperors,-  h^ftencd  to 
implore  the  afliftance  of  theft  foreigfters  agamO: 
oppreffion.  They  preached  to  thefe  donquerors  21 
new  ff&tm  of  religioiH  ^hich  <g»joined  to  them 
as  a  duty  to  extirpate  the  eftibMstd  one  j  an<i^ 
they  demanded  the  ruins  of  the.tepoplesi  in  order 
to  eredl  their  dwn  fmduartes  jupon  thefe  magni^ 
ficent  fpoils.  V.      . 

The  favages  freely  difpofedof  What  was  noc 
their  property }  they  facrificedita^Ghriltianiiy  all 
it's  enemies  and  their  own  f  chey  feteed  aponi  the 
pcrfons  of  men  and  upon  their  landsi  and  di(t#i*- 
buted  fomc  of  them  to  the  church.  They  de*** 
manded  tribute ;  but  ^xemptdd  the^  tl^^J  frWrt^ 
it,  becaufc  they  countenanced  their  ufurpatiohs. 
Noblemen  became  priefts,  and  priefts  obtaihe^ 
the  rank  of  nobHity.  The  great  cbnnefted  the 
privileges  of  their  birth  with  that  of  the  prieft- 
hood  which  they  embraced.  '  Tfie  bi(hbps  im^^ 
printed  the  feal  of  religion  on  the  domains  they 
poflcfled.  From  this  mixture  arid  confufioii  of 
birth  with  high  ftations,  of  titles  with  eftates",  and 
of  perfons  with  things,  fprarig  up  a  rtionffrous 
power,  which,  from  the  ■  firft,  endeavoured  to 
eftablilh  itfelf  as  diftinft  from  the  only  true  au* 
thority,  which  is,  that  of  government ;  9  powef^ 
which  afterwards  attempted  even  to  faifc  itfelf 
above  governmeTit  -,  but  having  been  unfuccefsful 
in  the  attempt,  hath  fince  fubmitted  to  feparate 
irfelf  from  it,  and  to  exert  it's  authority  in  fecret 
Over  thofe  who  were  willing  to  acknowlege  it. 
Thefe  two  powers  have  been  always  fb  much  at 
•  variance, 
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variaiKCjj  that  tjiey  have  conftadtly  4iftwbe4:  the  ^  %j^  ^ 
faiirfnony  oTaU  ^ac«s»  •  ..  ^ry-  H 

,  THit.  J^fHite  of  Paraguay,  nrhd  were  wcU  ac* 
Quainj^ed  mih  (bi s .  fource  of  dhrifioiij  hare  been 
yarned  by  the  mfthiei  ciie&r  fpcicty  hath  ofcieiir 
dwkt  \ri  E^iropc  aod  haTc  exerted  theinfdires  c# 
pf0tivH6  the  fmI  happiocfe  ,  of  America.  The/ 
ib^ve  uikktd  b^hk  pQWcr3:  in  :Qnci  which:  g.ave' 
theoi  fbe  ^filkiS;  ditpofal.  of  the  thoiigbfta,  aflf^c* 
tipps,  and  f5i9ulii6^,of  their:q^r?rc*.      .     v  ..  :. 

. .  Did  fuphi  ,a  ^fyftwi ,  of  gpv»iHiient  r^ndtf-^  K^c 
kgii^toF^  fofOiiiidabl^  ?    S^me.  f>ci^n»  ijhou^t  fa  were  happ^r 
in  the  New  W0rlf^i  aAd  thi^  >QpiRiQn  was.  much  miffioos* 
ippre  pcevalfirt  i»  the  qld  one ::  but  in  all  part^^i  fhttThey' 
the  neceffary  inlbrraation  wi$c  wanting  to  decide  '^^'hc^H^.^' 
the  pQJfit,     The  readinefe,  perhaps  uncxpe&ed,  g»fl*tori> 
wich  which  thd  mifiionarics  hi^ine  evacuated  what 
va$.  Mlkd, their  en^re^  baclxikeincd  to  fhei^thae 
ib€^  were  incapxbiie  of  roaiotaihing  tbemfdws:  ii» 
\^.  They  liavc  eiieo  been  lefs  regretted  there  cfaaa 
it  was  thougkt  they  would  be.  It  is  not  that  thefe 
people  had  amy  caufe  to  complaan  of  the  ncgli* 
gence  or  feverity  of  their  kaders.  An  indi&rence 
fi>  extraordii^ary,  proceeded  undoubtedly  from  tho 
wearilbmeiieft  which  thefe  A^eficans^  apparently 
^  happy^  n>uflf  have   experSsnced^   during  the 
courfe  of  a*  life  too  uniform-  not  to  be  languid^ 
wd  under  a  govei'nnient  which,  when  confidered) 
in  it's  true  point  of  view,  re£niibled  rather  a  re- 
ligious cominunity  than  apolitical  inftitution. 

How  was  it  pofiible  diat  a  whole  nation  ihould 
}ive  without  rtlii£tance  under  the  reftraint  of  an 
gifftere  )aw,  which  is  not  capable  of  fubjeding  a 

fmall 
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fmall  number  :of  Jtien,  although  they  may  have 
put  thcmfclves  under  it's  controul  from  a  fpirit  of 
enthufiafm^  and  from  the  molt  fublime  motiyesj 
without  inrpiring  them  with  melancholy^  and 
without  fowering  their  tempers?  The  Guaranis 
were  aipecies  of  monks i  and  there  is  not^  per-' 
haps,  a  finglemonk,  who  atfome:time  or  other 
hath  not  detefted  his.  habit.  Their  duties  were 
tyranically  enforced^  no  fault  efcaped  punilhment^ 
and  order  eftablifiied  it's  controul  in  the  midit  oif 
pleadires*  The  Guaranis,  whofe  conduft  was 
clofely  infpefled  even  in  their  amufements,  could 
not  give  themfelves  up  to^  any  kind  of  excefs. 
Noify  mirth  and  freedom  were  baniflied .  from 
thefe  melancholy  feftivals.  Thefe  manners  were 
too  auftere.  The  ftate  of  equality  to  which  thefe 
people  were  reduced,  and  from  which  it  was  im« 
poffible  they  ihould  raife  themfelves,  expelled 
every  kind  of  emulatioh  from  among  them.  One 
Guaranis  had  no  fort  of  motive  to  induce  him  to 
excel  another. . .  He.  had  a£i:ed  fufiiciently  well, 
when  there  was  no  caufe  of  complaint  againil 
him,  and  when  .he  could  not  be.  punifhed  for 
having  done  ill.  Did  not  alfo  the  privation  of 
all  property  exert  fome  influence  over  the  mofl: 
tender  connc^lions  ?  It  is  not  enough  for  the 
bappinefs  of  man,  that  he  ihould  have  what  is 
fufficient  for  him  s  he  muft  alfo  h^ve  fomcthing. 
to  beftow.  A  Guaranis  jcould  not  be  a  bcnefaftor 
to  his  wife,  his  children,  his  relations,  his  friends,, 
or  his  countrymen  J  neither  could  any  of  thefe  do 
good  for  him.  He  felt  no  kind  of  appetency.  If 
he  was  withpyi;  vice^  he  w^s  alfo  without  virtue  i 

he 
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he  neither  loved  nor  was  beloved.    A  Guaranis,  *  ^^JJ  ^ 

with  paflions>  would  have  been  the  moft  wretched  ^.^y^w 
of  beings  5  and  a  man  without  them  cxifts  not, 
either  in  the  midfl:  of  forefts,  in  fociety,  or  in  a 
celL  There  is  no  palEon  but  that  of  love,  which, 
being  irritated  and  increafed  by  rdftraint,  could 
poffibly  find  it*s  advantiage  in  tl^em.  But  can  it 
be  fuppofed  that  the  Guaranis  retained  nothing  of 
the  fenfe  of  their  favage  ftate  of  liberty  ?  Let  the 
reader  take  no  account  of  what  hath  been  written, 
and  reilcdt  only  upon  the  few  lines  I  now  (hall 
add.  The  Guaranis  had  never  any  thing  but  very 
confufed  ideas  of  what  they  owed  to  the  care  of 
their  legiflators,  while  they,  in  the  moft  lively 
manner,  were  continually  fenfible  of  their  defpot- 
ifm.  At  the  time  that  they  were  expelled,  thefe 
people  readily  perfuaded  themfel ves  that  they 
ihould  be  free,  and  that  theiir  happinefs  would 
not  be  diminifhed  by  it.  All  kind  of  authority' 
is  more  or  lefs  odious ;  and  this  is  the  reafon  why 
all  mafters,  without  exception,  are  paid  with  in- 
gratitude from  their  fervants. 

When  the  miflions  of  Paraguay  were  taken  Preiimfnary 
put  of  the  hands  of  the  Jefuits  in  1768,  they  were  by^*hl*wwt 
arrived,  perhaps,  to  the  higheft  degree  of  civili-  °he\^o!cro.' 
zation  to  which  it  is  poflible  to  bring  recent  na-  J?«»^  «f 
tions,  and  which  was  certainly  very  fuperior  to  fiom. 
every  thing  that  exifted  in  the  reft  of  the  New 
Hemifphf  re.  -  The  laws  were  obfcrved  5  an  cxaft 
police  was  eftablifiicd ;  the  manners  were  pure ; 
^nd  all  the  inhabitants  were  united  by  brotherly 
love.     All  the  arts  of  neceflity  were  improved, 
and  fome  of  thofe  of  luxury  were  know'n.  Plenty 
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•  vm  ^  ^^^  univcrCil,  afftd  the  pubKc  ftores  Were  filled- 
The  number  of  horned  cattle  announted  to  fcvcn 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  fifty*threef  that  of  mules  and  horfes^  to 
ninety-'four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty^ 
three;  and  that  of  Iheep  to  two  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty^^ 
fcvcn,  without  reckoning  other  domeftic  anim^h^ 
AuTHORity,  which  had  been  hitherto  conccn-^ 
trated  in  the  fame  hands,  was  divided.  A^  chief, 
to  whom  three  lieutenants  were  given ^  was  charged 
with  the  government  of  thtf  country*  Every 
thing  that  concerned  religion  was  committed  to 
the  care  of  the  monks  of  the  orders  of  Saint  Do* 
minick.  Saint  Francisi  and  La  Merci, 

This  is  the  only  change  that  hath  been  hitherto 
made  in  the  former  arrangements.  The  court  of 
Madrid  certainly  wifhed  to  examine,  whether  the 
order  that  was  eftablilhcd  was  to  be  maintained 
or  altered?  Attempts  have  been  made  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  withdraw  the  Guaranis  from  a  dif- 
tri6t  rather  unwholefome,  and  not  fufficiently 
fertilci  in  order  to  people  with  them  the  uninha- 
bited borders  bf  the  Rio  Piata^  from  Buenos-^ 
Ayres  to  Affumption.  If  this  plan  be  adopted^ 
and  that  the  people  ftlould  refufc  to  quit  the  land 
of  their  farefathers,  they  will  be  reduced  to  th^ 
neceffity  of  difperfing  themfelves  i  if  they  Ihould 
accede  to  the  views  of  Spiin,  they  will  no^  longer 
form  a  national  body.  Whatever  may  happeni 
the  moil  b<rautiful  edifice  that  has  been  raifed  m 
the  New  World  will  be  overthrow'n* 
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But  this  h  enough,  and  perhaps  too  much,  ^  ^ JJ^  ^ 
tipon  the  circumftances  ^od  revolutions,  more  or  )  J  '--^^ 
lefs  important,  which  have  agitated  Spaniflx  Ame- 
rica during  the  courfe  of  three  centuries*  It  is 
time  to  afcend  to  the  principles  which  direded 
the  foundation  of  this  great  empire^  and  to 
trace,  without  malignity  as  without  flattery,  the 
confequenccs  of  a  fyftem  of  which  antiquity  hath 
not  left,  and  could  not  poffibly  leave,  any  modeL 
We  ihall  begin,  by  giving  an  account  of  the  fe* 
veral  fpecies  of  men  which  arc  at  prefent  col- 
le£ted  in  this  immenfe  region. 

Wfi  (hail  not  reckon  among  the  inhabitants  feopUwint 
of  the  New  Hemifphcre,  either  the  commanders  n^AAmc^ 
who  are  commiflioncd  to  give  them  laws,  or  the  ftJ^J*^/^^ 
troops  deftined  to  protect  and  contain  them,  oi"  ^»^^d»^ 
the  merchants  employed  in  fupplying  tbeif  wants. 
Thefe  fevcral  orders  of  men  do  not  fctde  in  Am^- 
rica,  but  return  all  of  them  to  Europe  after  i 
fliorter  or  a  longer  ftay.  Among  the  perfons  fent 
by  public  authority^  there  are  fcarce  any  except 
a  few  magiftrates,  and  a  few  fubaltern  direftors, 
who  fix  thcmfelves  in  thefe  diftant  regions.  The 
law  prohibits  every  citizen  from  going  there 
livithoiit  the  confent  of  government  j  but  men 
who  are  know^n,€ii61y  obtain  this  permilBon,  and 
obfture  perfons  frequently  go  there  ciandeftinely- 
Individuals  are  powerfully  ftimulated  to  this  emi- 
gration j  by. the  hppe  of  making  a  large  fortuncj^ 
jSnd  fometimes,  alfo^  by  the  certainty  of  acquiridg 
a  degree  of  confideration  which  they  would  no|: 
fcare  enjoyed  in  the  place  of  their  origin.  It  i>| 
fudkienc  (q  i^e  b^rn^  in  Spain^  to  abtain  difliio- 
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guilhcd  marks  of  refpeft ;  but  this  advantage  is 
not  tranfmittcd;  The  children  thftt  are  brought 
forih  in  this  other  World  are  not  hbnolired  with 
the  name  of  Cbapetims^  as  their  fathers  were  i  the/ 
are  fimply  called  Creoles* 

TU  This  is  the  name  given'  to  thofc  who  are  of 

Spanilh  iffue  in  the  New  Hemifpherei  Many  of 
them  defcend  from  the  firft  conquerors,  or  theii^ 
immediate  fucccflbrs ;  and  others  hare  had 'illiif- 
trious  anceftors.  Mod  of  them  have  purchafed 
Or  obtained  diftinguilhed  titles ;  but  few  of  them 
have  dircdlcd  the  great  fprings  of  governt^ent.^ 
Whether  the  court  thought  them  incapable  of  ap- 
plication, eir  whether  they  were  apprehenfivd 
they  ftiould  prefer  the  intereft  of  their  owfi  to  that 
of  the  mother- country,  they  excluded  them  early 
from  pbces  of  truft,  and  feldom  deviated  from 
this  fyftem,  whether  it  were  a  proper,  or  an 
improper  on'e.  This  contempt,  or  this  miftruft^ 
difcouraged  them,  and  they  loft,  in  the  vices 
arifing  from  idlenefs,  from  the  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  from  the  abundance  of  all  things^ 
the  remainder  of  that  elevation  of  mind,  of  which 
fuch  great  examples  had  been  left  them.  A  bar- 
barous luxury,  pleafures  of  a  fhameful  kind,  a 
ftupid  fuperftition,  and  romantic  intrigues,  com-» 
pleted  the  degradaj:i6n  of  their  charafter^  One 
road  ftill  remained  open  to  the  ambition  of  thefe 
colpnifts  who  are  in  fome  meafure  profcribed 
upon  their  native  land.  The  court,  the  army, 
the  courts  of  juftice,  and  the  church,  are  purfuits 
of  greater  or  lefs  eftimation  in  Spain,  which  they 
jare  at  liberty  to  follow.  A  very  fnoall  number, 
'         .  !  ^  however. 
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nowcvcfi  have  entered  into  themi  either  becaufc  ^  vin.  ^ 
their  minds  are  entirely  corrupted^  or  becaufe  the  u-  ^^-  ^ 
di (lance  renders  the  accefs  to  them  difficult. 
Some  of  lefs  diftinguifhed  birth  have  turned, 
even  in  America,  their  activity  and  their  faculties 
to  the  great  operations  of  trade  >  and  thefe  have 
been  the  moft  prudent  and  the  mod  ufeful. 

The  fimefuperiority  which  the  Chapetons  af-  ^*.*^'^* 
fedled  over  the  Creoles^  the  latter  aflumed  over 
theMeftees.  Thefe  are  the  race  proceeding  from 
a  European  with  an  Indian  woman;  The  Spa- 
niards, who,  at  the  firft;  period  of  the  difcovery, 
landed  in  the  New  World,  had  no  women  with 
them.  Some  of  the  moll:  conQderable  of  them 
waited  till  women  were  fent  from  Europe.  Moft 
of  them  plighted  their  faith  to  the  moft  diftin- 
gui(hedi  or  the  moft  agreeable  girh  of  the  coun- 
try.  Frequently  even  they  became  mothers 
without  being  married.  The  law  ordained,  that 
thefe  children,  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  (hould 
enjoy  the  fame  privileges  as  their  fathers;  but 
prejudice  placed  theili  in  a  lower  rank.  It  is 
fcarcely  till  after  three  generations^  that  is  to  fay, 
when  their  complexion  differs  in  nothing  frbm 
that  of  the  white  men,  who  are  all,  very  dark,  that 
in  the  ordinary  dourfc  ot  civil  life,  they  are 
treated  as  the  other  Creoles  are.  Before  they  can 
attain  to  fo  flattering  an  equality,  thefe  M^ftees^ 
who  are  every  where  very  numerous^  and  whofe 
fpecies  is  uninterruptedly  renewed,  were  moftly 
employed  in  the  mechanic  arts,  and  in  the  mi- 
nuter  details  of  trade.  When  they  have  acquired 
a  greater  fhare  of  dignity,  they  arc  ftill  obliged  to 
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continue  the  fame  labours,  till  fome  fortunate  al^ 
^"■■>   ^  liance,  or  fome  particular  circumftance,  enables 
them  to  pafs  their  ufelef^  days  in  pleafure  and 
idlenefs. 

Jr!!l.^**  Scarce  ha(^  the  New  World  been  difcovered, 

when  Negroes  were  brought  into  it,  in  1503. 
Eight  years  afterwards,  a  greater  number  of  them 
was  introduced,  becaufe  experience  had  fhcw'n, 
that  they  were  infinitely  better  calculated  for  all 
the  labours  than  the  natives  of  the  country.  The 
government  foon  prohibited  them,  from  an  appre- 
henfion  that  they  would  corrupt  the  Americans, 
jtnd  incite  them  to  revolf.  Las  Cafas,  who  was 
deficient  in  proper  notions  concerning  the  rights 
of  mankind,  but  who  was  inceffantlf  employed 
in  the  relief  of  the  Indians,  to  whom  he  was  at- 
tached, obtained  the  revocation  of  a  law,  which 
he  thought  would  be  injurious  to  them.  CharlesV. 
permitted,  in  15 17,  that  four  thoufand  of  thefe 
flaves  (hould  be  conveyed  into  the  Spanilh  colo- 
nies i  and  the  Flemifh  courtier  who  had  obtained 
the  profit  of  this  traffic,  fold  his  privilege  to  the 
Genoefe. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  grant,  this  vile  com- 
merce ceafed  almoft  entirely  j  but  the  Portuguefe 
having  become  fubjefts  of  the  court  of  Madridy 
revived  it.  It  fell  again,  after  thefe  people  had 
fhaken  off  the  yoke  which  they  bore  with  fo 
much  impatience  j  and  did  not  recover  any  afti- 
vity,  till  the  two  nations  came  to  be  upon  better 
terms  with  each  other.  At  length,  the  fubjefts 
of  the  court  of  Lifbon  engaged,  ip  1696,  to  fur- 
nifli,  in  five  years  time,  twenty-five  thoufand  Ne- 
groes to  their  former  tyrants  y  and  they  fulfilled 
7  this? 
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this  engagement  with  the  affiftance  of  their  fove-  ^  9^  ^ 
reign,  who  advanced  two-thirds  of  the  funds  re- 
quired  for  an  undertaking  which  was  then  fo  con-^ 
fiderable. 

The  French,  who  had  jufl  been  giving  a  king 
to  Spain,  too  lightly  took  upon  themfelves,  in 
1702,  the  engagements  of  the  Portuguefe,  Being 
deficient  in  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
little  (killed  in  maritime  operations^  and  havino- 
been  unfortunate  in  the  courfcof  a  long  war^ 
they  did  nothing  of  what  they  had  fo  boldly  pro- 
mifed. 

This  contraft  pafTed  into  the  hands  of  the 
f^nglifh  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht.  The.  South- 
Sea  Company,  to  whom  the  Britifli  miniftry  gave 
it  up,  engaged  to  deliver,  each  of  the  thirty 
years  that  their  charter  was  to  lafl-j  four  thoufand 
eight  hundred  Africans  to  the  Spahifli  fettle- 
ments. They  were  confined  to  this  number  dur- 
ing the  five  laft  years  of  their  grant;  but  all 
the  reft  of  the  time  they  were  allowed  to  intro- 
duce as  many  as  they  could  fell.  They  engaged 
to  pay  thirtyrthree  piaftres  and  one- third,  or  one 
hundred  and  eighty  livres  *,  for  each  of  the  firft 
four  thoufand  Negroes;  the  other  eight  hundred 
were  freed  from  this  burdenfome  tribute,  in  in- 
demnity for  1,080,000  livres  f  advanced  to  the 
court  of  Madrid,  and  which  were  only  to  be  rc- 
imburfed  in  the  courfe  of  ten  years.  This  tri- 
bute was  reduced  to  half  for  all  the  flaves  tliat  were 
not  required  by  the  contradt.     Philip  V*  indem- 

•  7 1.  10  s.  t  45,000  !• 
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'  w.«  ^  nificd  himfelf  for  this  facrifice,  by  referving  the 
fourch  part  of  the  profits  made  by  the  company* 
The  execution  of  this  treaty  was  only  interrupted 
by  the  hoftilities  which,  in  1739,  divided  the  two 
kingdoms.  The  peace  of  1748  reftored  to  the 
crown  of  England  all  it's  rights  j  but  the  Com« 
pany  which  reprefented  it,  were  induced,  by  aa 
indemnity  that  was  offered  to  them,  to  give  up 
the  (hort  remains  of  a  grant,  which  they  fore- 
faw  they  fliould  not  be  allowed  to  enjoy  without 
confiderable  rcftriftions. 

Robert  Mayne,  a  merchant  of  London,  Suc- 
ceeded, under  a  Spaniih  name,  to  the  AfTocia- 
tion.  Such  was  the  difhonefty  or  the  negligence 
of  the  agents  whom  he  had  fettled  at  Buenos 
Ayrcs,  which  was  become  the  ftaplc  of  the  trade, 
that  in  1752  he  was  ruined,  and  obliged  to  give 
up  an  undertaking,  which,  if  more  prudently  ma- 
naged, or  more  carefully  attended  to,  ought  to 
have  yielded  very  confiderable  profits. 

The  refolution  was  then  taken  to  receive  flaves 
at  Porto  Rico,  which  were  to  pay  to  government 
two  hundred  and  fixtccn  livres  *  each,  and  which, 
after  having  defrayed  this  heavy  tax,  were  freely 
admitted  upon  the  continent  and  in  the  iflands. 
The  Englifh,"who  had  treated  with  the  governor 
of  Cuba,  fulfilled  their  engagements  pundlually, 
when  the  court  of  Madrid  thought  a  change  of 
fyftem  would  be  better  calculated  for  their  interefl:^ 

In  1765,  an  aflbciation  was  formed  between 
Ibme  Spaniih,  French,  and  Genoefe  commercial 
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I  houfcs,  fettled  at  Cadiz*    This  company,  which  "  ^^^  ^ 

I  was  ill  ferved  by  it's  agents,  and  much  loaded 

!  with  debt,  was  going  to  be  difiblved,  when,  in 

I  ^773>    the  'miniftry    thought    it    prudent   and 

j".  equitable  to  offer  fome  alleviation  of  the  terms 

they  had  at  firft  impofed  upon  it.     The  char- 
ter was  prolonged,  and  the  taxes  diminifhed ;  and 
i  from  that  period,  the  importation  of  flaves  hath 

acquired  frelh  aflivity.  They  are  bought  indif- 
criminately  in  all  places  where  they  can  be  pro* 
cured  to  the  befl:  advantage* 

Savage  Europeans !  ye  doubted  at  firft  whe- 
ther the  inhabitants  of  the  regions  you  had  juft 
|i.ifcpyerd  were  nQt  animals  which  you  might  flay 
without  remorfe,  becaufe  they  were  black,  and 
you  were  white*  You  almoft  envied  them  the 
knowledge  of  God,  your  common  Father.  Mod 
horrid  thought !  But  when  you  had  permitted 
them  alfb  to  raife  their  hands  and  eyes  to  hea*- 
yen  ^  when  you  had  initiated  them  in  your  cere* 
i  I  monies  and  myfteries ;  made  them  join  in  their 

prayers  and  offerings,  and  in  the  liopes  of  a  fu* 
tpre  ftate,  afforded  by  one  common  religions 
when  you  had  acknowteged  them  to  be 
your  brethren  j  was  not  the  general  horror  rt- 
doubled,  ^t  feeing  you  trample  under  foot  the 
ties  of  this  facred  confanguinity  ?  You  have  put 
them  more  upon  an  equality  with  yourlelvesj 
and  yet  you  go  to  diflant  parts  in  order  to  buy 
and  fell  them  !  You  fell  them^  too,  as  you  would 
a  bafe  herd  of  cattle  !  In  order  to  repeople  one 
part  of  the  globe,  which  you  have  laid  w^fte,  you 
f  orrupt  and  depopulate  another.  If  death  he  pre- 
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Viii.  f<^rable  to  flavery,  are  ye  *not  ftiirmore  inhuman 
upon  the  coafts  of  Africa,  than  ye  have  been  in 
the  regions  of  America  ?  Englifh,  French,  Spa- 
niards, Dutch,  or  Portuguefe,  let  me  fuppote 
that  I  am  converfing  with  one  of  you  about  a 
treaty  concluded  between  tv/o  civilized  nations  i 
'and  that  I  fhould  a{k  him,  what  kind  of  compen- 
fation  he  imagines  may  have  been  agreed  upon  in 
the  exchange  you  have  made  ?  He  will. think  it  to 
confift  in  gold,  provifions,  privileges,  a  town,  or 
a  province  j  while,  on  the  contrary,  it  confifts  in 
a  greater  or  Icfs  number  of  your  fellow-creatures, 
which  the  one  ^^es  up  to  the  other  to  difpofe  of 
at  pleafure.  -^ut  fuchis  the  infamy  of  this  un- 
natural contraft,  that  it  doth  not  even  prefent 
itfelf  to  the  ideas  of  the  contracting  parties. 

I^VEKY  thing  announces,  that  the  court  of  Spain 
will  fhake  oif  the  dependance  they  had  upon  fa- 
ri^ign  nations  for  their  flaves.  This  is  the  only 
view  they  can  poffibly^have  had,  in  requiring  of 
Portugal,  in  177 1,  the  ceflion  of  two  of  their 
iflands  on  the  African 'coall. 

Laborious  cultivations,  and  fome  mines  of  a 
p.articular  kind,  have  employed  part  of  the  flave^ 
introduced  upon  the  Spanifh  continent  in  the 
New  World,  The  feryice  of  the  rich  hath  been 
tne  deftiny  of  the  greater  number.  Thefe  have 
fopn  become  the  confidents  of  their  matter's  plea- 
furcs  ;  and  by  this  infamous  employment  they 
have  gained  their  liberty.  Their  defendants  have 
allied  thcmfelves  fomefimes  with  the  Europeans^ 
and  fometimes  with  the  Mexicans,  and  have 
formed  the  vigorous  and  numerous  race  of  the 

Mulattoes^ 
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Mulattocs,  which,  as  that  of  the  Mcftees,  but  *  ^j^  ^ 
two  or  three  generations  later,  acquires  the  colour  siimm«^pm  ■■  1 
and  the  rank  of  white  people.  Thofe  among  thenfi 
who  are  ftill  in  flavery  have  affumed  a  determined 
Superiority  over  the  wretched  and  poor.     This 
,  fuperiority  they  owe  to  the  favour  granted  to 

them  by  government.    For  this  realbn,  the  Afri-i- 
cans,  who,  in  the  fcttlements  of  other  nations, 
are  the  enemies  of  the  white  people,  are  become 
'their  defenders  ift  the  Spanifh  Indies. 

But  why  (hould  the  favour  of  government 
be  beftowed  upon  the  flave  that  was  bought,  in  * 
preference  to  the  flave  that  was  conquered  ?  It 
is,  becaufc  the  injury  done  to  the  latter  was  of 
more  antient  date,  and  greater  than  the  injury 
done  to  the  former;  that  the  latter  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  yoke,  and  that  the  former  was  to  be 
broken  to  it ;  and  that  the  flave  of  a  mafter,  whom 
a  fyftem  of  policy  hath  made  mafter  of  a  flave,  is 
brought,  by  this  diftinftion,  to  take  part  with 
^  the  common  tyrant.     If  the  African,  who  is  the 

defender  of  the  white  people  in  the  Spanifli  In- 
dies, hath  been  their  enemy  in  all  other  parts,  it 
is,  becaufe  in  all  other  parts  he  hath  always  obeyed, 
and  never  commanded  5  it  is,  becaufe  he  was  not 
comforted  in  his  fituation  by  the  fight  of  one 
more  wretched  than  his  own.  In  the  Spanifli  In- 
dies, the  African  is  alternately  flave  and  mafter  $  . 
in  the  iettlements  of  other  nations,  he  is  per- 
petually a  flave. 

The  Indians  form  the  laft  clafs  of  inhabitants,  AAtwntini 

•  .    ,      ,     t  1  '      t  I     •       prefent  fhkcer 

in  a   country  which   belonged  entirely  to  their  ©ftheia- 
anceftors.  The  misfortunes  of  thefc  people  began  ^**'* 

S  4  even 
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®  ym  ^  ^^^^  *^  ^^^  ^^*  ^^  ^'^^  difcovcry.  Columbus  dif- 
tributed  land$  at  firft  to  thofe  who  accompanied 
him,  and  attached  fome  natives  of  the  country  to 
them  in  1499*  T^^^^  arrangement  was  not  ap* 
proved  of  by  the  court,  who,  three  years  after, 
fent  Ovando  to  St.  Domingo,  to  reftore  thefe 
wretched  people  to  liberty.  This  new  com- 
mander, barbarous  as  he  was,  complied  with  the 
will  of  his  fovereigns :  but  the  indolence  of  the 
Americans,  and  the  complaints  of  the  Spaniards, 
foon  determined  him  to  put  thofe  whom  he  had 
fet  free  again  into  chains,  and  to  add  ftill  a  greater 
number  to  thcrp.  But  he  decreed,  that  thefe 
flaves  (hould  reap  fome  advantage  from  their  la- 
bour, whether  they  were  employed  in  the  cul- 
ture of  the  lands,  or  the  working  of  the  mines. 
In  1504,  this  arrangement  was  confirmed  by  Fer- 
dinand and  Ifabdla,  with  a  provifo,  that  the  fti- 
pend  fliould  be  regulated  by  government. 

Th^  Dominicans,  who  had  juft  arrived  in  the 
colony,  were  incenfed  at  an  arrangement  which 
overthrew  all  former  principle^.  They  refufed^ 
in  the  confeflional  chair^  abfolution  to  thofe  indi- 
viduals who  folicited,  or  even  accepted  thofe 
gifts,  which  were  indifcriminately  ftyled  reparti- 
tions, or  con\manderies.  They  thundered  out 
excommunications  from  the  pulpit,  ^gainft  the 
authors  or  promoters  of  thefe  injuftices.  The  ex- 
clamations of  thefe  monks,  fo  much  revered  at 
that  time,  refounded  throughout  all  Europe, 
where  the  cuftom,  which  they  attacked  with  fo 
much  inveteracy,  was  again  difcuflcd  in  15 10, 
and  was  again  confirmed. 

In 
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In  15 1 6,  the  Indians  found  in  Las-Cafas ^  ^  ^.^  ^  ' 
irnore  zealous,  more  intrepidj  and  more  adiv(g 
proteftor,  than  thofe  who  had  preceded  hini, 
'His  folicitations  determined  Ximenes,  who  at 
that  time  governed  Spain  with  fo  much  fplen- 
dour,  to  fend  over  to  America  three  friars  to 
determine  upon  this  matter,  which  had  already 
been  twice  decided.  The  decrees  they  pro- 
nounced were  not  fuch  as  were  expcfted  from 
their  profeflion.  They  decided  in  favour  of  the 
cornmandcries  j  but  excluded  from  them  all  the 
courtiers  and  favourites  who  did  not  refide  in  the 
New  World, 

Las*Casas,  who  had  been  declared  the  pro- 
teftor  of  the  Indians  by  the  minifter  himfelf,  and 
who,  inverted  with  this  honourable  title,  had 
accompanied  the  delegates,  returned  immediately 
into  Spain,  in  order  to  devote  to  public  indig- 
nation, men  of  a  pious  profeflion,  whom  he  ac- 
cufed  of  having  facrificed  humanity  to  political 
views.  He  fucceeded  in  having  them  recalled, 
and  Figueroa  was  fubftituted  to  them.  This 
magiftrate  took  the  refolution  to  coiled,  in  two 
large  villages,  a  confiderable  body  of  Indians, 
whom  he  left  entirely  at  their  own  difpofaL 
The  experiment  did  not  turn  out  in  their  favour. 
The  government  concluded,  from  their  ftupidity, 
and  their  ir^dolence,  that  the  Americans  were 
children  incapable  of  conducing  themfclvesj 
and  their  condition  was  not  altered. 

Neverthelbss,  the  clamours  of  many  refpeft- 
able  perfons  were  raifed  on  all  fides  againft  thefe 
arrangements  i   and  the  dates  of  Caftile  them- 

felvcs 
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^  vm  ^  fc'v^s  demanded,  in  1523,  that  they  fhould  be 
annulled.     Charles  V.  yielded  to  all  thefe  foli- 

•  citations.  Fie  forbad  Cortez,  who  had  juft 
conquered  Mexico,  to  give  any  commanderies, 
and  enjoined  him  to  revoke  thofe  hp  might  al- 
ready have  granted.  When  thefe  orders  arrived 
in  New  Spain,  the  repartitions  were  already 
fettled,  as  in  the  other  Colonies,  and  the  mo-» 
narch's  pleafure  was  not  complied  with. 

From  this,  and  all  other  countries  fuhjeft  to 

Caftilc,  intelligence  was  conftantly  received,  that 

no  real  or  ufeful  labours  would  be  carried  on  in 

the  New  World,  if  the  people  who  were  fubdued 

'  Jhould  for  a  moment  ceafe  to  be  at  the  difpofal 

•  of  their  conquerors.  The  apprehenfion  of  having 
made   the    difcovery   of  fo  rich   a    hemifphere 

•without  advantage,  made  a  great  imprefiion  upon 
'  the^miniftry :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  idea 
.  of  having  invaded  one  half  of  the  globe,  merely 
to  reduce  the  nations  to  *  flavery,  was  another 
point  of  view  which  could  not  fail  of  exciting 
fome  alarms  in  the  government.  In  this  uncer- 
tainty, commanderies  were  allowed,  or  prohi- 
bited at  hazard.  At  length,  in  1536,  the  go- 
vernment adopted  the  medium  of  giving  a 
fanftion  to  them,  for  two  generations.  Although 
they. had  been  granted  only  for  two  years  before 
this  period,  they  were  in  reality  perpetual,  fince 
there  was  not  a  fingle  inftance  of  the  grant's  not 
being  renewed.  The  king  continued  to  referve 
to  himfelf  all  the  Indians  fettled  in  the  ports  or 
in  the  principal  townsi 

The 
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Thb  proteftor  of  thefe  wretched  people  grew  ^  ^..^  * 
indignant  at  thefe  ordinances.  He  fpoke,  he 
exerted  himfelfj  he  funnhioned  his  nation  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  Whole  univerfe,  and  made  the  two 
hennifpheres  fhudder  with  horror,  O!  Las* 
Cafas !  thou  waft  greater  by  thy  humanity,  than 
all  thy  countrymen  were  by  their  conquefts. 
Should  it  happen  in  future  ages,  that  thefe  un- 
fortunate regions  which  they  have  invaded, 
(hould  be  peopled  again,  and  that  a  fyftem  of 

'laws,  manners,  and  liberty,  (hould  be  eftabliihed 
among  them,  the  firtt  ftatue  they  would  ereft 
would  be  thine.     We  fhould  fee  thee  iriterpofing 

'  between  the  American  and  the  Spaniard,  arid 
prefenting  thy  breaft  to  the  poniard  of  the  one,  in 
order  to  feve  the  other.  We  fhould  read,  at  the 
bottom  of  this  monument.  In  an  age  of  barba- 
rity,   LaS-CaSAS,    WHOM    THOU    SEe'sT,     WAS   A 

BENEVOLENT  MAN.  In  the  mean  while  thy  nanie 
will  remain  engraved  upon  every  feeling  heart; 
jtnd  when  thy  countrymen  Ihall  blulh  at  the  bar- 
barifiti  of  their  pretended  heroes,  they  will  take 
pride   in    thy    virtues.      May    thefe    fortunate 

« 

times  not  be  fo  far  diftant  as  we  apprehend  they 
are ! 

Charles  V.  enlightened  by  his  own  reflec- 
tions, or  prevailed  upon  by  the  impetuous  elo- 
qiience  of  Las-Cafas,  ordered,  in  1542,  that  all 
the  commanderies  which  ftiould  become  vacant, 
Ihould  be  indifcriminately  reunited  to  the  crown. 
This  decree  was  not  in  force  in  Mexico  and  Peru, 
and  occafioned  a  bloody  arid  obftinate  war.  The 
government  were  obliged  to  annul  it  three  years 

after  j 
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•  2„?  ^  after;    but  authority  was  cltablifbcd  with  fuffi^^ 
cieot  folidity   io    1549^  to  bid  defiance  to  all 
complaints^  ai^d  to  be  no  longer  impeded  by  tl)e 
fe^r  of  infurreftions. 

At  this  period  the  Indians  were  freed  from 
all  perfonal  fervices>  and  the  tribute  they  were  to 
pay  to  their  commanders  was  regulated.  The 
mailers,  hitherto  fo  oppreffive,  were  forbidden 
to  refide  in  the  extent  of  their  jurifdiction^  and 
to  flccp  there  more  than  one  night.  They  were 
alio  prohibited  from  having  any  dwelling  there^ 
from  leaving  their  families,  from  pofiefling  any 
lands^  from  breeding  any  cattle,  and  from  efta- 
bli(hing  any  manufadures.  They  were  forbidden 
to  intermix  in  marriage  with  their  vaflals,  and 
to  take  any  of  them  into  their  (ervice.  The  perfbn 
commiflloned  to  colle<5l  their  taxes,  mufl:  have 
the  fandion  of  the  magiftrate^  and  mud  give 
fecurity  againft  any  vexations  he  fhould  be  guilty 
of. 

The  tax  impofed  upon  the  natives  of  the  coy n*- 
try,  to  make  their  conquerors  fubiU^  with  a 
degree  of  dignity,  is  not  even  nier^Iy  a  gratuitous 
favour.  Thefe  proud  mafters  are  obliged  (o 
colled  their  fubjects  in  a  village,  to  build  them 
a  church,  and  to  pay  the  clergyman  appointed  to 
inftruft  them.  They  are  obliged  to  fix  their  re- 
fidence  in  the  principal  town  of  the  province,  in 
which  their  commandery  is  fituated,  and  to  have 
always  horfes  and  arms  in  readinefs  to  repell  an 
enemy,  whether  foreign  or  domeftic.  They  are 
not  permitted  to  abfent  thcmfclves,    'till  they 

have 
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have  put  a  foldier^    approved  by  government, 
in  their  place. 

No  material  alterations  were  made  in  tbefe 
regulations  *till  1569.  It  was  then  refolved^hac 
the  commanderies,  which,  for  thirty-two  years 
pafl-,  had  been  granted  for  two  lives,  (hould 
continue  to  be  given  in  the  fame  manner ;  but 
that  thofe,  the  revenue  of  which  exceeded  ten 
thoufand  eight  hundred  livres  *,  Ihould  be  fub- 
je6t  to  pertfions.  All  of  them  were  in  future  to 
be  proclaimed  when  they  became  vacant,  and 
fuppofing  the  merit  of  the  competitors  equal, 
to  be  diftributed  in  preference  to  the  heirs 
of  the  conquerors,  and,  after  them,  to  the 
defcendants  of  the  firft  colonifts.  'The  court, 
perceiving  that  thife  rewards  were  more  fre- 
quently diftributed  by  favour  than  by  talents,  or 
the  claim  of  an  ancient  origin,  ordered,  in  1608, 
that  they  (hould  be  annulled,  if  the  favours 
granted  by  the  viceroys  were  not  confirmed  in  fix 
years  for  JPeru,  and  in  five  for  the  reft  of  Ame- 
rica* The  chief  of  the  commandery,  however, 
entered  into  the  enjoyment  of  his  poft  as  foon  as 
he  was  appointed.  It  was  only  required  of  him 
to  fecure  the  reftitution  of  the  fums  he  might 
have  received,  if  the  choice  that  had  been  made 
of  him  were  not  ratified  at  the  time  prefcribed  by 
the  ordinances. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  the  go- 
vernment appropriated  to  themfelves  the  third 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  comrhanderies.  Soon 
after  thisj  they  took  the  whole  of  it  into  their 
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^  vin  ^  J^^ods,  and  forbade  their  delegates  to  fill  up 
thofe  that  (hould  become  vacant.  At  lengthj 
they  wer«  all  fuppreffed  in  1720,  except  thofe 
that  were  given  in  perpetuity  to  Cortez,  and  to 
fonne  hofpitals  or  religious  communities.  At  this 
period,  fo  remarkable  in  the  annals  of  the  New 
World,  the  Indians,  were  dependent  only  on  the 
crown. 

Was  this  fyftena  the  bcft  that  could  poflibly 
be  adopted  for  the  intcreft  of  Spain  and  th€ 
felicity  •  of  the  other  hcmifphere  ?  Who  will  be 
able  to  folvc  a  problem^  in  which  fo  many  cir- 
cumftances  afe  complicated  ?  The  rights  of  juf- 
tice  i  the  fentiments  of  humanity ;  the  private 
views  of  miniftcrs  j  the  fwey  of  the  moment  j  the 
ambition  of  the  great  i  the  rapacioufacfs  of  fa- 
vourites I  the  prdjeds  of  fpeculative  men ;  the 
authority  of  the  priefthood  -,  the  influence  of  the 
mapnerSj  and  of  prejudice  -,  iht  charadter  of  the 
diftant  fubjefts^  the  nature  of  the  climate,  of 
the  foili  and  of  the  labours  j  the  diftande  of 
places,  the  tardinefs  and  contempt  of  the  fov'e-* 
Reign's  orders  J  the  tyranny  of  governors  i  the 
impunity  of  crimes  j  the  uncertainty  of  accounts 
and  of  accufations ;  and  fuch  a  multitude  of  other 
different  matters.  We  need  pot  therefore  be 
furprized  at  the  long  uncertainty  of  the  court  of* 
Madrid  j  when,  in  the  center  of  European  na- 
tions, at  the  foot  of  the  throne^  under  the  imme- 
diate infpeftion  of  the  dircdlprs  of  the  ftate,  we 
fee  abufes  fubfifting,  and  often  increafing  on 
^account  of  the  abfurdity  of  mcafures.  The  oian^ 
with    whom   they  were   furroundcd>    was  then 

takedi 
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taken  for  the  model  of  the  man  at  a  diftance ;  ^  ^^^^  ^ 
and  it  was  imagined  that  the  fame  fyftem  of  legif- 
lation  which  fuiced  the  one^  was  equally  adapted 
to.  the  other.  In  former  times,  and,  perhapSj 
even  at  prcfent,  we  confound  with  each  other, 
two  beings  feparated  by  immenfc  differences,  the 
favage  and  the  civilized  man  i  the  man  born  in 
the  center  of  liberty,  and  the  man  born  in  the 
fhackles  of  flavery.  The  avcrfion  of  the  favage 
for  our  cities,  arifeth  from  the  improper  manner 
in  which  we  have  introduced  ourfelves  into  hi^ 
forefts. 

At  prefent,  the  Indians,  who  have  not  been 
fettlec}  in  the  towns,  are  all  collefted  in  villages, 
which  they  are  not  permitted  to  quit,  and  where 
they  form  municipal  affemblies,  over  which  their 
cacique  prefides.  To  each  of  thefe  villages  a 
territory  of  greater  or  lefs  extent'  is  attached^ 
according  to"the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  num- 
ber .of  it's  inhabitants.  Part  of  it  is  cultivated  iiv 
common  for  the  public  neceflities,  and  the  reft  is 
diftributed  to  the  families  for  their  private  ufe^ 
The  law  hath  ordained  that  this  domain  fhould 
be  unalienable  j  fome  portions  of  it,  however^ 
are,  from  time  to  time,  allowed  to  be  detached 
from  it,  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards  :  but  alway» 
with  an  annual  charge  upon  it,  for  the  profit  of 
the  fellers,  under  the  infpeclion  of  government.; 
There  is  no  inftitution  which  prevents  the  Indians 
from  having  lands  belonging  to  them  j  but  they 
have  feldom  the  power  or  the  inclination  to  make 
acquilitions^ 

As 
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As  difgrace  breaks  down  all  the  fprings  of  the 
mind,  one  of  the  caufes  of  this  poverty,  and 
of  this  difcouragement,  mull  be  the  obligation 
impofed  iipoft  thcfe  people,  of  being  alone^  de- 
voted to  the  public  labours.  The  law  ordains 
that  they  Ihould  be  paid  fdr  this  humiliating 
labour  J  but  the  diftance  from  whence  they  may 
be  brought,  and  the  rrmc  they  rtiay  be  detained^ 
depends  upon  the  government  of  the  fpot« 

ANOTHEit  duty  impofed  upon  the  Indians,  is 
to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  all  the  citizens;  but 
merely  for  the  manufadbures,  and  the  cultures  of 
primary  neceflity  5  and  this  in  rbtation  only,  for 
eighteen  days  confecutiveiy,  and  for  i  falary 
fettled  by  the  ordinances. 

They  have  ftill  a  more  burthenfomc  tafk, 
and  that  is  the  working  of  the  mines.  Tfie  di- 
reftors  were  originally  the  fole  regulators  of  this 
tjaflc^  It  was  afterwards  provided  for  by  ftatutes, 
which  were  frequently  varied.  At  prefcnt  no" 
Indians  are  called  to  the  mines,  except  to  thofe 
of  Guanca  Velica,  and  of  Potofi,  which  have 
particular  privileges,  who  live  at  the  diftance  of 
more  than  thirty  miles :  they  arc  allowed  four 
reals,  or  fifty-four  fols*  per  day;  they  are  de- 
tained no  longer  than  fix  months,  and  the  feventh 
part  of  a  colony  is  only  employed  in  them  at 
Peru,  and  the  twenty-fifth  part  at  Mexico. 
Frequently  even  there  are  a  lefs  number,  be*  ^ 
caufe  libertinifm,  cupidity,  the  expeftation  of 
thieving,  and,   perhaps,   other  motives^   attrad 

*  About  21.  3  d. 

there 
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thcrijt   a  great  number  of  Mtftees.   Md^tttdes,  ^  ^,J?  ^ 

*  o  •  Vlllt 

and  natives. 

A  niiBuTX  v^hich  the  ftialc  Indians,  from 
eighteen  to  fifty  years  of  age>  pay  to  the  govern- 
iTient,  completes  thiiK  multitude  of  calamities^ 
Thi^  tax,  which  was  originally  paid  in  pt-ovilkms^ 
is  hot  the  fame  in  all  parts^  It  is  from  dght 
to  fifteen,  twenty,  thirty,  atid  forty  iirres  *,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  periods  when,  at  the 
mqutft  of  the  perfons  who  paid  it,  it  was  con- 
verted  into  coin.  The  cuftom  which  prevailed 
with  the  government,  of  requiring  alwayis  in 
monty  chc  value  of » the  produ^ion^,  the  price  is( 
which  varies  with  time  and  piace>  introduced 
thdk  difproportions,  which  ^erc  greater,  antl 
coofetqt»ently  more  deftruftive  in  South,  than 
they  were  in  North  America,  where  the  capita- 
tion its  yf^ly  of  nine  reals,  or  fix  livres  one  fol 
fix  deiii^rfe  t*  The  fourth  part  of  this  tax  is 
'diftributtid  tb  the  dcrgyman,  to  the  cacique,  and 
to  the  S|>aiiiard,  commiffioned  ih  each  province 
»  prevent  the  oppreffion  of  the  Indians,  or 
kept  for  the  purpofc  of  alTifting  the  community 
in  an)r  of  it's  misfortunes.  Such  is  the  legal 
condition  of  the  Indians  t  but  no  i^ne  can  deter-* 
mine  how  much  private  injuftice,  adds  weight  to 
a  burthen  already  too  heavy.  That,  among  the 
vexations  which  hath  mod  attra£ted  the  notice  of 
government,  hath  proceeded  from  the  officer, 

*  From  6s.  Sd.  tt>  iss.  iod.-^i68.   8d.— il.  5s.  aitl 
il.  13  S4  4d. 

f  Rather  mOre  than  five  {hillings. 
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BOOK  ^hQ  is  called  an  Alcade  at  Mexico,  and  a  Corre- 

VIH. 

gidor  at  Peru, 

This  is  a  magiltrate  charged,  under  the  in- 
fpe^ion  of  the  viceroy,  or  of  the  tribunals,  with 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice;    with  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  finances,  of  war,  of  police,  and  of 
every    thing    that  can    concern    public  order, 
throughout  the   fpace  of  thirty,  forty,  and  fifty 
leagues.     Although  the  law  prohibited  him,  as 
well  as  the  other  depofitaries  of  authority,  from 
undertaking  any   trade  j    yist,  from   the  earlieft 
times,  he  monopolized  all  that  was  poflible  to  be 
carried  on  with  the  Indians  under  his  juriidi^lion. 
As  he  only  remained  five  years  in  office,  he  ufed 
to  deliver,  almoft  as  foon  as  he  got  in,  the  mer- 
chandize he  had  to  fell,  and  employed  the  reft 
of  his  time  in  collefting  in  the  payraents.     The 
oppreflion    became   general.      The   unfortunate 
natives  of  the  country  were  always  crushed  by 
the  enormity  of  the  prices,   and  frequently   by 
being  obliged  to  take  goods  of  no  ufe  to  them, 
but  which  the  tyrant  himfelf  had  fometimes  been 
compelled  to  receive  from  the  merchants,  who 
afforded  him  a  long  and  hazardous  credit.     Every 
thing,  or  almoft  every  thing,  was  refufed  to  the 
poor,  and  thofe  who  enjoyed  any  kind  of  eafe  m 
their  circumftances  were  overburthened*     When 

*  * 

the  payments  became  due,  they  were  exafted 
with  barbarous  feverity,  by  a  creditor  who  is  ac 
once  both  judge  and  party  i  and  the  moft  heavy 
penalties  were  inflidcd  upon  the  debtors,  who 
failed  either  in  the  voluntary  or  compelled  obli- 
gations they  had  entered  into. 

The 
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The  humane  and  equitable  chiefs  were  fenfibly  ^  ^j^^.  ^ 
aflfefted  with  thefe  enormities,  which  were  more  ^..^y^i^iyi 
atrocious  and  more  frequent  in  South,  than 
they  wefe  in  North  America.  They  thought  it; 
however,  neceffafy  to  toltrate  them,  from  an 
idea  generally  entertained,  that  if  the  chain 
which  was  formed  was*  once  to  be  broken^ 
thefe  indolent  and  thoughtlefs  people  would  be 
in  want  of  clothing,  of  inftruments  of  agricuU 
ture,  of  catftle  neceffary  for  all  the  labours,  and 
that  they  would  immediately  fall  into  a  ftate  of 
inaction  and  extreme  mifery .  •  Some  prudent  men 
endeavoured  .to  reconcile  intefefts  that  were  ib 
oppofite  to  each  other;  butnone  of  their  ideas 
were  found  to  be  prafticablc.  A  fure  method  of 
leffening  the  mifchicf,  would  have  been,  to  put 
•the  magiftrates,  who  went  to  fcek^  in  la-hother 
hemifphere,  a  fortune  which  their  native  country, 
refufed  them^  upon  a  better  footing:  .but  the 
miniftry  would  never  confent  to  this  increafe  of, 
expedce*  Since  the  year  175 1,  the  Alcades,  and 
the  Corregidors,  are  obliged  to  fix  upoi^s^he 
place  of  their  refidence,  the  goods  they  have;  to 
fell,  and  the  price  they  mean  to  put  upon  them. 
If  they  deviate  from  this  rate,  which  is  ^proved 
of  by  their  fuperiors,  they  are  to  lofe  their  places^ 
and  to  reftore.the  quadruple  of  what  they  have 
purloined.  This  regulation,  wj^ch  is  rather 
ft.ri<9:ly  attended  to,  hath  in  fome  degree  dimi-" 
nifhed  the, depredations. 

A  FOKM  .of  government  was  wanting  for  the  fcve-  CiVil  go* 
ral  people  we  have  been  fpeaking  of  j  and  the  court  eflabiifliej 
of  Madrid  adopted  that  which  was  the  moft  abfo-  tnc^Ncw"* 

T  2  lut9.  ^^'*'- 
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hit^.  The  Spanifli  ntbnsirchs  took  all  the  rights^ 
and  all  the  powers  into  their  own  hands,  and  ih* 
trufted  the  exercife  of  them  to  two  delegates^ 
who,  under  the  title  of  yicerbys, ,  Were  to  enjoy 
the  prefogatives  of  fovereignty  during  all  th^ 
time  of  their  commiffion.  They  Were  attended 
in  their  public  fun^ions,  and^  even  in  their  pH* 
rate  life,  with  a  degred  of  pomp,  which  feefned 
calculated  to  increafe  the  refpefk  and  terref 
which  was  infpired  by  authority;  The  number 
of  thefe  diftinguilhed  dfitces  bath  iince  been 
doubled,,  without  the.  lead  derogation  from  theiif 
dignity*  Their  condud,  however,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  inferior  agents,  was  fubjefb  to  the 
eenfure  of  the  Council  for  India;  a  tribunal 
erefted  in  Europe^  to  govern,  under  the  infpec^ 
tion  of  the  mdnarch^  the  conquered  provinces  ih 
the  New  World  * 

In  thtfe  diftant  countries  were  eftablifli^d  tet% 
courts  of  juftice^  appointed  to  infurethfe  tran- 
quillity of  the  citizens,  and  to  ftttle  any  differ- 
ences that  might  arife  among  them.  Thefa 
tribunals,  know*il  by  the  name  of  Audiences^ 
pronounced  definitively  upon  criminal  matters  t 
but  caufes  that  ifreffe  tnerely  civil,  and  vthich 
were  for  more  than  10,156  piaftres,  or  54184J 
livries  *,  might  b^  carried,  by  appeal,  tti  the^ 
council  for  India.  The  privilege  granted  to 
thefe  great  bodies,  to  make  remonftrances  to  the 
depofitaries  of  the  royal  iiithority,  and  the  ftill 
more  confiderable  prerogative  given  to  thofe  of 

*  2^2851.  2s.  6(L 
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the  Capitals,  to  fill  the  duties  of  the  viee-royalty,  *  ^  ^ 
whenjpver  they  were    vacant,    railed  them  to  a  v>*^--i 
degree  of  importances  which,  as  magiftratcs,  thejr 
would  not  have  acquired • 

It  feemed  rnore  difficult  to  regulate  the  eccic-  >J«»"'«,«J 
fiaftical  tortn  of  government.     At  the  period  of  •ftictigo. 
the  difcovery  of  the  New  World,  all  Europe  was  ]X^  la 
covered  with   a  veil    of  darknefs,    wovcfi,    or  ^°**"*** 
thickened,  by  the  prejudices  which  the  court  of 
Rome  had  iqceflantly  diffufed,  fometimes  openly, 
and  fometimes  with   cunning,     Thefe  fuperfti- 
tipns  were  more  deeply  rooted,  apd  more  gene- 
ral in  Spain,  where  the  infidels  had  for  fp  long 
a  time  pad  been  the  objeft  of  their  hatred  and  ojf 
their  wars.     The    fovereigns  of  this  kingdom^ 
one  would  naturally  imagine,  would  have  eftab- 
li0ied  beyond  the  feas,  the  bad  principles  of  the 
pontiffs  who  g^ve  them  another  hemilphere :  bu{ 
this  was  not  the  cafe.     Thefe  princes,  more  en- 
lightened, as  it  fhould  feem,  than  might  be  ex-* 
pefted  from  the  age  they  lived  in,  deprived  thf 
ruler  of  Chriftendom  of  the  privilege  of  collaring 
to  the  benefices  of  the  church,  and  even  of  the 
tithes,  which  rhe  priefts  had  aflumed  tp  thcm- 
felves  in  all  parts.     Unfortunately,  the  prudence 
that  had  didatcd  this  fyftem  was  not  followed  by 
their  fucccffors;    who  founded,  or  permitted  to 
be  founded;^  too  great  a  number  of  bifhoprigk$. 
Numberlefs  churches  were  conftrufted,  and  cpn* 
yents  of  both  fexcs  multiplied  beyond  every  idea 
pf  excefs.     Celibacy  became  the  ruling  paffion 
in  a  defert  coxmtry.     Metals,  which  Ihould  have 
t)cen  employed   in  fertili2;ing  the  earth,    were 

T  3  '  throw'n 


2*78  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  throw'n  away  uppn  the  churches.  The  clergy, 
notwUhftanding  ch^ir  ignorance  and  corruption, 
pbtayied  the  reftoration  of  the  greatcft  part  of 
thofe  opprcflive  tithes  which  had  been  draw'n 
put  of  their  avaritious  hands.  America  feemed 
now  to  have  been  conquered  but  for  them.  In 
the  mean  while,  the  inferior  clergy,  thofe  who  are 
in  other  parts  fo  mild  and  fo  refpeftable,  did  not 
|ind  thenrifelves  fufficiently  opulenr.  The  Indian, 
whom  they  were  appointed  to  inftruft  and  com-: 
fort,  did  not  dare  to  appear, before  them  without 
fome  prefent.  ^  They  indulged  him  in  fuch  of  his 
former  fuperftitions  as  were  of  advantage  to 
themfelvesj  as  for  inftance,  the  cuftom  of  putting 
a  great  quantity  of  provifions  upon  the  tomb§  of 
the  dead,  They  fet  an  exorbitant  price  upon 
their  funftions,  and  had  always  fome  pious  inven- 
tions, which  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  exaft- 
ing  frelh  taxes.  Such  a  conduft  had  rendered 
their  tenets  generally  odious.  Thefe  people 
went  to  mafs  as  they  did  to  the  labours  of  yaf- 
falage,  execrating  the  barbarous  ftrangers,  who 
loaded  their  bodies  and  their  fouls  with  burthens 
equally  weighty. 

Thp  fcandal  becam^e  public,  and  almofl:  gene- 
ral. The  fecular  and  the  regular  clergy,  who 
both  of  them  fulfilled  the  fame  miniftry,  mutually 
accufed  each  other  of  thefe  vexations.  The  firft 
defcribed  their  rivals  as  a  fet  of  vagabonds,  whq 
had  withdraw'n  themfelves  from  the  fupermtend- 
encc  of  their  fuperiors,  in  order  to  follow  their 
libertinifm  with  impunity.  The  latter  accufed 
jfh.p  pth^r  of  their  ignorance  and. indolence,  and 
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cenfured  them  for  being  wholly  taken  up  with  the  ^  ^^JJ  ^ 
education  of  their  families.      We  acknowlege,  u..-^—  ^ 
with  regret,  that  there  was  reafon  for  thefe  re- 
proaches on  both  fides.     The  couft' was  for  a 
long  time  difturbcd  by  the  intrigues  of   thefe 
two    cabals,     which  were    inceflantly   renewed. 
At  length  they  decreed,  in  1757,  that  the  monks 
lliould  occupy  the  benefices  they  held  during  life, 
but  that  they  fliould  not  be  fucceeded  in  them  *    ' 
by  men  of  the  fame  profefl5on.     This  determi- 
nation,   which    brings  matters  again  into  their 
natural  order,   will   probably  be   attended  with 
favourable  confequences.  ^ 

It  was  a  great  point,  to  have  regulated,  in  the  Dinrbution 
firft  inftance,  all  the  great  fprings  of  the  new  em-  ^^  the  New 
pire.     It  now  remained  to  fettle  the  deftiny  of  j^c*^t|tic*of 
thofe  who  were  to  live  in   it.     The  fovereign,  ^^e  con- 
who  thought  himfelf  the  legitimate  poffeflbr  of  Mode  of 
all  the  lands  of  America,  by  right  of  conqueft,  thcfe'pXf- 
and  by  the  concefiion  of  the  pontiff^s,  caufed  fome  J^^^"'  *^  ^^^^ 
of  them,  at  firft,    to  be  diftributed  among  his 
foldiers,  who  had  fought  in  the  New  World. 

The  foot  foldier  received  a  piece  of  ground,  of 
the  length  of  one  hundred  feet,  and  of  the  breadth 
of  fifty,  to  build  upon  s  one  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  toifes  for  garden-grounds 
feven  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-three  for 
his  orchard  j  ninety-four  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  eighty,  eight  for  the  culture  of  European 
corn  i  and  nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight for  that  of  Indian  corn ;  and  all  the 
extent  of  ground  that  was  neceffary  to  breed  terr 
hogs^  twenty  goats,  one  hundred  Iheep,  twenty 
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*  Via  ^  hofi^^^  cattle,  and  five  horfes.  The  caralry  man 
was  allowed  double  the  quantity  of  ground  for 
hi$  buildings,  and  the  quintuple  of  all  the  reft. 

Soon  after  towns  were  conftrufted,  Thcfc  were 
not  left  to  the  caprice  of  perfons  who  meant  to  in- 
habit thenm^  The  ordonnances  required  that  they 
ihould  be  in  an  agreeable  (ituation>  in  a  whole* 
fome  air>  on  a  fertile  foil,  abounding  with  wa« 
tcrs.  They  regulated  the  pofition  of  the  churches, 
the  direftion  of  the  ftrects^  and  the  extent  of  the 
public  fquar^s.  It  was  ufually  fome  rich  and 
active  individual  who  undertook  to  build  them, 
after  they  had  obtained  the  fanftion  bf  govern* 
ment.  If  the  whole  was  not  finifhed  at  the  ftipu- 
lated  time,  he  loft  all  the  money  he  had  ad- 
vanced, and  was  likewife  indebted  to  the  trea- 
fUrJ^  5,400  livres*.  The  other  obligations  im- 
pofed  upori  him  wer^,  to  find  a  clergyman  for  his 
church,  and  to  fupply  him  with  all  that  was  re- 
quired to  keep  up  the  decency  of  a  regular  form 
of  worlhip.  He  was  alfo  obliged  to  coUeft  at  leaft 
thirty  Spanifli  inhabitants,  each  of  whom  was  to 
have  ten  cows,  four  oxen,  one  mare,  one  fow, 
twenty  flieep,  one  cock,  and  fix  hens.  When 
thefe  conditions  were  fulfilled,  the  civil  and  cri- 
minal jurifdiftions  were  granted  to  him  in  the  firft 
inilance  for  two  generations,  the  right  of  appoint- 
ing the  municipal  officers,  and  four  league^  fquarc 
of  territory t 

Part  of  this  great  fpace  wa3  taken  up  in  the 
placijig  of  the  cityi  by  the  cqmii^onsj  and  by  thq 
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perfon  who  undertook  th?  bufmefs.  The  reft  was  ■  ^,®  * 
divided  into  equal  portions,  which  were  draw'n 
for  by  lot,  and  none  of  whi(;h  could  be  alienated 
till  after  five  years  cultivation.  Every  citizen  was 
to  hj»ve  as  many  lots  as  he  had  baufes  ;  but  )iis 
property  was  never  to  exceed  what  Ferdinand  had 
originally  granted  at  Saint  Donaingo  to  three 
horfemen. 

Tho5£  perfons  who  had  poffelfions  in  the  towi» 
that  were  already  founded,  were  excluded  by  law 
from  the  new  fetclements :  but  this  ftriA  regu-  , 
lation  did  not  extend  to  their  children.  All  the 
Indians,  Wlio  were  not  detained  elfi^where  by  en- 
gagements which  they  could  not  break,  were  al^ 
JgWed  to  fettle  there  as  fervants>  as  mechanics,  or 
as  labourers. 

Exctusivi^  of  the  lands  which  were  fccuredto 

the  troops,   and  to  the  founders  of  towns^  the 

chiefs  of  the  feveral  colonies  were  authorized  to 

diftribute  fome  to  the  Spaniards  who  were  in-- 

clined  to  fettle  in  the  New  Hemifphcrc.    This 

:%  great  privilege  was  taken  from  them  in  1591* 

Philip  IL  whofi:  ambition  engaged  him  in  per-» 

petual  wars,  and  whofe  obftinacy  would  never  al- 

*  low  him  to  put  an  end  to  them,  was  not  able  Co 

anfwer  fo  many  expences.     The  fale  of  the  lands 

in  America,  which  tQ  this  period  had  been  given 

away,  was  one  of  the  rcfourcea  that  fuggeftcd  it^ 

felf  to  him.     His  laiir  bad«  even  in  (bene  fort,  a 

f etroa£tive  efe£^  in  as  much  as  it  ordered  dio 

<     confifcation  qf  all  that  waa  pofiefied  wil;hoiut  a  le^ 

gitimate  title^  iinle&  the  ufucpev  ihould  confent 
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to  redeem  theft  poflcffiorrs*  An  arrangement  Co 
irfeful  ifn  reality,  or  in  appearance,  to  the  treafury> 
never  received  any  modification  at  any  period, 
nor  hath  it  yet  experienced  any. 

Birr  it  was  a  more  eafy  matter  to  beftow  lands 
gratuitoufly  upon  fome  adventurers,  or  to  cede* 
tbexvi  to^  fuch  perfons  at  a  low  price,  than  to  in- 
duce them  to  make  them  fertile.     This  kind  of 
htbouT  was  defpifcd  by  the  firft  Spaniards,  Whom 
their  avidity  had  led  into  th-e  Indies.     The  flow, 
laborious,    and  expcnfive  mode  of  cultivation, 
could  fcarce  tempt  men,    who,    in  the  hope  of 
making  an  eafy,  brilliant,  and  rapid  fortune,  had 
braved  the  waves  of  an  unknow'n  ocean,  and  the 
dangers  of  all  kinds  that  awaited  them,  upon  un- 
wholefome  and  barbarous  coafts.     They  were  in 
feaffe  to  enjoy ;  and  the  moft  expeditious  way  of 
doing  this,  was  to  feiz6  upon  the  minerals.     An 
enlightened  government  would  have  endeavoured 
to  reftify  the  ideas  of  their  fubjefts,  arid  to  give, 
as  much  as  poffible,  another  bent  to  their  ambi- 
tion.    But  the  direft  contrary  of  this  took  place; 
the  error  of  individuals  became  the  policy  of  the 
miniftry.j  they  were  blind  enough  to  prefer  trea- 
furcs  that  are  merely  fo  by  convention,  the  quan- 
tity of  which  could  not  fail  of  being  diminiflied, 
and  which  muft  daily  lofe  fomething  of  their  ima- 
ginary price,  to  riches  that  are  inceffantly  fpring- 
ing  up  afrefli,  and  the  value  of  which  muft  gra- 
dually increafe  in  all  times.     This  illufion  of  the 
conquerors  and  of  the  fovereigns,  threw  the  ftate 
put  of  the  road  pf  profperity,  and  formed  the 
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rnianners  in  America,  Nothing  was  in  cftinftaWott  ?  ^^^  ^ 
•l?utgoldor  filvcr,  accunnulated  by  rapine,  by  op*  <  .-.y.^ 
preffipn,  and  by  the  working  of  the  nmines. 

In  the  carlieft  times  of  the  conqueft,  it  was  dc^  Reguhtiont 
creed  that  the  mines  fhould  belong  to  the  per-  ferent  pe.  " 
fon  who  difcovered  them,  provided  he  had  them  working  rf* 
jegiftered  in  the  tribunal  nearefl:  to  the  fpot.  The  *^*  '"♦'^ 
,  government  had  at  firft  the  ipiprudence  to  have 
'  the  portion  of  this  rich  foil,  which  they  had  rcr 
ferved  for  themfelves,  fearched  on  their  own  ac- 
rount  J    but  they  foon   renounced  this   ruinous 
error,  and  conyafted  xhe  habit  of  ceding  it  to  the 
proprietor  pf  the  reft  of.  the  mine  for  a  very  mo- 
derate fym.    If  thefe  treafures  were  found  in  cul- 
tivated parts,  which  fcarce  ever  happened,    the 
perfon  who  undertook  the  mine  w^s  to  purchafe 
the  extent  of  ground  he  wanted,  or  to  give  up 
the  hundredth  part  of  the  ore.     Upon    barren 
mountains  the  proprietor  was  more  than  fuffi- 
ciently  indemnified  for  the  little  damage  he  re- 
ceived, by  the  value  which  a  new  exertion  gave 
to  the  productions  cultivated  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

From  the  moft  antient  times,  the  mines,  of 
jvhatfoever- nature  they  were,  gave  up  to  the  trea- 
fury  in  Spain  the  fifth  of  their  produce.  This 
cuftom  was  carried  into  the  New  World ;  but  ifi 
procefs  of  time  the  government  was  obliged  to 
confine  itfelf  to  a  tenth  for  the  gold,  and  even  in 
1735,  for  the  fiiyer  in  Peru.  They  were  alfo 
obliged  in  general  to  lower  the  price  of  mercury, 
yill  the  year  1761,  this  ncceflary  agent  had  been 

.     fpld  , 
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■  ^„^  *  fe^  ^^  43^  Hvres  *  the  quintal.  At  this  period  it 
coft  no  more  thgn  324  f  >  or  even  ai6  livres  %,  for 
the  miQes  that  were  not  abundant^  or  which  werp 
very  expeniivc  in  the  working. 

Bv£RY  thing  leads  us  to  fuppofe,  that  the  court 
of  Spain  will  be  obliged^  fooner  or  later^  'to  make 
other  facrifices.  In  proportion  as  the  metals 
grow  more  common  in  commerce,  they  decreafe 
in  value,  and  they  reprefent  fewer  commodities. 
This  degradation  muft  one  day  make  the  bed 
mines  be  neglefled,  as  it  hath  fucceffively  made 
the  middling  ones  to  have  been  abandoned,  unlefs 
the  burthen  of  thofe  who  work  them  be  alleviated. 
The  time,  perhaps,  is  not  far  diftant,  when  the 
Spanifh  miniftry  muft  be  contented  wich  two 
reals,  or  one  livre  fcven  fols  §,  which  they 
receive  per  mark  for  the  ftamp  and  for  the 
coinage. 

Thp  circumftance  that  might  give  great  weight 
to  thefe  conjeftures  is,  that  there  are.  fcarce  any 
men,  except  thofe  whofe  affairs  are  in  a  doubtful 
or  ruinous  fituation,  who  venture  the  taking  of  4 
part  in  the  mines.  If  it  (hould  fometimcs  hap^' 
pen,  that  a  rich  merchant  (hould  be  ftimulated  to 
it  by  an  unbounded  avidity,  he  doth  it  always 
under  the  veil  of  the  moft  impenetrable  fecrecy. 
The  bold  fpeculator  may  confent  to  cxpofe  his 
fortune,  but  never  his  name.  He  is  well  aware, 
that  if  his  engagements  were  know'n,  his  repu- 
tation, and  his  credit,  would  be  inevitably  loft. 

*  18I.       '  f  isl-  10a. 

t  9!*  §  About  18.  1  di. 

It 
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It  IS  not^  'till  his  rs^nefs  hath  been  crowned  whh  ^  ^^  ^ 
jthe  miStt  bnlliant  fuccffs^  that  he  can  veatore  to  *  -^  Lf 
Urow  the  rifques  he  hath  run. 

When  the  government  fh&U  be  obliged  to  give  Ti«seft»b. 
bp  the  dutieis  they  yet  receive  froni  the  metals,  s^nHh^ 
thdy  iitrill  ftill  have  confideraW«  revenues  for  the  ^"*'^' 
tapeiic^  ^  foverdgnty*    The  principal  of  theie 
ought  to  have  been  the  tithes,  which  Ferdinand 
had  compelled  the  court  of  Rome  to  give  xip  to 
him :    but  Charles  Y.  frOm  motives  which  it  is 
not  cafy  to  conjedure,  deprived  himfelf  of  them 
in  favour  of  the  bifliops,  the  chapters,  the  rec-- 
tors^  ibe  hofpitals^  the  building  vof  the  churches «  - 
in  a  word,  ia  favour  of  men  and  of  eftablifli- 
ments,  which  were  either  too  rich  already,  or  foon 
became  ib»    This  prince  fcairce  tranfmitted  the 
ninth  part  of  them  to  his  fuccelTors.     It  was 
necetfary  that  a  tribute  extorttd   from  the  In- 
dians   (hould  fill  up  d,  void  fo  inconfiderately 
made  in  the  public  treaftire.    The  fuperior  ciafles 
of  fociety  were  not  treated   with'  Icfs  manage- 
ment i    all  the  New  World  was  fubjeft  to  the 
Alcavala. 

This  is  a  tax  levied  only  upon  what  is  fold  by 
wholefale,  and  which  doth  not  extend  to  articles 
of  daily  confumption.  It  comes  originally  from 
the  Moofs«     The  Spaniards  adopted  it  in  IJ4I>  # 

and  fettled  it  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent.  It  was 
afterwards  carried  up  to  ten,  and  even  to  four- 
teen; but,  in  17505  arrangements  were  made, 
which  brought  it  back  to  what  it  had  been  in  the 
firft  inftancet  Philip  IL  after  the  diiailer  of  that 
fleet,  fo  well  know'n  bty  the  |>ompous  title  of  In- 
vincible, 
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•  via  ^  'viiK:ible>  was  urged,  in-  1591,  by  his  wants,  tor 
require  this  affiftance.  from  his  pofleflions  ift 
America.  It  was  at  firft  only  at  two  per  cenf.  and 
in  i6aj  itrofc  to  four. 

'  Sta MPT  paper,  that  mode '  fo 'wifely  Invented 
to  lecure  the  fortune  of  individuak,  and  which  is 
beconrie,  in  all  parts,  one  of  the  principles  of 
their  ruin  in  the*  hands  of  the  treafury  :  ftampt 
paper,  I  fay,  was  introduced,  in  1641,  into  all 
the  Spanifli  provinces  of  the  New  World. 

The  monopoly  of  tobacco  began  to  diftreft 
Peru  ill  1752,  Mexico,  in  1754,  and  in  the  in- 
terval of  thefe  two  periods,  all  the  other  parts  of 
the  hemifphere  dependent  on  Caftile. 

At  divers  times,  the  crown  hath  appropriated 
to  itfelf,  in  the  New  as  well  as  in  the  Old  World 
the  monopoly  of  gunpowder,  lead,  and  cit-ds. 

The  moft  ejtcraordinary  of  all  impofts,  how- 
ever, is  the  crufade.  It  took  it's  fife  in  thofe 
ages  of  folly  and  fanaticifm,  when  milliofis  of 
Europeans  went  to  lofe  their  lives  in  the  Eaft  for 
the  recovery  of  Paleftine.  The  court  of  Rome 
revived  it  in  favour  of  Ferdinand;  who,  in  1509, 
wifhed  to  attack  the  Moors  of  Africa.  This  tax 
ftill  fubfifts  in  Spain,"  where  it  is  never  lower  than 
twelve  fols  fix  deniers*,  and  never  higher  than 
four  livres  f.  A  greater  fumis  paid  for  it  in  th^ 
New  World,  where  it  is  only  collefted  every 
two  years,  and  where  it  rifes  from  thirty- five  fol^ 
to  thirteen  livres  J,  according  to  the  rank  and 

•  Rather  more  than  6d»-    -  •  f  3  s.  4  d. 

t  Fromabout  Hi  7d.'  to  ils.  8d. 

fortunes 
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fortunes  of  the  citizens.     For  this  fumthe  people  ®  ^^  ^ 

acquire  the  liberty  of  obtaming  aMblution  from 

their  confeffors,  for  fuch  crimes  as  are  refer ved 

for  the  abfolution  of  the  Pope  and  the  biftiops ; 

they  acquire  die  right  of  eating,  upon  days  of  abftl- 

nence,  ibmc  kinds  of  prohibited  food,  and  a  multi^ 

tude  of  indulgences,  for  fins  already  committed,  trr* 

for  thofe  that  may  be  committed  in  future*     The 

government  do  not  ftriftly  oblige  their  fubjcflrs  to 

take  this  bull:    but  the  pricfts  would  refufe  the 

comforts  of  religion  to  thofe  -who  fliould  negieft 

or  difdain  it;    and  there  is  not,  perhaps,  in  all 

Spanifti  America,  one  man  fufficiently  bold  or 

fufiiciently  enlightened  to  brave  this  ecclcfiaftical 

ceniure, 

I  WILL  not,  therefore,  addrefs.myfelf  to  afetof 
fooliih  mortals,  whom  we  Ihould  in  vain  advifeto 
fliake  off  the  double  yoke  under  which  they  are 
oppreflcd;  and  I  will  not  fay  to  them.  What!  do 
ye  not  conceive  that  Providence,  which  watches 
over  your  prefervation,  in  prefenting  you  with 
food  which  is  proper  for  you,  and  in  perpetuating 
inceflantly  the  appetency  you  have  for  it,  meant 
undoubtedly  to  allow  you  the  free  ufc  of  it  ?  If 
the  Heavens  were  irritated  when  you  eat  of  it  in 
a  forbidden  feafbn,  there  is  no  power  on  earth 
that  could  difpenfe  with  your  obedience.  Do  yc 
not  fee  that  your,  ftupid  credulity  is  impofed 
upon,  and  that  by  an  infamous  kind  of  traffic, 
a  being  who  is  not  greater  than  you  are,  a  crea- 
ture who  is  nothing  before  the  face  of  your  com- 
mon mafter,  arrogates  to  himfelf  the  right  of 
commanding  you  in  hi§  name,  or  of  freeing  toU 

.    8  frjm 
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•  ^  ^  '^  from  the  obfcrvation  of  his  orders  for  a  piece  of 
money  ?  This  piece  <:>f  tnooey,  doth  he  take  ic 
for  himfelf^  or  doth  he  give  it  to  his  God  i  Is  his 
God  indigent  i  Doch  he  depend  upon  refotirces^' 
or  doth  he  aiBafs  treafures  ?  If  in  the  odier  life 
he  be  a  rewarder  of  virtue^  and  an  avenger  of 
crimes^  neither  the  gold  which  you  have  given^ 
nor  the  abfolution  which  you  ihall  have  pur- 
chafed  with  that  gold^  will  have  aAy  efFeA  upon 
the  fcale»  If  his  venal  jufti<}e  fhould  admit  of 
corruption,  he  would  be  as  vile  and  as  contempt-^ 
ible  as  thofe  who  are  feated  m  your  tribunals* 
If  his  reprefentative  had  the  fame  powet  fot*  him^ 
felf>  as  he  hath  perfuaded  yOu  that  he  hath  for  you> 
he  might  be  the  moil  wicked  of  mankind  ^ith 
impunity,  fince  there  is  not  any  crime  which  he 
would  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  pardon.  Nci* 
ther  wiiri  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  fubaltern  mi- 
nifters  of  this  proud  chief,  becaufe  they  have  a 
common  intereft  with  him  %  and  that  indeed  of 
anfwering  me  they  would  light  up  the  ftakc 
under  my  feet.  But  I  will  addrefs  myfelf  to  the 
Chief  himfelf,  and  to  the  whole  body  over  which 
he  prefides,  and  I  will  tell  them : 

It  is  time  you  Ihould  renounce  this  unwor- 
thy monopoly,  which  difgraces  you,  and  which 
di(h6nours  both  the  God  whom  you  preach,  and 
thfc  religion  which  you  profefs.  Simplify  your 
doArine^  and  purge  it  from  abfurdities*  Aban- 
don, with  a  good  grace,  all  the  pods  from  which 
you  will'be  driven.  The  world  is  too  enlightened 
to  be  any  longer  gulled  with  incomprehenfibili- 
ties  that  are  repugnant   to  reafon^  or  to  give 

credit 
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credit  to  miraculous  falfehoods^  being  common 
to  all  religionsi  cannot  be  admitted  as  proofs 
for  any  one.  Return  to  a  prafticable  and  focial 
fyftem  of  morality.  Let  the  reformatipn  of  your 
theology  be  followed  by  that  of  your  manners* 
Since  you  enjoy  the  privileges  of  fociety^  partake 
of  the  burthens  of  it.  Do  not  any  longer  plead 
your  immunities  againft  the  efforts  of  an  equi- 
table miniftryi  who  would  wifti  to  bring  you 
back  to  the  general  condition  of  other  citizens. 
Your  fpirit  of  intoleration,  and  the  odious  means 
by  which  you  have  acquired^  and  ftill  continue  to 
heap  up  riches  upon  riches^  have  done  more  in- 
jury to  your  opinions^  than  all  the  arguments  of 
incredulity.  Had  you  been  the  appeafers  of 
public  and  domeftic  troubles^  the  advocates  of  the 
poor,  the  fupport  of  the  perfecuted,  the  media- 
tors between  the  hulband  and  the  wife,  between 
fathers  and  children ;  had  you  been,  among 
citizens,  the  organs  of  the  law,  the  friends  of 
the  throne,  and  co-operators  with  the  magiftrate ; 
however  abrurd  your  tenets  had  been,  mankind 
would  have  been  filcnt.  No  one  would  have 
ventured  to  attack  a  clafs  of  men  fo  ufeful  and  fo 
refpeftable.  But  you  have  fpread  divifions  over 
Europe  for  concerns  of  the  moft  frivolous  nature. 
All  countries  have  been  reeking  with  blood, 
and  for  reafons  which  at  prefent  we  blufh  to 
think  of.  If  you  would  reftore  to  your  miniftry 
it's  former  dignity,  be  humble,  be  indulgent, 
be  even  poor  if  it  (hould  be  neceflary :  for  fo 
your  founder  was.  His  apoftles,  his  difciples, 
and  their  followers,  who  converted  all  the 
J     Vol.  IV.  U  know'n 
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*  vm  ^  knoWn  world  were  fo  likcwife.  Be  neither 
mountebanks  nor  hypocrites,  nor  fimoniacal,  nor 
«j(:alcrs  in  things  which  you  give  out  as  holy^. 
Endeavour  to  become  priefts  again  j  that  is  to 
iay,  delegates  from  the  Moft  High,  to  preach 
virtue  to  men,  and  to  fhew  them  the  example  of 
it*  And  thou,  Pontiff  of  Rome,  call  thyfelf  no 
longer  the  fervant  of  the  fervants  of  God,  unlefs 
thou  wilt  be  fo.  Confidcr  that  the  sera  of  thy 
bulls,  of  thine  indulgences,  of  thy  pardons,  and 
of  thy  difpenfations  is  pad.  It  is  in  vain  that 
thou  would'ft  fell  the  Holy  Ghoft,  if  no  one  can 
be  found  to  purchafe  it.  Thy  fpiritual  revenue 
is  continually  decreafing,  and,  Iboner  or  later,  it 
muft  be  reduced  to  nothing.  Whatever  the  fub- 
fidies  may  be,  the  nations  that  pay  them  are 
naturally  inclined  to  get  rid  of  them ;  and  the 
flighteft  pretence  is  fufficient.  Since  from  a 
fiflierman,  thou  haft  made  thyfelf  a  temporal 
prince,  become,  as  all  good  fovereign^  are,  the 
promoter  of  agriculture,  of  the  arts,  of  manu- 
fafturcs,  of  trade,  and  of  popularion.  Thou 
wilt  then  have  no  occafion  for  a  traffic  that  is 
fcandalous.  Thou  wilt  reftore  to  the  labours  of 
man,  the  precious  days  which  thou  haft  deprived 
him  of  i  and  thou  wilt  recover  our  veneration, 
which  thou  haft  loft. 

The  finances  of  the  Spanifti  continent  of  the 

other  hemifphere  were  for  a  long  time  a  myftery 

,to  the.miniftry  themfclves.     The  chaos  was  in 

.  fome  meafure  cleared  up  by  M.  de  la  Enfenada. 

Each  of  the  twelve  years'  of  his  fortunate  admi- 

niftrationj  the  crown^  received  from  thefc  coun- 

if  tries. 
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tHcs;/or  ftam  the  rdutics  tfiey  colleftcd  at  xhc  de*-  ^' ^^^  ^ 
partureand  at  the  return  of  the  fleets^  17,719,44^  c—^-  ..i 
livre$  .12.  fob  *.  ^This  rcfource'  of :  government 
hath  fince  been  milch  increafed,.  both' from  the 
value  of  the  new  tabjesi'  and  fronf>/t|ie  ftridncfs 
that  hath  been  obferved  in  the  collcding.  of  the 
old  ones.  At  prefent  the  public Tcrrenuc  of 
Meisicb  amounts  to  .54,000,000  livres  ^;  thiat  of 
PcfuytQ  27,000,000  livres  X'»  tharof fiuadmala:, 
of  the  New  Kingdom,  of  Chili,  and  of  Paraguay 
to  9,100,000  livres  .§.  This  amounts 'in  allao 
90,ioo>ooo  livres  1|.  The  local  cxpciaces  abforb 
56,700,090  livres  5.;  fo  that  thci*e  reaiflin  for  the 
treafury,  34,500,000  livres  **..  Add  -to>  this 
fum,  20,584,450  livres  ff »  which  they  ^receive  in 
Europe  itfelf  upon  the  articles  fen t  to  the  colo- 
nies^, or  which  are  brought  from  thence,  ahd  it 
will  ,be  fouhd  that,  the  courtof  (Madrid  draws 
annxially,  55,084,450  livres  J  J  from,  it's  pro- 
vinces in  the  New  World,  But  all  thefe  riches 
do  not  enter  into  the  royal  coffers,  of  the  mothern- 
qoi^fltry.  Part  of  ri>eni  is  employed  in  the  Spa*: 
ni(h.  iflands  in  Amei:ica,  for  th€..e:j|;pefice  of- 
Ibvereignty,  and  for  the  building  of  fliips,  or  for 
the  pyrchafingpf  tpbacco,  ..  .    *     . 

Spain  had  fcarce  difcovered  this'  other  hemi--  Deftruajye 
fpherfi,  »'when  fh(r conceived  the  idea  of  a  fyftdm.'  upon  which 

•  ,  Spiin  firft 

.  •        .'        •  •  '  founded  it*i 

•   7*38,310!.    7  S.  a  d.  t    2,250,000!.  conne^ioni 

I  1,125,000 1.  §  379,16^1.^  13  s.  4 d. 

IJ    3,754,1661.    13s.    4d.  tfl    2,:$2,500l.      .         V 

\**,i>437>50oh  tt  857>S85l-  Ss. '4d. 

tt  2,295,185  1,  8s.  4d. 

U  2  uflknow'n 


with  the 
New  World* 


a94  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

*  ^y,  ^  unknow*n  to  the  people  of  antiquity^  but  which 
hath  (ince  been  adopted  by  .modern  nationS)  that 
of  taking  into  her  hands  all  the  produ^ions  of 
her  colonies^  and  the  whole  care  of  fupplying 
tbeoi  with  provifions.  In  this  view  the  govern* 
ment  were  not  fatisfied  with  forbidding  chefe  new 
eftabliihaients,  under  capital  penalties^  to  hold 
any  foreign  intercourfe  j  but  they  carried  their 
itriftnefs  fb  far,  as  to  render  all  communication 
between  them  impradicable,  and  to  prohibit 
them  from  fending  any  of  their  fhips  to  the 
country  from  which  they  originally  came«  Thi3 
fpirit  of  jealoufy  foon  betrayed  itfelf  in  the 
mother-country.  The  Ihips,  indeed,  were  at  firft 
allowed  to  fet  out  from  different  ports ;  but  they 
were  all  obliged  to  return  to  Seville*  The 
wealth,  which  this  preference  accumulated  in 
this  city>  foon  enabled  it  to  obtain,  that  the 
ihips  fliould  be  difpatched  from  it's  harbour,  as 
well  as  they  were  compelled  to  return  to  it.  The 
river,  that  waihes  it's  walls,  not  being  afterward* 
found  conilderable  enough  to  receive  the  (hips, 
which  bad  gradually  increafed  to  a  certain  (izey 
it  was  th?  peninfula  of  Gadix,  which  became  the 
general  ftaple.  All  foreign  merchants,  fettled  in 
this  port,  which  was  become  famous,  were  for- 
bidden to  take  a  direft  part  in  a  trade  of  lb  lu^ 
crative  a  nature.  In  vain  did  they  rcprefent, 
that  as  they  confumed  the  provifions  of  the  king- 
dom, as  they  paid  the  taxes,  and  as  they  en- 
couraged agriculture,  induftry,  and  navigation, 
they  ought  to  be  confidered  as  citizens.  Thcfe 
rcafons  were  never  attended,  to  in  a  court  where 

cuftom 
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Cuftom  was,  the  fuprenne  Ik**  Thefe  aftlvc;  ^  ^^^^  ^ 
opulent,  and  enlightened  men,  who'  for  a  long 
time  paft  had  zidne  kept  up  the  conne6lions 
between  the  Anticnt  and  the  New  World,  were 
^ways  obliged,  with  more  difgufl  and  inconve- 
nience than  one  wguld  imagine,  to :  cover  th^ 
mod  trifling  tranfaftions  under  a  Spmt&  name,  ; 

The  liberty  of  undertaking  voyages  to  the 
great  fettlemems  that  were  fbrmlng  on  all  fides 
in  the  other  Hemifphere,  was  even  much  rc« 
itrained  with  regard  to  the  natives  themfeltes* 
The  government  took  thd  refoliition  of  regu* 
latingi  every  year,  the  number  of  fhips  that  ii 
was  thought  proper  to  fend,  and  to.  fix  the  time 
of  their  fettingout.  It  entered  into  their  fyftem 
of  politics,  to  render  thefe  voyages  very  unfre* 
quent,  and  the  permiflion  to  fit  out  a  vcffe! 
became  a  very  fignal  favour.  In  order  to  obtain 
it,  the  capital  of  the  empire  was  filled  within-r 
trigues,  and  corruption  was  kept  up  iti  all  the 
Vfficcs. 

Under  the  pretence  of  preventing  frauds^  of 
eftablifhing  an  invariable  order,  and  of  pro-^ 
curing  entire  fafety  to  fhips  that  were  richly 
laden,  delays,  vifitations,  fearchings,  failors^ 
and  formalities  of  every  kind  wefe  multiplied  to 
fujch  ^  degree,  both  in  Europe  and  America, 
that  the  ufelefs  expenCes  doubled  the  value  of 
fome  goods,  and  enhanced  confiderably  that  of 
others. 

The  opprcffion  of  the  cuftoma  completed  the 
ruin  of  every  thing*  The  articles  exported  to  the 
Other  Hcmifphercj  were  flibjeftcd  to  fuch  dutieSa 
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®  vin  ^  ^^  ^^^^  neVer  exifted  in  any  ige^  or  onany  part  of 
u^^v^'iim^  (he  globe.  Th€  price  even  that  •  bad  been  given 
for  them  was  talced.  The  gdkli  on  it*S'  ileturn, 
paid  foar  per^ceM^  dnd  the-fil<^w»hine.  -  -  ' 
Reafont  "  Buf  "hc^w- was  1^- pbflifele  that  the  Soort  of 
wurt'of  Madrid  (hmild^  be  fo  grofsly  de(!?'cived  with  refpeft 
i!fve«*d  ui'"  to  th^ir-  mteiJefe  5  or  ftill  mor6>'  how  was  it  pofr 
roniouli'ff.  fiWe^theyrfliQirid  pcifift  m.rtheir  error  ?i  Let  u§ 
tem.  ciJidcavouir>;  if  wc  can,  to  find  out  the  caufcs  of  fo 

ftrange  an  infatuation. .' .  .:  1 
.  Xh^  enipipe  of  the  Spaniards  over  the  New 
World  \10aa  icftablilhcd  in  an  a^e  of  ignorance  and 
barbirifnnv  .  All  the  principles-  of  goveronient 
were  then -foitgot ten ;.  and  we^nfed  not  cerrainJy 
bclbiprbieriptthait  'in  ithalintoxicaiidn  of  their? 
.  viftories,. a  fet. of  proud' conquerors  (hould  .not 
have,  rcftored  knowlegey  whifh^  had  been  ba- 
niftied  froni' Europe  for  tensor  twelve  centuries 

T\'ik\T         ■     -f        •      '  1  '  •  •  ■>    ' 

•  At  •tWs  ^eri&d  of  genepai  infatuation,  the  court 
of  Madrid  did  not  conjecture  that  the  fettlements 
they  were  foj:n?ying  in  another  hemifphere  would 
only  be  ufefulj.in  as  much  as  they  fti'ould  pro- 
duce*'  an  '  enfeo-uragpnnent-  of-  their  agriculture, 
induftry,.  and- navigation.  --Far  from  making  the 
colonies  fubopdinate  to  the  'mother-country,  it 
was,*  in  fofne^  meafure,  the  mother- country  that 
was  fubordinate  to  the  colomes.  Every  political 
CEConomy  was  either  negledled  or  difdained; 
and  the  grandeur  of  the  haonarchy  was  viewed 
only  in  the  gold  and.  fiiy«r  of  America.  The 
people  were  fcized  with,  the  fame  ambition  ;  and 
^baadpncd  their  natiye  icountry  in  multitudes  to 

-       ,    \j  go 
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go  inTearch  of  thefe  metals.    Thefe  immenfc  and   book 

.  V'lf, 

continual  emigrations,  left  a  void  in  the  popula- 
t^ionof  the  principal  country,  which  was  not 
filled  up  by  the  refbrt  of  foreigners,  becaufe  they 
were  inceflantly  driven  from  it  by  pride  and  the 
fpirit  of  intoleration. 

Spain  was  confirmed,  by  fuccefles  which  were 
rruiintained  rather  for  a  long  time,  in  the  falfe 
road  llic  had  at  firfl  marked  our  for  herfclf.  An 
afcendency  which  (he  owed  to  circumftances 
alone,  appeared  to  her  to  be  a  neccfTary  confc- 
quence  of  her  adminiftration  and  her  maxims. 

The  calamities  which  afterwards  invaded  this 
kingdom  on  all  fides,  might  poffibly  have  en- 
lightened it.  An  almoft  continued  feries  of 
wars,  fome  more  fatal  than  others,  deprived  it 
of  the  tranquillity  ncceflfary  to  examine  into  the 
defcfts  of  a  fyftem,  which  had  been  uninter* 
ruptedly  purfued  with  the  greatefl  fecuriry. 
,  The  knowlege  fucceffively  acquired,  or  dif- 
fufed  by  other  nations,  was  very  well  calculated 
to  refute  and  diffipate  the  errors  of  Spain.  Whe- 
ther from  pride  or  jealoufy,  this  nation  obftinately 
reje£led  the  lights  it  might  have  obtained  froiT> 
it's  rivals,  or  it's  neig-hbours. 

In  default  pf  foreign  aids,  the  Spaniards,  born 
with  ^  fpirif  of  reflection,,  and  with  penetrating 
fagacity,  ipighp  havp  difcovered  many  circum- 
ftances of  confequcnce  to  their  profperity.  This 
kind  of  genius,  \yhich  w^s  fit  for  every  things 
unfortunately  turned  itfelf  towards  contempla- 
tion? which  cpyld  not  but  increafc  their  |flif« 
takes, 
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To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  thefe  misfortunes, 
the  court  of  Madrid  had,  from  early  times,  im- 
pofed  a  law  upon  themfelves,  to  fupport  the 
meafures  they  had  followed,  in  order  that. they 
might  not  be  fufpected  of  having  lightly  taken  a 
refolution.  Events,  however  difgraceful  they 
were,  did  not  difguft  them  of  thefe  politics  in 
their  connections  with  America,  and  they  were 
confirmed  in  them,  by  the  combined,  or  feparate 
fufirages,  of  a  multitude  of  corrupt  or  difhonefi: 
agents,  who  infured  their  own  private  fortune 
by  the  keeping  up  of  univerfal  confufion. 

The  mifchief,  however,  was  not  felt  from 
the  firft,  although  fome  celebrated  writers  have 
afierted  this  with  confidence.  According  to  their 
opinion^  Spain,  feeing  hcrfelf  the  miftrefs  of  Ame- 
rica, voluntarily  renounced  her  manufafturcs  and 
her  agriculture.  Such  an  extravagant  idea  never 
entered  into  the  fyftem  of  any  nation.  At  the 
period  when  the  other  Hemifphere  was  difco- 
vered,  Seville  was  celebrated  for  it's  filk 
manufaAuresi  the  woollens  of  Segovia  were 
cfteemed  the  fineft  in  Europe,  and  the  ftufi^s  of 
Qatalonia  found  an  advantageous  mart  in  Italy 
and  in  the  Levant,  Other  openings  for  trade 
gave  frelh  aftivity  to  this  induftry,  and  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  lands,  which  is  infeparable 
from  it.  Had  it  been  othcrwife,  how  is  it  pof* 
fible  that  this  monarchy  could  have  invaded  fo 
many  provinces  s  fuftained  fo  many  tedious  and 
bloody  wars  5  paid  fo  many  foreign  and  national 
troops  i  equipped  fuch  numerous  and  formidable 
fleets  i    kept  up   divifion  in  the  neighbouring 
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ftatcs,  and  purchafcd  traitors  among  them  5  fub-  book 
verted  all  nations  by  their  intrigues  j    and  given 
the  impulfe  tO'  all  political  events  ?    How  could 
they  have  been  the  firft,  and,  perhaps,  the  only 
power  of  the  univcrfc  ? 

But  all  thefe  exertions  qccafioned  an  imoienfc 
confumption  of  men :  feveral  went  over  into  the 
New  World:  this  other  Hemifphere,  more 
wealthy  and  more  populous,  required  more  mer- 
chandize; and  hands  were  wanting  for  all  the 
labours*  Then  Spain  was  fiirniflied  with  fub- 
liftance,  and  her  colonies  were  fupplied  with 
clothing,  by  foreign  nations,  where  fpecie  was 
Hill  fcarce,  and,  confequently,  labour  at  a  mo- 
derate price.  In  vain  were  they  excluded  from 
this  traffic  by  ftri£k  regulations.  Whether  they 
were  friends  or  foes,  they  carried  it  on  without 
interruption,  and  with  fuccefs,  under  the  name 
of  the  Spaniards,  whofe  honefty  always  de- 
ftrved  the  higheft  encomiums/  The  govern- 
ment thought  to  remedy  what  they  imagined  to 
be  an  evil,  but  which  was  nothing  more  than  the 
neceffary  confequence  of  the  ftate  of  things,  by 
renewing  the  antient  prohibition  of  exporting 
cither  gold  or  filver.  At  Seville,  and  afterwards 
•at  Cadix,  fome  bravoes,  called  Metedores^  car- 
ried the  ingots  upon  the  ramparts,  and  threw 
them  over  to  other  Metedorcs,  who  were  to  deli- 
vcr  them  to  the  boats  that  came  up  to  receive 
them.  This  clandefline  trade  was  never  difturbed 
by  excifcmen,  or  by  guards,  who  were  all  paid 
to  fliut  their  eyes.  More  ftridnefs  would  only  havQ 
ferved  to  increafe  the  price  of  the  merchandize, 

from 
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•  ^J^  ^  ^''orn  the  greater  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  value 
of  it.  If,  in  conformity  to  the  rigour  of  the 
ordonnances>  any  delinquent  had  been  feizcd, 
tried,  and  condemned  to  death,  and  his  property 
confifcated,  fuch  an  atrocious  aft,  far  from  pre- 
venting the  exportation  of  the  metala,  wouM 
have  increafed  iti  becaufe  the  perfons  who  had 
before  been  fatisfied  with  a  moderate  gratuity, 
requiring  a  falary  proportioned  to  the  danger 
they  muft  incur,  would  have  increafed  their 
profits  by  their  rifks,  and  would  have  made  a 
great  deal  ofmoney  go  out,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  the  more  for  themfelves. 

Such  was  the  Hate  of  Spain,  when  flie  herlelf ' 
voluntarily  aggravated  her  calamities  by  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Moors.  « 

This  nation  "had  reigned  for  a  long  time,  al- 
iriofl:  over  the  whole  of  the  peninfula.  From 
one  poft  to  another,^  they  were  fuccefiively  driven 
to  Granada  5  where,  after  a  .ten  years  conti- 
nuance of  a  bloody  w^ar,  they  v/ere  again  forced, 
in  1492,  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke.  By  the  terms 
of  capitulation;^  they  were  to  be  allowed  to  fol- ' 
\ov/  their  own  form  of  v-'orlhip;  but  the  con- 
cjueror,  under  various  pretences,  foon  wifhed  to 
deprive  them  of  this  facrpd  right ;  and  they  took 
up  arms  in  order  to  maintain  it.  Fortune  de- 
clared itfelf  aMinft  thefe  unfortunate  Muflul- 
men  i  and  numbers  of  them  periflied  by  the 
{word.  Others  purchafed  the  right  of  taking 
refuge  in  Africa;  and  the  reft  were-condemned 
19  appear  Chriftians. 

Thi^ 
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This  apparent  compliance,  with  which  Ferdi-  ^ 
nand  ^nd  Charles  chofe  to  be  fatisfied,  did  not 
meet  with  the  approbation  ,of  Philip  II.     This 
perfecuting    prince    required    that   the   InjRdels 
ihould  be  really  o{  his  religion.     In  the  hope  of 
cng'aging  them  to  this  more' certainly,    and  in 
lefs  time,  he  ordered,  in  1568,  that  thefe  people 
fhould  renounce  their  idiom,  their  names,  their 
habits,   their  baths,    their  cuftoms,    and   every 
thing  that-  could  diftinguifti  them  from  his  other 
fubjefts.     Defpotifm  was  carried  fo  far,  as  to  for- 
bid chern  from  changing  their  refidence,   without 
the  confent  of  the  magtftrate;  from  marrying,' 
without  the  leave  of  the-  bifhop;    from  bearing 
arms,  under  any  pretence  whatever  5    and  even 
from  having  any   in  their  poflefllon.     An  obfti- 
nate  rcfiftance  muft  have  been  the  confequenccoF 
fo  blind  an  a^  of  tyranny;     Unfortunately,  men 
who  had  no  leader,  no  difcipline,  and  no  means 
of  carrying  on  the  war,  could  make  none  but  . 
unavailing   efforts     againft^    numerous     armies^ 
accuftomed  to  carnage,  and  commanded  by  ex- 
perienced   generals.      The    inhabitants    of  the 
towns    and    country  places,    who   had   entered 
into  the  rebellion,  were  almoft  generally  exter- 
minated.    Servitude  became  the  lot  of  all  the 
prifoners  of  both    fexes^.      Thofe  even    of  the 
Moors  who  had  remained  quietly  at  home,  were 
conveyed  into  the  interior  provinces  of  the  king- 
dom, where  they  met  with  nqthing  but  infults 
3.nd  reproach.    . 

This  difperfion,  and  this  humiliation,  did  not 
produce    the  effect   that    was    expeded.      The 
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.^  vin.  ^  cruelties,  <which  were  inccffantly  renewed  by  a 
fanguinary  tribunal,  were  not  more  availing* 
It  appeared  to  the  clergy,  that  the  only  way  i*e- 
maining,  was  to  expel  from  the  monarchy  all 
thefe  enemies  who  fo  obftinately  perfifted  in  their 
doftrines.  This  was  accompliihed  in  i6io» 
notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  fome  ftatef^ 
men,  and  notwithftanding  the  ftill  warmer  folicit* 
ations  of  the  grandees,  who  kept  in  their  paldces, 
or  on  their  domain,  many  flaves  of  the  nation 
that  was  perfecuted  by  fuperftition« 

We  find  from  all  accounts,  that  thi$  profcrip* 
tion  deprived  Spain  of  a  million  of  inhabitants. 
Some  authentic  pieces,  coUeded  by  Bleda,  a 
prudent  and  contemporary  v/riter,  (hew  that  this 
number  muft  be  reduced  to  four  hundred  and 
twenty- nine  thoufand  three  hundred  and  four-: 
teen.  This  was  not  the  whole  of  the  Moor^  that 
had  efcaped  the  fury  of  the  wars,  and  the  fana<> 
ticifm  of  the  conquerors,  or  that  remained  from 
the  emigrations,  fometimes  tolerated  and  fome-^ 
times  clandeftine*  The  government  retained  the 
women  that  were  married  to  former  ChriftianS|, 
whofe  faith  was  not  fufpicious  to  the  bifhops,  and 
all  the  children  under  feven  years  of  age. 

In  the  mean  while  the  ftate  loft  the  twen- 
tieth part  of  their  population,  and  the  moft  la* 
borious  part,  as  the  profcribed  and  perfecuted 
fects  will  always  be.  Whatever  were  the  occu* 
pations  of  thcfe  people;  whether  their  ftrength 
was  employed  in  the  fields,  in  the  manufaAures^ 
or  in  the  meaneft  offices  of  fociety,  >  it  is  certain 
that  a  great  deficiency  was  made  in  the  labours, 
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as  well  as  in  the  tributes  colk£ted.  The  burthen  book 
which  had  been  borne  by  the  Infidels  fell  chiefly 
upon  the  weavers.  This  additional  weight  drove 
many  of  them  into  Flanders  and  into  Italy  s 
while  the  reft^  without  quitting  the  country, 
renounced  their  profeflion.  The  filks  of  Valencia, 
and  the  fine  wool  of  Andalufia  and  Caftile^  were 
DO  longer  manufactured  by  the  Spaniards, 

The  treafury  having  no  more  manufadturcrs  to 
opprefs,  now  oppreffcd  the  farmei^.  The  taxes 
kvied  upon  agriculture,  were  as  ill-judged  as 
they  were  various  and  exceffive.  Befide  general 
duties,  there  were  what  the  financiers  call  extraor* 
dinary  duties,  which  is  a  mode  of  levying  money 
upon  a  particular  clafs  of  citizens  j  a  kind  of  tax 
unprofitable  to  the  date,  and  ruinous  Co  thofe  who 
are  taxed,  and  which  tends  only  to  enrich  the 
perfon  who  hath  contrived  it.  Thefe  rcfources 
proved  inadequate  to  the  urgciir  neceffities  of  go- 
vernmentj  and  the  financiers  were  called  upon  to 
advande  confiderahle  fums.  At  this  period,  they 
became  matters  of  the  ftate,  and  were  empowered 
to  farm  out  the  fcveral  parts  of  their  Icafe.  This 
introduced  a  multitude  of  agents,  and  with  them 
numbcrlefs  reftraints  and  opprefCbns.  The  laws 
which  rfiefe  rapacious  men  were  allowed  to  cnatS*, 
were  only  fo  many  fnares  to  feduce  the  honcfti 
and  credulous.  In  procefs  of  time,  they  ufurpcd 
the  fovercign  authority,  and  found  means  to 
elude  the  royal  tribunals,  to  chulc  judges  for 
themfelves,  and  to  pay  them. 

The  owners  of  the  lands  that  were  oppreffcd 
by  this  tyranny,  either  threw  up  their  eftates,  or 

3  neglefted 


502  HISTORY  OF  SET^LtMEl^TS  AND  TRADE 

*  via  ^  negledtcd  the  improvement  of  them.  That  fer- 
tile pcninfula,  which,  though  fubjeft  to  frequent 
droughts,  ftjU  afforded  fubfiftence  to  thirteen  or 
fourteen  millions  of  inhabitants  before  the  dif* 
covery  of  America,  and  had  formerly  been  the 
granary  of  Rome  and  of  all  Italy,  was  foon  over- 
fprcad  with  thorns  and  briars.  The  pernicious 
cuftom  of  fixing  the  price  of  corn  was  then 
adopted;  and  public  granaries  were  eftablilhed 
in  every  province,  which  were  confequently  ma- 
naged without  either  Ikill,  care,  or  honefty. 
Befides,  what  advantage  could  be  expeded  to 
arife  from  fuch  precarious  refources  ?  How  could 
it  poflibly  enter  into  any  one's  thoughts,  to  lay 
reftraints  upon  the  price  of  corn,  in  order  to  in- 
creafe  the  quantity  of  it ;  to  raife  the  price  of 
provifions,  in  order  to  make  them  cheaper;  or  to 
facilitate  monopoly,  in  order  to  prevent  it  ? 

When  once  a  nation  hath  begun  to  decline,  it 
feldom  recovers  itfelf.  The  lofs  of  population, 
^  of  the  manufaftures,  of  trade,  and  of  agricul- 
ture, was  attended  with  the  greateft  evils,  .While 
Europe  was  daily  improving  in  knowlege,  and 
all  nations  were  animated  with  a  fpirit  of  induftry, 
Spain  was  falling  into  a  ftate  of  inaction  and  bar- 
barifm.  The  duties  of  the  former  cuftoms,  which 
were  ftill  fuffered  to  remain  upon  goods  palling 
from  one  province  to  another,  were  carried  to 
fuch  an  excefs,  as  to  prevent  all  communication 
between  them.  Even  the  conveyance  of  money 
from  one  province  to  anothet,  was  prohibited  • 
In  a  fhort  time,  not  the  lead  fign  of  a  road  was  to 
be  fcen..     Travellers  were  flopped  at  the  crofSng 
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of  rivers,  wh^re  there  was  nqither  bridge  nor  ® 
boats.  There  was  not  a  fingle  canal,  or  one  na- 
vigable river.  People,  the  moft  fuperftitious  ia 
the  world,  with  regard  to  the  obfervance  of  faft 
days,  fuffered  their  fiflieries  to  decline,  and  bought 
fifh  every  year  to  the  amount  of  twelve  naillions  *• 
Except  a  few  ill- built  veflels  deftined  for  their 
colonies,  they  had  not  a  fingle  Ihip  belonging  to 
government  in  their  harbours.  Their  coalU  lay 
expofed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Barbary  cor- 
fairs.  To  avoid  thefe,  they  were  obliged  to 
freight  upon  foreign  bottoms,  even  the  avifos 
they  fent  to  the  Canary  iflands  and  to  America. 
Philip  IV.  poflefled  of  all  the  rich  mines  of 
America,  at  once  found  all  his  gold  changed  intp 
copper,  and  was  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
making  his  copper  coin  bear  almoft  th^  fame 
value  as  tjiat  of  filver. 

These  were  not  the  grcateft  grievances  of  the 
monarchy.  Spain,  from  an  abfurd  and  fuperfti- 
tious  veneration  for  the  age  of  h^r  conquefts, 
fcornfully  rejefted  whatever  was  not  praftifed  in 
thofe  glorious  days.  The  Spaniards  faw  all  other 
nations  growing  more  enlightened,  more  exalted, 
and  more  powerful,  but  thought  it  beneath  them  to 
copy  after  any  one  of  them.  An  abfolute  contempt 
for  the  improvements  and  cuftoms  of  their  neigh- 
bours, formed  the  diftinguifhing  character  of  this 
people. 

The  inquifition,  that  tremendous  tribunal, 
which  was  at  firft  eftablilhed  in  order  to  flop  the 
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progrefs  of  Judaifm  and  of  the  Coran^  had  en-* 
tirely  altered  the  chara&cr  of  the  Spaniards.    It 
had  accullomed  them  to  referve^  to  miftruftj  and 
to  jealoufy.     And,  indeed,  how  fhould  it  have 
been  otherwife  ?   When  a  Ton  could  accufe  his 
father,  a  mother   her  child  and  her  hufband,  a 
man  his  friend,  or  his  fellow-citizen ;   when  mu- 
tual accufations  were  the  bent  of  all  the  paflions ; 
when  a  man  might  be  feized  upon  in  the  midfl: 
of  his  children,  and  throw'n  into  a  dark  dungeon^ 
by  the  fatellites,  cither  in   the  day,  or  in   the 
night-time  i    when   the   crime   laid   to  a  man's 
charge  was  concealed  from  him;    when  a  man 
was  compelled  to  defend  himfelf,  and  being  in 
prifon  for  a  fault  which  he  had  not  committed, 
was  afterwards  detained  and  tried  for  a  fecret 
fault  which  he  had  avowed  j    when  the  trid  was 
carried  on,   and  finiHied,    without  confronting 
the  witnefles;    when  fentence  was  pronounced 
without  allowing  the  accufed  perfon  to  fay  any 
thing  in  his  defence :    then    men   accuftomed 
themfelves  to  blood,  and  to  the  mod  atrocious 
fcenes :    then  their  minds  were  -filled  with  that 
fpirit   of   fanaticifm,    which  difplayed   itfelf  fo 
cruelly  in  both  Hemifpheres.     Religious  difputes 
occafioned,  indeed,   no  difturbances  or  ravages 
in  Spain  s    but  the  nation  remained  in  a  date  of 
the  moft  profound  ignorance.     3uch  difputes, 
though  always  abfurd  in  themfelves,  ferve  how- 
ever to  exercife  the  mind.     They  induce  men  to 
read   and    refleft,    to  confult    antiquity,    ftudy 
hiftory,  and  the  ancient  languages ;   hence  arifes 
criticifm,  which  is  produ6Hvc  of  true  taftc.   The 
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fubjeft  that  firft  excited  the  exertion  of  the  mind,  ^  ^jj^.  ^ 
foon  becomes  of  no  confeqiience ;  books  written 
bn  controverfial  points  are  neglefted,  but  the 
knowlege  they  have  diffafed  remains.  Religious 
matters  are  like  thofe  aftive  and  volatile  particles^ 
that  exift  in  all  bodies  fit  for  fermentation. 
They  firft  occ^fion  a  cloud  in  the  liquor  that  was 
before  clear,  but  foon  put  the  whole  mafs  in  mo- 
tion. In  this  ferment,  they  fly  oflFor  finfc  to  the 
bottom ;  and  when  the  whole  is  depurated,  no- 
thing remains  but  a  foft,  pleafant,  and  nutritive 
fluid.  But  in  the  general  ferment  of  theological 
difputcs,  all  the  refufe  ftill  continued  in  Spain; 
Siiperftition  had  fo  blinded  the  nation,  that  thej^ 
even  gloried  in  thieir  infatuation. 

Instead  of  that  energy  which  could  alone  ani- 
mate the  feveral  parts  of  thofe  wide  dominions 
that  lay  too  much  fcattered,  the  Spaniards  were 
fo  flow  in  their  motions^  that  all  bufinefs  was  im- 
peded. Such  a  variety  of  formsi  precautions,  and 
deliberations  were  multiplied  to  prevent  impo- 
fitionj  that  they  only  put  a  ftop  to  every  com*;- 
mercial  tranfadion. 

The  wars  in  which  the  Spahiirds  were  engaged^ 
were  as  ill-condufted  as  their  fyftem  of  politics. 
A  population,  which  was  hafdly  fufficient  for  the 
many  garrifons  they  kept  in  Italy,  in  the  Low 
Countries,  in  Africa,  and  in  the  Indies,  readered 
them  incapable  of  raifing  an  army  at  home.  At 
the  firft  breaking  out  of  a  war,  they  were  obliged 
to  have  recourfc  to  foreign  troops.  The  fc\Y  Spa- 
niards who  were  fcnt  to  fight  along  with  thefc 
mercenaries,  were  fo  far  from  being  able  to  ma- 
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vin.  ^  ^^^^  them,  that  their  own  allegiance  wa# 
frequently  fhaken  by  this  intcrcourfe.  They 
have  often  revolted  together  with  the  foreign 
troops,  and  ravaged  the  provinces  that  were 
committed  to  their  protedlion. 

A  REGULAR  pay  would  infallibly  have  pre- 
vented, or  foon  put  a  flop*  to  this  fpirit  of  fcdi- 
lion.  But  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  troops^ 
and  to  keep  them  in  that  (fate  of  dependence  and 
jfubordination  fo  neccflary  to  good  difcipline> 
government  (hould  have  fupprefled  that  multi- 
tude of  ufelefs  ofEcerSy  who  by  their  falaries  and 
their  bpprcflions  abfbrbed  the  gf eateit  part  of  the 
public  revenue ;  the  mod  antient  rights  of  tlie 
crown  (hould  not  have  beent alienated  for  a  trifling 
confideration,  or  fufTercd  to  be  invaded  i  nor 
ihould  the  royal  treafures  have  been  fquandcred 
away,  to  entertain  fpics^  and  to  procure  traitors  in- 
every  country.  But  care  fliould  have  been  par- 
ticurarly  taken,  that  the  grandeur  of  the  prince 
Ihould  not  have  been  made  to  confifl:  in  granting; 
penfions  and  favours  to  all  who  had  ito  other 
claim,  but  that  which  they  derived  from  their 
boldnefs  in  alking  for  them. 

This  noble  and  iniquitous  way  of  receiving; 
alms  was  becon^e  general.  The  Spaniard,  natu- 
rally generous,  having  acquired  i  fpirit  of  pride;^ 
difdained  the  common  occupations  of  life,  and 
afpired  after  nothing  but  governments,  biHioprics, 
and  the  chief  employments  in  the  ftate. 

Those  who  could  not  attain  to  thele  prefer- 
ments, glorying  in  their  proud  infolence,  ftill  a(^ 
fumed  the  ityle,  of  the  court,  and  maimained  as 
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frtuch  gravity  in  their  idlenefs,  as  a  miniftcr  who  ^  ^j]J^  ^ 
was  abforbed  in  date  affairs. 

Even  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people  would  have 
thought  they  defiled  their  viftorious  hands  by 
proftituting  them  to  ufeful  labours.  They  em- 
ployed themfclves  carclefsly,  even  in  thofe  which 
were  the  mod  creditable^  and  truftcd  all  the  reft 
to  foreigners,  who  carried  fortunes ,  away  with 
them,  which  fcrvcd  to  fertilize,  or  to  enrich  their 
own  country. 

Men  born  to  no  property,  meanly >p referring 
idle  flavery  to  laborious  liberty,  eagerly  folicited 
to  be  admitted  into  the  number  of  domeftics  that 
the  great  kept  in  their  retinue,  with  that  pomp 
which  magnificently  difplays  the  pride  of  the  moft 
ufelefs,  and  the  degradation  of  the  moft  neceflary 
clafs  of  men. 

Those  who  had  too  much  vanity  remaining  to 
live  without  fome  diftinftion,  crowded  into  the 
convents,  where  fuperftitious  men  had  long  fincc 
provided  a  convenient  retreat  for  their  indolence, 
and  had  carried  their  abfurdity  fo  far,  as  to  lavifh 
marks  of  diftinftion  upon  them. 

Even  the  Spaniards  who  had  competent  for- 
tunes, languiflied  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy,  choofing 
rather  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  pofterity,  than 
to  attend  to  the  eftablifhment  of  it.  If  fom.e, 
induced  by  love  and  virtuous  motives,  chofe,  in 
imitation  of  the  great,  to  enter  into  marriage, 
they  fent  their  fons,  in  their  earlier  years,  to  be 
educated  in  the  fuperftitious  manner  of  the  col- 
leges :  and  from  the  age  of  fifteen  refigned  them 
to  the  courtezans.     The  abilities  and  ftrength  of 
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*  vin  ^  ^^^^*  ^^  ^^^  favagcs  were  at  their  defeati  and  in- 
toxicated with  their  fuccefs^  they  refolved  to 
extirpate  the  people  they  had  plundered.  Innu- 
merable nations  difappeared  from  the  face  of  the 
earth  at  the  arrival  of  thefe  barbarians ;  and 
thefe  horrid  fcenes  of  cruelty  have  been  afcribcd 
t9  a  thirftof  gold^  and  to  aTpirit  of  fanaticifm. 

But  the  ferocious  difpofition  natural  to  man> 
unreftraincd  by  the  fear  of  punilhmcnt,  or  by  any 
fcnfe  of  (hame^  and  unawed  by  the  prefcnce  of 
civilized  men^  might  fo  far  conceal  from  the  Spa- 
niards the  image  of  an  organifation  fimilar  to  their 
own  (a  fimilarity  which  is  the  foundation  of  all 
moral  duties),  as  to  induce  them  to  treat  their 
ncw-difcovercd  brethren  as  they  did  the  wild 
beafts  of  the  other  hemifphcre,  and  to  do  it  with 
as  little  remorfe  :  b^fides,  that  the  cruelty  arifing 
frojn  military  exploits  incrcafes  in  proportion  to 
the  dangers  the  foldier  hath  gone  through,  to  thofc 
he  now  endures,  or  to  thofe  he  expects ;  Is  hp 
not  of  a  n^ore  fanguinary  difpofition  in  remote 
countries  than  at  home  i  and  do  not  the  fenti? 
mcnts  of  humanity  grow  weaker,  the  more  diftani; 
wc  are  from  our  native  country  ?  It  may  likewife 
be  conjefturcd  that  the  Spaniards,  who,  on  their 
firft  Unding,  were  taken  for  Qods,  might  be 
afraid  of  being  dcteded  and  maffacred  i  that  they 
miftrufted  the  marks  of  kjndncfs  that  were  fhew'n 
them ;  that  when  once  they  had  begun  to  (he^ 
blood,  they  thought  their  owp  fafety  required 
that  they  fhould  not  difcontinue  j  tb^t  their  army, 
(confifting  only  of  a  fmall  number  of  men,  being 
f^rrQunded  by  an  innumerable  rpultitude  of  na- 
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tivcs,  whofc  language  they  did  not  underftand,  ^ 
anc|  whofe  cuftoms  and  manners  they  were  ftran- 
gers  to^  was  fcized  with  a  panic,  cither  well  or 
ill-grounded. 

The  Spaniards,  the  defceridanta  or  flaves  of 
the  Vifigoths,  like  them,  divided  among  them- 
felves  the  defert  lands,  and  the  men  who  had 
efcaped  their  fword.  Moft  of  thefc  wretched 
viflims  did  not  long  furvive,  doomed  to  a  ftate 
of  flavery  worfc  than  deaths  The  laws  that  were 
occafionally  eftablijhed  in  order  to  alleviate  the 
hardfliips  of  their  fervitude,  afforded  them  but 
fmall  relief.  The  favage,  proud,  and  rapacious 
Spaniards,  paid  as  little  regard  to  the  commands 
of  a  monarch  who  was  too  far  remote  from 
them,  as  to  the  tears  of  the  poor  mifcrable  In- 
dians. 

The  mines  proved  ftill  a  greater  caufe  of  de- 
ftruftion.  Ever  fince  the  difcovery  of  America, 
the  Spaniards  had  attended  only  to  this  fpecies  of 
wealth.  In  vain  did  fome  men  of  more  enlight- 
ened underftanding  exclaim  againft  this  infatua- 
tion. Let  the  gold  remain  where  it  is,  faid  they, 
provided  the  furface  of  the  earth  that  covers  it 
can  but  produce  an  car  of  corn  that  will  make 
bread,  or  a  blade  of  graft  to  feed  your  (heep. 
The  only  metal  you  really  wantis  iron.  Work 
it  into  faws,  hammers,  and  plough-fhares,  but 
not  into  weapons  of  deftrudlion.  The  quantity 
of  gold  requifite  for  the  purpofes  of  exchange  i$ 
fo  inconfiderable,  that  it  is  unneceffary  to  accu- 
mulate any  great  ilock  of  it.  It  is  very  immate- 
rial whether    a  hundred  ells    of  cloth  or  one 
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^  VII?  ^  pouncl  or  twenty  pounds  of  gold;,  be  given  in  exr? 
change.  The  Spaniards  have  afted  like  the  dog 
in  the  fable,  that  dropped  ^he  meat  out  of  his; 
mouth  to  bite  at  the  image  of  it  in  the  water,  and 
was  drowned  in  attempting  to  get  it. 

Unfortunatei^y  the  Indians  were  the  viAims 
of  this  fatal  error.  Thofe  unhappy  men  were 
fent  to  work  at  a  very  great  depth  under  ground^ 
where  they  ^ere  deprived  of  day-light,  of  a  free 
and  wholefome  air,  and  of  the  comfort  of  ming- 
ling their  tears  with  thofe  of  their  friends  and 
relations  J  and  were  doomed  to  dig  their  own 
graves  in  thofe  dark  manlions,  which  now  con-' 
tain  more  afhes  of  the  dead  than  gold  duft.  All 
the  nations  of  the  univerfe  being  incenfed  at  thefc 
barbarities,  the  Spanifti  writers  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  working  of  the  mines  was  not 
attended  with  any  danger  :  but  the  evidence  of 
the  fenfes  teftified  the  contrary.  It  was  well 
know'n  that  man  could  not  dwell  in  the  obfcurc 
caverns  of  the  earth,  without  fufFering  fom^ 
inconvenience  with  refpeft  to  his  eye-fight  i  that 
he  could  not  breathe  mercurial,  fulphureous. 
arfenical,  and  peftilentjal  vapours,  without  injury 
to  his  lungs ;  that  unwholefome  air  could  not  be 
abforbed  by  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  or  fwaliowe4 
by  the  mouth,  without  prejudice  to  the  ftomach, 
and  to  the  humours  of  the  body.  But  men 
coming  out  of  the  mines,  prefented  the  image  of 
death  under  all  it's  forms;  a  tormenting  cougb,, 
a  hideous  atrophy,  a  melancholy  maralmu$j  witK 
convulfioos,  contradions,  and  di Portions  of  the 

limbs.     The   miners   were    obfcrved  to    have 
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wrinkles,  debility,   tremblings,  and  a  declining  book 
life,  at  the  age  of  the  mod  vigorous  health  5  and  ' 
cdnfequently,  far  from  giving  any  credit  to  the 
accounts  ojf  the  Spaniards,  their  deceit  excited 
indignation,    when  their   ignbrance  was  not  an 
object  of  ridicule. 

Numbers  of  the  An[iericansj  in  order  to  cfcape 
thefe  means  of  deftruftion,  and  to  withdraw 
themrdves  frona  other  afts  of  European  tyranny, 
took  refuge  in  the  forefts,  and  among  inaccef- 
fible  mountains.  In  thefe  rough  and  wild  cli- 
mates, they  contrafted  a  ferocious  difpolition^ 
which  frequently  diftreffcd  their  mercilefs  op- 
preflbrs,  and  w^s  the  caufe  of  much  blooc}* 
Khed. 

In  fomc  diftrift^,  defpair  was  carried  fo  far, 
that  the  men,  in  order  not  to  leave  behind  them 
any  heirs  of  their  misfortunes,  refolved  unani- 
moufly  to  have  no  conncdion  with  the  women. 
This  abftinence  from  the  moft  natural  defire  im- 
planted in  human  nature,  which  is  the  only 
inftance  of  the  kind  ever  recorded  in  hiftory, 
fcems  to  have  been  refcrved  to  the  aera  of  the 
difcovery  of  the  New  World,  as  a  perpetual 
monument  of  Spanilh  tyranny.  What  more 
could  the  Americans  oppofe  to  this  thirft  of  de- 
llrudion,  than  the  horrid  vow  of  ceafing  to  per*^ 
petuate  their  pofterity?  Thus  the  cirth  wasftained 
with  the  blood  of  the  fathers,  and  deprived  of  the 
fucceeding  generation. 

Fkom  this  period  the  country  fcemed  to  lie 

pnder  a  curfe  with  refpedt  to  thefe  barbarous  con- 

guerors*    The  empire  they  had  founded  began  to 
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^  VII?  ^  ^^^^  ^^  general  deftru(^ion.  Profligacy  and  cor-^ 
ruption  made  a  rapid  progrefs  among  them.  The 
moft  important  fortrcfles  were  fufFercd  to  decay. 
The  country  was  lefr  without  arms  or  magazines. 
The  foldiers  who  were  neither  exercifcd,  fed,  nor 
clothed,  became  beggars  or  thieves.  The  firft 
principles  of  war  and  navigation  were  forgotten; 
as  well  as  the  very  names  of  the  inftruments  made 
ufe  of  in  thofe  two  neceflary  arts« 

Trade  confided  only  in  the  art  of  cheating. 
The  gold  and  filvcr,  which  were  to  be  brought 
into  the  king's  coffers,  were  fraudulently  dimi- 
nifhed,  and  reduced  to  a  fourth  part  of  the  fum 
they  ought  to  have  produced.  All  orders  of  men, 
corrupted  by  avarice,  united  their  efforts  to  pre- 
vent a  true  ftate  of  things  from  being  laid  before 
the  throne,  or  to  fcreen  thofe  perfons  who  had 
rendered  tnemfclves  obnoxious  to  the  law.  The 
magiftrates  of  every  rank  and  degree  always 
unanimoudy  exerted  themfelves  to  fupport  each 
other  in  their  injuftice. 

The  fcene  of  confufion  occaHoned  by  thcfe  ex- 
tortions, introduced  the  fatal  expedient  of  all  ill- 
governed  dates,  that  of  numberlefs  taxes :  it 
Teemed  as  if  government  had  twoobjefts  in  view, 
to  put  a  dop  to  every  kind  of  indudry,  and  to 
increafe  oppreffion. 

Ignorance  kept  pace  with  injudice.  Europe 
was  not  then  much  enlightened.  Even  the  know- 
lege  that  began  to  diffufe  itfelf  in  this  quarter  of 
the  globe,  was  rejefted  by  Spain.  In  the  mean 
while,  a  thicker  cloud  was  fpread  over  America, 

*♦  Th<i 


IRTHE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  315 

The  moft  fimple  notions,   upon  objcfts  of  the  ^  ^^^  ^ 
greaccft  importance,    were  entirely  obliterated 
there. 

As  ignorance  is  always  favourable  to  fuperfti* 
tioni  .the  minifters  of  religion,  rather  niorc  en- 
lightened than  the  colonifts,  affumed  a  fuperiority 
over  them  in  the  management  of  all  public 
affairs*  Being  more  fecure  of  impunity,  they 
were  always  the  moft  forward  to  break  through 
che  laws  of  juftice,  and  through  all  rules  of  mo« 
rality  and  decency.  The  leaft  corrupt  among 
thern  became  traders,  and  the  reft  availed  th^m- 
i(elves  of  their  ccclefiaftical  power  to  extort  from 
the  Indians  all  they  were  poffeffed  of. 

The  hatred  which  arofe  between  the  Spaniards 
bom  in  America^  and  thofe  who  came  from  Eu- 
rope, completed  their  ruin.  The  court  had  im- 
prudently laid  the  foundation  of  thcfe  unhappy 
divifions.  The  Creoles  had  been  falfely  repre- 
fenrcd  as  little  better  than  barbarians,  and  nearly 
of  the  fame  charafter  as  Indians.  They  thought 
they  could  not  depend  upon  their  (kill,  courage, 
or  fidelity,  and  therefore  determined  to  exclude 
them  from  all  places  of  truft  and  profit.  This 
injurious  refolution  irritated  the  Creoles.  The 
Spaniards,  who  were  invefted  with  authority  over 
them,  were  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to  reconcile 
them,  that  they  ftudied,  on  the  contrary,  to  ex- 
afperate  them  by  humiliating  partialities.  This 
produced  an  inveterate  hatred  between  thefc  two 
orders  of  men,  one  of  which  was  loaded  with 
favours,  and  the  other  ftigmatized  with  difgrace. 
fhis  tinifinofity  hath  often  broken  out  in  fuch  a 

manner 
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*  vii?  ^  Planner  as  to  endanger  the  donninion  of  the  mo- 

\^  ■y—  J  thcr-country  in  the  New  World.     This  difcord 

was  fomented  by  the  clergy  on  both  fides,  whe 

had  alfo  been  infeded  with  the  contagion  of  thefe 

diforders. 

Spainbegins       j^  jg  ^  oleafing  tafk  to  us  to  be  able  to  think, 

to  recover  r  o 

from  itu      and  to  write,  that  the  condition  of  Spain  is  every 

let  I&Arcv  

day  improving.     No  longer  do  the  nobility  affefl: 
thofe  airs  of  independence  which  fometimes  em- 
barrafs  the  government.     Men  of  no  rank,  but 
of  ability,  have  rifen  to  the  direction  of  public 
affairs,  which,  for  too  long  a  time,  was  confined 
to  perfons  of  high  birth.     The  countries  which 
are  more  populous  and  better  cultivated,   yield 
fewer    briars    and   more  harvefts.      Froit)     the 
manufaftures  of  Grenada,  of  Malaga,  of  Seville^ 
of  Priego,  of  Toledo,   of  Talavcra,    and  efpc- 
ciaUy  of  Valentia,  filks  are  produced  which  arq 
in  fome  repute,    and    which   deferve    it.     The 
mianufaclurers    of  Saint   Ildefonfo  furnift  very 
beautiful  mirrors;    thofe  of  Guadalaxara  and  of 
Ilfcaray  fupply  clothes  and  fcarlets ;  and  thofe  of 
Madrid,  hats,  ribbands,  tapeftry,  and  porcelain. 
All  Catalonia,  is  filled  with  manufa£tures  of  arms 
and  toys,  of  filk  ftockings  and  handkerchiefs,  of 
printed  cottons,  of  comnrjon  woollen  goods,  and 
i)f  gold  and  filver  and  other  lace.     Communi- 
cations are  beginning  to  be  opened  between  the 
capital  and  the  provinces,  and  thefe  magnificent 
roads  are  planted  with  ufcful  or  agreeable  trees. 
Canals  for  watering  or  navigation  are  digged,  the 
plan  of  which,  fuggeftcd  by  foreigncrst  had  & 
long  difguftcd  xhe  pride  of  the  minifiry  and  chat 

of 
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of  the  people.  Excellent  manufadures  6f  paper ;  * 
printing  executed  with  much  tafte  i  and  focieties 
con/ecrated  to  arts  of  elegance  and  utility,  and  to 
the  fcienccs,  will  fooiier  or  later  difpcl  prejudice 
and  ignorance,  thefe  wife  eftabliOiments  will,  be 
feconded  by  the  young  men  whom  the  miniftry 
fend  for  inftrudion  into  thofe  cojjntries,  the  glory 
and  profperity  of  which  hath  been  extended  by 
their  knowlege.  The  erroneous  fyftem  of  tri- 
butes>  fo  difficult  to  correal,  hath  already  under- 
gone very  material  reformations.  The  national 
revenue,  formerly  fo  limited,  hath  arifen,  as  it  is 
.faid,  to  140,400,000  livres*.  If  the  terrier, 
which  the  court  of  Madrid  is  occupied  in  making 
fince  the  year  1749,  be  fettled  on  good  principles, 
and  if  it  be  carried  into  execution,  the  treafury 
^ill  again  find  it's  refources  increafe,  and  the  per- 
fons  who  contribute  will  be  relieved. 

At  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V,  the 
public  treafury  was  fo  much  burthened,  that  it 
was  deliberated  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  annul  fo  many  fatal  engagements.  Thefe 
amounted  to  a  thoufand  million  of  livres  f,  or 
perhaps .  more,  under  the  uneafy  and  turbulent 
reign  of  his  fon  Philip.  The  intcreft  of  the  fums. 
advanced  to  government,  abibrbed,  in  1688,  all 
the  produce  of  the  taxes  j  and  it  then  became  ne- 
ceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  an  entire  bankruptcy. 
The  events  fubfequent  to  this  great  crifis  were 
all  of  them  fo  unfortunate,  that  the  finances  fell 
'  fuddenly  into  the  fame  ftate  of  confufion  from 
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which  a  dcfperatc  but  neceflary  refolution  had 
extricated  them.  In  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
^  more  enlightened  adniiniftration  eftabliihed  a 
fyftem  of  order  in  the  recoveries-,  and  a  regula- 
rity in  the  expcnces,  which  would  have  liberated 
the  ftate,  had  it  ncrt  been  for  the  revolutions 
which  fuccccde4.each  other,  with  a  degree  of  ra- 
pidity which  it  is  difficOlt  to  trace.  Neverthelefs, 
in  1759,  the  debts  of  the  crown  amounted  to  no 
more  than  160,000,000  of  livfes*,  which  Ferdi- 
nand left  in  his  coffers.  His  fucceflbr  employed 
half  of  this  fum  in  liquidating  fome  debts;  the  reft 
of  it  was  confumed  in  the  war  of  Portugal,  in  the 
augmentation  of  the  navy,  and  in  a  multitude  of 
expences  that  were  neceflary  to  rouze  the  mo- 
narchy from  that  languid  ftate  in  which  it  had 
been  plunged  during  two  centuries  of  ignorance 
and  inaftivity. 

The  vigilance  of  the  new  government  hath  not 
confined  itfelf  to  the  fupprcflion  of  part  of  the 
evils  which  contributed  to  the  ruin  of  their  pof- 
fcflions  in  Europe.  Attention  hath  alfo  been  paid 
to  fome  of  the  abufes  which  impeded  the  profpe- 
rity  of  their  colonics.  Their  governors  have 
been  chofen  with  more  care,  and  better  fuperin- 
tended.  Some  of  the  vices  that  had  infinuated 
themfelvcs  into  the  tribunals  have  been  reform- 
ed ;  all  the  branches  of  adminiftration  have  been 
improved ;  and  even  the  fate  of  the  Indians  is  be- 
come Icfs  unhappy. 

•  6^666,666  L  13  s.  4d, 
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These  firft  fteps  towards  a  reformation  mtlft  ®  ^^^  ^ 
be   an  inducement  to  the  Spanilh   miniilry   to  ' — ^/-"^ 

.    r  r  1  Means  that 

hope,  that  a  good  form  or  government  may  be  Spaiiv ought 
cftablifhed,  when  the  true  principles  on  which  it  hl^Tn  h?/* 
is  founded  (ball  be  once  know'n,  and  the  pro-  ^^urlvTLT 

per  means  made  ufe  of  to  efFc<fl  it.     The  cha-  '?  ^•"*** 

.  ...  "'*• 

rafter  of  the  nation  is  not  an  invincible  obftaclc 

to  this  change^  as  it  is  too  generally  thought  to 
be.  Indolence  is  not  fo  natural  to  the  Spaniards 
as  we  imagine.  If  we  look  back  to  thofe  times 
iji  which  this  unfavourable  prejudice  was  firft  en- 
tertained, we  fhall  find  that  this  want  of  afti- 
vity  did  not  extend  to  every  thing  j  and,  that  if 
Spain  was  inaftive  at  home,  (he  was  not  fo 
abroad,  but  was  inceffantly  ditturbing  the  rcpofe 
of  her  neighbours.  Her  idlenefs  proceeds  in 
fome  degree  from  foolifli  pride,  Becaufe  the  no- 
bility were  unemployed,  the  people  imagined  it 
was  a  mark  of  nobility  to  do  nothing.  They  all 
wanted  to  enjoy  the  fame  prerogative ;  and  the 
ftarved,  half- naked  Spaniard,  carelefsly  fitting  on 
the  ground,  looks  with  pity  on  his  neighbours, 
who  are  well  clothed,  live  well,  work,  and  laugh 
at  his  folly.  The  one,  from  a  motive  of  pride, 
d^fpifes  the  conveniences  of  life;  while  the 
other,  from  a  principle  of  vanity,  endeavours 
to  acquire  them.  The  climate  had  made 
the  Spaniard  abftemious,  and  indigence  hat^i 
rendered  him  more  fo.  The  monkilh  fpirit,  to 
which  he  hath  long  been  fubjeft,  makes  him 
confider  poverty,  which  is  occafioi)ed  by  his 
vices,  as  a  virtue.     As  he  hath  no  property,  he 

coveci 


J20      ' 

BOOK 

V!ll. 


o 


tttSTORY  OP  SETTLEMliNTS  AND  TRa1>E 

covets  none ;  but  his  averfion  for  labour  is  greater 
ftiU  than  his  contempt  for  riches. 

That  poor  and  proud  people  have  nothing  left 
of  their  ancient  charaAer>  but  an  immoderate 
fondnefs  for  every  thing  that  hath  the  appearance 
ofgrandeur.  They  muft  be  flattered  with  chi- 
merical ideas^  and  animated  with  the  ftrongefl: 
hopes  of  glory.  The  fatisfadion  they  feel  in  de- 
pending on  non6  but  the  crown  fince  the  abafe- 
ment  of  the  grandees^  makes  them  receive  all 
that  comes  from  the  court  with  refpecl  and  confi- 
dence. This  powerful  influence  might  be  made 
fubfervient  to  their  happinefs.  Some  means 
might  be  contrived  to  perfuade  them  that  la- 
bour is  honourable,  and  the  nation  will  foon  be- 
come what  it  was  before  the  difcovery  of  Ame- 
rica, in  thofe  glorious  times,  when,  without  any 
foreign  aid>  Spain  threatened  the  liberties  of  all 
Europe. 

When  the  imagination  of  this  people  is  once 
properly  directed,  and  they  are  brought  to  be 
afhamed  of  their  haughty  fpirit  of  indolence^ 
other  evils  muft  be  attended  to.  The  moft  de- 
ftruftive  to  the  bulk  of  the  nation  is  the  want  of 
population.  Well-governed  colonies  will  natu- 
rally increafe  the  population  of  the  mother-coun- 
try, which  on  her  part  promotes  the  increafe  of 
their*s>  by  fupplying  them  with  advantageous 
inarts  for  the  pro<iuce  of  their  induftry.  It  is  on 
this  plan,  alike  interefting  to  humanity  and  found 
polii^,  that  the  more  enlightened  nations  of  the 
Old  Hemiiphere  have  formed  their  fettlements  in 
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the  New  one.  This  wife  and  noble  defign  hath  ^ 
been  univcrfally  crowned  with  luccefs.  Spain 
alone,  which  had  forrtied  her  fyftem  in  a:  darker 
age,  hath  feeA  her  population  decrcafe  at  home, 
in  proportion  as  her  poflTefliotis  increafed  abroad. 
'When  the  difproportion  between  the  extent  of 
a  territory  and  it*s  inhabitants  is  not  extreme,  the 
balance  may  be  gradually  reftored  by  activity, 
ceconomy,  great  encouragements  given  to  matri- 
mony, and  a  long  peace.  Spain,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  exaft  account  taken  in  1768,  hath  no 
more  than  mjic  millions  three  hundred  and  feven 
thoufand,  eight  hundred  and  four  inhabitants  of 
every  age  and  fex,  and  whieh  doth  not  reckon,  in 
her  colonies,  the  tenth  part  of  the  individuals 
that  would  be  neceflary  to  cultivate  them,  can- 
not remedy  this  evil  either  at  home  or  abroad^ 
without  new  and  extraordinary  efforts.  To  in- 
creafc  the  laborious  claffes  of  men,  there  muft  be 
a  reduftion  of  the  clergy,  who  enervate  and  de- 
flroy  the  ftate.  Two  thirds  of  her  military  force 
muft  be  aboliflied,  and  thefe  foldiers  muft  be 
employed  in  the  arts  ;  fince  the  connedion  with 
France,  and  the  weakncfs  of  Portugal,  no  longer 
render  them  neceflary.  The  .government  muft 
apply  itfelf  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the  people 
as  foon  as  it's  pofleflions  in  both  hemifpheres 
are  extricated  from  that  confufion  and  diforder 
into  which  they  had  been  throw'n,  for  thefe  two 
centuries  paft,  through  the  efFedls  of  indolence, 
ignorance,  and  tyranny.  But  it  is  firft  abfolutely 
neceflary  that  the  infamous  tribunal  of  the  inqui- 
fition  fhould  be  aboliflied. 

'  Vol.  IV.  Y  Sup£Rsti- 
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®  til?.  ^  Superstition,  whatever  may  be  the  reafon  ofT 
it,  prevails  among  all  nations^  whether  rude  or 
civilized.  It  proceeds  undoubtedly  from  the  fear 
of  evil,  and  from  the  ignorance  oT  it*s  .caufes>^ 
or  of  it's^  remedy.  At  Icafl  this  alone  is  iuffi- 
cient  to  hnprint  it  in  the  minds  of  all  men.. 
The  calamities  of  nature^-  plagues,  ficknefs,  un- 
forefeen  accidents,  dcftpuctive  phsenomena,.  alt 
the  latent  caufes  of  pain  and  death,  are  fp  uni^ 
rerfal  on  earth,  that  it  would-  be  very  futprifing  if 
itian  had  not  been  deeply  affSbfted  with  them  ia- 
every  country,  and  in  every  age.^ 

But  this  natural  fear  muft  always  have  \i^^ 
ereafedy  or  have  been  magnified  in  praponioa' 
to  ignorance  atid  fef^fiBiiity.  It  muft  hav^  given* 
/ife  to^  the  worfhip  of  the  elements*  that  ar^  m^ 
de(lru£tive  to  the  earth,,  fuclr  as  OMkoiif  i^  thenar 
^Ives^in  inundations,  conBagracionsx.aii^pl^gu^s;^ 
and  (Q  the  worfhip'of  animals^  whethei^  Vf  lUKn- 
ous  or  voracious^  but  alittays  noxious^  Kt^nce- 
too  mufl:  have  arifcn  the  worftiip  of  men  who? 
lave  done  the  greatcft  injuries  to-  oa^kiady  of 
comjucrors,  of  fortunate  imppftors,  of  the  work-* 
tx^  of  prodigies^  apparently  good  o^  bad  -y  and! 
the  worfhip  of  inyifibk  and  imagin^y  beings^ 
^ppofed  to  lie  concealed  \u  every  inftruiaap^t  of 
deftrudion.^  Reftt<?i5on>  and  the  ftpdy  of  naful-e!^ 
muft  have  irxfenfibly  leflened  the  number  of  thefe 
kivifibk  agents,;  and  the  hun^a  mind  mxxSt  have* 
^ifen  from  idolatry  to  theifm.^  but  thklaft  fiisoplte' 
^d  fublime  idea  will  alwaj^s  have  remained  im-* 
perfcft  and  confufcd  in  the  minds  of  the  vulgar^ 
and  mixed  with  amuUitude  of  errors  and  fancies* 
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Revelation  had  confirmed  and  perfcftcd  the  ^  ^^^^  ^ 
idea  of  the  dpftrine  of  the  unity  of  God  5  and,   ^-    w*«^ 
perhaps,  •^.  more  pure  religion  would  then  have 
been  eftablifhed,  had  not  the  northern  barbarians, 
who.  poured  in  upon  the  feVeral  provinces  of  the 
Roman  empire,  brought  along  with  them  their 
own  facrcd  prejudices,  which  could  not  be  dif- 
pelled  but  by  other  fables.  Unfortunately,  Chrift* 
ianity  was  preached  to  men  incapable  of  under- 
ftanding  it  thoroughly.     They  would  not  em- 
brace it,  unlefs  it  were  attended  with  that  exter- 
nal pomp  and  fhew  in  which  ignorance  delightSi 
Interefled  motives  burdened  it,  and  debafed  ic 
more  and  more  with  other  obfcrvances,  and  con*' 
ftantly  invented   new   doiftrines    and    miracles, 
which  were  the  more  revered  as  they  were  the  lefs 
credible*     The  nations,  engaged  during  twelve 
centuries  in  dividing  and  contefting  about  the  fe^ 
veral  provinces  of  an  univerfal  monarchy  which 
one  nation  had  formed  in  lefs  than  two  hundred  ,    i    -*' 

years,  admitted,  without  examination,  all  the  errors 
which  the  priefts,  after  much  controverfy,  had 
agreed  to  reach  the  multitude*  But  the  clergy,  too 
numerous  to  maintain  any  unanimity  of  opinion, 
had  fomented  the  feeds  of  divifion,  which  muft  -- 

fooner  or  later  be  communicated  to  the  people* 
The  time  came,  when  the  fame  fpirit  of  ambition 
and  avarice  that  aftuated  the  whole  church,  ex- 
erted itfelf  with  great  animofity  againft  many  fu* 
perftitrons  that  were  univerfally  adopted. 

As  it  was  from  cuftom  that  the  people  had  re- 
ceived all  tliofe  puerile  notions  which  they  had 
fufFcrcd  theaipfelvcs  to  be  decided  into,  and  that 
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^  they  were  not  attached  to  them-  from  nationaf 
principles  or  party  fpirit,  thofe  who  were  mofl! 
interefted  in  fupporting   them,  were   unable  to 
defend  them,  when  they  were  attacked  with  that- 
fteadinefs  that  was  calculated  to  fi«  the  attention 
of  the  public.     But  nothing  fo  much  promoted 
the  reformation  of  Luther  and  Calvin,  as  the  li- 
berty they  granted  to  every  one  to  examine  and 
determine  finally  upon  the  religious  principles  he 
had  been  taught.  Though  the  multitude  were  in- 
.  capable  of  undertaking  this  difcuffiony  yet  every 
man  plumed  himfelf  upon  having  the  privilege 
to  determine  on  a  fubjedb  in  which  his  moft  va- 
luable and   moft  important  interefts  were  con- 
cerned.    The  commotion  was  fo  univerfal,  that 
the  new  opinions  would  in  all  probability  have 
triumphed  totally  over  the  old,  had  not  the  magi- 
llracy  thought  it  their  intereft  to  ftem  the  torrents 
Implicit  obedience  was  as  neceffary  for  the  fupport 
of  the  fupreme  power,  as  for  that  of  religion,  and 
was  the  fureft  foundation  of  it's  authority ;  that 
power  began  therefore  to  be  alarmed,  left  thofe 
who  had  overturned  the  old  and  firm  founda- 
tions of  the  Roman  hierarchy^  might  next  pro- 
ceed to  examine  into  it's  own  prerogatives.    The 
republican  fpirit    which    naturally   fpread   itfelf 
among  the  reformed,  contributed  to  increafe  this 
diftruft. 

The  kings  of  Spain,  more  jealous  of  their 
power  than  other  fovereigns,  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port it,  by  eftabliftiing  a  more  uniform  fyftem  of 
fuperftitiqn.  They  were  not  fenfible  that  the 
opinions  cf  men v  concerning  an  gnknow'n  Beings 

5  ...  cannot 
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'Oannot  be  all  the  fame.  In  vain  did  rcafon  ex-  ^  J?,,?  ^ 
poftulate  with  thofe  weak  monarchs,  alleging 
t-hac  no  power  had  a  right  to  prefcribe  to  men 
what  they  were  to  think;  that  focicty,  in  order 
to  fupport  itfelf,  15  under  no  neceflity  of  reftrain' 
irtg  the  freedom  of  the  foul  \  that  to  compel 
men  to  vubfcribe  to  certain  articles  of  faith,  is  to 
exaft  a  falfe  oath,  which  makes  a  man  a  traitor 
to  his  confcience,  in  order  that  he  may  be  a  faith- 
ful  fubjeft ;  and  tliat  a  citizen  who  fervesu  his 
country,  is,  in  a  political  light,  preferable  to  him 
who  is  orthodox  to  no  purpofe.  Thefe  perma- 
nent and  inconteltible  principles  were  not  at- 
tended to.  They  were  overruled  by  the  profpe<5t 
of  great  advantage,  and  ftill  more  by  the  furious 
clamours  of  a  multitude  of  fanatical  priefts,  who 
haftened  to  affume  the  fupreme  authority.  The 
prince,  thus  reduced  to  become  their  flave,  was^ 
farced  to  abandon  his  fubjeds  to  their  caprices  5 
to  fufFer  them  to  be  opprefled,  and  to  become  an 
idle  fpectator  of  the  cruelties  exercifed  againft 
them.  From  that  time,  fuperftitious  manners, 
beneficial  only  to  the  priefthood,  became  preju^ 
dicial  to  fociety.  A  people  thus  corrupt  and 
degenerate,  were  the  moft  cruel  of  any.  Their 
obedience  to  the  monarch  was  fubordinate  to  the 
will  of  the  prieft,  who  opprefled  every  other 
power,  and  was  in  faft  the  fovereign  of  the  ftate. 
Inaction  was  the  neceflary  confequence  of  a 
fuperftition  that  enervated  all  the  faculties  of  the 
foul.  The  pro]e6t  which  the  Romans  formed 
from  their  earlieft  origin,  of  becoming  matters  of 
the  world,  (hewed  itfelf  even  in  their  religion.  It 


526  HISTORY  t)F  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


BOOK 

VIII. 


was  Vidtory,  Bellona,  Fortune,  the  genius  of^he 
Roman  people,  Rome  hcrfelf,    that  were  their 
gods.  A  nation  that  endeavoured  to  imitate  their 
example,  and  thought  of  becoming  conquerors, 
adopted  a  monkilh  government,  which  hath  de- 
ftroyed  every  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  and  will  effec- 
tually prevent  their  rcftoration  either  in  Spain  or 
America,  unlefs  this  kind  of  government  be  to- 
tally fubverted,  and  every  idea  of  the  horror  it 
excites  obliterated  with  it.     The  fupprcfllon  of 
the  inquifition  muft  certainly  haften  this  great 
change ;  and  it  is  a  pleafing  expe£tacion  to  think, 
that  if  the  court  of  Madrid  will  not  determine 
upon  this  neceffary  fliep,  they  will  one  day  be 
compelled  to  it  by  a  humane  conqueror,  who  will 
infert  it  as  the  firfl:  article  in  a  treaty  of  peace, 
that  the  Autos- iafejhall  be  abolijbedin  all  the  Sfanijb 
dominions  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

This  ftep,  however  neceffary  it  may  be  to- 
wards the  reftoration  of  the  monarchy,  is  not 
alone  fufficient.  Though  Spain  hath  employed 
more  art  to  conceal  her  weaknefs,  than  was  necef- 
fary to  enable  her  to  acquire  ftrength,  the  world 
is  not  unacquainted  with  the  diforders  Ihe  la- 
bours under.  They  have  taken  fo  deep  a  root,' 
and  arc  of  fo  inveterate  a  nature,  that  they  can- 
not be  remedied  without  foreign  aids.  If  fhe  will 
but  fubmit  to  accept  them,  (he  will  foon  fee  her 
provinces  in  both  hemifpheres  filled  with  new 
inhabitants,  who  will  bring  with  them  number- 
lefs  branches  of  induftry.  The  northern  and 
fouthern  nations,  aduated  by  that  pafiion  for 
riches  which  is  the  characleriftic  of  the  prefent 
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«gc,  will  refort  in  multitudes  to  the  regions  that  ®.  yjJJ  ^ 
^rc  throw'n  open  to  excite  their  emulation.  The 
•riches  of  the  public  will  increatfein  proportion  to 
:thofe  of  individuals^  and  thdfe  which  have  been 
acquired  by  foFeigners  will  become  a  national 
wealth,  if  they  be  .permitted  to'eryoy  them  with 
^hat  fecurity,  .facisfa£lion»  and  diftin^lion^  which 
4iiay  induce  them  to  forget  their  native  country. 

Spain  would  foon  fee  her  .population  increafe 
to  the  degree  flic  would  wifti,  if  fhe  not  only  ad- 
«iitted  perfons  of  her  own  perfuafioji^  but  even 
•encouraged,   indifcriminately^  all  fcfts  to  fettle 
•among  them.      This    might    be  ^one  without 
injury  to  the  ,principles  of  religion,  and  with- 
iout  deviating  from  the  maxims  of  true  policy. 
Well  regulated  governments  are  not  difturbed  by 
"the  diverfity  of  opinions  that  prevail  in  them;; 
neither  doth  Chriftianity^  rightly  underftood,  pro- 
scribe a  liberty  of  confcience.    The  truth  of  thefc 
maxims  hath  been  fo  clearly  demonftrated,  that 
ithey  cannot  fail  of  being  foon  adopted  as  a  rule 
•to  all  nations  that  are  in  any  degree  enlightened. 
When  the  Spaniards  have  once  procured  a  fuf- 
^cient  number  of  men,  they  will  thenf  thiak  of 
employing  them  in  the  moft  advantageous  mAn* 
iiisr.    The  anxiety  they  felt  to  ice  the  treafures  of 
America  pafs  into  the  hands  of  their  rivals  and 
enemies,  made  them  imagine  that  the  revival  of 
their  manufadures  was  the  only  method  that  could 
enable  them  to  retain  part  of  thofe  treafufes  at 
iiome.      Such  of  their  writers  upon  finance  as 
Jiave  infifted  upon  this  fy0?em,  appear  10  us  to  be 
in  an  error.     As  long  as  the  people^  who  are  m 
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^  viu  ^  poffeflion  of  thofe  manufaftures  which  ferve  to 
fupply  the  demands  of  America,  will  attend  to 
the  prefervation  of  them,  thofe  which  may  be  at- 
tempted to  be  eftabliftied  in  other  parts,  will 
fcarce  be  able  to  vie  with  them,  Thefe  manu- 
fafturers  may  poffibly  procure  the  materials  and 
workmanfliip  at  as  reafonable  a  ra;e:  but  fome 
centuries  muft  pafs  before  they  can  be  able  to 
attain  to  the  fame  degree  of  expedition  and  per- 
fedion  in  the  work.  Nothing  coujd  effect  this 
great  change,  but  fuch^a  revolution  as  would 
convey  the  belt  foreign  workmen,  and  the  mofl: 
Ikilful  artifts  to  Spain.  Till  this  period  fliall  ar- 
rive,  which  does  not  fcem  very  near,  any  attempts 
that  are  made  will  not  be  fuccefsful. 

We  may  proceed  ftill  further,  and  venture  to 
affirm,  that  though  it  fliould  be  in  the  power  of 
Spain  to  procure  a  fuperiority  in  the  manufadlures 
refpe6ling  articles  of  luxury,  (he  ought  not  to  dp 
it,  A  tranfient  fuccefs  would  'be  productive  of 
total  ruin.  Let  us  fuppofe  that  Spain  can  furnifh 
all  the  commodities  that  are  wanted  in  her  co- 
lonies 5  the  immehfe  treafures  this  trade  will 
bring  in,  will  all  center  in  home  circulation^ 
and  the  confequence  will  be,  thai  the  coin  wiU 
fink  in  value.  This  plenty  of  fpecie  will  cer- 
tainly occafion  a  dearnefs  of  provifions,  and  en- 
hance the  price  of  labour.  There  will  be  no 
proportion  between  the  price  Spain  muft  require 
for  her  manufactures,  and  that  which  the  neighr 
bouring  nations  will  fell  their's  for.  Thefe,  be- 
ing  able  to  afford  their  commodities  cheaper, 
will  oblige  the  Spaniards  to  take  them,  becaufe  an 
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exorbitant  profit  will  furmount  every^bftacle*  book 
The  Spanilh  artificers,  deftitute  of  employment, 
will  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  feeking  for  it 
in  other  places,  and  Spain  will  lofe  both  her  in*, 
duftry  and  her  population,   * 

Since  then  it  is  impoflible  that  the  Spaniards 
fliould  keep  the  whole  produce  of  the  American 
mines  in  their  own  hands,  and  fince  they  muft  un- 
avoidably fharc  it  with  the  reft  of  Europe,  they 
fliould  exert  all  their  policy  to  prefcrve  the  greateft 
part  of  it,  to  make  the  balance  incline  in  their 
favour  i  and  in  order  to  render  their  advantages 
permanent,  they"  muft  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  as  arc 
moderate.  They  will  fecure  to  themfelves  this 
kind  of  fuperiority  by  the  praftice  of  the  necef- 
f^ry  arts,  and  the  plenty  and  goodnefs  of  their 
natural  produftions. 

The  Spanilh  miniftry  have  been  fenfible  of  this 
truth,  but  have  been  deceived  in  the  opinion  they 
entertained,  that  the  manufaftures  were  the  chief 
promoters  of  agriculture.  It  is  certain,  however^ 
that  they  contribute  to  promote  the  culture  of 
lands^  They  are  even  neceflary,  wherever  the 
expencc  of  tranfport  puts  a  ftop  to  the  circulatioh 
and  confumptibn  of  the  produce,  fo  that  the  cul- 
tivator is  at  a  lofs  how,  to  difpofe  of  his  commo- 
dities. But  in  all  other  cafes,  the  farmer  can 
fuccecd  without  the  affiftance  of  manufadtures.  If 
he  can  but  difpofe  of  his  produce,  he  is  under  no 
concern,  whether  it  be  for  local  confumption,  or 
■for  tr^de  and  exportation,  and  will  go  on  with 
J)i5  tillage, 

Spain 
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^  viS.  ^  ^^^^^  annually  fells  for  exportation,  in  wool, 
filk,  oil,  wine,  iron,  and  kali,  to  the  amount  of 
above  eighty  millions  oflivres*.  Thefe  exports, 
moft  of  which  cannot  be  replaced  from  any  foil 
in  Europe,  will  admit  of  immenfe  augmentation. 
They  will  be  fufEcient,  independent  of  what  the 
Spaniards  receive  from  the  Indies,  to  pay  for  all 
the  foreign  goods  that  can  be  confumed  in  the 
nation*  Wc  grant,  that  by  thus  fending  their  lin- 
wrought  produce  to  other  countries,  they  will  in- 
creafe  their  population,  wealth,  and  power ;  but 
they  will  promote  a  more  certain. and  more  bene- 
ficial kind  of  induftry  at  home.  Their  political 
influence  will  foon  claim  a  relative  fuperiority, 
and  the  nation  employed  in  agriculture  will  foon 
become  greater  than  that  which  confines  itfelf  to 
manufadures. 

America  will  greatly  increafe  thefe  advan- 
tages 5  and  will  be  beneficial  to  Spain,  both  by 
her  gold  and  filver,  and  by  her  commodities. 

We  have  none  but  vague  notions  concern- 
ing the  quantity  of  metals  and  of  provifions 
which  the  Old  World  received  from  the  New, 
in  the  early  periods  after  the  Conqueft.  Our 
knowlege  of  thofe  points  increafes,  in  proportion 
as  we  draw  nearer  to  modern  times.  At  pre- 
lent,  Spain  receives  annually,  from  the  continent 
of  America,  89,095,052  livres  f  in  gold  or  in 
filver,  and  34.653,902  livres  J^  in  produdions ; 

*  3»333.333l-  6s,  8d.         f  3,712,293!.  16s.  8d. 
t  1,4.43,9121.  lis.  Sd 
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which  makes,  in  the  whole,  123,748,954  livrcs*.  ^  ^^^  ^ 
Taking  this  calculation  for  a  rule,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  mother-country  hath  received  from  it*s 
colonies,  in  the  fpaceof  two  hundred  and  cighty- 
feven  years,  35>5I5>949»798  litres  f. 

It  muft  be  acknowleged,  that  a  lefs  quantity 
of  produftions  was  received  formerly  than  is  at 
prefent  j  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  mines  were 
more  plentiful.  If  v/e  cho<^c  to  reckon  the  me- 
tals only,  Spain  will  have  received  no  more  than 
25,570,279,924  livres  J  ;  and  we  (hall  then  ftrike 
out  of  the  calculation,  the  9,945>669,874  livres,§ 
of  produftions. 

There  would  be  a  poffibility  of  increafmg  this 
mafs  of  metals  and  produftions.  For  the  firft 
of  thefe  objefts,  it  would  be  fufficient  that  the 
government  (hould  fend  over  to  America  fome 
perfons  Ikilled  in  metallurgy,  and  make  the  con- 
ditions eafier  on  which  they  allow  the  working  of 
the  mines.  But  this  would  be  only  a  tranficnt 
advantage,  fince  it  is  undeniable  that  gold  and 
filver  arc  not  to  be  confidered  as  riches,  but  only 
as  the  reprefen rations  of  them.  Thefe  figrts  are 
indeed  very  durable,  as  they  ought  to  be  to  an- 
fwer  their  deftination.  *  But  the  more  they  are 
multiplied,  the  more  they  lofe  of  their  value,  be- 
caufc  they  ferve  to  reprefent  fewer  things.  In 
proportion  as  they  are  become  more  common 
fince  the  difcovery  of  America,  every  thing  is  in- 
creafed   in   value   twice,  thrice,    and  four  times 

•  5,156,2061.  18 s.  4d.         t  i>479>B3f<242  1.  1  8.  6d. 
;(  1)065,428,330  1.  3  s.  4  d.     ^  414,402,91 1  ].  8  s.  4d. 
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6  o  o  K  beyond  what  it  was  before.  The  produce  of  the 
mines  hath  conftantly  decreafcd,  and  the  expence 
of  working  them  hath  been  continually  greater. 
The  balance,  which  inclines  more  and  more  to 
the  lofing  fide,  may  fo  far  deftroy  the  equipoife, 
that  it  may  be' found  neccffary  to  drop  this  fource 
of  wealth.  But  at  all  events,  it  will  be  advifeablc 
to  render  thefe  operations  more  fimplc,  and  to 
uy  every  poflible  method  to  make  this  labour  lefs 
dedrudive  to  the  human  race  than  it  hath 
been  hitherto.  There  is  another  fource  of  pro- 
fperity  for  Spain,  which  will  be  fo  far  from  de- 
creafing,  that  it  will  daily  gather  new  ftrength ; 
and  that  is  agriculture. 

Such  is  the  important  end  which  the  court  of 
Madrid  rauft  endeavour  to  compafs.  If  by 
placing  the  metals  in  that  inferior  rank  which  be- 
longs to  then),  they  refolve  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  the  public  felicity  on  the  produdlions  that  may 
be  derived  from  a  fertile  and  immenfe  territory, 
the  New  Hemifphere  will  emerge  from  that  ftate 
of  annihilation  in  which  it  was  found,  and  in 
which  it  hath  been  left.  The  fun,  which  hath 
hitherto  fhone  only  on  uncultivated  defertf,  will 
produce  univerfal  fertility.  ' 

T6  the  number  of  produflions  which  it's  rays, 
aflifted  with  the  labour  and  fkill  of  rnan,  Ihall 
bring  forth  there,  we  fhall  add  thofe  which  at 
prefcnt  enrich  .  the  iflands  of  the  New  World, 
the  confumption  of  which  is  daily  increafing, 
and  which,  after  having  been  for  a  long  time  ob- 
jects of  luxury,  begin  now  to  be  confidercd  as 
articles  of  indifpenfible  neceffity^ 

The 
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T«E  aromatics,    and    fpices    of   Afia,   which  book 
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carry  from  ten  to  twelve  millions  of  livres  * 
annually  out  of  the  monarchy,  might  be  made  to 
thrive  there;  and  there  is  particular  reafon  to 
cxpedt  this  with  regard  to  the  cinnamon.  It 
grows  naturally  in  fome  of  the  vallies  of  the  Cor- 
deleras.;  and  by  cultivation,  perhaps,  fome  o^ 
^  the  qualities  it  wants  might  be  imparted  to  it. 
Several  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico  formerly 
produced  excellent  filks,  which  were  manufac- 
tured with  fuccefs  in  Spain.  This  fource  of 
wealth  hath,  been  loft,  by  the  numberlefs  ob- 
ftruftions  it  hath  met  with;,  but  it  might  eafily 
be  revived  and  extended. 

The  Vicuna  wool  is  in  great  repute  among 
all  nations.  The  quantity  they  are  fupplred  with, 
is  nothing  in  comparifon  of  the  demands  for  it. 
The  moft  certain  method  of  increafing  this  pre- 
cious wool  would  probably  be,  to  let  the  animal 
that  fupplies  it  live,  after  having  taken  it  away 
from  him. 

It  would  be  impoQible  to  enumerate  the  pro- 
duftions,  which  regions  fo  immerife,  climates  fo 
various,  and.  foils  of  fo  different  a  nature,  might 
fupply.  Among  fuch  a  variety  of  cultivations, 
fome,  perhaps,  might  be  found  that  would  fuit 
the  Indians,  others  might  probably  induce  fome 
of  the  wandering  nations  to  fix.  Thefe  affbcia- 
tions,  diftributed  with  Ikill,  might  alfo  ferve  to 
eftablifli  communications  between  ^colonies  that 
are  now  feparated  from  each  other,  by  immenfe 

•  From  416,6661.  J3S,   4d,  to  500,000!, 
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B  vin  ^  ^^^  uninhabited  fpaces.  The  laws,  which  al- 
ways lofe  their  force  annong  nien  too  far  diftanc 
from  each  other^  and  frooi  the  magiftrate>  would 
then  be  obferved.  Commerce,  which  is  per* 
petually  interrupted  by  the  impoffibility  of  con- 
veying the  nnerchandize  to  their  deftination, 
would  then  become  more  animated.  In  cafe  o^ 
war,  the  people  would  be  warned  of  any  ap- 
proaching danger,  and  would  give  each  other 
fpeedy  and  efFeftual  fuccours.  It  mud  be  ac« 
knowleged  that  this  new  fyftem  could  not  be 
eftabliflied  without  difficulty.  Thefe  falutary 
views  would  be  thwarted  by  indolence,  by  the 
climate,  and  by  prejudices :  but  knowlege,  pru- 
dently diftributed,  encouragements  well  ma- 
naged, and  marks  of  co^fideration  properly  be- 
llowed, would  overcome,  in  proccfs  of  time,  all 
pbftacles.  The  progrefs  of  cultivation  would  be 
much  accelerated,  by  fupprefling  the  practice  now 
become  general,  of  thofc  majorafcos,  or  perpetual 
fucceflions,  which  occafion  fuch  a  number  of 
idle  perfons  in  thjp  country,  and  which  are  pro- 
ductive of  ftill  greater  mifchief  in  the  colonies. 
The  firft  conquerors,  and  thofe  whopurfued  their 
meafures,  ufurped  immenfc  diftri^fts,  or  obtained 
the  gift  of  them.  They  converted  them  into  an 
indivifible  inheritance  for  their  children;  and  the 
younger  ones  were  thus,  in  fonie  meafure,  de- 
voted to  celibacy,  to  the  tloifter,  or  to  the 
priefthood.  Thefe  enormous  pofieffions  have 
remained  uncultivated,  and  will  ftill  continue  fo, 
*cill  fome  fteady  and  prudent  man  fhall  take  upon 
him  to  permit,  or  to  order,  the  divifion  of  them* 

Then 
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Then  the  number  of  proprietors,  which  is  at  ^  ^  ^  * 
prcfent  fo  much  confined,  notwithftanding  the 
greac  exceat  of  the  terricories^  wHl  be  imrreafedy 
wd  productions  will  be    multiplied  with  pro« 
pcrtjr. 

'Tub  Idsotirs  would  advance  more  rapidly,  if 
foreigners  were  permitted  to  take  a  pift  m  them* 
The  Spanifb  Indies  were  indifcriminately  ftiue 
againfl:  them  all,  even  at  the  period  of  the  dif- 
covcry.     The  laws  formally  prcfcribcd,  that  the 
perfons  who  had  penetrated  into  them,  in  any 
manner    whatever,    (hould    be    fent  back    inta 
Europe.     PMip  II,  urged  by  his  wants,  autho- 
rized, m  1596,  his  delegates  to  naturalize  the 
few  that  had  flipped  in  there,    upon  condition 
that  they  Aould  pay  the  ftipulated  price  fqr  this 
atdoption.     This  kind  of  market  has  been  fre- 
quently renewed,  but  rather  in  favour  of  artifta 
of  neceflary  utility  to  the  country,  than  for  mer- 
diants,   who>  ic  was  fijppofed,   would  one  day 
retire  with   the  wealth  they  had  accumulated^ 
The  number,  however,  both  of  the  one  and  the 
tfflher,    hath  always    been    extremely  confined, 
becaufe  it  is  proWfeit^d  to  embark  any  in  the 
radther-country  1    and  that  the   eolonies  them- 
felves,    whether    from   motives  of    miftruft  or 
jealoufy,    rcje<Sl    theim.      The    advancement  of 
knQwlege,  gives  us  reaibn  to  think  that  this  un- 
ibciable  fpirit  will  have  an  end.     The  govern- 
ment will  at  length  underfkand  what  they  have  to 
expeft  from  a  healthy  and  vigorous  man,  between 
five-and-twenty  and  thirty  years  of  age;    what 
mifchief  he  doth  to  the  country  which  he  quits, 

and 
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BOOK  and  how  acceptable  he  is  to  the  foreign  nations^ 
among  whom  he  transfers  his^  ftrength,  and  his 
induftry.  They  will  comprehend,  how  ftrangely 
(lupid  it  is  to  make  the  right  of  hofpitality  be 
purchafed  by  the  man,  who  fhould  come  to  mul- 
riply  by  his  ufeful  labours,  either  the  produdions 
of  the  foil,  or  the  works  of  the  manufadures^ 
They  will  difcern  the  deep  policy  of  thofe  people^ 
who  (hould  make  a  point  of  inviting  the  inha- 
bitants of  neighbouring  regions,  to  fettle  in  their 
towns,  or  in  their  country-places,  or  to  traverfe 
their  provinces.  They  will  find  out  what  fort  of 
tribute  fhould  be  impofed  upon  nations,  who 
might  fupply  them  with  workmen,  with  culti- 
vators, and  with  confumers ;  •  how  much  the 
fpirit  of  intoleration  which  banifhes  is  fatal; 
what  funds  of  wealth  a  nation*  derives  from 
toleration,  and  how  indifferent  a  circumftance  it 
is,  to  the  value  of  commodities,  whether  they 
be  produced  from  the  labours  of  orthodox  perfons 
or  of  heretics,  of  Spaniards  or  of  Hollanders.  But 
the  greateft  encouragements  that  could  be  given 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  lands,  and  all  the  favours 
which  it  would  be  poHlble  to  add  to  them,  would 
ho-  of  no  effeft,  without  the  certainty  of  an  eafy 
and  advantageous  mart  for  the  produdions.  M. 
de  la  Enfenada  firft  difcovered  that  the  exporta- 
tion of  them  would  be  impradicable,  as  long  as 
the  commerce  of  the  New  World  flioiild  be  con- 
duded  in  the  manner  it  had  been.  Accordingly, 
notwithftanding  the  oppofition  he  met  with  i  and 
notwithftanding  the  prejudices  he  had  to  combat, 
he  fubftituted,  in  1740,  detached  vcffels  to  the 
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parade  fo  antiently  eftablifhcdj  and  fo  highly 
irever^d,  of  gallepns  and  fleets*  ,  He  was  mili- 
tating other  changes  ftill  more  adv.anrageouS^ 
when  ah  unexpeftcd  difgracc  flopped  him  in  the 
midft  of  his  brilliant  careen  ^ 

One  half  of  the  good  which  this  bold  and  able 
minifter  had  done,  was  annulled  in  1756,  by  the 
re-eftablifliment  of  the  fleets :  but  this  mifchief 
was' partly, repaired  eight  years  after)  by  the  fet-^ 
ting  on  foot  of  the  packet- boats,  which^  from 
Corunna,.  were  to  carry,  every  month,  to  tht 
Havannahj  the  letters  deftined  for  the  northern 
colonies;  and  every  two  month$>  to  Buenos* 
Ayreis^  thofc  that  were  deftined  for  the  fouthern 
colonies.  Thefe  vcflels,  which  were  of  no  incon- 
fiderable.  fizc,  were  allowed  to  load  at  their,  de- 
parture with  European  n)erchandize>  and  at  their 
return,  wkh  American  commodities. 

THt  exportation  of  metals  was  forbidden  under 
capital  penalties*  This  abfurd  jn-ohibition  was 
made  a  jeft  of,  becaufc  it  was  ncceflfary  that 
foreign  commerce  fliould  receive  the  value  of  tht 
merchandize  it  had  fumilhed*  Antient  govern^ 
meats,  which  had  for  the  laws  the  rcfpedt  they 
defervc,  would  not  have  failed  to  abrogate  one, 
the  obfervance  of  which  had  been  ihew*n  to  ht 
chimerical.  1%  our  modern  times,  when  em- 
pires, are  rather  condufted  by  the  caprices  of  the 
governors^  than  regailated  upon  reafooabl^  prin- 
ciples, Spain  went  no  further^  in  1748,  than  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  gold  and  filver^  upon 
caodition  that  a  duty  of  three  per  cent*  fhould  be 
paid  to  the  treafury.     Twenty  years  after,  this 
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*  tm  *  ***  ^*^  mcrcafcd  to  four  .per  cent,  alchouf^  the 

g&veri>ment  vras  warned  bj  pei^tual  &Euds»  that 

k  was  their  imereft  to  lower  it. 

-   The  year  1774 *was  the  period  of  another  iot*- 

tnnate  innovatjon.     '^TtH  that  time,  every  kinii 

atf  irttercOHrfe  between  the  ferer^^parts  of  the 

ikmtrican  corKtinent  had  been  rigidly  prcrfi^^ed^ 

Mexico,  Guatimala,  Peru,  and  the  New  Ktng» 

^tn,  were  all  compelled  to  be  ftrangets  to  eaek 

0ther»    The  adion  and  re-axStioa  which  would 

iiQEve  xnade  them  slW  partake  of  the  advraotagei^ 

omture  had  idifiriboted  anumg  them,  tWei:e  con-* 

/fidecsd  as  crimes,  and  -fevenrly  puoifbed.    Bat 

"What  leiafon  can  he  aliigned,  why  thia profccqitioci 

ihotild  not iiaKe  been  extended,  from  one  (town  to 

-another,  or  from  oae  dwelling  to  a.ndcghbouchqg; 

4:>ne  in  the  fame  diftrx&,  from  one  family  ID  anoH 

ther  in  the  fanne  diftri<9r:E  .l&th  .nature,  tractd 

lu^on  !the  foil,  which  tnen  inhabit,  aay  Xmt  of 

dimitafiioniHow  doth  it  happen,  that 'vniier  the 

::iamevdominbn,  a  place  iiitiatied  at  anrequ^idilf* 

stance  &dn^  twb  other  pliaee^,  .fhould  br  alliwvmi  a 

^vx  exercife  cof  a  jsrivilege  towards  the  £ftft, 

which  is  irefu&d  ^t^  it  towards  the  ^Weft  I  -Etoth 

fliot  fech  an  edidt,  properly  interpreted,  'iignify, 

'4et  us  forbid  eveiiy  country  to  cultivate  oiore  than 

is  neceffary  ^for  it'^sown  confomption,  a^ .every 

tniiabitantfromrbeing  in  want  of  anyrthing  be- 

-fide  the  produ(3:fotis  of  His  own  foit  ?  .A  .free 

•<tommirnicatfon   was  at  length  opened  hecweea 

.ifhefe  provinctes :  and  the  inhabitants  were  alk)wca| 

?tl3  think  themfelves  fellow-citizens,  and' txi^/ ureal 

•'each  other '-as  brethren. 
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.  On^  law,  of  jthe  month  of  Fdjruary  1778,  *  ^  ^ 
ptirmits  alltthe  ports  of  Spain  ,to  difpatch  fhips  to 
jBuenQS-AyreSj  atid  to  rfic  South  Sca»  In  tht 
jffiptith  .^  ©{Stobc/"  of , the  fame  year,  this  Jibertjr 
hath  been  grafted  for  the  reft  0/  thfc  continenti 
pi^ccpt  for  Mexico }  which  .will  lUndoubtedly  foon 
^njoy  the  fame  ^dvai^t^ge.  Tb^^  :9^ill  be:  a  con- 
4^rab}e  ^p  i  but  it  wjU  not  be  fyfficient,  ^s  it  i»^ 
fii^poCed,  to  put  a  flop  to  the  fmOggliqg  trades 
3¥hich  Qccafions  fo  many  damours. 

All  the  people  whofe  poffeflions  have  beerl 
iiear  die  Spaniih  fcfttlements,  have  endeavoured 
to  appropriate  to  themfelvesi  clandcftincly,  thetf 
treafures  and  their  commodities^  The  Portu- 
gucfehave  turned  their  views  towards  die  rivef 
Plata  i  the  Freiiich,  the  Danes,  and  the  Dutch^ 
towards  the  coaft  of  Caraccas,  Cartjiagena^  and 
PortonBdiOi  The  EnglHh,  who  knew,  and  fre- 
quented thefe  roads>  have  found  that  the  ceHions 
made  to  them  by  the  laft  treaty,  have  opened  to 
ihepp  other  ways  of  obtaining  a  more  confider- 
Itble  :fhare  5>f  thefe  riqh  fpoils*  All  thefe  nations 
^avc  fuisceeded  in  their  attempts,  by  deceiving 
or  bribing  the  guarda  coftasj  and  fpmetimes  by 
ftghtitig;them» , 

The  governors,  far  from  temedyyxg  thefe 
dtfordcrs,  encouraged  them  as  muth  as  |)a(Iihle. 
Screrai  of  them. had  purchafed  .their  poftsi  moft^ 
of  them  were  in  haflre  to  get  fortunes,  And  wiiheci 
lo  be  paid  for  the  dangers  they  had  incurred  by 
the  change  of  climate*  There  was  not  a  morjienc 
to  be  Joft,  bec^ufe  it  was  feldom  they  were  con* 
linued  in  their  j^tlaces  more  than  from  three  t^ 
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•  vjn  ^  ^^^  yearsi  Among  the  Icaft  dangerous  moHcs 
they  had  of  acquiring  riches,  was  that  of  encou*- 
raging  the  contraband  trade^  or  of  carrying  it  oti 
themfekves.  No  perfon  in  America  exclaimed 
againft  a  condud  which  was  favourable  to  alL 

If  the  complaints  of  fome  European  merchants 
reached  the  court,  they  were  cafily  fileneed  By 
proper  gratuities  to  confeiibrSy  miftrefles,  of  fa- 
vourites. The  delinquent  not  only  (helcered 
himfelf  from  punifliment,  but  was  alfo  rewardecK 
Nothing  was  fd  well  eftabliflied  or  fo  generally 
know'n  as  this  pradice.  A  Spaniard  juft  returned 
from  America,  where  he  had  filled  an  important 
poflr,  was  complaining  to  a  friend  of  the  injurious 
reports  that  were  fpread  concerning  the  difcharga 
of  his  truft.  J/yeu  are  flandcred^  fays  his  friend, 
you  are  undone  i  but  if  your  exiorfions  are  not  eX'- 
agger  at  ed^  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  give  up  part 
$f  your  plunder^  and  you  will  enjoy  the  remaind^ 
peaceably^  and  even  with  credit 4 

'  The  fraudulent  trade  will  continue  ^trll  it  hath 
.  been  made  impoflible  to  bear  the  expences  of  it^ 
or  to-  brav'e  the  dangers  to  which  it  expofesj 
and  this  can  never  be  done  but  by  lowering  the 
duties,  with  which  the  Spanilh  ports  have  been 
fucceflively  overburthened.  Even  fince  the  fa- 
crifices  made  by  government  in  the  regulations 
of  177  &,  the  contraband  trader  hath  an  advan-» 
tige  of  fixty-four  per  cent,  over  the  fair  dealen  . 
The  revolution  which  a  judicious  fyftem  of 
policy  may  bring  about,  will  occafion  a  defici- 
ency, and  a  very  confiderable  one,  in  the  public! 
trcafury  :   but  the  diftrcfs  that  would  refuh  from 
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It,  would  be  no  more  than  momentary.  Im*  •  ^^^  ^ 
s  mcnfe  riches  will  one  day  be  produced  from  this 
long  expcded  arrangement  of  things. 
.  According  to  the  new  fyftcm,  Spain,  which 
hitherto  hath  furniflied  annually  no  more  than 
one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  forty-one  tun* 
of  wine  and  brandy^  by  which  the  cultiyators 
had  not  got  one  million  of  livres  *^  will  now  fend 
cen  or  twelve  times  sts  much*  This  exportation 
would-  Certilize  an  uncultivated  territory,  ^d 
wouki  difguft  Mexico,  as  well  as  fame  other 
provinces  of  the  N^w  Worjd,  of  the  bad  liquorf 
they  are  ufcd  to  confume,  on  account  of  the 
dearf^efs  q£  thofe  that  have  croifed  the  Teas. 

Th£  manufaiStures,  which  the  impoflibility  of 
paying  fof  thofe  which  came  from  riieOld  Hcmi* 
fphere  have  caufcd  £o  be  eftablifhed,  would  not 
Support  themfclves.  It  would  have  been  the  higheft 
aft  of  tyranny  to  put  them  down  by  authority, 
a$  fome  inC'onfidetratc,  corrupt,  and  dcfpotip 
jninift^s.  have  not  fcruplcd  to  propofej  but 
nothing  would  be  more  reafonable  than  to  bring 
them  intp  difrepute  with  the  perfons  who  now  ufe 
iheo)  for  clQthing,  by  ofFering  them^  at  ^  pried 
f]uiubk  to  their  circun^ftances,  linen^s  and  iluffs, 
ihat  would  be  ntsore  ^igr^cekble  to  their  tafte,  or 
to  fhcir  vanity.  Then  the  copfumption  of  Eu« 
ropean  merchandize,  which  doth  not  exceed 
annually,  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twel^V 
^uns,  would  be  doubly  incre^fed^  ^nd  in  proceft 
^f  riii)e>  joiu^h  more. 
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*  viir  '^  '^^^  hands  which  arc  employed  in  manofac-i 
tare,  would  be  transferred  to  agriculture,  whrcK 
is  at  prefcht  much  Confined.  The  ports,  how- 
ever, of  all  nations,  arc  o^6n  to  thei#  comiTKxii- 
ties.  Several  of  them  might  perhaps  ofcrjedt; 
that  Spain  fliould  make  the  moft  df  her  iHandsj 
becaufefuch  an  improvement  would  ne^flfirily 
occafion  an  evident  ih^wy^  to  her  fcolbnie^  s  hvti 
they  are  dl  defirous  rii^t  fte  fliould  b^i^ig  mo^t 
Df '  the  proda  Aions  of  her  continent  to  market; 
becaufe  mdft  of  them  are  net/eflfary,  and  eanno( 
be  replaced  by  others. 

This  new  arrarigemei^t  of  things  would  be 
equally  favourable  to  the  nhlines.  Thofe  whicli 
liave  been  negle^ed  from  their  not  being  able  to 
pay  fdr  the  mercury,  and  other  articles^  would 
be  opened  again,  Thofe,  the  working  of  wWch 
hath  not  been  interrupted^  wooki  be  i^iftow^d  up 
with  more  a&ivky,  and  with  greater  meMd.  The 
plenty  of  metals  would  open  frefli  mstf-kets  t<| 
induftry,  whicJi  even  the  abieft  mien  db  DQt 
think  of. 

Ttit  Americans,  becbfrie  rAdre  rich  arid  more 
happy,  would  have  more  confidence  in  govern*- 
mentt  They  would  readily  confent  to  pay  taxeSj^ 
tfee  nature  iind  levying  of  which  can  only  be 
properly  regulated  on  the  fpot,  arid  ftttiti  a  ma- 
nure confidigration  of  the  chara<5ker  and  cuft6n?l$ 
"♦f  the  p(^ople,  Thefe  tributes,  ho^^eyer  trifling 
ihey  may  dc  fuppofed  to  be,  would  do  nnofe  than 
fill  up  fhe  deficiency  occafioned  in  the  public 
coffers,  by  the  leflpning  of  the  duties^ 
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•^ttE  cfown,  enjoying  a  more  confidenabic  ro  ^  y tJS.  '^ 
'^vtinaei  would  no  I<>nger  aba«idoii>  didr  prorinces.  ^  ■■    ^^    i; 
C6  the  rftpacioufiiefsof  liieir  ageois.   Tbe7  would 
UfBsn  eb€  nuinber  of  dttm,   pay  choiV  they  rc« 
tainedl  in  a  proper .  mtniier^  and  cooqidc  thenx  to 
refped  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  tfar  iflterc(kl. 
of  gofttmrntat^    To  iWiik  ic  icnpoflible  thai:  Ah 
ijpirit  of  jiifticc  flaoiild  be  eftabii£h)ed|.j(wmtd  ^gjM^T 
an  igiioraiioe  ef  the  cefources  of  a  weUn9iW2iig94, 
authority.     Camptlb   fucceeded   ia  i)j.  4^^ng^ 
hia  avftere  mtniftry^  aikhough  the  gfi^^mqts  of 
America  at  that  dnie  had  coBtcaSe^  the  haibU  c^ 
plondery  and  that  their  appoiimmi^ts.were  m>t; 
fafficient  to  iTnintain    the  iligiuiy  which  their. 

rank  fecaied  to  reqake. 

It  muft  be  aeknowieged,  that  t)ie  freedom  of 
trade  beoroen  ^l  Spain  and  Amenkra^  hath  beett 
reckoned  a  chimera*  The  harbours  of  thi$  pen^ 
kifiita  arcj  as  it  has  been  faid,.  fo  poor,  thais 
whatever  ileps  nuy  be  taken^  that  of  Cadbc  wiU 
remaia  iiithe  fole  poileffion  of  this  monopoly.  This 
would  undoobcedly  happen,  if  the  antrcnt  fyfteiti 
Ihou^  only  be  departed  from  in  thia  point:  but» 
if  the  new  plan  be  direded  by  the  pri^sciples  al-» 
ready  eftabli£hedj  and  alije^y  praftiied  among 
commercial  nations  1  it  will  be  found  that 
there  are  in  moft  of  the  ports  of  this  king* 
dom  funds  fufficient  for  thcie  undertakings;. 
Thefe  armaments  will  e^en  foon  be  mukipliq|^ 
becaule  the  moderate  rate  of  'the  freight,  and  of 
Che  duties,  will  allow  them  to  iend  commoa  ' 
merchandize^  and  to  receive  in  return,  comnrah 
likies  of  imall  value*   /In  procefs  of  time^  the 
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*  Vin  ^  navigation  of  the  mother-country,  with  it's  colo- 
nies on  the  continent!  which  at  prefent  employs 
no  more  than  from  thirty  to  thirty-two  ihips 
every  year,  would  receive  fo  grfeat  an  in^reafc, 
that  the  boldeft  fpeculatocs  could  not  veii{ure  to 
fix  the  limns  of  it. 

It  hath  been  fuppofed,  with  more  foundation^ 
th^t  as  foon  as  the  ports  of  America  ihould  be^ 
open  to  all^the  ports  of  the  monarchy,  and  that 
no^kind  of  oppreifion  would  exift  in  the  cuftoms, 
trade,  when  freed  from  thefe  (hackles,  would 
oCcafion  unlimited  emulation.  The  avidity  and 
imprudence  of  the  merchants,  give  reafon  to* 
fufpedt  this  confufion ;  which  might  perhaps  turn 
out  to  advantage.  The  colonifts,  encouraged  by 
the  cheaphefs^  to  the  acquifition  of  eojqymencs 
which  they  -had  been  never  able  to  procure,  will 
have  other  wants,  and  confequcntly  would  devote 
themfclves  to  other  labours.  If  even  the^  oxcefs^ 
of  the  competition  would  be  an  evil,  it  ^ould 
never  be  any  thing  more  than  a  temporary  one. 
To  endeavour  to  prcvirnt;  this  commotion,  by 
laws  de{lru6kive  of  every  good,  is  to  atten>p( 
the  prevention  of  a  fortunate  revolution,  by  ^ 
continual  fyftem  of  oppreflion. 

But  the  objedion  which  had  been  mod  thought 
of  in  the  court  of  Madrid^  hath  been«  it  feems, 
that  all  the  European  nations  would  find  their 
trade  increafe  by  thcfe  arrangements.  This  is 
certainly  true.  But  would  not  Spanifh  induftry 
be  equally  encouraged,  fince^  when  freed  from 
the  duty  which  foreign  merchandize  would  conr 
finu^  to  pay,  on  entering  the  kingdom,  if  vouW 
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Jjrcfcryc   all    it's  advantages?    Would'  not  the  ^  ^^  ^ 
gjxvcrnoient     Hill     collect     the     duties      they   \.—^^^L^ 
might  have  thought  proper  to  leave  upon  thefc 
produAions?    Would  .not  their  navigators  flill 
gain  their  freight?    Would  not  their  nrjerchants. 
be  the  agents  of  this  commerce  ?  Would  not  their 
fubje<5ls  of  the  New  World  obtain  at  a  cheaper 
rate  every  thing  that  is  conveyed  to  them  ?  It  is, 
perhaps,  a  fortunate  circumftance  for  this  power, 
to  be  obliged  to  fhare  with  other  people  the  fup- 
plying  of  it's  American  pofTefllons.     If  it  were 
otherwife,  the  maritime  powers  would  exert  their 
utmoft  efforts .  to  deprive  it  of  them.     Whether 
they  would  fucceed  or  not,  is  a  point  which  re- 
mains to  be  examined, 

•       •  ...  .       . 

T;»E  Dutch  \fcrc  the  firft  people  who  ventured  inqoi^ 
to  turn  their  ^rms.  againft  Peru.     They  fenta  spaniftem- 
fmall  fquadron  thither  in  1 643,  which  eafily  took  X^^^^ 
Bajdivia,  the  only  fortified  port  of  Chili,  and  the  JJJjJJi,"^, 
key  to  thofe  peaceful  feas.     Their  navigators  al-  »» «!>«  n«w 
ready  pofTefTed,  in  imagination,  the  treafures  o^ 
tliof?  rich  countries,  'till  their  expeftations  were 
difappointed  by  the   appearance  of  famine  and 
difeafe*     The  death  of  their  favourite  chief  in- 
preafed  their  anxiety,  and  the  troops  that  were 
fcntagginft  them  from  Callao  threw  them  into 
tofal  defpair,     The  ide^  of  the  diftance  they  were 
at  fropi  theij-  native  country,  deprived  them  of  all 
their  courage,   apd  the  fear  of  falling  into  the 
h^ac^  of  a  nation  whofe  hatred  they  had  fo  often 
experienced,    determined    them    to   re-embark* 
If  their  perfcverance  had  been  greater,  they  woul4 
proljably  have  preferved  their  conquefts  'till  the 

arrival 


B  oo  K  artival^  of  the  ftrccoufr  that  wofuld  have  been  fcrtt 
from  the  Zuyder-zee^  when  their  firft  fuccefi  came 
16  be  know'n.     *  * 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  thoie  Frenchmen^ 
who,  in  I595>  united  their  riches  and  their  cf-< 
forts'  to  go  ^nd  pltfrtder  Peru,  an^d  to  form  a: 
fcttlement  on  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Chili  which 
bad  been  neglefted  by  the  Spaniards*  Thia 
ichemc  was  approved  by  Lewis  XIV.,  who,  to  fa- 
cilitate the  execution  of  it,  granted  fix  men  ctf 
war.  The  fquadron  proceeded  very  fortunately, 
lender  the  command  of  the  brave  Dc  Genes,  *trll 
it  got  towards  the  middle  of  the  Streights  of  Ma<« 
gellan.  Succefs  was  thotrght  to  be  near  at  hand» 
when  the  navigators,  obftinately  repulfcd  by 
contrary  winds,  and  afTailed  with  ev^ry  poflifole 
calamity,  were  obliged  to  return  to  Europe* 
Thefe  adventurers,  ftill  thirfting  after  riches  and 
dangers,  were  intending  to  fbrm  a  new  aflbeia-* 
tion,  when  the  couffe  of  events  united  the  inte* 
i^cfts  of  the  two  crowns, 

fHE  Englifh  had  turned  their  attention  wiA 
avidity  towards  thefe  countries,  before  other 
people.  They  were  temfpted  by  the  mines  as 
early  as  the  year  1624^  but  the  weaknefs  of  the 
prince  who  then  reigned,  proved  the  ruin  of  a 
confiderable  aflbciation  formed  for  this  great  pur- 
pofe.  Charles  11.  rcfomed  this  important  project, 
.  and  fent  Sir  John  Narbofough  to  reconnoitre  thofe 
latitudes  that  were  fo  little  knoVn,  and  to  em* 
iJeavour  to  Open  fome  communication  with  the 
fayages  of  Chili.  That  mx)narch  was  fi>  impatient 
to  know,  the  focccfs  of  the  Wpcdition,  that  when 

he 


ht  WS*  irtforiried  of  the  rctrmi  of  Ms  sttlmtrd  b  o  <>^  *: 
fd  the  Dovi^ns,  he  got*  into  his' barge,  and  v^nt  to 
meec  hifc  it  G^avcfenfd.  * 

THOircrf  this   firft  itttthpi  had  been  of  no 
Idtrantage,  the  Britifh  triinittry  were  not  dlfcou- 
raged.    The  elevation  of  the  Duke  of  Ahjou  to 
the  tfirdne  excited  a  general  ferment.     England, 
which  had  put  itfelf  at  the  head  of  the  confe-» 
defaey   formed  to  deprive  this  prince    of  the 
ihrone,  'i^a^  viftorious  in  all  parts.  But  was  ob- 
liged to  purchafe'  this  glory  at  a  very  dear  r^tc^ 
The  Ration  was  groaning  tinder  tlie  oppreflidri  of 
faxes,  while  the  treafury  had  cdntrafted  fmrhehfc 
engagements.     It  feemed  difficult  to  fulfil  thcrri^ 
and  at  the  farti'e  time  to  continue  the  war ;  when 
the   idea  was   (liggefted.  of  a   company   which 
fhonld  have  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trading  to 
the  Sooth  Seas,  upon  condition  that  they  itould 
liquidate  the  national  debt.     Such  was  the  opi- 
nion they  entertained  of  the  riches  of  Peru,  and 
faf  the  great  foftunes  that  might  eafily  be  made 
there,  that  foreigners,  as  *ell  as  the  people  of 
fhe  country,  were  eager  to  lend  their  money  to 
this  undertaking.     The  direftidri  of  it  was  given 
to  the  Lord  High  Treafurer  Oxford,  the  author 
of  the  projeft,  and  he  employed,  iri  the  cxpcnces 
©f  the  ftate,  funds  that  werfe  defined  for  a  very 
different  purpofe. 

Thek  the  (hares  of  the  new  compiny  fell  .into 
ihc  titnwft  difrepute ;  but  they  foon  rofe  again. 
At  the  peace,  the  court  of  London  obtained  fronn 
tiiat  of  Madrid,  that  the  South  Sea  Company 

IbQyld  fulfil  it's  dcftinatioit.    The  trade  of  Peru 
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BOOK  was  formally  given  up  to  them.  They  were 
quietly  enriching  tbemfelves^  ivhen  a  bloody  war 
changed  the  fitu^tion  of  affairs.  A  fqua4|on>  un-> 
der  the  command  q{  Aqfon^  was  fent^  inftead  of 
the  fhips  of  thofe  rapacious  merchants  which  fre^ 
quented  thefe  feas.  It  is  probable  he  would  have 
executed  the  whole  of  his  terrible  commifUon^  had 
he  not  been  prevented  by  the  misfortunes  that 
befel  his  fquadron^  in  being  obliged^  from  iil^ 
concerted  meafures^  to  double  Cape  Horn,  at  aa 
improper  and  dangerous  feafon. 
/  Since  the  lafl:  peace^  the  French  in  1764,  an3 
the  Engliih  in  1766,  have  undertaken  to  form  a 
fettlement  not  far  from  the  coaft  of  Patagonia,  or 
in  fifty-one  degrees  thirty  minutes,  of  fouthern  la« 
titude,  in  three  iflands,  which  the  former  have 
called  Malouine^  and  the  later  Falkland  IQands* 
Spain,  alarmed  at  feeing  foreign  nations  in  thefe 
latitudes,  eafily  obtained  from  t,fi^  CQwrt  of  Ver- 
failles  the  facriHce  of  their  feeble  colony :  bu(  th^ 
warmeft  reprefentations  produced  no  effc(3;  upon 
the  court  of  London,  which  had  not  the  fame 
motives  of  attention  and  qompUifance.  The  mi-* 
niftry  oq  both  fides  grew  warm.  Port  f^gmonr, 
recently  occupied,  was  fuddenly  attacked,  and 
taken  without  refiftangc.  The.  two  hemifphere^^ 
were  again  going  to  be  deluged  with  blood,  if  the 
aggreflbrs  had  not  at  length  determined  to  rc-f 
ftore  a  poft,  which  they  ought  not  to  have  feizcd 
upon,  at  a  time  when  negociations  were  opened  t<^ 
examine  into  the  rights  of  the  two  crowns.  Eng- 
land hath  fince  engaged,  by  a  verbal  agreement  pf 
the  aid  January  177 1>.  to  fufFcr  thjs  feeble,  ufe? 
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Jefs,  and  cxpenfire  fcttlement  gracluaHy  ^:o  decay.  *  ^^^  * 
AccQrdingly,  iti  the  month  of  May  1774,  there 
temaincii  no  niore  than  five-and-twenty  meh 
tipon  it,  when  it  was  evacuated,  leaving  an  iri- 
fcription  to  Certify  to  pofterity,  that  thefe  ifland*s 
had  belonged,  ind  had  not  ccafed  to  belong  to 
Great  Britain.  Thefe  navigators,  attentive  to 
the  dignity  of  their  nation,  infuked,  at  their  de- 
f>arture,  the  rival  power.  It  is  from  motives  of 
condcfcenfion,  and  not  of  fear,  that  they  are  will* 
ing  to  defift  from  their  claims.  But  when  they 
promife  eternal  duration  to  their  empire,  they 
forget  that  their  grandeur  may  difappear  as  ra- 
pidly as  it  hath  rifen.  Of  all  the  modern  nations, 
what,  remains  will  there  be  in  the  annals  of  the 
world  ?  The  names  only  of  a  few  illuftrious  per-^ 
fonages,  of  a  Chriftopher  Columbus,  of  a  Def- 
cartes,  and  of  a  Newton.  What  a  number  of 
petty  ftates,  all  ridiculoufly  afpiring  xq  the  great 
deftinies  of  JRome ! 

Without  the  affiftance  ofthis  ftaple,  and  in- 
tJeed  without  any,  Anfon  thought  that  the  era- 
^re  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  might 
be  attacked  with  advantage.  According  to  the 
plan  of  this  celebrated  navigator^  twelve  men  of 
i)^ar,  fcnt  from  Europe  with  three  or  four  thou- 
sand troops,  would  dired  their  courfe  towards  the 
Sotith  Scju  They  would  procure  rcfrefhments  ar 
Bahia,  at  Rto  Janeiro,  ac  St.  Catherine's,  and 
throughout  all  the  Brazils,  where  a  flrong  defire 
prevails,  of  humbling  the  Spaniards.  The  repairs 
thattnight  become  neccflary,  would  be  executed 
jxrith  fafery  upon  the  defert  and  uninhabitable 
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eoaft  of  ^.^KiskgtMjiia,  ^ax  ^ort  Define^  or  St.  jfultaiU 
Xhe  fqaia^roa  wQuld  dpuble  Cape  Horo^  ^t 
w^otyld  (go  through  th^  Sireights  of  MageUaj^ 
according  to  ftbe  difieren}:  feafoos  of  the  yicar.  1/ 
,Dhey  ^ould  chance  xo  feparate>  they  MU>uld  o^eetC 
.^a,in  at  |the  de^t  ifland  pf  Socoro,  and  then  a&« 
^ack  Baldivia  mth  ^heir'uniced  force. 

Xhi3  fartrcfs,  the  poly  oine  that  covets  CMii^ 
JKing  carried  .by  a  fudden  and  tmpeciious  attack^ 
-what  fervice,  for  the  defence  of  the  Country, 
could  be  expected  frcxvi  enervated  and  unexpe«- 
rieoced  citizens^  agai&fl:  ttoops  inured  to  difci** 
^ine  and  i:nilitary  exercifes  i  What  could  thef 
.diey  do  .againft  the  Araucos  and  other  favages^ 
diways  dtfpofed  to  renew  their  cruelties  and  their 
^ravages  ? 

The  coafts  of  Peru  would  niak^  fiiH  lefs  re^- 
ance.  They  are  all  -defended  only  by  CaUao^ 
where  a  bad  garrifon  of  fix  hundred  men  Would 
foon  capitulate.  The  reduftion  of  -this  famous 
l>ort  wouki  open  the  i^ay  to  LimsL,  which  is  no 
more  than  two  leaguiss  off,  4ind  incapable  of 
making  imy  defence.  Tlie  feeble  fuccours  that 
could  be  fent  to  the  two  cities  from  the  inland 
parts»  where  there  are  no  foldiers^  would  not 
favethem;  and  the;fquadron  would  eafily  iqter^ 
xept  any  that  might  come  from  Panama  by  fea« 
£anama  itfelf)  which  is  furrounded  only  by  a 
iKalU  without  a  ditch  or  any  outworks^  cwould 
be  obliged  to  furrender.  Xhe  garrifon,  conti*^ 
Aually  weakened  by  deuchments  that  muft  hfp 
fent  to  Chagre,    to  Porto-JBellOi    and  to  other 
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pofU^  vmvid  .fa«  enable  tQ«pulfc  the  moftitrifling  ^  Oj  o  s 

sAiKaoif  was  of  opinion^  that  ^he  icoafts  being; 
cmire  fubduet],  the  reft  of  *the  empite  would  foon 
be  obliged  to  fvbmit.  This  idea  was  fout^ed 
upon  the  effeaiinacy,  iCowardice,  and  ignorance 
of  thefe  people  in  the  .managemcni:  >of  arois^  Ac*- 
cording  to  his  informations^  a  bold  enenny  would 
have.had  nearly  as  much  advantage  overnhe  Spa* 
iiiards>  as  they  themfelves  had  over  i^he  vAmeeiip 
tans  at  the  period  of  the  difcoveity« 

Such  were,  thirty  years  ago,  the  ideas  o^  onft 
<^f  the  greatefl:  'feamen  England  ever  had.  "But 
we  may  imagine  that>he  would  not  talk  in  this 
ftyle  at  pnsfent.  The^court  of  Madrid,  roufed  by 
the  humiliations  and imisfor tunes  of  the  Jaft  war, 
ha^  fent  well  difciplined  ^troops  into  ^Peru,  and 
have  intrufted  the  fortified  places  to  experienced 
commanders.  The  fpirit  of  the  militia  is  entirely 
changed  in  this  part  of  the  New  World.  What 
perhaps  was  poflible,  is  now  no^more  fo.  Ad 
invafion  would  more  particularly  ^become  a  chi- 
tneriear  idea,  if  in  that  diftant  region  the  la^ 
forces  were  fupported  by  proportionate  maritime 
(firength.  We  fhall  even  venture  to  affirm,  4hat 
the  junction  of  thefe  two  forces  would  .infallibty 
'txjptl  the  (ikg  of  all  otho*  .nations  from  'tfatt^ 
rcoads. 

Whu  operattons  of  the  fqtiadron  fliotild  not 'be 
limited,  ^either  to  the  fighting  df  the  enemy,  or 
or  to  the  keeping  of  them  at  a  diftanee.  The 
'Ihips  cf  which  it  would  confift  mrght  be  tife- 
fuliy  employed,  in  producing,  or  in  collcfting 
5  upon 
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*  vin  ^  "P^"  ^^^^^  coafts,  the  articles  which  either  dd 
not  grow  there,  or  which  are  loft  from  the  dif* 
ficulty  of  exportation.  Thefe  encouragements 
would  probably  awaken  the  colonifts  from  the 
lethargic  ftate  in  which  they  have  continued  for 
three  centuries.  When  they  were  aflured  that 
the  produce  of  their  cultures  would  reach  Pa-» 
hama  without  expence,  and  would  there  be  em-^ 
barked  upon  the  Chagre,  to  be  conveyed  in- 
to Europe,  at  a  very  moderate  rate,  they  would 
feel  themfelves  inclined  to  labours,  the  reward  of 
which  would  no  longer  be  doubtful.  This  acti- 
vity would  increafe,  if  the  court  of  Madrid 
would  refolve  to  dig  a  canal  of  five  leagues^ 
which  would  complete  the  communication  be* 
tween  the  two  feas,  already  fo  much  advanced  by 
a  navigable  river.  The  general  good  of  nations^ 
and  the  advantage  of  commerce,  require,  that 
the  Ifthmus  of  Panama,  and  the  Ifthmus  of 
Suez;,  fhould  be  open  to  navigation,  and  ihould 
draw  the  limits  of  the  world  nearer  to  each  other* 
Oriental  dejrpi)tifm,  and  Spanifh  indolence,  have 
for  too  long  a  time  deprived  the  globe  of  fp  cpn* 
iiderablie  a  benefit. 

If  from  the  South,  we  go  on  to  the  North 
Sea,'we  fhall  find  that  the  Spanifli  empire  is  efta- 
hU&ed  there,  from  the  Miffiffippi  to  the  Oroo- 
noko.  There  are,  throughout  this  immenfe 
ijpace,  many  inaccefllble  Ihores,  and  a  ftill  greater 
jiumber  where  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  land.  AH 
,thq  ports  that  are  confidered  as  important,  fuch 
M  Vera  Cruz,  Chagre,  Parto-Bello,  Cartha- 
^cna,  and  Puerco-Cabello,  arc  fortified,  and  fotne 
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tl"  them  ^cfQ  upon  good  principles*  Experience^  ®  ^^^^  * 
hoiWevcj?,:hath  .flacw*n^  that  none  of  th^efc  places 
are  hxipregnablc..  They  nriight;  therefore  be 
forced  nilgai  ti  Jibuti  of '/what  fcrvicc  would  this 
fuccefs*,bei  >.Xhe:,cohq«erQrs»  who  would  find 
it  impc(fRb\c  top/otsieihace  into  the  inland  coun«* 
tries>  would  be«  ccfhfincd  ih  fortrcffes>  where  an 
air^  which  is  dangerous  in  all  feafonsy  and  fatal 
dxiring^  fiab  iponth-s:  of  the  year,  to  men  who. are 
acciiftoihcd  to  ia  temperate  climate^  would  fooner 
or ;  later .  bring  ''them  to  the  grave. 

-  If  even,  contrary  to  dl  ptobabilityi  the  con-^ 
tjueft -fliould  be  completed,  can  it  be- imagined 
that 'the  S^fenith  Amfeficiins',  who  from  taftei 
idlencfs,   ignorance^   habits  and  pridd,  have  an 

•       •  •     •  « 

fexc^flivt  attachmfeht'-to  their  religion^  and  to 
their  law]5j  vO^OtJld  iiot  break,  at  one  time  or 
other>'  th*  chains  that  had  been  impofed  upon 
thein?^  ifi  to  prevent  this  revolutionj  itlhould 
be  refolved  tb  exterminate  them,  this  crdel 
^expedient  Would  be  as  great  a  folly  in  politics, 
as  It  would  be  hbrribk  in  morality^  The  nation 
that  had'  been  guilty  of  this  exCcfs  of  barbarity 
could  not  reap  any  advantage  from  it's  new  pof*- 
ief&OflS,  without  facriftcing  to  them  it*s  popula- 
tion, it'is  aftivity,  it's  induftry>  and,  in  procefs  of 
time,  all  it's  powdr. 

The^se  various  obftacles  to /the  invafion  of 
Spanilh  America,  had,  as  it  is  faid,  fuggefted  in 
England,  during  the  laft  hoftilities>  the  idea  of  a 
fyftem  aftonilhing  to  vUlgaf  minds^  The  pro- 
ject of  this  powerj  which  was  then  miftrefs  of  all 
^hc  feasi  was  to  fcize  upon  Vera  Cruz,  and  to 

Vol,  lY.        ^  A  a  fortify 
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'  vi»  ^  fortify  itf^^f  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^  fttong  xaaaaer#  It 
would  not  have  been  prop^^d  tx>  Mexico  to  fub^ 
tmt  to  a  foreign  yoke^  for  which  h  was  know'n 
to  have  too  great  an  averfion  i  but  the  plan  was  to 
detach  that  region  from  the  nM>ther-countr]rj  to 
make  it  the  arbiter  of  it's  own  deftiny>  and  fx> 
leave  it  at  liberty^  either  to  choofe  a  fovereign  of 
it's  own^  or  to  form  itfdlf  into  a  republic.  As 
there  were  no  troops  in  the  covmery^  the  revoln^ 
tlon  was  infallible ;  and  it  woukd  e()uaUy  have 
taken  place  in  all  the  provinces  of  this  vafb  con tU 
x^ni)  which  had  the  faixie  motiv!^  (of  defiring  itj 
and  the  fame  f^ility  of  carryiiig!  if  iaw  execu- 
tion* The  efforts  of  tho  cotfr^  ^  Madridj  tQ  rer 
cQvef  it's  rigbiSj,,  w^uldihave  bee^i  uoavailing^  be- 
caufe  Great  Brifgin  took  upoa  berfelf  to  repel 
iheiHj  vpon  ceodition  that  the  new  ftates  fho^d 
gjFaot  her  aDh.^xelu&vejradei.  but  u^a  terms  in* 
6nUeiy  lefs  unfavourable  than  tbofe  by  which 
they  had  for  ib  long  ^  time  been  oppreJStAr 

If  h  were  true  th«  fucH  ideas  fciidever  ieitioufly 
engaged  the  attcttion.  of  the:  cabinet  of  Lontdlon^ 
they  mu((.  have  renounced  ihefe  annbttious  vie.ws» 
fjoce  the  court  of  Madrid  have  tak^n  tbe:  refolur 
tion  takecp  itegular  aedi  £unq)eaa  forces^n  their 
)y>fleffifOns,  iin^thc:  Ne^r  World.  Theft  forces  will 
contain  the  nations,  and .  repel  the  enemy^ 
ftrongthened  as  they  are  at  prefent  with  a  refpec^-^ 
a^le.  nMry. 

As  foon  as  the  Sp^ards  had  difcovered  an^ 
other  hcmilpherej,  they  thouight  of  appropriating 
to  thcmfelvcs  every  part  of  it..  To  give  fooae 
f^clat  to  tbejr  adminiftrationj.  the  chiefs  of  the 
great  fettlemcnts  already  formed,  wcr?'C9ntiBually 
3  undertaking 
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undertaking  new  ciicerpri«^i  and  private  per-  *  vm  * 
fons^  paflionately  purfuing  the  faifnfe  kind  of  famei 
genehilly  followed  thefe  brilliant  proje^s»  The 
calamities  infeparable  from  a  career  fo  littU 
know'n^  h^d  not  yet  altered  chis  adtive  and  inde^ 
facigable  courages  when  fome  b6ld  and  ehter-^ 
prifing  navigators  ventured  to  difcft  their  courft 
towards  regions,  forbidden  to  evei*y  other  nation, 
except  tflal  ^hich  had  conquered  them.  The  ftrc* 
ceft  which  ^rfcttded  this  boldnefti  convicted 
Phillip  XL  that  it-  tvas  time  to  fet  bounds  to  hh 
rfmbiti^i  aftd  h«i  rdiounced  atquifitiohs,  which 
might  expbfe  his  atms  or  his  fleets  to  inful'ts* 
This  rimidj  or  perhaps  only  prudent  policy,  wafs 
attwndid  with  mo»  irrtportint  confequehces  tHaii 
had>be*ti  fe^refeert.  Th*  %1rieof  ehtljufiafm  wai 
at  an  eftd,  and  thiti  «f  iiiaflivity  fuccceded  td 
if*  A  rtftW  race  of  rtieftWis  formed  in  the  Indies. 
Ther  people  fank  into  fu|3erb  efftrfiinacyi  and 
th<>fc  who  governed  therii/  no-  longer  attended  td 
any  thing  but  th4  actUrhUlWioh  of  riches  j  and 
thedigftitits  that  accompanied  thennii  Which  had 
formerly  been  refei-vcd  to  takftts,  to  Eeal>  and*to 
fctvifccs,  ivere  now  purchaTed^  At  this  period  a 
fio|P  wa$  put  to  navigiltto!n>  both  iti  America  md 
in  Europe* 

A  Fsw'  reiTels  only>  ill  builti  ill  anned,  ill  Rt^ 
ted  0OU  and  ill  comnianded;  were  difpatched 
^om  the  ports  of  (he  toother* country.  Spaini 
could  liot  be  awakched  from  it^s  lethargy^  eithcf^ 
frorii  the  terrible  blows  which  it  received  from  it's 
enemies^  of  with  thd  ruinous  extortions  it  ex^ 
perieiiced  from  i(!'s  allies. 
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.  At  length,  after  two  centuries  of  total  ina&h- 
vicy,  the  docks  are  again  .revived.^  The  Spani(b- 
navy  hath  acquired  real  Srcpgth^  It  confifls^  at 
the  time  of  our  writing,  of 'ft^ttj^eight  fbipsiof  the 
line,  carryings  from  on^  hundred  and  fourteen  to 
fixty  guns,  and  five  of  theft  are  upon  the  ftocks  y 
and  of  eighty-eight  other  ftiip6,«  carrying  from 
fifty-fix  to  twelve  guns.  There  ace  fifty  thoufand 
feamen  upon  it's  lifts,,  a. great  number  of-whoni 
fcrve  in  the  ju'maments  fitted  put  by  government. 
Many  of  them  are  alfo  emplpycd  in  the  merchant- 
men  of  Bifcay,  of  ^JajoFc?,•  and^  of  Catalonia^ 
Some  arc.^  wanted. for  about  a  hundred  fmalj  vcf- 
fcls,  r-egularly  defined  for  the  American  iflands^ 
whe-re  fo  few  were,  formerly  fent.-  They  will  mulf 
tiply  ftill  more,  whea  the  voyages  to^  tl»  con- 
tinent of  the  other  Hemifpherc  (hall  be  under- 
taken,: wixh  ali  the  freedom  which  the  firft  regu- 
lations fcem  to  announce*  The  feas,  which  fe- 
parate  the  two.  Worlds,  will  be  covered  with  ro- 
buft,  aiflive,  and  intelligent  men,;  who  will  be«> 
eome  the  defenders  of  theip  country's  rights^;  and 
will  render  her  fleets  formidable;  t 

Spanish*  monarchs>>  ye  arc  intruded  with  the 
happtnefs  of  the  mod  brilliant  par-t9  of  the  two 
Hemifpheres.  Shew  yourfelvcs  worthy^  of  fo  glo- 
rious a  deftiny.  In  fulfilling  this  atrguft  and  fa- 
cred  duty,  ye  will  repair  the  injuries  done  by 
your  predeccflbrs  and  by:  their  fubjefts.  '  They 
have  depopulated  a  world  which  they  had  dtlco- 
vered ;  they  have  put  millions  6f  mankind  to 
deaths  Their  conduft.  hath  been  ftill  more  atro- 
cious, not  only  in  enfiaving  theoa,.  but  alfo  in 

redudng; 
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Tcducing  thofe  whom  their  fword  had  fparcd  to 
'the  condition  of  brutes*  Thofe  whom  they  have 
flain,  havc^fuffered  oniy  for  an  inftant,  while  the 
•^wretches  whona  fhey  have  permitted  to  live,  muft 
have  often  envied  the  fate  of  their  murdered 
brethren..  Pofterity  will. not  forgive  you, "*till^ 
har«efts  (hall  arife  in  thofe  fields  which  you  have 
manured  with  fo  much  innocent'blood  j  and  'till 
thofe  immerifc  fpaces  which  you  have'ldid  wafte 
(hall  be  covered  with  happy  and  free  inhabitants. 
If  ye  would  know  the  period  in  which  you  may 
perhaps  be  ab'fblved  of  all  your  crimes,  it  will  be 
when  you  Ihall  revive,  inidea,  fomeoneof  the  an- 
tient  m6narchs  of  Mexico  and  Peru^  and  placing 
h'nn  in  the  midft  of  his  poffefllons,  fl>all  be  able 
to  fay  to  him.  Behold  the  present  state  of 

VOUR  COUNTRY,  AND  OF  YOUR  SUBJECTS  ;  INTER- 
AOOATE  THEM.    AND    F'ORM    YOUR   JUDGMENi*   OF 


BOOK 
VIII. 


■'/ 


/ 


,'. 


V  'I 


•    » 


*  f 


•  r        « 


'  /.' 


A*f 


'  BOOK 


3(t  HISTORY  <JP  SRTTLBMEUTS  AND'  TRADli 


BOOK     IX. 

Settlement  of  the  PoYtuguefe  in  the  Brazils. 
7' he  'wars  they  have  fujlained  there.  Pro* 
duce  and  richer  of  that  country. 


A 


NATIONAL  fpirit  is  the  rcfuhpf^  great 
number  pf  caqCcSi  fomc  of  which  ^re  pcj^^ 
Whether      manent,  and  others  variable.     This  part  of  th<? 
peani  ha^c    hlftory  of  ft  peoplc  i$  p^rhap?  thQ  rnoft  inter^ftr 
gcqua^tea     log,  ^04  thc  k^ft  diffiqulc  tQ  inv^ftigate,     The 
If  foJJij*inr  permanent  caufcs  ar^  to.  b?  found  on  th^  portion 
coiooicfc       of  the  globe  which  they  inhabit  i  tl>c  variable  ojge* 
are  configned  in  their  annals^  and  mapifefted  by 
the  effcfts  which  they  have  produced.     While 
thefe  caufes  aft  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  the 
nation  is  in  a  ftate  of  infanity,  and  doth  not  be-, 
gin  to  recover  it*s  proper  underftanding,  *till  the 
time   when   it's   fpeculative  principles   coincide 
with  the  nature  of  it's  fituation.    Then  it  is,  that 
it  advances  rapidly  towards  that  fplendour,  opu- 
lence and  felicity,  to  which  it  may  be  allowed  tq 
afpire  fronri  a  free  \ife  of  it*s  local  resources , 

Bu'i'  thift  national  fpirit^^  which  ought  to  prefidiQ 
in  the  pounfels  of  the  peoplcj,  thoi^gh  it  be  not 
always  tp  be  foynd  there>  fcarce  ever  regulates 
fhp  ftftions  of  individuals.  They  have  interefts 
pf  thpir  own>  and  paffions  vv'hich  torment  an4 
Wift4  \\^v(i ',  ftnd  ^h?r?  k  fcar?e  any  one  who 
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would  not  raife  his  profperity  upon  dw  public  *  ^^  '^ 
ruin.  The  ca:picals  of  empires  are  the  cencer 
the  national  fpirit,  that  ia  to  fzj^  the  places  where 
it  difplays  itfelf  #ith  the  greateft  energy  in  words» 
and  where  it  is  the  inoft  completely  negl^ded  in 
adions.  i  except  only  fbme  tmfrequeat  inftancts, 
where  the  general  fafety  is  at  (lake.  In  propor- 
tion as  the  diftance  from  the  Capital  increa(es» 
diis  nnaik  ddcaches  itfelf  $  it  falls  off  on  the  ffoti-* 
tiers  s  and^  between  oae  hetnii^ere  and  another^ 
is  totally  loft^ 

Wren  a  man  hath  croflcd  the  line^  he  is  nei- 
ther an  Englifiiman^  a  Dutchman^  a  Frencbmanj 
a  Spaniardy  or  a  Portugueze.  He  prefer^es  no* 
thing  of  his  country^  except  the  principles  and 
prejudices  which  give  a  fandtion  to  his  conduft^ 
or  furnilh  him  with  an  cxcufc  for  it.  Servile  when 
he  is  weak,  and  oppreflive  when  he  is  ftrong  i 
eager  to  acquire  wealth,  and  to  enjoy  it  s  and  ca- 
pable of  all  the  ehormities  which  can  contribute 
tnoA  ipeedily  to  the  compfetion  of  his  defigtis ; 
he  is  a  domeftic  tiger  again  let  loofe  in  xht 
WDods^  and  who  is  again  feized  with  the  thir ft  of 
blood.  Such  have  all  the  Europeans^  indiferi* 
minatejy,  (hew'n  themfclves  in  the  regions  of  the 
New  Wprid,  where  they  have  been  aftuated  with, 
one  common  rage,  the  paflion  for  gold. 

Would  it  not  have  befeh  a  rfiore  humane,  more 
vfeful,  and  Icfs  expcnfive  plan,  to  have  fent  inta 
each  of  thofe  diftant  regions  fortie  hundreds  ot 
young  men  and  wbitien  ?  The  men  would  hw€ 
married  the  women,  and  the  women  the  m^n  of 
fhc  ^untry,    Confanguinity,  the;  tie  that  is  the 
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^  ^^^  *  mbft,  (pccdily  formed,  ajid  the  ftrongeft^  \tduld 
foon  have  made  one  and  the  fame  family  of  the 
ftran'gers  and  of  the.  natives. 

In  this  intimate  conncftibn,  the  favage  inha*' 
bitant  would  foon  have  undcrflrood,  that  the  arts 
and  fcicnces  conveyed  into  his  cotrntry.  were 
very  coiidu'cive  to  the  improvement  of  his  dcf-- 
tiny*  He  would  have  entertained  the  higheft 
opinion  pf  the  pcrfuafive  and  mild  inftcudors* 
brought  tk>  him  by  the  fea,  and  he  'ii^duld  have 
given  himfelf  up  to  them  without  rcferve.  . 

From  this  fortilnate  confidence  peace  would 
have  arifen,  which,  would  have  been  irhpradi- 
cable,  if  the  new  comers  had  prcfcpfccdi.tbcm-* 
felves  with  the  imperious  ^d  authoritative  tone 
of  matters  and  ufurpers.  Gommerce  is  efta- 
bliflicd  without'  difficulty  amobg  men  idio  have 
reciprocal  wantsr;  and  they  foon  acctil^om  them- 
felves  to  confidef,  as  friends  and  as  bretbreoj  thofe* 
whom  inter^ft  or  other  motives  have  hErought  inta 
their,  country.  The  Indians  would  have  atfcptcd 
the  European  form  of  worfliip,  becaufe'a  religion 
beconies  \ihiverfal  among  all  'theinhabitatOts  of 
an  ertipii-e,  when  the  govcrnmcat  leaves  it  io  it-' 
felf,  and  'when  the  folly  and  intolerant )|iitit:  of 
t^he  priefts  doth  not  converj:  it  intaa, prineil^lc  6f 
difcord.  In  like  manner  civilisation  foUaws  front 
the  rptopenfity  which  urges  ^yery  man  to  im- 
prove ;hisfituation,  provided  th^r^  be  i^o  defirc 
to  compel  rbiim.!t<>  it  by  force,  and  that;  thefe  ad- 
vantagcsbe  nod  prcfcntec^JQ  .h^nf^  bsy  fvifpicipus 
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Sucrt  wodd  be  the ^cfFc&s. that  ^ould  bf  ■B*^P^*^:^rf^'*^i 

<)qced  in  a  rifing  colony^  .by;(he  allurcincot  <^,  v..^,/  .t- 
the  nipft  imperious  of  the  ien&$«-  l«et  there  be 
no-  arms  and.  no  foldiers$  but  a  multitude  of . 
young  women  for.  the  men,  and  numbers  of 
young  men  for  the  women.  Let  us  e^^amine, 
what  the  Portuguese  have  done  in  Bra^eil  by  pur- 
faing  contrary  methods. 

Brazil  is  an  immenfe  continenti  ix>undedon.  wheo»»i 
the  North,  by  the  river  of  the  Amazons i  on, the.  b««i  wu 
Squth,  by  tlje  river  Plata  |   on.the  Eaft,  by  the  ^^'^''^^ 
fca  J    and  on  the  Weft,  by  morafTes,  lakes,  tor-, 
rents,  rivers,  and  iBountainsi.  which  fcparate  it. 
from  the  Spanilh  poflefTions.  . . 

If  Columbus  had  continued  his  courfe  to  the. 
South,  when  he  came  to  the  ei^trance  of  the 
proonoko  in  1499,  ^^  could,  not  pofli^ly  have 
ipiflfed  the  Brazils  5  but  he.  c^ofe  to  fteer  to  the 
i)orth*weft,  that  he  might  not  .go  too  far  fron>. 
St.  Domingo,  the  only  fettlcment  belonging  to. 
the  Spaniards  in  the  New  World. 

Peter  Ai^varbz  Ca9R>^i«  had  the  hpnourof 
difcoyering  the  Brazils  the  fpUo wing  yciartbyai 
fortunate  chance*  .  ,  • 

How  doth  it  happen  that  this  is  the  cafe  in 
^Imoft  all  difcovedes ;  and  that  chance  hath  always:  ^ 

more '(hare  in.them  than  ingeotiky  ?  It  is  becaufer 
cb^ance  is  ever  employed,  while  the  bum^n  un- 
d^rftaildingJs  checked  by  indolcficei  chaiigcs  it's 
objefls  through  inconfta(icy,  r^pofes  itfelf  throifgfi 
\^afi^tuc}e,  ortediumt  and  is  j()^9.w*n  into  ;^  ftate 
ef;i^4^iyi^K  ^y  *  number  of  moral,  natural,;  dor 
B»?^]p|f;<>Fii^iw*l  caufes,  ,  Mpft  difcovcries  vc^ 

therefore 
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*'^tS  *  therefore  owen  to  chance,  or  to  that  infinite 
'"^  ntmiber  of  men,  who  ane  always  in  motion,  and 
ifrfiofe  attention  is  conftantlj  engaged  on  all  the 
objcfts  that  furrcnind,  or  ftrike  them,  often- 
times without  any  defign  of  gaining  information. 
Of  of  tnaking  thofe  difcoverics,  but  merely  be- 
caufe  they  make  tife  of  their  fenfes. 

To  avoid  falling  in  with  the  calms  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  Cabral  kept  fo  far  out  at  fea,  that  he 
came  within  fight  of  an  unknow'n  land  lying  to 
weftward.  '  He  was  driven  thither  by  ftrefs  of 
weather,  and  anchored  on  the  coaft  in  the  15th 
degree  of  fouth  latitude,  at  a  place  which  he 
called  Porto-Seguro.  He  took  poiTeifion  of  the 
country,  but  made  no  fcttlement  in  it,  and  gave 
it  the  nanne  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  was  after- 
wards changed  for  that  of  Brazil,  becaufe  tlje 
Brazil  wood  was  the  moft  valuable  produftion 
of  that  country  to  the  Europeans^  who  ufed  it  in 
dying. 

As  this  country  had  been  difcovcred  in  going 
to  India,  and  as  it  was  doubtful  whether  it  was 
not  a  part  of  that  country,  the  fame  naitie  was 
given  to  it,  becaufe  the  Spaniards  had  imagined, 
that  it  might  be  referred  to  thofe  countries  they 
had  prcvioufly  difcovcred.  All  the  Europeans, 
however,  diftinguiihed  them  by  the  appellatkin 
of  Vf€h  Indies.  This  name  was  afterwards  tx-*^ 
terided  to  all  the  New  World,  and  the  Ameri-* 
cans  were  very  improperly  called  Indians* 

Thus  it  is  that  tlye  names  of  placed  and  thingsi 
atcidcntally  given  by  ignorant  men,  have  always 
perplexed  philofophcrsi  who  have  been  defiroua 

of 
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of  tracing  the  origin  of  thcfe  names  from  nat^re^  •  ^J^  ^ 
and  not  from  circumftances  merely  incidentaU  ^n.^Lms 
and  oftentimes  quite  foreign  to  the  natural  pro- 
perties of  the  things  denoted*  by  them*  No^ 
thing  can  be  more  flrange^  for  inftance,  than  to 
fee  Europe  tranfplanted  into  America^  and  there 
fpg^n^ratedt  as  it  were,  in  the  names  and  Ibrms 
of  pur  European  cities,  and  in  the  law^^  man* 
mf%9  and  religion  pf  our  continent.  But  fooner 
§r  )atef  the  climate  will  refume  it's  influence,  and 
frijoilatp  things  in  their  proper  order  and  with 
t'b^ir  original  names^  though  with  thofe  veftiges 
of  the  change  they  have  undergone,  which  a 
great  fevplytiqn  always  leaves  behind  ft.  Is  it 
|iQt  probable  th^t  in  three  or  four  thoufand  years 
h?n<^ej  the  hiftory  of  America  at  this  prelent 
period  will  be  as  confufed,  and  as  inexplicable  to 
it'^  inhabitants,  as  the  hiftory  of  Europe,  previous 
10  tllf  rife  of  the  Roman  republic,  is  obfcure  tq 
11$  f  Th^s  it  is  that  men,  the  knowlege  they  have 
a^qpiredj  and  the  conjcfturcs  they  have  fprmedf 
cidiei^  with  reipeft  to  events  that  are  paffed,  or  to 
lijtyre  tranfaAions^  are  all  fubje&  to  the  laws  and 
motions  of  nature,  which  purfues  her  own  courfe, 
without  paying  the  leaft  regard  either  to  our  pro- 
jefts  or  to  our  opinions^ 

NoTBiKG  call  affi>rd.u^  a^  nriore  convincing  Account  of 
prcttf  of  thi«  great  truth,  than  the  imprudence  hlbiunV"' 
and  uneertainty  of  all  the  dcfigns  and  adions  of  p  "^^^^  j^^- 
men  even  iq,  their  moft  important  undertakings^  totheB^n 
the  blindnefs  with  which  their  inquiries  are  puTt 
fuedj  and  more  efpccially  then  improper  u(e  dsej^ 
I^tak?'  of  cheij:  di^pomri^s^    As  foon  as  the  court 
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*  Mc^  ^  ^  Lifbon  had  ordered  a  furvcy  to  be  taken  of  the 
harbours^  bays>  rivers>  and  coafts  of  Brazil,  and 
ivas  convinced  that  the  country  afforded  neither 
gold  nor  filver^  ihey  held  it  in  fach  contempt^ 
that  they,  fent  thither  none  but  condemned  crimi- 
fials  and  abandoned  women. 

T«ro  fhips  were  fent  every  year  from  Portugal; 
to  carry  the  refufe  of  the  kingdontt  to  this  New 
World,  and  to  bring  home  parrots,  and  woodi 
for  the  dyers  and  cabmet-makers.  :  Ginger  was 
afterwards  added,*  but  was  foon  prohibited,  leaft  it 
ihould  interfere  with  the  iale  of  the  fame  article 
from  India. 

:  Asia  was  then  the  objeft .  that  attradted-  all 
men;  It  was  the  road  to  fortune,  to  power,  and 
to  fame.  The  great  exploits  of  the  Portugueze 
in  India,  and  the  wealth  they  brought  from 
thence,  gave  their  Jiation  fuch  a  fuperiority  in  all 
pacts: joT  ibe^ world,  that  every  individual  wkhed  t6 
partake  of  it.  .  The  eh  thufiaim  was  general,  Ko 
perfbn,  indeedj  went  over  voluntarily  to  Attxt^ 
rlcas  but  tbofe  Uffiforcunate  men,  whom  theih^^ 
quifitioh  had<ioomed  todeibrudion,  were  added' td 
|:hC:Convias  already  tranfportedt thither.-  '  --^ 
-  .Thbrb  never  was  a  ftrongcr  and  more  inveW^ 
rate  hatred  than  that  which  the  Porrugueze  have 
ftlwayjs  .eni)ei!tiiiixied.',againft.  the  Spaniards.  Not- 
l^il^hftdn<^ing  this.natio^ial  antipathy^  which  is  of 
fo  iong^aMianding  :that  k'»5  origin  cannot  b€i 
fraiwd* -jandfo .confirrmcd  that.it can ^tvcrbe^tth 
pe^d  to  ccafe>  they  have  borrowed  moftof  their 
i^)a£$ims  from  a:  neighbourv'  ;whofe  power  .they 
liraftdedjas  much  as  tlocy  detef£cd  it's  nianiiers* 
7^^  Whether 
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Whether  from  a  fimi^arity  of  climate  and  temper,  book 
jor  from  a  conformity  of  circumftances,  they  have 
adopted  the  warft    of   it's  inffitutions.      They 
acould  not  imitate  any  one  more  horrid  thafn  thfc 
inquiQcion. 

'  This  bloody  tribunal,  erefted  in  Spain^m 
1482,  by  a  combination  of  policy  and  fanaticifm', 
iundcr  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,' v^as 
no  fooner  adopted  by^  John  III.  than  it'ftruck 
terror  into  every  family.  To  eftablifh  it's  au- 
thor ity,  and  afterwards  to  fupport  it,'  no  lefs 
than  four  or  five  hundred  vidims  were  annually 
facrificed,  a  tenth  paf  t  of  which  was  burnt  alive, 
and  the  reft  banifhed  to 'Africa  or  to  the  Brazils. 
•The  fury  of  this  tribunal  was  particularly  exerted 
agtfinft  thoft  who^  were  fufpcfted  cf  fodomyi'i 
<crin()e  of  later  date  in  the  kingdom,  and  almbft 
tinavoidable  in  hot  climates,  where  celibacy  pre- 
avails.  It  alfo  profccuted  forcerers,  who,  in 
thofc  times  of  ignorance,  were  as  much  dreaded, 
a&:their  number  was  multiplied  by  the  credulity, 
i)igbtry,  and  barbarifm  that  prevailed  all  over 
Euriope.  ^  The  Mohammedans,  though  greatly 
dccreafed  fince  they  had  loft  the  empire,  were  alio 
perfecuted  by  the  inquifition  5  but  more  elpecially 
the  Jews,  becaufe  they  were  the  richeft. 

It  is  well  know'n,  that  when  the  Jews,  who 
had  long  been  confined  to  a  very  fmall  fpot  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  were  difperfed  by  the  Ro- 
mans, many  of  them  took  refuge  in  Portugal. 
There  they  multiplied  after  the  Arabs  had  con- 
quered Spain,  were  fufFered  to  enjoy  all  the 
.rights  of  citizens,  and  were,  not  excluded  from 

pubjiic 
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public  offices^  'till  thAt  c6untr/  had  rcCoyettd  iCs 

independence.     This  firft;  act  of  oppreffion  did 

not  prevent  twenty  thoufand  Jewifli  families  (torn 

xemoviBg  thidier^  when^    after  the  conqueft  of 

Granada^  the  catholic  kings  compelled  them  to 

quit  Spain^  or  to  change  their  religion^    Each 

family  paid   twenty   livrcs  *  for  the    liberty  of 

fettling  in  Portugal.    Superftition  foon  indinced 

John  IL  to  aggravate  the  fufferings  of  that  ptrk^ 

cuted  nation:    he    demanded    of  them  ao<ooo 

crowns  tx  and  afterwards  reduced  them  to  a  ftate 

of  flavery.     In    1496^    Emanuel  banifhed   all 

t*hofe  who  refufed  to  embrace  the  Chriftiall  reH-* 

gton  i   tbofe  who  complied  were  reftored  to  their 

freedom^   and  foon  ingrofied  the  Afiatic  trade> 

which  then  began  to  be  laid  open  to  every  one^ 

The  eftablifhment  of  the.  inqjuifuion  in    1548^ 

proved  a  check  to  their  activity^     Their  mif* 

truft  was  increafed  by  the  frequent  ccxiBfcations 

made  by  that  odious  tribunal^  and  by  the  taxes 

which  government  extorted  from  them  at  different 

times*     They  were  in  hopes  of  purchafing  fomfc 

tranquillity^  by  furnlfhing  Sebaftian  with  a5O^od0 

livres  J  for  his  African  expedition  j  but,  unfortU^ 

nately  for  them,  that  imprudent  monarch  came 

to  an  untimely  end.     Philip  IL  who  foon  after 

extended  his  dominion  over  Portugal,   enafited 

that  fuch  of  his  fubjeds  as  were  defcended  front 

a  Jew  or  a  Moor,  fhould  be  excluded  from  all 

cccledaftical  or  civil  employments.     This  mark 

%  10,417 !•  13  s.  4  d. 
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of  infamy*  with  which  iH  the  new  coinrerts  to  ^  ^^  * 
Cl>rift^^^ty  were  brandedi  gave  thcnt  &ch  a  dit*  u  ■■  v-# 
guft  for  a  countty^  where  even  thegrrateftopii^ 
koce  could  not  exempt  cfaehi  (tcaxi  being  ftigma^. 
Uzed,  that  tfhey  rerrmved,  with  rbeh:  wtfak&i  to 
Bourdeau3r»  Antwerp^  Hamburgh^  and  ot)ier 
towns  with  which  they  had  regfular  conneftfonSi. 
This  etnigracionr  was  the  occafioii  cg(  st  gredtr  fero*-^ 
lutiooi ;  it  diverted  the  eomcnerce^  which  ^4 
thea  had  centered  bt  Spain  and  Pisrtugat,  iilM 
other  cotmtcies>  and  deprhred'thofe  cwomiMm 
of  the  advantages  the  one  denved  from  the  Eift 
arid  the  other  from  the  Weft-Indies,  ' 

Befohb  tfaefe  hH  periods^  the  Jew!9»  Whoi  wend 
unremitthagi^  perfecuted  by  d%e  mquiiitidlij  wene 
banifhed  in  numbers  to  the  Bl^azils.  ThdUgH 
deprived  of  ttneir  fortunes  by  thdfe  iofafiilble  ^ 
leeches^  they  Ancceeded  in  eil:ablifibiAg  iome  nul* 
tures«  This  fortunate  beginning  contineed  ebe 
qourto/  Li^n.  thtata  colony  might  i9i^  fernribcf 
able,  to  the  mochjer-covftDiry  by  other  mcah^i  thiati 
by  meiak*  They  beg^n^.  a&  e^riy.as  the.  yfeai 
1525,  to  call  a  lefs  difdainfui  look  on  thia.kn* 
menfe  poiSbflloni  which  chance  had  beftpwed 
iipon  them,  and  which  had  'till  then  been  coi^ 
fidered  a&  the  fink  into  which  all  the  filth  c^  the 
monarchy  was  poured*  ^ 

The  nation  foon  adopted  the  opiniojab  of  lisbe  %»ndi^_ 
miniftry,,  and  the  noblemen  6rpecia]l3l  were  firft  tween  fett- 
animated  widi    this    new   fpirir.      Govermneiit  ata^byVh* 
granted,  fucccflively,  to  thofe  among  them;  tipho  ^?^  ^ 
aflted  for  ii,  a  fpacc  of  forty  or  fifty  leagues  upoil 
the  coaftj  with  an  imlimited  extent  la  tire  inta^ 

rior 
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■  ^^  rior  parts  of  the  owimtty.  They  were  ajithorizdd 
%-i-y— ,1  by  their  charter  to  treat  the  vanquittied  people 
ia  whatever  manner  they  chofe.  They  had  u 
rights  r  which  moSt  of  them  exercifed^  to  difpofe 
of  (hd  territory  they  had  invaded^  in  favour  of 
anjr  P6rtuguezc  who  v/odd  cultivate  it ;  but 
they  difpofod  of  it  only  for  three  livcs>  rcferving 
alfo  to  themfelvea  fome  rent-charges.  Thefe  great 
proprietors  were  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  of  fove* 
reignty^  except,  that  of  condemning  to  deaths 
coiniogy  aod  the  tithes  i  prerogatives  which  the 
court  kept  in  their  hands*.  Thefe  ufeful>  and 
honourable  fi^fs.  could  only  be  forfeited  by  the 
negle&ing  to  cultivate  and  defend  them»  by  the 
deficiency  of  n^ale  iffucj  or  by  the  commiflioxi  of 
ipmc  capital  crime. 

'  TtiEosB  who  had  foHcitcd  and  obtained  thefts 
provinces,  cxpc^cd  to  acquire  the  pofleflion  of 
them  without  much  expcnce,  and  without  ex-- 
pofiiig  their  lieutenants  to  any  great  danger; 
Their  hopes  were '  chiefly  founded  upon  the'  in* 
dolenceof  the  fmall  nations  they  were  to  con^ 
quer. 

chmdcr  '  Mam  is  Undoubtedly  formed  for  fociety,  hi^ 
S^h^^A^!  \rants  and  his  wcakneffes  require  it*  But  fq- 
fk  whom  tieties  of  twenty  or  tliirty  millions  of  men,  cities 
gucKc  wifli.  confifting  of  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand  fouls, 
4^  " '  arc  fo  many  monftrous  produAions^  which  are  fo 
far  from  being  formed  by  nature,  that  flie,  oA 
the  contrary,  is  inccflantly  ftudying'  to  deftroy 
them.  They  are  only  fupported  by  cohftant 
forefight,  and  by  moil  extraordinary  efforts. 
They  would  foon  be  diflipatcd,  if  a  confidcrabte 
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bOrtipn  of  jthis  multitude  did  not  attend  to  their  ®  9.J^  ^- 
preferration*     The  air  is  iiife6ted  by  thfenUi  the 
waters  are  corrupted  j   the  land  exhaulied  to  a 
great  extent;    the  duration  of  life  is  fhorteaed. 
ftitiong  them  I  the.  fweets  of  plenty  are  but  little 

feltj    and  the    horrors  of  dearth   are  extreme^ 

,^  ■  *     '  '  j^  ■  ■  ' 

They  arc  the  fpot  which  gives  birth  to  epidemic 
difeafes;  they  are  the  haunts  of  crim^ejSi  of  vices> 
and  of  diffolute  nianners«  Thefe  enormous  and 
fktal  heaps  of  men  are  likewife  one  of  the  feourgea 
of  fovcreignty,  fince  cupidity  invites  around  the 
throne^  and  perpetually  increafes  the  herd  o^ 
Havesj  under  an  infinite  variety  of  fiinftiohs  and 
denominations*  Thefe  urinatural  afiemblages  oi 
populatxoni  are  fubjd^t  to  ferment  and  to  corrupt 
during  peace;  and  if  war  fliould  liicrtafc  thi 
ferment,  the  ihock  becomes  dreadful. 

Societies^  in  a  ftatc  of  nature,  are  little  nu- 
merous ;  they  fubfift  of  thetnfelVes.  Thdy  fepa* 
rate  before  'a  fuperabundance  of  populatioii 
becomes'  troiiblefome.  Each  diviflon  reniovei 
to  convenient  diftinces.  Such  was  the  pffaiitivc 
ftate  bf  the  New  Countries }  fuch  is  that  of  the 
New  Continent. 

ThE  Brazilians  in  general  were  of  Ae  fize  of 
the  Europeans,  but  not  fo  ftout.  They  were  fub^ 
jeft  to  fewer  diftempers,  and  ivctc  long*lived. 
They  wore  ho  clothing  j  th6  women  wore  their 
hair  extremely  longi  the  men  cut  their's  fhort; 
the  womdn  wore  bracelets  of  bones  of  a  beauti- 
ful  white,  the  men  necklaces  of  the  fame ;  the 
Women  painted  their  faces,  and  the  men  their 
bodies. 

Vol.  IV.  B  b  Everit 
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Every  colony  of  this  vaft  continent  had  it's' 
own  Idioms,  but  not  one  of  them  had  anv  M^ords 
to  convey  general  and  abftfaft  ideas*  This  po- 
verty of  language,  which  is  common  to  all 
nations  of  South  America,^  is  a  convincing  prooi" 
of  the  little  progrefs  the  human  undcrftanding 
had  made  in  thefc  coimtHes.  The  analogy  be- 
tween the  words  in  the  fevefal,  languages  of  thi& 
continent  Ihc*s,  that  the  reciprocal  tranfmigrsi- 
eions  of  thefe  favages  had  beeh  frequtnt. 

The  food  of  the  Brazilian^  was  very  fimple* 
In  a  country  deprived  of  domcftic  aninials^ '  they 
lived  upon  ihcll-fifti  by  the  fea.  fide  >  along  the 
rivers,  by  fifliing;  and  in.  the  forcfls,  by  hunt- 
ing. When  thefe  .  precarious  provifipnt  failed, 
they  fed  upon  the  CA0kva  and  other  roots. 

Thesz  men  were  very  fo«d  of  dancing.  Their 
fong$  were  but  one  tedious  uniform  tone,  with- 
out any  modulations,  and  commonly  turned 
upoo  their  loves  ar  their  warlike  exploits. 

In  foliihed  ftates>  dancing  and  fiiiging  are 
reckoned  among  the  art^*  In  the  midft  of  tbf 
forefts  they  are  almoft  the  natural  expreflions  of 
concord  and  friendfliipy  of  tendernefs  and  plea«» 
furc*  We  arc  obliged  ta  have  matters  to  inftrufl; 
us  to  difplay  our  voices^  and  to  move  gracefully. 
The  favage  hath  no  other  inftroftor  bijt  his  paf*^ 
iion,  his  heart,  and  nature^  He  really  feel^ 
what  we  affcft  to  fceL  Accordingly,  the  favage 
who  (ings  and  dances  is  always  happy. 

Their  amufcments  are  not  interrupted  by  the 
worfhip  of  a  Supreme  Being,  for  they  know  ci 
none  ^  nor  is  their  tranquillity  difturbed  by  the 

dread 
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#ead  of  at  future  ftat^  df  which  thcf  ha^e  no 
rcka.  Th^y  have,  however j  their  itiagicians, 
who,  hf  Hrange  tentdrtions,  to  far  work  vpoti 
the  cre(JtjHty  of  the  people  as  to  throw  them  into 
violent  ^orivolfioni.  If  the  iriipoftulrcs  of  IheftJ 
magkiafeft  are  detefted,  they  are  immediately  put 
to  death,  which  ferves,  iflfomfe  degree,  tocbecft 
the  fpirit  bf  deceki 

Tfiffc^r  atheifts  are  equiUy  ftrangers  Id  all 
hotioHs^fTobordkiation  artd  fubmTQk)n>  which 
amoAg  ourielves  are  origitially  derived  from  the 
Idea  of  a  Supreme  Being*  They  cannot  comreivd 
that  arty  perfon  can  have  the  Wlacity  to  com- 
mand, much  lefs  that  any  one  can  be  fo  weak 
as  to  obey.  But  they  fhew  moft  deference  to 
the  man  who  has  killed  the  greateft  number  of 
his  enemies. 

The  Brazilians,  like  nioft  other  favages,  (hewed 
no  particular  attachment  to  their  natiV'e  place.  The 
tove  of  our  country,  which  is  a  ruling  piafllon  in 
civilized  ftatess  which  in  gqod  governhnehts  rifes 
to  enthufiafm^  and  in  bad  ones  grows  habitual ; 
which  for  feveral  centuries  together  pcrpetaate* 
in  every  nation  it^s  difpofitioni  cuftoms,  and 
tafte  2  this  love  of  our  country  is  but  a  fafthiotts 
fcntimcnt  arifing  from  fociety,  but  tinknow'n  iit 
the  ftate  of  nature*  The  moral  life  of  a  favage 
is  the  very  reverie  of  that  of  the  civilised  nfiam 
The  latter  enjoys  the  gifts  of  nature  onlf  in  hh 
infancy.  As  his  ftrength  increafe>s  and  his  uti^ 
derftanding  unfolds  icfelf,  he  lofes  fight  of  t^ 
prefent,  and  is  wh9lly  tmcnt  up^n  the  future. 
Thus  the  ag^^  of  l^adlons  sind  pkafureSji  the  time 

B  b  x*  deftined 
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•  ^x^  ^  dcftincd'  by  natufe  for,  enjoyment  is  fpcnt  itk 
fjpeculation  and  difappointment.  .The  heart  de^ 
nies  itfelf  what  ic  wlQies  for,  laments  the  induU 
gences  if  has  allowed  itfelf,  ^uid  is  equally  tor- 
mented by  it's  {elf-denials  and  it's  gratigcations. 
The- civilized,  man  ipceflantly  deploring,  his  li- 
berty^  w^ich  he  hath  always  facrifiQed,  lopks  back 
with  regret  on  his  earlieft  years,,  when  a  fucccf- 
iion.qf  new  objects  cpaflantly  awakened  his  cu- 
riofity,  and  kept  his  hopes  alive.  HcTecolleAs 
with  pleafure  the  fpot  where  he  paflfcd  bis  infant 
daysi.  the  remembrance  of .  his  innocent  .delights 
endears  them  to  his  imagination,  and  forcibly 
attradl:^  him  tp  his  native  ipot>  whereas  the  favage> 
who  enjoys  ^11  the^  pleafures  apd  advantage^  pecu- 
liar to  every  period  of -hk  life,  and  dpes  not  ab- 
ftain  from  them  in  expeftation  of  greater  indul- 
gence in  old  age,finds equally,  in  all  places,  objects 
fuited  to  his  defires,  and  feels  that  th?  fourc^  of 
his  pleafures  is  in  himfelf]^  and  that  his  country  U 
every  where, * 

Though  the  tranquillity  ,of  the  Brazilians  was 
not  the  refult  of  any  Jaws,  diffentions  were  feldom 
hear'd  of  in  their  little  focietie?.  If  drunkennefs, 
or  fome  unfortunate  incident  occafioncd^  a  ^if* 
pute,  and  fonae  life  was  loft,  the  murder^er  was 
inftantly  d?liv^ercd  up  to  the  relations  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  who  immediately  facrificed  him  to  their 
yengeance  without  hcfitation  -, .  then  both  the  fa- 
milies, met,  and  their  reconciliation  was  fealed  by 
a  jjoypus  and  noify  feaft.  .      :        : 

Every  Brazilian  topjc  as  many  wives  .as  h^ 
chofe>  or^^s  n)any  as  be  .could  gety  and  put  thern 
.      ,  .   .  2  .    •,  .  away 
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away  when  he  grew  tired  of  them.  When  they 
violated  their  marriage  vow,  they  were  punifhed, 
according  to  a.  cuftom  alnrjoft  generally  adopted, 
with  death,  and  the  hufband  did  not  become  an 
objeft  of  ridicule  on  account  of  the  injury  his 
wife  had  done  him.  When  the  women  laid  in, 
they  kept  their  bed  but  a  day  or  two ;  then  the 
mother,  hanging  the  child  to  her  neck  irt  a  cotton 
fcarf,  returned  tp  her  ufual  occupations  without 
any  kind  of  inconvenience. 

In  general,  the  confequences  of  child-birth 
among  the  favages,  are  not  fo  bad  as  they  are 
anjong  the  women  of  civilized  countries,  becaufe 
the  firft  always  fuckle  their  children,  and  be- 
caufe the  indolence  of  the  men  condemns  them 
to  a  laborious  life,  which  occaGons  the  menftrual 
flux  in  them  to  be  lefs  plentiful,  and  renders  the 
channels,  through  which  this  fuperfluous  blood  is 
to  flow,  fo  much  the  more  narrow.  A  long  reft 
after  child-birth,  far  from  being  neceflary,  would 
beconrie  as  fatal  to  them,  as  it  would  be  among 
us  to  our  women  of  the  lower  clafs«  This  is  not 
the  only  circumftance  in  which  we  find  a  com- 
penfation  for  the  advantages  of  the  feveral  ranks 
of  life.  We  feel  the  want  of  exercife,  and  go 
into  the  country  in  fearch  of  health.  Our  wo- 
men begin  to  deferve  the  name  of  mothers,  by 
fuclding  their  own  children;  the  children  too 
are  juft  refcued  from  the  Ihackles  of  fwaddling 
clothes.  What  can  thefe  innovations  be  attri- 
buted to,  but  to  the  confcioufnefs.  that  man 
cannot  deviate'  imprudently  from  the  .laws  of  na- 
ture, without  injury  to  his  own  h^ppinefs.    In 
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*  ^v^  *  *^l  future  ^ge$  the  favagcs  will  advance  by  flow 
degrees  towards  the  civilized  ftate  i  and  civilized 
nations  will  return  towards  their  primitive  ftate  |i 
from  whence  the  philofophcr  will  conclude^  tha; 
there  exifts  in  the  interval  between  thefc  two 
flates,  a  cert?iin  medium  in  which  the  felicity  of 
the  hun:ian  fpecies  is  placed.  But  who  is  it  thac 
can  find  out  this  medium ;  and  even  if  it  were 
found>  what  authority  would  be  capable  of  direct- 
ing the  fteps  of  man  to  it,  and  to  fix  him  there  ? 
Travhi^lxrs  were  received  with  diftingullhed 
marks  of  civility  in  the  Brazils.  Wherever  they 
came,  they  were  furroqndcd  with  women,  who 
walhed  their  feet,  and  welcomed  them  with  the 
moft  obliging  expreffions.  Nothing  was  fpared 
for  their  entertainment}  but  it  would  have  been 
an  unpardonable  affront,  had  they  left  the  family 
where  they  were  firft  entertained,  in  hope«  of 
better  accomqiodation  in  another.  This  fpirii 
of  hofpitaliiy  is  one.pf  the  moft  certain  indica-> 
tions  thac  man  was  intended  for  focietyf 

Hospitality,  the  offspring  of  natural  com-» 
miferation,  was  univerfally  praftifcd  in  the 
earlieft  times,  It  was  almoft  (he  only  thing  that 
attached  nations  to  each  other;  it  was  the  iburco 
of  the  moft  antient,  the  moft  lafting,  and  the 
moft  refpcftcd  friendfhip,  contrafted  between 
families  who  were  fcparated  by  ioimcnfe  regions, 
A  nian,  perfecuted  by  his  fcUow^citizens,  or 
guilty  of  any  mifdemcanour,  retired  to  diftant 
countries  in  queft  of  tranquillity^  or  impuntiy^ 
lie  prefented  himfelf-ac  the  entrance  of  a  town, 
pr  of  ^  village,  ^  ftid^,  "  J  aip  fufh  ^  oik.  th<j 
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^^  fon  of  fuch  a  one,  or.  the  grandfon  of  fuch  a  ®  ^^^  ^., 
*'  one,  and  I  come  for  fuch  reafons."  And 
then  he  related  h\$,  ftory,  or  his  invented  tale,  in 
the  n^anoer  the  raoft  unarvellous,  the  moft  pa- 
thetic, and  the  beft  calculated  to  give  an  idea  of 
his  confequence.  He  was  eagerly  attended  to; 
and  he  added,  **  Receive  me :  for,  if  you  or. 
*^  your  children,  or  your  children's  children* 
"  Ihould  ever  be  driven  by  any  misfortunes  to 
^*  my  country,  they  need  only  name  me,  and 
^^  my  friends  will  receive  them."  Hc^  was  im-- 
mediately  intreated  to  become  their  gueft,  and 
the  perfons  with  whom  he  preferred  to  livei^ 
thought  themfelves  honoured  by  this  dhftin^flion. 
He  took  up'  his  abode  in  their  houfe,  and  was 
treated  by  them  like  one  of  the  family  ^  feme- 
times  he  became  the  hufband,  the  ravilhcr,  or 
the  feducer  of  his  hoft's  daughter. 

To  fuch  adventurers  as  thefe,  who  were,  per^. 
haps,  the  firft  travellers,  the  origin  of  the  demi-^ 
gods  of  paganifm,  the  offspring  of  hofpitality 
and  liccntioufnefs,  niay  be  afcribed.  Moft  of 
them  owed  their  birth  to  paflengers,  to  whom  a 
t>ed  had  been  given,  and  who  were  never  feen  > 
afterwards. 

Lbt  us  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  there  is  no  oc-' 
pupation  in  the  world  fo  immoral  as  that  of  a  * 
traveller.  The  traveller,  by  profeflion,  is  like  a 
li^an  who  is  in  pofTeflion  of  an  immenfe  houfe, 
fjxd  who,  inft^ad  of  fitting  down  with  his  wife, 
^nd  in  (he  midft  of  his  children,  fhould  employ 
al^  hi&  li&  in  ranging  about  from  one  apartment 
to  a»fther#    Tyranny,  guilt,    ambition,   curio^ 

B  b  4  ficy. 
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fityi  a  kind  of  rcftlefs  fpirit,  the  dcfirc  of  ac^r 
quiring  knowlcge,  and  of  feeing  thingSi  tediunfi^ 
and  the  difguft  arifing  from  exhaufted  felicity, 
have  driven,  and  will  at  all  tinries  drive,  men  from 
their  country.  / 

But,  in  ages  previous  to  civiliisation,  to  com- 
merce, and  to  the  invention  of  figns  to  reprefent 
riches,  before  intereft  had  prepared  ^  habitation 
for  the  traveller,  hofpitality  lupplicd  it^s  place. 
The  favourable  reception  of  a  ftranger  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  facrcd  debt,  which  was  often  repaid 
after  the  lapfe  of  fcveral  centqries,  by  the  de- 
fcendants  of  the  perfon  who  had  been  the  objedk 
of  it;  and  who,  upon  his  return  ipto  his  own 
fountry,  took  a  delight  in  repeating  the  favours 
he  had  i^cceived,  the  remembrance  of  which  was 
conftantly  prefcrved  in  his  family. 

These  afFedlIng  inftances  of  humanity  have 
^ccreaied,  in  proportion  as  the  intercourfc  be* 
tween  nations  hath  been  facilitated.  Induftrious, 
rapj^cious,  and  intercftpd  men,  have  Termed,  in 
all  parts,  fettlements,  where  the  traveller  alights, 
where  he  commands,  and  where  he  difpofes  of 
ail  the  conveniences  of  life  as  if  he  were  at 
home.  The  mafter,  or  the  landlord,  of- the  houfe, 
is  neither  his  benefaftor,  his  brother,  nor  his 
friend  j  he  is  only  his  upper  fervant.  The  gold 
that  he  fpends  at  his  houfe,  entitles  him  to  treat 
hishoftashe  choofes;  he  cares  not  for  your  re* 
fpeft  but  for  your  money.  When  you  quit  his 
houfe,'  he  thinks  no  more  of  you  s  nor  do  you 
fecolleft  him,  any  farther  than  as  you  have  been 
dther  difpleafcd  or  fatisfied  with  him.    -Hofpi- 

tality, 
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talityj  that  facrcd  virtue  which  is  cxtinguiflicd 
drhongft  all  nations,  where  civilization  and  focial 
Inftitutions  have  nnade  any  progrefs,  is  no  longer 
found  but  aniong  the  favages^  and  mofe  particu- 
larJy  in  the  Brazils  than  in  any  other  country. 

Far  from  fliewing  that  indifference  or  weaknefs 
which  makes  us  ihun  the  deadj  and  makes  ut  un- 
willing to  fpeak  of  them,  or  to  remain  in  the 
places  that  might  recall  their  iinage  to  our  minds  i 
the  Brazilians  beheld  their  dead  with  tendercmo- 
tions,  recoiJnted  their  exploits  with  complacency, 
and  celebrated  their  virtues  with  tranlport.  They 
were  buried  upright  in  a  round  grave  5  and  if  the 
deccafed  was  the  head  of  a  familj^,  his  plumes, 
his  necklaces,  and  his  arms  were  interred  with 
him.  When  a  clan  removed  to  another  place, 
which  often  happened,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
changing,  every  family  fixed  fbme*  remarkably 
Clones  over  the  graves  of  their  moft  rcfpeftablc 
relations,  and  they  never  approached  thofe  monu- 
ments of  grief,  without  breaking  out  into  dread- 
ful oatcries,  not'  unlike  the  ihouts  with  which 
they  naade  the  air  refound  when  they  were  going 
(o  battle. 

Motives  of  intereftor  ambition  neverprompt- 
ed  the  Brazilians  to  war,  Thedefire  of  avenging 
their  relatioiis  or  friends,  was  always  the  occafion 
of  their  mod  fanguinary  cbntefts.  Their  chiefs, 
br  father  their  orators,  were  old  men,  who  de* 
lermined  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  gave 
the  fignal  for  marching,  and  exerted  themielves 
iliiring  the  march^  in  repeated  expreflions  of  im- 
placable hatred.    Sometimes,  even  the  march 

of 
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*  ^x^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  fijfpendcd  tq  liften  to  thcfe  p^f- 
iioJUte  haranguest  nhac  laded  for  many  hours.  Thi^i 
cjuftom  makes  thofe  long  fpeeches  we  meet  with 
in  Honicr,  and  in  the  Rooian  hiftoriansA  appear 
more  probable  i  but  in  tbofe  days,  the  noifc  of 
the  ^tillery  did  not  drown  the  voices  of  the  ge- 
nerals. 

The  conibatants  were  armed  with  a  club  of 
ebony  fix  feet  long,  one  foot  broad,  and  an  inch 
thick.  Th^ir  bows  and  arrows  were  of  the  fame. 
wQpd.  Their  in&ruments  of  martial  liiufic  were 
flutes  made  of  the  bones  of  their  enemies.  They 
wer^  as  well  calculated  to  infpire  courage,  as  our 
drums,  which  ftifle  our  fenfc  of  danger,  and  a$ 
our  trumpets,  which  give  the  fignal,  and,  per* 
haps,  the  fear  of  death.  Their  generals  were  the 
foldiers  who  h^d  didinguifhed  themfelves  mod  ia 
former  wars. 

The  firft  attack  was  never  made  openly,  but 
both  tirmies  endeavoured  to  take  the  advantage 
of  a  furprifal.  Their  courage  feldom  confided  in 
maintaining  their  ground.  The  ambition  of  the 
Brazilians  was  to  make  a  greatnnany  prifoners, 
which  were  flain  and  eaten  with  folemnity.  Dur-r 
ing  the  fead,  the  old  men  exhorted  the  young  to 
become  intrepid  warrior^,  that  they  might  often 
procure  themfelves  fuch  an  honourable  repad» 
This  inclination  for  human  flefli  was  never  ii) 
prevalent  as  to  induce  the  Braziiiaas  (o  devow 
iucb  of  their  enemies  as  had  fallen  in  battle  i-th^y 
QTkly  ace  tbofe  who  had  bjeen  t^kea  alive. 

The  treatnncne  of  prifoners  pf  war  hxdi  varied 

.  .  , 

according  to  the  degree  of  perfe^on  human  tea* 

fon 
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fon  hath  gradually  attained.  Thp  moft  civilized  '  ^  °  * 
cations  ranfom  them,  exchange  or  reftore  them 
^t  the  concluflpti  of  a  war.  Nations,  that  are  not 
yet  qompletely  civilized,  claim  theo)  as  their  prjONi 
perty,  and  make  them  flavcs,  The  common  fa* 
yages  maffacre  them  without  putting  theql  ta 
torture.  The  moft  favage  people  of  all,  torturei 
kill,  and  eat  them.  This  is  their  execrable  law 
pf  nations. 

This  anthropophagy  hath  long  been  conrid^re4 
as  a  chimera  in  the  opinion  of  fome  fceptical  p^sr^ 
fons.  They  could  not  conceive,  that,  any  na^ 
tion^  could  have  been  reduced  to  the  cruel  neceC* 
fity  of  feeding  upon  their  fcUow^creatures,  to  (sLm 
tisfy  t^eir  own  wants  ^  and  ftill  lefs  could  they 
fuppofe,  that  any  thing,  except  an  abfolute  priva- 
tion of  every  fupport  of  life,  could  have  induce4 
man  to  commie  ib  atrocious  a  deed.  Since  the 
doubts  of  the  moft  incredulous  have  been  rct 
moved  by  a  great  number  of  fa<^s,  by  tcftrmQ- 
nics  of  higher  authority,  and  by  more  authentic 
accounts,  fome  philofophers  have  attctnptcd  tQ 
juftify  this  pra(5tice  of  feveral  favage  nations. 
They  have  ftill  exdaimed  with  vchcnrience  againft 
the  barbarity  of 'the  fovereigns,  who,  ;o  fatisfy 
their  own  caprice,  fent  their  unfprtyinatc  fubj-e<?l^ 
to  the  (laugh ter-hpufe  of  war.  Bii^  they  have  iroa?- 
gined  that  it  was  a  matter  of  indifFereijce,  whe* 
ther  their  carcafcs  xyere  devoured  by  nxen^  pr  by 
bird^. 

PfiRHAW,  indeed,  this  cuftom  hath  not  in  !«#• 
ielf  any  thing  priminal,  fwiy  thingr  thaf  i;s  l^fpug^ 
nant  to  morality :  but  h9w  pernicious  would  ^ 
the  confecjuence^  arifi.n^  from  it  ?    When  nian  i$ 
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^  ^ix  ^  once  authorized  fo  cat  the  flelh  of  man,  if  the 
fa'^y^  tafte  of  it  fhould  fuit  his  palate,  nothing  will  re- 
main, biit  to  nnakc  the  fleam  of  blood  grateful  to 
the  noftrils  of  the  tyrant.  Let  us,  then,  form 
an  idea  of  thefc  two  phoenomena,  generally  pre- 
irailing  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  and  let  us  fix 
our  eyes  upon  the  human  fpecics,  if  we  can  pof- 
fibly  bear  the  fight. 

In  the  Brazils,  the  heads  of  the  enemies  flain 
in   aftion,    or  facrificed  after  the  engagement, 
were  very  carefully  prefervcd,  and  lhew*n  with 
oftentation  to   all   ftrangers,    as  monuments  of 
Valour  and  viftory.     The  heroes  of  thofc  favage 
nations    bore    their  exploits  imprinted  on   their 
limbs,  by  incifions  which  infured  them  refpcd. 
T*he  more  they  were  disfigured,  the  greater  was 
their  glory. 
A^ttnsnt     '    Such  manners  had  not  difpofed  the  Brazilians 
l^ariH"    to'fubmit  patiently  to  the  yoke  that  was  intended 
StTso^rVrl'   i^  ^^  impoftd  upon  them  :  but  what  could  the 
sii.  a«d       favagcs  oppofe  td  the  arms  and  difcipline  of  Eu- 
Fartugue«,  ropc  ?     A  confidcrable  numbcr  of  them  had  fub- 
Ttl^mof   mitted,    when,    in    1549,    the  court  of  Lifton 
the  colony,    (^^ught  propcr  to  fcnd  over  a  governor^  to  regu- 
late ah  eftablifiirfient  which  till  then  had  been  left 
to  the  fury  and  the  caprices  of  ^  fet  of  banditti. 
Thomas  de  Soufa,  indeed^  by  building  Saq  Sal- 
vador, gave  a  center  to  the  colony  >  but  the  ho- 
n6ur  ofreftdring  it  to  any  kind  of  tranquillity 
was  referved  to  the  Jefuits  who  attended  him. 
Tljofe  intrepid  men,    who  have    always    beei> 
prompted  by  motives  of  religion  or  of  ambition 
to  undertake  great  aftions,  difperfed  themfelves 
anrtong  the  Indian^.    Such  of  thefc  miffionariesas 
^-  were 
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wtre  murdered  from  hiitred  ta  tl)ic  Pqr|bugvicic»  ®  ^^  ^ 
na^e,  were  immediately  replaced  by  others,  yjio, 
were  infpired  y^ith'  none  but  fenumcnts  .pf  pe%Gfi 
a{i4  charity.  This  magnanion^ity  confounded  jtih^ 
barbarians,  who  bad  never  haiMEiny  idea  of  for^ 
givenefs.  By  degrees  they  began  fo  place  iosnfi 
confidence  in  men  who  feemed  to  feek  them  imkfi 
with  a  view  of  making  them  happy.  Tbeir>ai*s 
tachment  to  the  miffionaries  grew  into  a  pafllon- 
ate  fondnefs.  When  a  Jefuit  was:  cxpefted  lo.QtMi 
of  their  natioAS>  the  ^oung  people  /fiocked  to 
meet  him,  concealing  themfelves  in  the  woods 
aloqg  the  road. ;  As  he  drew*  near,, tbey  &U|ed 
fotth,  played  upon  their  pipes,  be^t:tbcir  drUn^ 
danced,  and  made  th^  air  rei^Ulf^ -with  joyjfi^ 
fongs  i  and,  in  a  word,  omitted  notbmg  that  eould 
exprefs  their  fatisfaftion*  At  the  entrance  of  thje 
village,  the  old  men  and  thief  inhabitants  w^ere 
afiembled,  who  exprefled  as  much  joy,  but  with 
more!  fedatenefs*  .  A  little .  further  on,  ftood 
wx)mch  andiyiiung  girls,  in.  a  cefpe^tful  pof^ 
turc'  fuitable  to  their  fcx.  Then  they  all  joined§ 
and  condufled  their  father  in  triumph  to  the  place 
where  they  were  affembled^  There  jbe  inftrud^ed 
tjiem:  in  the-  fundamental do^rines  of  religions 
exhorted  them  to  a  regularity  of  manners^  to  a 
lore  of  juftice,  to  brotherly  charity,  and  to  aoiabr 
horrence  for  human  blood  j  after  which  he  bap<^ 
tife\i  thera%  ■.      ■  j 

As  thefe  miffionaries  were  too  few  in  number  to 

tranfadt  all  the  biifinefs  themfelves,  they  frequently 

deputed  fome  of  the  mod  intelligent  Indians  ik 

their  Head.    Thefe  men^  proud  of  fo  glorious laa 

*•         *  office^ 
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*  ^x'  ^  office,  diftributed  hatchets,  knives,  and  loakkig^ 
glafles  among  the  farages  they  met  with,  and  re* 
prefented  the  Portugiie^e  as  a  harmlefs,  humine) 
and  good  fort  of  people.  They  never  returned 
from  their  excurfions  without  bringing  with  them 
fi>me  of  the  Brazilians,  who  followed  them  fronii 
iYK>civeg  of  curiofitf ^  When  thcie  favagcs  had 
oi^e  feen  the  Jefuitfi,  it  was  with  difficulty  thair 
they  ever  quitted  tbom«  When  they  .returned 
home,  it  was  oo  invite  their  families  and  friends 
to  oome  and  (hacc  their  happineOi,  and  to  difplay 
the  prefents  they  bad  received. 

Ii^  any  one  (hould  doubt  tbefe  h^ppy  tffeSts  of 
kindnefs  and  humanity  over  favage  nations>  lei 
liim  only  compare  the  progrefs  the  Jefuits  hav€ 
fiiatde,  in  a  very  (horc  time,  in  South  Americai 
with  what  the  forces  and  navy  df  Spain  and  Pot-^ 
tugfil  htve  not  becin  able  to  effefl  in  the  fpace  of 
twO'  centuries.  While  multitudes  of  foldiers 
Were  employed  in  changing  two  great  and  dvi^ 
lixed  empires  into  defer^cs  inhabitsd  by  roving  fa^ 
vages,  a  few  miSlonaries  have  changed  little  wan^^ 
dering  clans  into  feveral  great  and^civili^ed  na« 
tioRS*  If  thefe  aftive  and  courageous  men  had 
been  Icfs  infefted  with  the  fpirit  of  the  church 
of  Rome  s  lO  when  formed  into  a  fociety  in  the 
moil  intriguing  and  corrupt  court  in  Europci 
they  had  not  inHnuated  themfelves  into  other 
courts  to  i^nQuence  all  political  events;  if  they 
had  not  difgufted,  by  their  fpirit  of  intoleratipn^ 
all  moderate  perfons,  and  .all  the  tribunals  by 
iheir  pa0ion  for  defpotifm ;  if  an  outrageous  zea) 
for  religion  had  m>t  made  them  the  fecret  ene^ 
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rfiies  to  th^e  progrefs  of  kn6T;C'lege,  and  thii  pcrfe-'  ^'^^^  ^ 
ciitors  of  philofophy  j  if  they  had  employed  asr 
much  art  lA  making  themfelves  beloved,  a^  they 
4id  in  making  themfelves  feared  ^  if  they  hdd' 
been  as  jealous  of  iiicreafing  the  fplendpuf  of  their; 
focicty,  as  of  augmenting  It's  power;  if  the  chidfi' 
of  the  order 'had  not  made  an  ill  ufe  of  the  ^ry^ 
virtues  of  theif  members;  the  Did  and  New' 
World  would  ftiU  have  reaped  the  advania^of 
the  occupatiohs  of  a  fct  of  men,  who  might-hive 
been  made  ufeful,  had  they  been  prevented  fHiai' 
being  neceflaryi  and  the  eighteenth  Cdritury 
would  not  have  had  caufe  to  be  aftiamed  of 'the 
enormities'  thit,  have  attended  the  fupprelSon  of 
tl^e  fociety. ,  Th6  whole  univeffe  woxild  coilti'rttter 
to  be  fertilized  by  their  labours,  and  by  thei*. 
undertaking^.       -  '  '! 

The  Brazilians  had  top  much  caufe  of  fiatred 
againft  the  Europeans,  not  to  rhiftruft  their  kind- 
ncfsj  but  their  diffidence  was  in  fome  fncafure  re- 
moved by  a  fignal  aft  of  juftice. 

The  Portuguefe  had  formed  the  fettlemcnt.o/ 
St.  Vincent  on  the  fca-coaft,  in  the  24th  degree 
of  (buth  latitude.  There  they  traded  peaceably 
with  the  Cariges,  the  mildeft  and  moft  civili^eci 
nation  in  all  the.  Brazils.  The  advantages  they 
reaped  from  this  conneftion  could  not  reftrain 
them  from  fcizing  upon  feventy.men  to  make 
flaves  of  them.  The  pcrfon  who  had  committed 
the  offence  was  condemned  to  carry  the  prifoncrs 
back  to  the  place  from  whence  he  had  taken 
them,  and  to  make  the  proper  excufes  for  fb  hei-' 
nous  an  infult.  Two  Jefuits,  who  were  appointed 

ta 
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^  ^x?  ^  to  difpofc  the  Indians  to  accept  this  fatisfaftioni 
which  would  never  have  been  offered  but  at  their' 
defire^  gave  notice  of  it  to  Farancaha^  the  molt 
reipeftable  man  of  his  nation.  He  came  out  to 
meet  them^  and  embracing  them  with  tears  of 
joy  J  "  Fathers/*  faid  he,  "  we  conferit  to  fbr- 
'5.  get  all  that  is  pa{l„  and  to  enter  into  afrefli 
"  alHance  with  the  Portuguese  j  but  let  them 
^.fbr  the  future  be.  more  moderat^^  and  mora 
*S  obfervant  of  the  rights  of  nations.  Our  attach* 
f<.  ment  entitles  us  at  lead  to  equj  table  pro*. 
«  ceo^ings*  We  are,  called  barbarians,  yet  we, 
*^  reipcft  juftice  an4  our  friends.'*  The  miffioh- 
aric$  having  engaged  that  for  the  future  their 
natioa  fhould  more  religioufly  obferve  the  laws  of 
pqicp  and  unity,  Farancaha  prpceeded  thus :  *^  If 
**  you  doubt  the  faith  of  the  Cariges,  I  will,  give 
**  you  a  proof  of  it.  I  have  a  nephew  for  whom' 
**  i  have  a  great  affeftion  ;  he  is  the  hope  of  my 
«  family,  and  the  comfort  of  his  mothers  flic 
"  would  die  with  grief  if  flie  were  to  lofe  her  fori- 
««  Yet  I  will  deliver  him  to  you  as  a  hoftageJ 
**  Take  him  along  with  you,  cultivate  his  young 
f*  mind,  take  care  Of  his  education,  and  inftruffc 
"  him  in  your  religion.  Let  his  manners  be  gentle 
**  and  pure.  1  hope,  when  you  return,  ydu  will 
««  inftruft  me  alfo,  and  enlighten  liiy  rtind.** 
Many  of  the  Cariges  followed  his  eiartlple,  and 
fent  their  children  to  St.  Vincent*s  for  education^ 
The  Jefuits  were  too  artful  not  to  take  great  ad- 
vantage of  this  event  i  but  it  does  hot  appear  that 
they  ever  had  any  intention  to  deceive  the  Indian* 
by  inculcating  fubmiffion.    Avaricfe  had  not  yet 
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jpoiTd&d  the  minds  of  thcfc  milllonaries  5  tnd  the  ^  ^^  ^ 
iiitereft  they  had  at  court>  fecured  fufficient  refpeft  \^'^m  mtr 
!b  the  colody^  to^make  the  ficuation  of  their  con- 
verts a  fortunate  oiic.  ' 

This  time  of  tranquillity  was  improved*  For  - 
fomc  years  paft,  fugar  plants  had  been  tranf* 
planted  from  Madeira  to  Brazil^  where  the  cli- 
mate and  the  foil  wert  found  favourable  to  this 
rich  produce.  The  culture  of  it  was  at  firft  very 
inconfiderable  1  but  no  fooner  Was  the  ftrength  o^ 
the  Negroes  fubftituted  to  the  languid  labours 
of  the  Indiails^  towards  the  year  1570^  than-  it 
ireceived  an  increafe.  This  progrcfs  was  growing 
daily  more  confiderable^  becaufe  this  produdion^ 
which  had  been  hitherto  only  of  ufe  in  medicine, 
became  tnore  and  more  an  artide  of  lujtury^ 

This  profperity,  which  was,vifible  in  all  the  irraptioa 
markets  of  Europe^  excited  the  cupidity  of  the  Frendi  into 
JFrench.  They  attempted  to  form  three  or  four  ^^*  B'a«*«» 
Settlements  at  BratiU  Their  levity  would  not 
fuffer  them  to  wait  the  ufually  flow  progrefs  of 
new  undertakings  $  and  merely  from  inconftancy 
and  impatience^  they  gave  up  profpefts  that  were 
fufficient  to  have  encouraged  any,  except  fuchi 
volatile  minds^  that  are  as  eaQly  difcouraged  as 
they  are  ready  to  undertake.  The  only  valuable 
monument  we  have  of  their  fruitlefs  incurfions,  is 
a  dialogue,  which  more  particularly  fhews  the 
Natural  good  fenfe  of  the  favages,  as  it  is  written 
with  that  fimplicity  of  ftyle  which  diftiftguiflied 
the  French  language  two  hundred  years  ago  i  a 
fimplicity  in  which  there  were  graces  we  cannot 
ftill  but  regrets 
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*^  The  Brazilians,"  fays  Lcry,  one  of  the  intef- 
locutorsi  ^'  being  v«ry  much  aftoni(hed  to  fee  the 
*f  French  take  fuch  pains  to  get  their  wood^  one 
**  of  their  old  men  once  afked  me  this  question : 
"  What  can  be  the  reafon  that  you  Frenchmen 
*'  come  fo  far  to  get  wood  for  firing  ?     Is  there 
*'  none  in  your  own  country  ?    To  which  I  an- 
"  fwered,  Yes,  and  a  great  deal  too,  but' not 
**  fuch  as  thcir's,  which  we  did  not  burn  as  he 
**  thought  J  but. as  they  themfelves  ufed  it  to  dye 
*'  their  firings  and  their  feathers,  our  people  em- 
"  ployed  it  alfo  in  dying.  He  replied,  Well,  but 
«^  do  you  want  fo  great  a  quantity  ?     Yes,  faid 
**  I ;  for  in  our  country  there  are  fome  merchants 

• 

^'  who  have  more  rugs  and  fcarlet  cloths  than 
*^  you  ever  faw  in  this  county  j  one  of  thefe  will 
**  buy  feveral  cargoes  of  this -wood.     Ha  -ha ! 
**  fays  the  favagc,  thou  telleft  me  wonders.  Then 
'^  paufing  upon  what  I  had  been  telling  hinri, 
"  he  faid ,  But  this  very  rich  man  thou  talkcft 
"  of,  is  he  never  to  die  ?     Yes,  yes,  faid  I,   as 
f*  well  as  others.  Upon  which,  as  they  are  great 
"  talkers,  he  alkcd  me  again ;  So  then,  when  he 
«'  is  dead,  to  whom  does  all  the  wealth  he  leaves 
**  belong  ?     It  goes,  faid  I,,  to  his  children,  or 
"  if  he  hath  none,  to  his  brothers,  fiftcrs,  or  next 
"  of  kin.     Truly,  fays  the  old  man,  now  I  fee 
*'  that  you  Frenchmen  are  great  fools ;  for  muft 
"  you  work  fo  hard,  and  x:rofs  the  fea  to  heap 
*'  riches  for  them  that  come  after  you,  as  if  the 
*^  earth  that  hath  fed  you  was  not  fufBcient  to 
"  feed  them  likewife.  We  have  children  and  re- 
V  lations  whom  We  love,  as  thoy  fceft ;  but  as  we 


— * 


."  are 


tN  ^  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  iNfilfiS-  '  iH 

^'  are  fure  that,  after  our  death,  thfe  earth  that  ^  ^.^  ^ 
*'  hath  provided  for  our  fubfiftence,  will  equally  u  i-yi^ 
*^  provide  for  their%  we  ai*e  fatisfied/* 

This  mode  of  reafoning,  fo  natural  to  favages,  ^^'^3^^\^ 
whom  nature  hath  exempted  from  ambition,  but  inthcBra- 
fo  foreign  to  civilized  nations,  who  have  expc^ 
rienced  all  the  ill  effcfts  of  luxury  and  avarice, 
made  no  great  impreflion  on  the  French,  They 
.could  not  withftand  the  temptation  of  riches, 
which  all  the  maritime  nations  in  Europe  thirfted 
after  at  that  time.  The  Dutch,  who  were  become 
republicans  by  chance,  and  merchants  from  ne- 
ceflity,  were  more  perfevering  and  more  fuccefs- 
ful  than  the  French  in  their  attempts  on  the  Bra- 
zils. The  nation  they  had  to  contend  with  was 
not  more  confiderable  than  their  own,  and,  in 
imitation  of  them,  was  preparing  to  (hake  off  the 
yoke  of  Sparn,  though  they  ftill  fubmitted  to  that 
of  a  regal  government. 

All  hiftorlcal  accounts  are  full  of  the  afts  of 
tyranny  and  cruelty  that  excited  the  Low-countries 
to  rife  againfl:  Philip  H.  The  richeft  provinces 
were  retained,  or  brought  back  under  the  yoke  of 
a  tyrannical  government,  while  the  pooreft,  that 
were  in  a  manrtef  funk  under  water,  found  means, 
by  more  than  human  exertions,  to  fecure  their  in- 
dependence. When  their  liberty  -was  firmly  cfta- 
bliftied,  they  attacked  their  enemy  upon  the  re- 
moteft  feas,  on  the  Indus,  on  the  Ganges,  and  as 
far  as  the  Moluccas,  which  made  a  part  of  the 
Spanifti  dominions,  fince  Portugal  had  been  in- 
cluded in  thdm.  The  truce  of  1609  gave  time  to 
that  cnterprifing  apd  fortunate  republic  ta  bring 
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^  ^ix^  ^  ^^^  "^^  projects  to  rnaturity.  Thefc  defigns  were? 
mamfcfled  in  i6aii  by  the  cftabHIhmcnt  of  a 
Weft  India  Company^  from  which  the  fame  fuc- 
ecfs  was  cxpcfted  in  Africa  and  America,  that 
were  both  comprifed  in  the  charter^  as  the  Eaff- 
India  company  had  experienced  in  Afiair  The 
operations  of  the  neW  fociety  began  by  the  attack 
of  Brazil. 

Precautions  had  been  taken  to  procure  the 
neceflary  informations.  Some  Dutch  (hips  had 
ventured  thither,  in  defiance  of  the  law  that  pro- 
hibited the  adqiittance  of  any  ftrangers.  As  they 
greatly  underfold,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  their 
country,  the  Commodities  that  came  from  Spain, 
they  met  with  a  favourable  reception.  At  their 
return,  the  contraband  traders  reported,  that  the 
country  was  in  a  kind  of  anarchy  >  that  foreign 
dominion  had  ftified  in  the  people  the  love  of  their 
country  J  that  fclf-intercft  had  corrupted  their 
minds  ;  that  the  foldiers  were  turned  merchants; 
that  they  had  forgotten  the  firft  principles  of  war, 
and  that  whoever  fiiould  appear  there  with  a  coni- 
petent  force,  would  infallibly  furmount  the  trifling 
obftacles  that  might  be  oppofed  to  the  conqucft 
of  that  wealthy  region. 

The  company  committed  this  undertaking  to 
Jacob  Willekins,  in  i6"2+«  He  went  dire6fcly  to 
the  capital.  San  Salvador  furrender^d  at  fight  of 
the  Dutch  fleet,  and  the  reft  of  the  province,  al- 
though it  wa$  the  moft  extenflve  and  moft  po-* 
puloufi  of  the  Golonyi  made  little  more  refift-^ 
ancct 
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This  wji$  a  terrible  misfortune,  but  it  did  not  "  ^x?  ^ 
give  any  pain  to  the  Spanifli  council.  Since  that 
crown  had  fubdued  Portugal,  they  did  not  find 
the  people  as  fubmifliv-e  as  they  wjfhed  jKeni  to 
be.  A  difafter  which  might  render  them  more 
dependent,  appeared  to  be  a  great  adyancage; 
^nd  their  minifters  congratulated  themfclves, 
upon  having  at  length  found  an  opportunity  of 
aggravating  the  yoke  of  their  defpoiifm. 

Philip,  without  entertaining  rnore  equitable 
ideas>  or  more  elevated  fentiments,  though^  tha^ 
jhe  majefty  of  the  throne  required  of  him  fome 
outward  appearance  of  decency^  Accordingly,  he 
wrote  to  the  Portuguefe  of  the  firft  rank,  cxhortr 
ing  them  to  make  fuch  gei^erous  efforts  as  thj9 
prefent  citigcncies  required.  This  they  were  al- 
ready inclined  to.  Self-inter^ft,  patriotifm,  thje 
defire  of  throwing  a  damp  upon  the  joy  of  their 
tyrants  ^  all  concurred  to  quicken  their  alacrity^ 
The  monied  men  lavifhe^i  their  treafures  j  others 
raifed  troops;  all  were  eag,er  to  enter  into  the 
fcryice.  In  three  months  time  twenty-fix  (hips 
were  fitted  oujt,  which  faijied  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  i6?6,  in  company  wich  thpfe  from 
iSpain,  which  the  tardinefs  and  policy  of  that  n^«- 
tion  had  made  them  wait  for  much  too  long;. 

The  archbiihop  of  San  Salvador^  Michael  de 
Texeira,  had  prepared  matters  fo  as  to  facilitate 
their  fuccefs.  That  marpal  prelate,  at  the  head 
pf  1 500  noeni  had  at  firft  ftopped  the  progrefs  of 
fhc  enemy.  He  had  infulted,  harafied,  beaten, 
driven,  inclofed  and  blocked  them  up  in  the  town. 
'J'l^c  pi^tch,  reduced  by  huoger^   fatigue^   and 
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BOOK  want,  compelled  the  governor  to  furrcnder  to  the 
troops  which  the  fleet  had  landed  on  their  arrival, 
and  they  were  all  carried  to  Europe. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  company  by  fea,  made  them 
amends  for  this  lofs.    Whenever  their  (hips  came 
into  port  they  were  viftoroius,  and  loaded  with  the 
fpoils  of  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe.     They 
were  fo  profperous  as  to  give  umbrage  even  to  the 
powers  mod  intercfted  in  the  welfare  of  Holland, 
The  ocean  was  covered  with  their  fleets.     Their 
admirals  endeavoured,  by  ufeful  exploits,  to  prc- 
ferve  their  confidence.     The  fubaltern  officers 
afpired  to  promotion,  by   fcconding  the  valour 
and  flcill  of  their  commanders.    The  foldiers  and 
failors  fought  with  unparalleled  ardour,  and  nor- 
thing could  difcourage  thofe  refolute  and  intrepid 
men.     The  fatigues  of  the  fca,  ficknefs,  and  re- 
peated engagements,  all  feemed  to  inure  them  to 
-war,  and  to  increafe  their  emulation.    The  com- 
pany encouraged  this  ufeful  fpirit,  by  frequently 
diftributing  rewards.    Exclufivc  of  their  pay,  the 
failors  were  allowed  to  carry  on  a  private  trade, 
v&'hich  was  a  great  encouragement,  and  procured 
a  conftant  fupply  of  men.     By  this  wife  regula- 
tion, their  intereft  was  fo  immediately  connefted 
with  that  of  their  employers,  that  they  wiflied  to 
be  always  in  aftion.     They  never  fl:ruck  to  the 
enemy,  nor  ever  failed  to  attack  their  fhips  with 
that  degree  of  (kill,  intrepidity,  and  perfeverance> 
which  muft  infure  viftory.    In  the  courfe  of  thir^ 
.     teen  years,  the  company  fitted  out  eight  hundred 
^ips,  which  coil  ninety  millions  *.     They  took 
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fire  hundred  and  forty-five  of  the  enemy's  fhips, 
which,  with  the  goods  on  board,  fold  for 
)  80,000,000  li  vres  *.  The  dividend  was  never  be- 
low twenty  per  cent,  and  often  rofe  to  fifty*. 
This  profperity,  which  was  entirely  owcn  to  the 
war,  enabled  the  company  to  make  a  fecond  at- 
tack upon  the  Brazils. 

Their  admiral,  Henry  Lonki  arrived,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1630,  with  forty-fix  men  of 
war,  on  the  coaft  of  Fernambucca,  one  of  the 
largeft  provinces  in  thofe  parts,  and  the  beft  for- 
tified. He  reduced  it  after  feveral  obftinate  en- 
gagements,  in  which  he  was  always  viftorious. 
The  troops  he  left  behind,  fubdued  the  neigh- 
bouring coiintrie*:,  in  the  years  1633,  1634,  and 
1635.  This  was  the  moft  cultivatea  part  of 
Brazil,  and  confequently  that  which  afforded 
moft  commodities. 

The  company  were.fo  elated  with  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  this  wealth,  which  flowed  to  Amfterdani 
inftead  of  Lilbon,  that  they  determined  upon  the 
conqueft  of  all  the  Brazils,  and  intrufted  Maurice 
of  Naffau  with  the  conduft  of  that  cnterprife. 
That  general  reached  the  place  of  his  deftination 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1637.  He  found 
the  foldiers  fo  well  difciplined,  the  commanders 
fuch  experienced  men,  and  fo  much  readinefs  in 
all  to  engage,  that  he  diredlly  took  the  field.  He 
was  fucceflively  oppofed  by  Albuquerque^  Ban- 
"jola,  Lewis  Rocca  de  Borgia,  and  the  Brazilian 
Cameron,  the  idol  of  his  people,  paflionately  fopd 
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of  the  Portugueie>   brave,  ad^ive,  cunning^  aikl 

who  wanted  |io  quali^cation  neceflary  for  a  gene-- 
^al^    but  to  have  learned  the  art  of  war  under 

able  commanders*  Thefe  feveral  chiefs  exerted 
their  utmoft  efforts  to  defend  the  pofleflions  that 
were  under  their  protection  s  but  their  endea- 
vours proved  ineffedual.  The  Dutch  completed 
the  conquell  of  all  the  coaJlls  extending  from  San 
Salvador  to  the  Amazon. 

It  was  in  thefe  circumftances  that  an  elo* 
quent  Jefuit,  named  Anthony  Vieira,  pro- 
nounced, in  one  of  the  churches  of  Bahia,  the 
moft  vehement  and  moft  extraordinary  difcourfe 
that  hath  perhaps  ever  been  hear'd  in  a  Chriftiani 
pulpit.  The  fihgularity  of  this  fermon  will  pro- 
bably plead  ipy  excufe  for  the  long  extraft  I  am 
^oing  to  give  of  it. 

ViEiRA  took  for  hi$  text  th^t  part  of  thf; 
pfalms,  where  the  prophet^  addrefllng  himfelf  tq 
pod,  exclaims,  "  Awake,  O  Lord ;  wherefore 
f*  haft  thou  flept  ?  Wherefore  haft  thou  turned 
f*  thy  countenance  from  us  ?  Wherefore  haft  thou 
*'  forgotten  our  mifery  and  our  tribulation  ? 
y  Awake  and  come  to  our  fuccour.  Think  on 
!'  the  glory  of  thy  name,  and  fave  us/' 

**  It  is  in  thefe  words,  full  of  pious  firmncfs 
f  f  and  of  religious  boldncfs ;  it  is  thus,"  faith  the 
orator,  5'  that  the  king  prophet,  protcfting  ra- 
f*^  ther  than  praying,  addreffeth  himfelf  to  God. 
f*  The  times  and  circumftances  are  the  fame  5 
f*  and  I  may  alfo  venture  to  fajr,  Aw^ke,  where-- 
ff  tort  haft  thoa  flept  ?'*  '  <        ' 
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.   VisiBLA  re^cMcii  his  text  ^  aod^  aftier  haying.  •  ^^  « 

ibew'n  the  coafprmity  between  the  misfofOine^ 

pf  the  |rraeiice$  and  the  Ppr cuguefe^»  ^  he  a<lds^ 

^^  It  is  nQt|  therefore^  to  the  peopk  t;h»t  my  dW- 

f<  courfe  thU  day  fliall  be  addreiCrd.    My  voice 

f  ^  and  my  words  Iball  be  employed  upon  a  highcf 

M  theme^    I  afpire^.  at  this  inftant*  to  penctra^ 

f^  even  in^o  the  bread  of  the  pivimiy.     This  i« 

?<  the  laft  day  of  the  fortnigHt  y9h\ch  is  deftiatd^ 

f '  in  all  the  churches  of  the  tnothet-^f  ountry^  to 

f '  prayer  before  the  facred  altars  :  ^n4  lince  this 

f^  day  is  tl>e  laft,  it  is  proper  to  have  re^ourif 

f ^  to  the  fole  and  laft  remedy.     The  prcacjipw 

f ^  of  the  gofpel  have  in  vain  endeavoured   t«i 

f*  lead  yog  to  repentance.     Since  ye  have  bee^ 

f^  deaf}   fince  they  have  not  converted  youj^  i^ 

V  is  thou^  O  ]!ubrdx  whom  I  will  converts  and  al** 

f^  though  w^  are  the  ftnners^  it  is  thou  wlio  ftialc 

f  5  repent, 

**  When  the  children  of  Ifracl  had  committed 
ff  the  crime  in  the  defert,  in  worfl>ipping  the 
f'  golden  ca^fy  thqu  didft  reveal  their  fault  to 
*f  Mofesi  and  thou  didft  add^  in  thy  wrath,  that 
f^  thou  wouldft  annihilate  tbofe  ungrateful  people* 
f  *  Mpfes  faid  unto  thec^  Why  doth  thy  wrath  w« 
f^  hoc  againft  thy  people  i  Before  thou  punjiheft^ 
f '  confider  what  is  proper  for  thee  to  do^  ShaH 
f  <  the  Egyptians  accufe  thee  of  Havnng  taken  them 
f*  ou%  of  Qavery  for  mifchief,  an^  to  flay  th^m  ii^ 
f^  the  mountain^  i  ReflcA  oq  the  glory  of  ihjf 
f*  name. 

f  Such  was  the  rcafoning  made  ufe  of  by  Me^^ 
ff  fesy  and  fuch  (hall  be  niine»  Thou  didft  repent 

^f  thee 
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^  ®ii?  ^  **  thee  of  the  defign  which  thou  hadft  formed. 

Ami)  

**  Thou  art  ftill  the  fame  j  and  my  ai^uments  are 

^^Arongcr  than  thofc  of  the  Jewifli  legiflatoF. 

**  They  will  have  the  fomc  cffcft  upon  thee  j  and 

^^' if  thou  «hail  taken  the  refolution  to  deftroy  us, 

**  thou  wilt  repent  of  it.      Thou  canft  not  be 

f*  ignorant  that  the   heretic,    inflated  with  the 

f'  fuccefs  which  thou  haft  given  him,   hath  at-* 

f*  ready  faid,  that  it  is  to  the  falfity  of  our  wor- 

•**  (hip  he  owes  thy  protcftion  and  his  victories, 

f^  And  what  doft  thou  think  the  Gentiles  that 

^*  furrpund  us,  the  Talapouin,  who  is  yet  un- 

•*  acquainted  with  thee,  the  inconftant  Indian, 

^<  and  the  ignorant  and  ftupid  Egyptian,  but  jufl: 

*«  wafhed  with  the  waters  of  baptifm,  will  think 

«  of  this  ?     Are  the  people  capable  of  fearch- 

**-ing  into,    and  of  adoring  the  depth  of  thy 

*'  judgments  J    Arife,  therefore,  and  if  thou  haft 

«^  any  care  of  thy  glory,  fuffcr  not  that  arguments 

<<  againft  our  faith  (hould  be  draw'n  from  our  de« 

<^  feats.    Awake^  and  let  the  ftorms  which  have 

<«  difperfed  our  fleets  difperfe  thofc  of  our  com- 

*«  man  enemy.     Let  tlie  peftilence,  and  the  dif- 

«<  eafes  which  have  wafted  our  acmies,  bring  de? 

<*  ftruftiiMi  among  their *s  i  and  fine?  the  councils 

«'  of  men  are  fruftratcd  at  thy  pleafurc,  let  dark- 

<*  nefs  and  cpnfulion  prevail  in  their's. 

^^  Joshua  was  more  holy  and  more  patient 
^*than  we  arej  yet  his  language  was  not  -dif- 
•*  ferent  from  mine,   and  the  circumftance  was 

r 

**  much  lefs  important.  He  croffed  the  Jordan, 
••  he  attacked  the  city  of  AiV  and  his  troops  were 
^  difperfed.    His  lofs  was  mloderate,  and  yet  be- 

«  hold 
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•'hold  him  rending  his  clothes,  falling  upon  the  ^ 

**  earth,  giving  way  to  the  moft  bitter  complaints, 

•*  and  exclaiming  :  Wherefore  haft  thou  brought  us 

«  over  Jordan  to  deliver  us  into  the  hands'  of  ibe 

"  Amonites?  And  I,  when  the  intcreft  of  an  im- 

"  menfe  people,  and  in  a  vaft  extent  of  country, 

•*  are  concerned,  fhall  I  not  exclaim.  Haft  thou 

**  given  us  thefe  regions  merely  to-  deprive  us  of 

*^  them  again  ?     If  thou  didft  defign  them  for 

"  the  Dutch,  why  didft  thou   not  invite  them 

*^  while  they  were  yet  uncultivated  ?  Has  the  he- 

**  retic  rendered  thee  fuch  great  fervices,  and  arc 

*'  we  fo  vile  in  thine  eyes,   that  thou  fhouldft 

^f  have  draw'n  us  from  our  country,  merely  to 

^'  clear  their  lands  for  tKem,  to  build  their  ci- 

"  ties,  and  to  enrich  them  with  our  labours  ?     Is 

**  this  the  indemnity  which  thou  haft  fixed  upon 

**  in  thine  heart,  for  fo  many  men  flaughtered 

**  upon  the  earth,  or  loft  in  the  water's?     Yet 

*^  if  it  be  thy  will,  it  muft  be  fo.     But  I  per- 

"  ceive  that  thofc  whom  thou  rejefteft,  and  whom 

*' thou  doft  opprefs  to-day,  thou  wilt  fe^rch  for 

*^  in  vain  to-morrow. 

"  Joe,  when  cruftied  with  misfortunes,  expo- 
'*  ftulated  with  thee.  Thou  doft  not  expcdt  that 
**  we  fhould  be  more  infenfible  than  he  was.  He 
fald  to  thee.  Since  thou  haft  refolved  upon  myde-> 
ftruSHon^  complete  thy  work  ;  kill  me,  and  anniht' 
late  me :  but  thou  fhalt  feek  me  in  the  morning  and 
*'  I  fhall  not  be.  ^hou  fhalt  find  Sabeans^  Chaldeans^ 
**  and  blafphemers  of  thy  name ;  but  Job^  thy  faithful 
^^  fervanty  who  worfiippeth  tbeCj  wilt  no  more  be 
^^  found, 

"  I  v^ilh 
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^'  dcHroy^  and  coafume  us  all :  but  one  day^  bu4^ 
<<  in  the  morning,  thou  (halt  feek  for  Portugucfci^ 
^^  and  thou  ihalt  feek  in  vain.  Will  Holland 
^'  furniih  thee^  at  thy  calU  with  apoftolic  con-f 
^*  querorS)  who,  at  the  riik  of  their  lives,  wili 
*<  convey  over  the  face  of  the  whole  globe  the 
^  ftandard  of  the  crofs  ?  Will  Holland  eftablifb 
^'  a  iieminary  of  apoftolic  preachers,  who  will  be 
<'  ready,  for  the  intereft  of  thy  faith,  to  fptU  their 
^'  blood  in  barbarous  regions  ?  Will  Holland 
<^  raii^  temples  that  are  agreeable  to  thee  ?  Will 
9^  it  conftrud  altars  upon  which  thou  wilt  de-f 
f^  fcend  i  Will  it  confecrate  true  minifters  to 
^*  thee  i  Will  it  offer  up  to  thee  the  great  facri^ 
f^  fice  i  Will  it  worfhip  thee  in  a  manner  worthy 
f  *  of  thee  ?  Yes — the  worfhip  thou  wilt  receive 
f  from  her,  will  be  the  fame  as  that  which  fh^ 
f^  pradifeth  daily  at  Amfterdam,  at  Middle<- 
f<  bourg,  at  Flelfing,  and  in  the  other  di(lrid« 
f^  of  chofe  damp  and  cold  infernal  regions, 

^*  I  KNOW  well,  O  Lord,  that  the  propagation 
•*  of  thy  faith,  and  the  interefts  of  thy  glory,  da 
^^  not  depend  upon  us ;  and  that  if  there  were  no 
'<  men,  thy  power  animating  the  (tones  might 
f^  raiie  up  children  to  Abraham,  But  I  alfo 
f <  know,  that  fince  the  tin^e  of  ^dzm,  thou  haO: 
f '  not  created  any  mortals  q(  a  new  fpecies ;  that 
f  ^  thou  daft  make  uff?  of  thoje  that  exift  i  and  that 
f^  tbpu  doft  admit  ip  thy  defigns  thofe  that  are 
P^  iefs  good,  pnly  in  default  of  the  better.  Wit- 
^^  nefs  the  parable  of  the  feaft.  Bring  in  ike  ilin4 
ff  and  the  lam^    §qpl)  is  the  proceeding  of  Prg* 

Jf  yidencc  j 
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**  vidciiecj  and  wilt  thou  rcvcrfc  it'at  prciVht?  ^  o^  i?^ 

•*  We  have  been  invited,  and  we  have  not  re* 

^*  fttfed  to  come  to  the  fcaft,  and  yet  ihou  doft 

^^  prefer  to  us  the  blind  and  the  lame,  Luthet* 

^*  ans  and  Calvinifts,    blind   in   the  faith,    and 

*^  lame  in  their  works  1 

*^  Ip  we  be  fo  unfortunate,  as  that  the  Dutch 
*'  fhould  make  themfcives  matters  of  Brazrl,  tHe 
*^  circumftance  that  I  will  reprefent  to  thte,  with 
*^  all  humility,  but  with  great  earneftnefi,  }«» thdc 
<*  thou  would'ft  confider  well  before  the*  ex€cu- 
^  tion  of  thy  decree.      Weigh   with  ittt^rtlitfn 
**  what  may  be  the  confequcncCiof  k  j  andmfleft 
'^  while  there  is  ftill  time  for  it;    If  thou  ^it  to 
♦*  repent,   it  is  better  that  thoo  ihduld^flj  do  it 
^^  at  prefent,  than  when  the  eril  ffaail  be  wfthodt 
^*  remedy.  Thou  perceiveft  the  foi>pe  of  n»f ^UgU-* 
<^  ment,  and  the  reafons,  deduced  from  thine  oif^n 
^*  conduft,  for  the  remonftrance  I  make  w^thee* 
**  Before  the  thtie  of  the  deluge,  thou  wtrt  ialfo 
*^  much  incenfed  againft  mankind.    In  vain  did 
«  Noah  addrefs  his  prayers  to  thee  during  a  cert- 
^*  tury.  Thou  did^ft  perfift  in  thine  anger,  and  the 
^f  catarafts  of  the  heavens  were  at  length  burft, 
♦*  and  the  waters  rofe  above  the  fummits  of  the 
•*  mountains.    The  whole  earth  .was  ovcrfiolr^ii, 
^^  and  thy  juftice  was  fatisficd.    But  throe  days 
^'  after  this,  when  the  bodies  floated  ]i:^Km  the 
^  waters,  when  thin^  eyes  bebeldc  the  miite.ttude 
^'  of  livid  careafes,  when  the  £uiface  of  jth^^  lea 
*'  prefented  to  thee  the  mofk  mdanelftO^y  aqd  the 
^  moft  hideous  figtM:  that  had  eveir  ii^&^  the 
^  angelic-  choi^   ^at  was    the   jconifqufnoQ? 

^^afFcftcd 
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BOOK  €t  affcfted  with  the  fight,^  as  if  thou  had'ft  not 
"  forcfcen  it,  thy  bowels  were  mpvcd  with  an- 
**  guilh.  Thou  did'ft  repent  of  having  made  the 
.«  world.  Thou  did'ft  regret  the  paft,  and  did'ft 
*^  take  refolutions  for  the  future^  Since  fuch  is 
"  thy  difpofition,  why  do'ft  thou  not  fpare  thy- 
«*  felf,  in  fparing  us  ?  Why  do'ft  thou  perfift  in 
•«  thy  prefent  wrath,  if  it  be  afterwards  to  ex- 
*'  cite  thy  murmurs  i    and  if  thy  mercy  is  to  be 

'*  affcfted  by  the  decrees  of  thy  juftice  ?  Refle^ 
^^  upon  it  before  thou  do'ft  begin,  and  confider 
**  the  confequcnces  of  the  new  deluge  thou  halt 
<^  defigned  to  produce.  Let  me  be  allowed  %o 
"  rcprcfent  them  to  theei 

<'  htr  us  fuppofe  Bahia  and  the  reft  of  Brazui 
^^  arc  become  the  prey  of  the  Dutch.  Behold 
**  them  entering  into  the  city  with  the  fury  of 

'  ♦*  conquerors,    and  with  the   rage  of  heretics. 

.  <<  Behold  that  neither .  age  nor  fcx  are  fpared<) 
^^  Behold  the  blood  ftreamiog  on  all  fides.  Be- 
<<  hold  the  guilty^  the  innocent,  the  women  ar^d 
««  the  childrep,  all  put  to  the  fword,  and  map 

•  *«  facred  one.  upon  another.  Behold  the  tears  of 
«*  the  virgins,    who  weep  for   the  injury   th^y 

-  5«  have  Juffered.  Behold  the  old  men  dragged 
<*  by  their  hair.     Lifteti  to  the  mixed  cries  of  the 

. «  monks  and  of  the  priefts,  who  embrace  thine 
^^  altarsi  and  who  lift  up  their  hands  unto  thee. 
«  Even  thou,  thyfelf,  O  Lord!  wilt  not  efcape 
«« their  violence.  Yes — thou  wilt  partake  of 
^*  i^.  The  heretics  will  force  the  gates  of 
«<  thy  temples.  « The  hoft,   which  is  thine  own 

A^  proper  ^  body,   will   be  tranjpkd .  under  foQt. 

'<  The 
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"  The  vafes  ,that  have  been  filled  with  thy  bldbd, 
"  will  ferve  for  rioting  and  drunkenriefs.  Thine 
*^  altars  will  be  *throw*n  down.  Thy  itiia[gcs  will 
*'  be  tor'n  to  pieces.  Sacrilegious  hands  *ilf  be 
**  laid  upon  thy  mother. 

**  That  thefe  infults  (hould  be  offered  to  the^j 
^  and  that  thou  fhould'ft  fufFer  them,  is  not  a 
**  matter  of  aftonifliment  to  me,  fince  thou  haft 
•*  formerly  fuffered  others  ftill  more  cruel :  but 
^'  thy  mother !  O  !  wiiere  is  filial  piety  ?  Did'ft 
**  thou  not  deprive  Hofea  of  life,  for  having 
*<  touched  the  ark  ?    Did*ft  thou  not  wither  the 

4 

*'  arm  that  Jeroboam  had  raifed  againft  a  pro- 
**phetj  and  yet  the  heretics  have  thoufands  of 
*'  arms  for  more'atrocious  deeds  ?•  Thou  did'ft 
•'dethrone,  and  did*ft  caufe  Bal(haz2ai*  to  die, 
**  for  having  drunkout  of  facred  veflcls,  although 
**  thv  blood  had  not  been  confecrated  in  them; 
^'  and  yet  thou  do*ft  fpare  the  heretic,  arid  there 
**  arc  not  two  fingers  and  a  thumb  to  trace  upon 
"the  wall  the  fcntencc  of  their  death. 

"  In  a  word,  O  Lord,   when  thy  temples  arc 
•*  fpoiled,  thine  altars  demolilhed,    thy  religion 
"extinftin  Brazil,  and  thy  worfhip  annihilated, 
*'  when  the  grafs  ihall  grow  upon  the  avenues  to 
**  thy  churches,  Chriftmas  Day  ftiall  come  round 
^*  and  no  one  fliall  recolleft  the  day  of  thy  birth. 
"  Lent,  and  the  holy  week  Ihall  come  round, 
•'  and  yet  the  mytteries  of  thy  paflion  fhall  not 
"  be  celebrated.     The  ftones  of  our  ftreets  (hall 
<<  cry  out,  as  the  ftones  did  in  the  folitary  ftreets 
*^  of  Jcrufalcm.     There  will  be  no  more  prieft§,. 
**  no  more  facrifices,  no  more  facramcnts.  *  He- 
7  <<-fcff 
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•  ^j^  *  •*  Ttfy  will  lu-ifc  in  the  pylpjt  of  truth  i  and  the 
^^  children  of  the  Portuguefe  will  be  tainted  with 
^^  falfe  do&rines.  The  children  of  my  audience 
*'  will  be  aflced>  UuU  boys  wbai  is  your  religion  ? 
••  and  they  will  anfwcr,  we  are  Calvinijls.  Ani 
*^you^  link  girls^  what  is  your* s?  and  they  will 
^^  anfwer,  we  art  Luiberans.  Then  thou  wilt  hi$ 
**  moved  with  compaflion  and  repent:  but  if 
"  thy  repentance  be  to  be  awakened,  why  do'ft 
*'  thou  not  prevent  it  ? 

<<  But  tell  me>  what  ^ory  can^ft  thou  find  in 
^^  deftroying  a  nation^  and  in  cauling  it  to  be 
*^  fupplanted  by  another  }  This  is  4  power  tbou 
*^  did'ft  formerly  intruft  to  a  mean  in^^bHant 
^^  of  Anatho.  In  punifliing  us,  thpu  do'ft 
^<  triumph  over  the  weaks  in  pardoning  U8»  thou 
•^  do'ft  triumph  over  thyfclf.  Be  merciful  for 
*'  thine  own  glory,  and  for  the  honour  of  thy 
<^  namct  Let  not  thy  wrath  be  prolonged  for 
•*  cver>  nor  even  for  one  day.  Thou  wilt  not 
<<  {uffer  that  the  fun  fhould  (it  upon  our  anger  j 
*^  and  yet  how  often  hath  it  not  rifen,  how  often 
<^  hath  it  not  fet  upon  diine  I  Do'fl;  thou  require 
**  from  us  a  moderation  thou  do*ft  not  poflefs  ? 
'*  Do*ft  thou  give  us  the  precept  without  the  tx*' 
*^  an^ple  ? 

<^  Forgive  u^  O  Lord  1  and  put  an  end  to  our 
•^  misfortunes.  Holy  Virgin^  intercede  for  tisi 
*'  intreat  thy  fon ;  lay  thy  commands  upon  him^ 
**  If  he  be  angred  with  our  offences,  tell  Wnfi 
<^  thii^t  he  muA;  forgive  them,  as  it  is  enjoined  M 
««  by  his  law  tp  forgive  thofe  whp  have  offcndool 
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We  know  not  whether  the  Lord  llfteried  to 
this  apoftrophe  of  the  orator  Vieira-j  but  a  little 
While' after  the  Conqucfti  the  Dutch  were  in-i 
terrupted  by  a  revolution  which  all  nations 
iviflied  fori  and  which  none  had  forefeen. 

The  Portuguefe  had  never  enjoyed  happy  tinr.es 
fince  they  had  ftibrhitted  to  the  Spanilh  yoke  in 
1581.  Philip  IL  all  avaricious,  cruel;  defpoticjf 
defigning  and  falfe  prince,  had  endeavoured  to 
vilify  them ;  but  concealed  his  intentions  iind^r 
honourable  pretences.  His  fon^  whb  too  clofely 
followed  "^his  maxims,  and  thought  it  better  ttt 
reign  over  a  ruined  nation  than  to  be  indebted  td 
the  gobd-wili  of  thfe  people  for  theit  fubmiffioni 
had  fufFered  them  to  be  deprived  of  a  multitude 
of  conqucftsj  which  had  proved  a  fource  of 
Hchesi  power>  and  glory  to  them,'  and  which 
they  had  acquired  by  much  cfFufion  of  blood. 
The  fucceflbr  of  that  weak  prince,  who  had  ftill 
lefs  iindcrftandihg  than  his  father,  openly  and 
contemptuoufly  attacked  thfcir  adminiftration^ 
their  privileges,  their  manners^  and  all  that 
they  were  mort  attached  to.  At  the  iniliga- 
tion-of  Olivarez,  he  wanted  to  provoke  them  td 
revdlti  that  he  might  acquire  the  right  of  plun* 
dering  them. 

These  repeated  outrages  united  all  the  Portu- 
gueiei  whom  Spain  had  bd:en  labouring  to  divide* 
A  coiifpiracyj  that  had  been  forming  for  three 
Jrears,  vyith  incredible  ftcfecy,  bfokd  out  on  the 
third  of  December  1640.  Philip  IV^  was  igno- 
tninioufly  baniflied,  and  the  Duke  of  Braganza 
^as  placed  on  the  throne  of  his  ahccftors.     The 

Vol.  IV.  D  d  example 
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example  of  the  capital  was  followed  by  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  by  all  that  remained  of  the  fettle^- 
ments  formed  in  happier  times  in  Afia>  Africa^ 
and  America.  No  blood  was  (hed  on  this  great 
revolution,  except  that  of  Michael  Vafconcellos, 
the  bafe  and  vile  inftrument  of  tyranny. 

The  new  king  united  his  intcrcfts  and  his  rc- 
fcntmenrs  with  thofc  of  the  Englifli,  the  French, 
and  all  the  enemies  of  Spain.  Oa  the  23d  of 
June  i64i>  he  in  particular  concluded  an  dffen* 
five  and  defenfive  alliance  with  the  united  Pro* 
vinces  for  Europe,  and  a  ten  years  truce  for  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  NalTau  was  immediately 
recalled  with  moft  of  the  troops,  and  the  govern- 
flient  of  the  Dutch  pofleffions  in  Brazil  was  given 
to  Hamel,  a  merchant  of  Amfterdam$  to  BalCs, 
a  goldfmith  of  Haarlem  s  and  to  BuUeftraat, 
a  carpenter  of  Middleburgh.  The  decifion  of 
all  affairs  was  to  be  referred  to  this  council; 
and  thefe  were  now  fuppofed  to  be  confined  to 
the  carrying  on  of  a  great  and  advantageous 
trade^ 

A  coKsr0ERABLS  obllacle  fruftrated  their 
hopes.  The  lands  belonged  to  the  Portugueze, 
who  had  remained  under  the  government  of  the 
republic.  Some  of  them  had  never  acquired 
fuffict^nt  means  to  form  rich  plantations ;  and 
others  liad  loft  their  fortunes  by  the  calamities 
which  are  infeparable  from  war.  As  foon  as 
this  inability  was  know'n  in  Europe,  the  monied 
men  in  the  United  Provinces,  haftcned  to  fend 
the  funds  neceffary  for  the  carrying  on  of  all  the 
labours  which  it  was  poffible  to  undertake.     The 

face 
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Face  of  affkirs  ivas  foon  changed  in  thofe  regions^ 
every  thing  fcemcd  animated  with  new  life ;  but 
edifices  too  magnificent  werft  ereded>  an  infinite 
number  of  Oaves  perifhed  by  a  contagious  difor^ 
der  i  and  exceflive  luxury  was  generally  prevail ing» 
Thefe  faults  and  misfortunes  difabled  the  debtors 
from  fulfilling  their  engagements.  In  order  no^ 
to  lofe  all  their  credit,  they  were  imprudent 
enough  to  borrow  money  at  three  and  four  pit 
<eni.  per  month.  This  abfurd  conduft  fobn  ren- 
dered them  infolvelki  and  the  prifons  were 
filled  with  unfortunate  or  guilty  perfons.  The 
Company,  were  obliged  to  take  the  debts  upon 
themfelves,  in  order  to  prefervc  this  beautiful 
icttlemtnt  from  total  ruin;  but  they  required 
that  the  cultivators  lliould  give  up  the  entire  price 
of  their  produ6lions>  'till  all  the  debts  fhould  be 
liquidated^   -  ^ 

Before  this  arrangement,  the  agents  for  the 
monopoly  had  fufi^ered  the  fortifications  to  fall 
into  ruin  1  they  had  fold  the  arms,  and  the  ammu* 
nition:  they  had  permitted  every  foldier  who 
was  defirous  of  it.  to  return  to  the  mother-coun- 
try.  This  condufl  had  annihilated  the  public 
ilrength,  and  had  induced  the  Portuguefe  to 
Jiopc  that  they  might  throw  oS^  a  foreign  yoke. 
The  ftipulation,  which  deprived,  them  of  all  the 
comforts  of  life,  to  which  they  were  accuftomed, 
determined  them  to  haften  the  revolution. 

The  boldeft  of  them  united  in  1645,  ^^  tekc^. 
their  revenge :    their  defign  was,  to  maffacre  all 
the  Dutch  who  had  any  ftiare  in  the  government, 
at  an  entertainment  in  the  midft  of  the  capital  of 
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*  ^x^  ^  Fernambircca,  tod  thtn  to  attack  the  people, 
who,  fufpefting  no  danger,  would  be  unprepared. 
The  plot  was  difcovered,  but  the  confpirators  had 
time  to  get  out  of  the  town,  and  retire  to  a  place 
6f  fafety.  ' 

Their  chief  was  a  I^brtugueze  of  obfcurfe  birth^ 
named  Juan  Fernandez  de  Viera.  From  a  com- 
mon fervant  he  had  rifert  tb  be  an  agent,  and  af- 
terwards a  merchant.  His  abilities  had  eiiabled 
him  to  acquire  a  large  fortune;  his  probity  had 
gained  him  univerfal  confidence  f  and  his  genero- 
fity  had  made  him  an  infinite  number  of  friends, 
who  were  inviolably  attached  to  his  intereft,.  He 
was  not  difcouraged  by  the  difappointment  he  had 
juft  met  with  f  but  he  ventured,  without  the  con- 
fent  or  fupport  of  government,  to  commence  ho- 
itilitics. 

His  name,  his  virtues,  and  hisprojefts,  affem- 
bled  the  Brazilians,  the  Portugueze  foldiers,  *nd 
even  the  colonifts  about  him.  He  infpired  them 
with  his  confidence,  his  aftivity,  and  his  courage. 
They  attended  him  in  battle,  crowded  about  his 
pcrfon,  and  were  determined  to  conquer  or  to 
die  with  him.  He  fritrmphed,  but  did  not 
allow  himfelf  to  flumber  over  his  victories,  or 
give  the  enemy  time  to  recover.  Some  checks 
]he  met  with  in  the  courfe  of  his  fuccefi«,  only 
ferved  to  difplay  the  firrlnnefs  of  his  foul,  the  ex^ 
tent  of  his  genius,  and  the  elevation  of  his  mind. 
He  afiumcd  a  threatening  afpcdt  even  after  a 
misfortune,  and  appeared  ftill  more  fornfiidable 
by  his  pcrfcverance  than  by  his  intrepidity.  He 
ipread  fuch  terror  among  his  enemies,  that  thcf 
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4«fe4  HQ  iQjigcr  kf^p  the.  field.    At  this  period-  ^  ^x?  ^ 
Qf  hU  gipfy*  ViQc^  rec^ivecj  orders  npt  to  pro-? 

&Nqfi  tM  Ifyce,  ^he  Dutch  h^  |pi?e(J  upo^k 
ftrnic  pl*c^  m  AfrU-^  and  Afia^  wbi^h  thqy  qlj^ 
fttnateiy  f cfufed  to  reftore^  Th^  ^oyr^  9f .  l-ifbon^ 
intMii  up^n  ingttcr§  of  gTQM^r  impqT£3i>pe,  hj^cl 
»oi  been  able  to  do  (hf  np^felye^  j^^ce  |  hut  their 
prcfent  iq^^bUity  had  not  ieffcftcd  thf  jr  refei^tment,. 
la  this  difpofitioBj  thi^y  had  rejoiced  to  fee  the 
r^pvbU?  *ftacke4  ia  Br^^zjl  ^  w4  h^d  even  clan- 
4£;Itine}y  ep^ouraged  thfie  who  h^d  begqn  the 
h^ftilUies-  As  they  CQn(lafitly  difftvowed  thefet 
pr^eed^ng%  ;^4  declared>  both  in  Europe  $nd 
Ameri^i  that  they  would  one  day  puniOi  the 
authors  of  the  difturb^nces,  the  Company  ima-* 
gin^d  they  would  foon  fubfide  i  but  their  avaricCji 
which  hsi(\  been  too  Ioe^^  ,^mufed  with  falie  and 
frivolous,  prpteftations,  was  at  length  roufed% 
John  IVf  being  inforn>ed  that^ confide rable  arnna- 
ments  were  preparing  in  )rioll4nd>  a"nd  fearing  to 
be  draw'n  into  a  war  which  he  wilhed  to  avoid| 
exerted  hifinitlf  in  earneil  to  puj;  an  ej\d  to  thcj 
hoftilities  in  the  Bra^ila, 

ViBRA,  who  liad  HQ  refource  for  the  completion 
of  his  deHgnsy  but  in  his  fortune^  hi^  intereft, 
and  his  ^bilities^  did  not  eyen  deliberate  whether 
he  ftiould  obey.  '^  Jf  the  king/*  fjlid  he,  "  were 
«*  but  ipformed  of  our  zeal  and  our  fuccefs,  and 
*'  acquainted  with  his  own  intereft*  far  from  dif*- 
"  arpiing  us,  he  would  encourage  us  to  purfue 
'«  our  undertaking,  and  woCild  fupport  us  with  all 
5«  hi$  power,"    Th^n,  left  the  ardor  of  his  com* 
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panions  fhauld  abate,  he  determined  to  haften  his 
operations  $  and  they  continued  to  he  crooned 
iivith  fuch  fuccefs^  xhat  with  the  affiftance  of  Ba* 
rettOj  Vidalj  and  fomc  other  Fortugueze^  v9ho 
were  able  and  willing  to  ferve  their  country,  he 
completed  the  ruin  of  the  Dutch.  The  few  of 
tfaefe  republicans  who  efcaped  the  fword  and  fa<^ 
mine,  evacuated  Brazil,  in  confequence  of  a  capi* 
{tulacion  figned  the  28th  of  January  1654. 

What  changes  are  produced  in  the  opinions 
of  men !  Thcfc  events  feem  no  more  to  us,  and 
arcj  in  fa6lj  no  nriore  than  the  confequences  of 
fonie  political,  moral,  or  natural  caufes}  and  the 
orator  Vieira  appears  no  more  to  us  than  an  ele* 
gant  ehchQliaA^.  But  let  us  carry  our  imagina- 
iions  back  to  the  times  of  the  Hebrews,  when 
they  had  feminaries  of  infpircd  men  j  to  thofc  of 
the  Greeks,  when  people  reforted  to  Delphos 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  5  to  thofc  of  the  Ro- 
mans, who  never  dared  to  undertake  any  confi- 
derablc  entcrprize,  without  haying  prcvioufly 
Confulted  the  entrails  of  the  vidims,  and  the 
facred  fowls ;  and  to  the  times  of  our  anceftors, 
at  the  period  of  the  crufades:  let  us  imagine  a 
prophet,  a  witch,  an  augur,  or  a  St.  Bernard,  in 
the  room  of  Vieira,  and  the  revolution  in  the 
Brazils  will  inftantly  appear  rriiraculous  s  it  will 
appear  as  if  God,  moved  by  the  facred  boldnefs 
of  an  extraordinary  pcrfon,  had Tent  an  avenger  to 
the  opprelTed  nation'. 

The  peace,  concluded  three  months  after  be- 
tween England  and  the  United  Provinces,  feemed 
to  put  the  latter  in  a  condition  to  recover  ^  valu- 
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aWe  poffcffion,  which  they  had  loft  by  an  ill- 
judged  jiarfimony,  and  by  an  unfortunate  con- 
currence of  circumftanccs^  but  both  the  republic 
and  the  company  fruftrated  the  general  expefta- 
fioni  and  the  treaty,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
^ivifions  between  the  two  powers  in  1661,  fc- 
cured  to  Portugal  the  fole  pofleffion  of  all  the 
Brazils,  in  confideration  6(  eight  millions  of 
livrcs  *,  which  that  crown  engaged  to  pay  to  the 
United  Provinces,  either  in  money  or  goods. 

Thus  did  the  Dutch  part  with  a  conqueft  that 
might  have  become  the  richcft  of  all  the  Euro- 
pean colonies,  and  would  have  grven  the  republic 
a  degree  of  importance  it  could  never  acquire 
from  it*s  own  territory.  Bur,  in  order  to  keep  it, 
chc  goycrnment  ought  to  have  undertaken  the 
adminiftration  and  defence  of  it ;  and  to  make  it  , 

profper,    it  Ihould   have  enjoyed    full  liberty* 
With  thcfc  precautiQns,  Brazil  would  have  been 
prefervcd,  and  would  have  enriched  the  nation, 
in(tead  of  ruining  the  company.     Unfortunately, 
it  was  not  yet  fcnow*n  that  the  only  way  to  make 
lands  ufcful  in  America  was  to  clear  them,  and 
that  this  could  not  be  done  with  fucccfs,  unlefs 
a  free  trade  were  opened  to  all  the  inhabitants 
Vnder  the  protection  of  government, 
.    No  fooncr  were  the  Porxugucze  entirely  fr:eed,  Situamn  of 
by  a  firm  tfeaty,  from  an  enemy  by  whom  they  ^JzJTtl^ 
had  been  fo  often  conquered,  and  fo  often  hum-  ter"hey  vi 
bled,  than  they  applied  themfelves  to  givefomc  '^^f^^^^^^ 
(liability  to  their  pofleffion,   and  tp  increafe  it'§ 
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P  Py^  ^  riches.  Unfortunately,  fomc  of  the  ftcps  takcq 
in  order  to  pron^ot;?  and  infurc  profpcrity,  bore 
the  marks  of  ignorance  and  preju4icc}  t^ut  th^y 
^ere  flill  much  fiiperior  to  any  thing  that  ha4 
been  pradlifed  before  this  memorable  ^fa^ 

WHiiiE  the  court  of  Liflbon  waa  cngiiged  in 
regulating  *the  interior  concerns  of  ^he  cOlony» 
jr^me  of  the  qioft  aftive  fubjeds  of  Portugal  wcr<j 
jievifmg  the  means  of  extending  at.  They  ad- 
vanced to  the  fputh  towards  the  river  of  Plat^ 
fnd  to  the  north  as  far  as  that  of  the  ^mazons. 
Ifh?  Spaniard?  fcemcd  to  be  in  po0jpQlQn  of  botli 
thefe  rivers.  The  Portugqeze  were  determined  to 
^riye  theni  away,  or  to  ihare  the  navigation  witH 
thpmf 

The  river  of  the  Amazons,  fo  famous  for  tht 
length  of  it's  courfe  j  that  great  vaffal  of  the  fea, 
t0  which  it  brings  the  tribute  it  hath  receivecl 
from  fo  many  of  it's  own  vaflals,  fecms  to  be 
produced  by  innumerable  torrents  that  rufti  down 
from  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Andes,  and  unite  ^na 
fpacious  plain,  to  form  that  immcnfc  river.  Yet 
the  common  opinion  is,  that  it  con>es  from  the 
lake  Lauricocha,  as  from  a  refcrvoir  of  the  Cor- 
(ielcras  fituated  in  the  diftrift  of  Guanuco,  thirty 
leagues  diftant  from  Lima,  about  the  nth  de-» 
gree  of  fouth  latitude.  In  it's  progrcfs  of  a 
thoufand  or  eleven  hundred  leagues^  it  receives 
the  waters  of  a  prodigious  number  of  rivers,  fomc 
of  which  come  from  far,  and  are  very  brbad  and 
deep.  It  is  interfperfed  with  an  infinite  number 
of  iflands,  that  arc  too  ofcen  overflowed  to  admi^ 
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pf  cultiirip.    It  f^Us  intJQ  the  pecan  under  th^  |inc,  *  ^^^  * 
^pd  i?  there  fifty  leagues  brQ^dt         - 

The  moflih  pf  t\kk  ?i¥f  r  was  firft  difcov<5re4  m 

pf  Colnmbv.fo/^  \t'f  fixm^.  U  thought  i.p  h^Kc 

b?e^  found  €i\rt  by  Gw?^}^  PiMrfft  io  i|38f  Hi# 
li«ifWgnt  Preli^n^  cna^xafH^  W  this  riv^r,  «a4 
JHiiled  frqm  o^e  end  yoj  tiu^  othf  r  Qf  i^  :  He  w^s 
pj?ligcd  to  light  hi?  w^y  »iaag,  fnd  w  ffig^gft 
yrith  nisapy.  1  nftli Wfc  Who  pbftfvfted  b^  ft#vii- 
gwion  with  thcfr  qifioes,  and  poowjd  Ihowcrs^f 
^trows  upQH  ^pi  ffem  tivQ  Jh?^*r  5?  W#s  Cffi. 
thinly  ajt  t^is  pinfi  th»  th^  fighl  of  fav^gca  w«hr 
put  bfapds>  ^5  ?re  fU  the  American  tifttiQo^ 
ftrqck  the  iiyfly  imfgiB*tH>flS  ^f  the  Spanwdi^ 
^nd  fugg<%d  thf  id?*  of  ^n  yn^y  ^f  frndilci  w^r 
nors;  this  na»fl:  havf  ifldMOed.llhet  CQWawding 
pfiic^r  t9  4?ha^f  die  n%«w  of  ithat  rivor,  vhick 
was  jhefl  c^IJed  tihe  MvAgnw,  md  ^  eid.l  it  thr 
river  of  ^e  J^m^^n^  j  ^iQh  'jianie  i?  f cttins  ec| 
fbisdajr, 

It  might  tpfiear  a  n^atter  of  aftankbmmn^  that 
(he  difcQvcry  of  America  had  net  fuggeftedany 
miraculous  flpries  to  the  imagination  of  the  Spsir 
niardsi  of  a  people  whq  indeed  n^ver  p^lTf^ed 
the  delicacy  of  taflfc,  the  fenfibility  l}pr  the  grapef 
that  were  ^Hottfd  to  %h^  Qre&k^i  bvit  whQS9  n{^^ 
ture  had  indemniBed  for  th^  v^ant  of  tbefe  qu%iiT 
ti^Si  by  giving  theoi  ^  hayg^tii^efs  of  ^hilF^&er^ 
an  eteyation  pf  foul^  and  an  imagination  gs  (t^r 
tile3  and  more  ardent^  th^  (he  had  bf^oved  oq 

^ny  ojther  natiopm 
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The  Greeks  never  travelled^  cither  in  or  beyond 
the  precinftsof  their  narrow  territory,  without  meet- 
ing with  fomcthing  marvellous*  On  the  fummit  of 
the  Pindus  they  faw  Apollo,  furrounded  with  the 
Nine  Mufes.  Thev  heard  the  caverns  of  Lemnos 
refbund  with  the  hammers  of  the  Cyclops.  They 
faftened  Prometheus  to  the  top  of  the  Caucafus. 
They  crufhed  the  giants  under  a  weight  of 
mountains.  If  JEtna  roared,  and  vomited  tor- 
rents of  flame,  this  was  afcribed  to  the  labours  of 
Typhoeus.  The  plains  and  forefts  of  the  Greeks 
were  peopled  with  fatyrs  and  faups,  at  whofe 
dances,  there  was  not  one  of  their  poets  who  had 
not  affifted;  while  an  entirely  new  fyftem  of 
nature  did  not  excite  any  new  idea  in  the  minds 
of  the  Spaniards,  They  were  neither  afledted  with 
the  variety  of  the  plants  and  animals,  nor  with 
the  pifturefque  manners  of  a  race  of  men  *tiH 
that  time  unknow'n.  What  then  could  engage 
their  attention?  daughter,  carnage,  and  plun- 
der. The  fearch  for  gold,  which  kept  them 
bent  towards  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  reduced 
them  to  the  pofture,  and  to  the  ftupidity  of 
brutes* 

As  early  as  the  times  of  Hercules  and  Thefeus, 
the  Greeks  had  imagined  the  exiftence  of  a  nation 
of  Amazons.  With  this  fable  they  embellifhed 
the  hiftory  of  all  their  heroes,  not  excepting  that 
of  Alexander;  and  the  Spaniards,  infatuated  with 
this  dream  of  antiquity,  transferred  it  to  the 
New  World.  We  can  fcarce  find  a  more  pro- 
})able  origin  of  the  opinion  they  eilabliihed  both 
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in  Europe  and  America,  of  a  republic  of  female  ■  ^_^  ^ 
warriors  aftually  cxiftingi  who  did  not  live  in 
fociety  with  men,  and  only  admitted  them  once 
a  year,  for  the  purpofes  of  procreation.  To  give 
the  more  credit  to  this  romantic  ftory,  it  was  re* 
ported,  not  without  reafon,  that  the  women  m 
America  were  all  fo  unhappy,  and  were  treated 
with  fuch  contempt  and  inhumanity,  that  manjf^ 
of  them  had  agreed  to  (hake  off  the  yoke  of  their 
tjrrants.  It  was  further  faid,  that  being  accuf- 
tamed  to  follow  the  men  into  the  forefts,  and  to 
carry  their  provifions  and  baggage  when  they 
went  out  to  fight  or  to  hunt,  they  muft  neceflaritjr 
have  been  inured  to  hard(hips,  and  rendered  ca* 
pable  of  forming  fo  bold  a  refolution. 

But  it  is  abfurd  to  imagine  that  women,  who« 
had  fo  fixed  an  averfion  for  men,  would  ever  con- 
ibnt  to  become  mothers ;  nor  is  it  likely  that  the 
men  would  go  in  queft  of  their  wives,  when  they 
had  made  their  lives  infupportable  at  home,  and 
always  turned  them  away  as  foon  as  they  had  no 
more  occafion  for  them.  Much  lefs  can  it  be 
fuppofed  that  the  fcfcer  and  more  compaffionatc 
fex  would  expofc  or  ftrangle  their  own  children 
becaufe  they  were  boys ;  and  coqlly  and  delibe- 
rately agree  to  commit  fuch  enormities  as  none 
would  be  guilty  of,  but  a  few  individuals  urged 
by  rage  and  defpair.  Neither  could  an  arifto- 
cratical  or  democratical  republic,  which  it  re- 
quires abilities  to  govern,  be  ruled  by  a  fcnate  of 
worpen  5  though  a  monarchical  or  defpotic  ftate^ 
in  which  it  is  only  ncceflary  to  command,  hath 
J)een,  ^nd  m^y  ftijl  be,  fwayed.by  ^  female. 

Let 
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L*T  u^  CQnfidep  the  we»kn«ft  Qf  orgwmtioa 
iQ>vQmens  thdr  almoft  conftanc  Yalecpdinartw 
ftat^)  their  natural  pufilUniroUyj  the  feverity  ^f 
the  labqurs  required  in  a  focial  ftatej  ia  timfa 
of  pfucc  or  W4ri  tihfiF  abhorrence  of  bloods 
their  fear  of  <}angerai  and  let  w  ihien  eivleavwr 
tp  j^cQpcile  «iU  ^befe  circumft^pee^  with  the  pof^ 
iibility  of  a  female  republic. 

Ir  fome  ftrange  prejudices  have  been  able  to 
form  fociettes  of  bo(h  fexes  amongfl:  us,  who  litt 
feparate>  notwiehftaading  that  natural  actradioa 
which  was  intended  to  unite  them^  it  is  not  con- 
iiflient  with  the  nature  of  things^  that  chance 
ihould  have  produced  a  nation  o(  men  without 
women,  and  ftill  left  a  natio*  of  women  without 
nfieq.  Certain  it  is^  that  fince  this  political  cqn- 
Hitution  hath  been  talked  of>  inBnite  pains  havei 
been  t^ken  tp  find  it  out,  bw  no  traces  pf  it 
eould  ever  be  difcovfred.  This  fiogular  prodigy* 
therefore,  will  be  like  many  odiers,  which  are 
always  fuppofed  to  exift,  though  we  know  no( 
where. 

Whatever  may  be  the  cafe  with  regard  to 
this  circumftance  of  the  Amazons,  the  voyage  of 
Qrellana  excited  more  curiofity  than  it  procured 
information.  An  opportunity  of  fi^tisfying  i%  did 
not  occur  for  fome  time,  on  account  of  the  civil 
wars  that  difturbed  Peru  ;  but  when  tranquillity 
was  reftored,  Pedro  d*Orfua,  a  gentleman  of  Na-* 
varre,'  diftinguiflied  by  his  wifdom  and  courage, 
offered  the  viceroy,  in  1 560,  to  rcfume  that  na- 
viscation.  He  fee  out  from  Cufco  with  fcven 
hundred  men.     Thefe  fanguinary  people,  inve* 
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terate  enemies  to  all  v^orthy  ptrfohs,  mAflkcred  *  ^^^  * 
their  chief>  who  Was  a  man  df  good  mdfaldy  kfid  ^^-— v- — ^ 
Attached  to  order  and  regulAflty.  They  ftt  Op 
iit  thelf  head,  With  the  title  of  King)  a  native  of 
Bifcay,  of  a  ferocious  difpofition,  whofe  Mmt 
was  Lopez  d'Aguirrej  and  who  promifcd  them  4ll 
the  treafdres  of  the  New  World. 

Int6xicat£d  with  fuch  flattering  hopes,  chefe 
barbarian*  failed  down  the  ri/er  Amazon  into  the 
ocean,  and  landing  at  Trinidad,  mufdered  the  go- 
vernor, and  plundered  the  ifland.  The  coafts  of  . 
Cumana,  Caraccas,  and  St.  Martha  we^e  ftill  more 
feverely  treated,  becaufe  they  were  richer  They 
then  penetrated  into  New  Granada,  and  were  ad- 
vancing to  Quito  and  into  the  interior  part  of 
Peru,  where  ^very  thing  was  to  be  deftfbycd  bf 
fire  and  fword.  A  body  of  troops,  hallily  aUetrt^ 
bled,  attacked  thefe  defperate  rn^n,  btat  and 
difperfed  them*  D'Aguirre,  feeing  no  way  to 
cfcape,  marked  his.defpair  by  an  atrocious  ad. 
**  My  child,"  fatd  he,  to  his  only  daughter,  wh(» 
attended  him  in  his  e^xpeditions,  •*  I  thought  to 
**  have  placed  thee  upon  a  throne,  but  the  event 
**  hath  not  anfwered  my  expe(5lation.  My  ho-* 
"  nour  and  thine  own  will  not  permit  thee  to 
*'  live,  and  to  be  i  Have  to  our  enemies  $  die^ 
"  therefore,  by  a  father**  hand/*  Saying  this, 
he  inftantly  fhot  her  through  the  body,  and  thea 
put  an  end  to  her  lifcy  by  plunging  a  dagger 
into  her  heart.  After  this  unnatural  aft,  hia 
ftrength  failed,  and  he  was  taken  priibner,  draw'n 
and  quartered, 

4       '  '   Aftia 
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^^x!^  Arrtft  thcfc  unfortunate  eventsi  the  river  of 
the  Amazons  was  entirely  negleded^  afid  was  to* 
tally  forgotten  for  half  a  centuryi  Some  attempts 
Were  afterwards  made  to  refume  the  difeovery  of 
it,  but  they  were  ill*  eon certed  and  no  better  exe^ 
eu0ed.  The  honour  of  conquering  thefe  diiiicul-* 
ttes^  and  of  acquiring  a  ufeful  knowlege  of  that 
great  rivcr^  was  referved  to  the  Portugueze^ 

That  nation,  which  ftill  retained  fome  remains 
of  her  former  vigour^  had>  fome  years  before, 
built  a  town  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  which 
was  called  Belem.  Fedro  T^xeira  failed  from  this 
place  in  1638,  and  with  a  great  number  of  canoes, 
full  of  Indians  and  Portugueze,  went  up  the  river 
of  the  Amazons,  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Napo, 
and  then  up  the  Napo,  which  brought  him  almoft 
to  QuitOj  where  he  arrived  by  land.  Notwith^ 
ftanding  the  enmity  fubfifting  between  the  Spa-^ 
niards  and  Portugueze,  though  fubjeds  of  the  fame 
snafterj  Texeira  was  received  with  that  regard, 
efteem,  and  confidence,  which  were  due  to  a  man 
who  was  doing  a  (ignal  fervice.  He  returned  in 
company  with  d^Acughna  and  d'Artieda,  two 
learned  Jcfuits,  who  were  commiffioned  to  verify 
his  obfervations,  and  to  make  others.  An  accu^ 
rate  account  of  thcfc  two  fuccefsful  voyages  was 
fcnt  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  where  it  gave  rife  to 
a  very  extraordinary  projcft. 

The  communication  between  the  Spanifh  co-* 
Ionics  had  long  been  found  very  difficult.  Some 
pirates,  who  were  at  enmity  with  them,  infcfted 
the  North  and  South  feas,  and  intercepted  their 
navigation.    Even  thofe  of  tb^ir  Ihips  which  had 
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got  to  thfi  Havannahj  and  joined  others^  were  not 
pcrfcftly  fafc.  The  galleons  were  frequently  at- 
tacked and  taken  by  whole  fquadrons,  and  always 
purfued  by  privateers^  who  feidom  failed  to  c»rry 
off  the  ftraggling  veffels  that  were  parted  frona 
the  convoy,  either  by  ftormy  weather,  or  by  failing 
more  (lowly  than  the  reft.  The  Amazon  river 
feeitied  as  if  it  would  obviate  all  chefe  difficulties. 
It  was  thought  poflible,  and  even  an  eafy  matter^ 
to  convey  thither  the  treafures  of  New  Granada, 
Popayan,  Quito,  Peru,  and  Chili  itfelf,  by  navi- 
gable rivers,  or  at  a  fmall  expence  by  land.  It  was 
thought  that  coming  down  the  river,  they  would 
find  the  galleons  ready  in  the  harbour  of  Para,  to 
receive  them.  The  fleet  from  Brazil  would  then 
have  joined,  and  confequently  ftrengthened  the 
fleet  from  Spain.  They  would,  then  have  failed 
with  great  fecurity  in  latitudes  little  know'n  and 
little  frequented,  and  would  have  arrived  in  Eu» 
rope  at  leaft  with  a  formidable  appearance;  or 
might  really  have  been  in  a  condition  to  furmount 
any  obftacles  they  might  have  met  with.  The  rer 
volution  which  placed  the  Duke  of  Braganza  on 
the  throne,  put  an  end  to  thefe  important  projeds. 
Each  of  the  two  nations  was  then  only  intent  upon 
fecurihg  to  itfelf  that  part  of  the  river  which  beft 
fuited  it's  own  fituation. 

The  Spanifli  Jefuits  undertook  to  fct  up  a  mif- 
fion  in  ,thc  country  lying  between  the  banks  of  the 
Amazon  and  of  the  Napo,  as  far  as  to  the  conflux 
©f  both  thefe  rivers.  Every  miffionary,  attended 
only  by  one  man,  took  with  him  hatchets,  knives, 
needles,  and  all  kinds  of  iron  tools,  and  pcne-  ^ 
tratcd  into  the  thickeft  of  the  for'cfts.  There  they 
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fpttit  whole  months  in  climbihg  u|)  the  tr^ss  td 
ftc  if  they  could  difcovcr  fome  hut^  perceive  any 
fmokcy  or  hear  the  found  of  any  drum  or  fife. 
"When  they  were  affured  that  fonnc  fa^ages  i^ere  in 
the  neighbourhood,  they  advanced  towards  them. 
Moft  of  thenn  fled,  efpecially  if  they  were  at  war. 
Thofe  whom  the  miflionaries  could  come  within 
reach  of,  were  eafily  bribed  by  fuch  prcfcnts  as 
•their  ighorance  made  them  fct  a  value  upon;  This 
was  all  the  eloquence  they  had  in  their  power,  or 
all  they  had  any  occafion  to  employ.        ,) 

When  they  had  aflembled  a  few  families,  they 
led  them  to  the  place  they  had  fixed  upon  to  form 
a  village.  The  favages  were  not  eafily  prevailed 
l3pon  to  take  up  their  abode  there.  As  they  were 
\jfed  to  rove  about,  they  found  it  an  unfupport- 
able  hardfliip  to  remain  always  in  the  fame  place. 
The  ftate  of  independence  in  which  they  had 
lived,  they  thought  preferable  to  the  focial  life 
that  was  recommended  to  them  i  aiid  their  uncon* 
i^uerable  aveffion  for  labour,  induced  them  conti- 
nually to  return  to  the  forefts,  where  they  had 
pafled  their  lives  in  idlcnefs.  Even  thofe  who 
were  reftrained  by  the  authority  or  the  paternal 
kindnefs  of  their  legiflator,  feldom  failed  to  dif- 
perfe  in  his  abfencej  thotrgh  ever  fo  ihort.  But 
his  death  at  laft  occafioned  a  total  fiibveffion  of 
the  fettlemcnr* 

It  is  impoffible  that  any  reader  who  rcfieds,- 
fliould  not  be  defirous  of  knowing  what  ftrange 
infatuation  can  induce  an  iridividual,  who  enjoys 
all  the  conveniertces  of  life  in  his  own  country, 
to  undertake  the  laborious  and  unfortuinate  func- 
tion 
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tion  of  a  rniflionary  j  to  quit  his  fellow  citizens,  ^  ^^^9  ^ 
his  friends,  and  his  relations ;  to  crofs  the  fea,  in 
order  to  bury  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  forefts  j  to 
cxpoic  himfelf  to  all  the  horrors  of  the  mod  ex- 
treme mifcry  j  to  run  the  rifque,  at  every  ftcp, 
either  of  being  devoured  by  wild  beafts,  or  maf- 
facrcd  by  favages ;  to  fettle  in  the  midft  of  them ; 
to  conform  himfelf  to  their  manners,  to  Iharc 
their  indigence  and  their  fatigues;  to  be  ex- 
pofcd  t^  their  paflions,  or  caprices,  for  at  leaft  as 
long  a  timre  as  is  required  to  learn  their  language, 
and  t^  make  himfelf  underftood  by  them  ? 

If  this  conduct:  be  afcr ibed  to  the  enthufiafm 
of  religion,  what  more  powerful  moti7c  can'  be 
imagined?   If  to  refpeft  for  the  vows  of  obe- 
ilicrnce  taken  to  fuperiors,  who  have  a  right  to  or- 
der them  to  go  any  where,  and  who  cannot  be 
afked  the  reafon  for  thofe  orders,  without  com- 
mitting the  crime  of  perjury  and  apoftacy,  what 
good,  or  what  evil,  is  it  not  in  the  power  of  hy- 
pocritical or  ambitious  matters  to  do,  who  com- 
mand fo   abfolutely,   and  who  are  fo  fervilely 
obeyed  ?     If  it  be  the  efFed  of  a  deep  fenfc  of 
compafficn  for  a  part  of  the  human  fpecics,  whom 
it  is  intended  to  refcuc  from  a  ftate  of  ignorance, 
ftupidity,  and  mifery,  what  virtue  can  be  more 
heroic  ?  With  refpeft  to  the  conftancy  with  which 
tbefe  extraordinary  men  perfeverc  irf  fo  difguftful 
an  undertaking;    I  fhould  have  imagined,  that 
by  living  fo  long  among  the  favages,  they  would 
have  become  favages  themfelves :  but  I  (hould 
have   been   deceived  in  this  conje<5);ure.     It  is, 
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*  ?x^  ^  ^^  ^^^  contrary,  one  of  the  moft  laudable  of  hu- 
man vanities  that  fupports  them  in  their  career, 

"  My  friend/'  faid  once  to  nne  an  old  miffion- 
ary,  who  had  lived  thirty  years  in  the  midft  of 
the  forefts,  and  who,  fince  he  had  returned  into 
his  own  country,  had  fallen  into  a  profouqd  me- 
lancholy, and  was  for  ever  regretting  his  beloved 
favages  -,  "  My  friend  (faid  he),  you  know  not 
*'  what  it  is  to  be  the  king,  almoft  even  the  God, 
**  of  a  number  of  men,  who  owe  to  you  the  fmall 
•*  portion  of  happinefs  they  enjoy ;  and  who  arc 
'*  ever  affiduous  in  affuring  you  of  their  gratitude. 
**  After  they  have  been  ranging  through  immenfe 
**  forefts^  they  return,  overcome  with  fatigue  and 
"  inanition  -,  if  they  have  only  killed  one  piece  of 
"  game,  for  whom  do  you  fuppofe  it  to  be  in- 
**  tended  ?  It  is  for  the  Father  i  for  it  is  thus 
they  call  us :  and  indeed  they  are  really  our 
children.  Their  diffentions  are  fufpended  at 
**  our  appearance.  A  fovereign  does  not  reft 
*^  in  greater  fafety  in  the  midft  of  his  guards, 
*'  than  we  do  furroundcd  by  our  favages.  It  is 
"  among  them  that  I  will  go  and  end  my  days." 

With  this  perfevering  fpirit,  the  Jefuit?  had 
conquered,  upon  the  Amazon,  obftaclcs  appa- 
rently invincible.  Their  miffion,  which  began 
in  1637,  confifted,  in  1766,  of  ten  thoufand  in- 
habitants, who  were  diftributed  in  thirty-fix  ^vil- 
lages, twelve  of  which  were  fituated  along  the 
Napo,  and  twenty-four  on  the  banks  of  the  Ama- 
zon. They  were  from  two,  to  ten,  fifteen,  or 
fometimes  twenty  days  journey  diftant  from  one 

another. 
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another.  In  moft  of  the  villages  lived  people  *  ^j^  '^ 
belonging  to  feveral  nations,  who  were  all  ob- 
ftinately  attached  to  their  cuftoms,  and  to  their 
manners,  and  could  never  be  brought  to  confider 
themfelves  as  member^  of  the  fame  community* 
The  efforts  that  were  made  to  extend  this  fettle- 
ment  were  not,  nor  could  they  be  fuccefsfuL 

The  women  of  this  part  of  America  are  not 
fruitful,  and  their  barrennefs  increafes,  when  they 
remove  from  one  place  to  another.  The  men  are 
of  a  feeble  habit,  and  the  cuftom  they  have  of 
bathing  conftantly,  by  no  means  contributes  to  in- 
creafe  their  ftrength.  The  climate  is  not  healthy, 
and  contagious  diftempcrs  are  frequent.  It  hath 
never  been  poffible,  and  probably  never  will  be,  to 
infpirc  the  favages  with  an  inclination^  for  agricul- 
ture. Their  chief  delight  is  in  fifhing  and  hunt- 
ing, amufements  which  are  by  no  means  favour- 
able to  the  increafe  of  population.  In  a  country 
which  is  almoft  all  under  water,  there  are  few 
convenient  fituations  to  form  a  fettlement  upon^ 
Moft  of  them  are  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from 
each  other,  that  they  cannot  poffibly  furnifh  any 
mutual  affiftance.  The  nations  which  one  might 
endeavour  to  incorporate  are  alfo  too  far  fepa- 
rated  ;  moft  of  them  are  intrenched  in  inacceffible 
places,  and  are  fo  inconfiderabl'e,  that  they  often 
confift  only  of  five  or  (ix  families. 

Of  all  the  Indians  the  Jefuits  had  colkdted,  and 
whom  they  governed,  none  were  fo  lifelefs  or  fo 
incapable  of  being  animated  as  thefe*  Every  mif- 
fionary  was  obliged  to  put  himfclf  at  their  head, 
in  order  to  make  them  pick  up  the  cocoa,  vanilla, 
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■  ^x?  ^  ^"^  farfapariUa,  that  nature  plentifully  offers  themj, 
and  which  are  ient  every  year  to  Quito>  three  hun* 
dred  leagues  oB^  that  they  may  be  bartered  for. 
articles  of  primary  neceflity.  Their  whole  pro- 
perty confifts  of  a;hutj  open  on  all  fides,  made  of 
a  few  ofiers^  and  covered  on  the  top  with  palm- 
leaves,  a  few  implertients  of  hufbandry,  a  lance^ 
bows  and  arrows  for  hunting,  fi(hing*tackle,  a 
tent,  a  hammock,  and  a  canoe.  It  hath  not  be'en 
Mflible  to  infpire  them  with  defires  beyond  thefe. 
They  are  fo  well  fatisfied  with  what  they  poflefs> 
that  they  wilh  for  nothing  more ;.  they  live  uncon-^ 
cerncd,  and  die  without  fear.  They  may  be  faid 
to  be  happy,  if  happinefs  conljO:  more  in  an 
exemption  from  the  uneafy  fenfation  that  ac^ 
tends  want,  than  in  the  multiplicity  of  enjoy- 
ments that  our  wants  require. 

This  infant  (late,  the  offspring  of  religion  alone^ 
hath  been  hitherto  of  no  fervice  to  Spain,  and  ic 
can  hardly  be  expcfted  it  ever  fliould.  However 
the  government  of  Maynas,  with  it's  capital 
Borja,  have  been  formed  there.  The  deftroyers  of 
America  have  never  thought  of  eftablifhing  any 
fettlement  in  a  country  where  there  are  no  mines, 
nor  any  of  tbofe  rich  commodities  which  fo 
powerfully  allured  their  covetoufnefs ;  but  thia 
country  hath  fbmetimes  attradled  the  neighbour- 
ing favages. 

While  fome  mifllonaries  were  eftablifhing  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  Madrid  on  the  banks  of 
the  Amazon^  others  were  doing  the  fame  fervice 
to  the  court  of  Lifbon,  Six  or  feven  days  jour*-' 
ney  below  the  fetttlements  of  St.  Ignacio  dc  Pe- 
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vas,  the  laft  under  the  jurifdiclion  of  Spain>  is  Su  ■  ^^^  * 
Paul)  the  firft  df  the  numerous  villages  formed 
by  the  Portuguese^  at  a  very  great  diftance  from 
each  other,  on  the  banks  of  the  largefl:  river, 
and  on  thofe  of  the  fmall  ones  that  fall  into  it. 

If  the  Maynas  were  at  liberty  to  form  connec* 
tions  with  thefe  neighbours,  they  might  acquire 
by  this  intercourfe  fome  conveniencies  that  they 
cannot  be  fupplied  with  from  Quito,  being  fc- 
parated  from  that  place  by  the  Cordclerai,  which^ 
cut  off"  the  communication  more  effedually  than 
immenfe  feas  would  do.  This  indulgence  of  go« 
vcrnment  might  perhaps  be  pro(Ju(5live  of  confi*- 
derable  advantages ;  and,  poflibly,  both  Spain  and 
Portugal,  though  rival  powers,  might  be  fenfible 
that  it  would  be  for  their  mutual  intereft  to  extend 
it.  It  is  well  know'n  that  the  province  of  Quito 
is  poor,  for  want  of  an  opportunity  of  difpoling 
of  the  overplus  of  thofe  very  commodities  that 
are  not  to  be  had  at  Para.  The  two  provinces 
mutually  aififtingeach  other  by  means  of  the  Napo 
and  of  the  Amazon,  would  rife  to  a  degree  oif 
profpcrity  they  could  never  attain  without  this  in* 
tercourfe.  The  mother-countries  would  in  time 
reap  great  advantages  from  it,  and  it  could  never 
be  prejudicial  to  them,  becaufe  Quito  can  never 
purchafc  what  is  fent  from  Europe  to  America, 
and  Para  confumes  nothing  but  what  Lilbon  ob- 
tains from  foreign  countries.  But  national  anti- 
pathies, ^and  the  jealoufies  of  crowned  heads, 
are  attended  with  the  fame  efFefts  as  the  paffions 
and  prejudices  of  men  in  private  life.  One  un* 
fortunate  incident  is  fufficient  to  divide  families 
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and  nations  for  ever,  whofc  grcatcft  intcrcft  it  is 
to  love  and  affift  one  another,  and  to  promote  the 
general  good.  The  fpirit  of  hatred  and  revenge 
will  rather  induce  men  to  fubmit  to  fuffer  than  not 
be  gratified.  Thofe  paflions  are  conftantly  kept 
up  by  the  mutual  injuries  and  the  eflfufion  of  blood 
they  occafion.  How  diflFerent  is  man  in  the  ftate 
of  nature  from  man  corrupted  by  fociety  !  The 
latter  amply  deferves  all  the  misfortunes  he  brings 
upon  himfelf. 

It  is  a  circumftance  we  have  le(s  reafon  than 
ever  to  expcft,  that  any  kind  of  confidence  can 
be  eftabli(hed  in  thefe  countries^  between  the  two 
European  nations  that  are  in  pofleflion  of  them. 
It  hath  been  for  a  long  time  fufpeAed,  that  the 
river  Amazon  and  the  Oroonoko,  communicated 
with  each  other  by  means  of  the  Black  River, 
where  the  court  of  Lifbon  hath  feveral  fettle* 
ments.  This  circumftance,  which  had  been  fo 
long  a  matter ^of  conteft,  was  demonftrated  in 
1744,  by  fome  Portugueze  boats,  which  having 
fet  out  from  one  of  thefe  rivers,  failed  into  the 
other.  This  produced  a  new  fource  of  jealoufy, 
to  which  the  two  minifters  ought  to  have  put  a 
ftop,  when  their  attention  was  engaged  in-fettUng 
the  dificrcnces  which  had  too  often  ftaincd  the 
river  Plata  with  blood. 
The  Portu*       The  Portugueze,  who  had  appeared  upon  this 

CUCZC  Wlih  ,  III 

to  form  great  river  foon  after  the  Spaniards,  were  not 
<fn"th"  riier  long  before  they  forgot  it.  They  did  ngt  come 
Tfa!!rdif-  there  again  till  the  year  1553,  when  they  got  as 
puteswi^^^  far  as  Buenos-Ay  res,  and  took  pofleflion  of  the 
northern  qoaft  of  the  provinces.     This  aft  had 
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not  been  attended  with  any  confcquenccs,  when  ^  ^^^  ^ 

the  court  of  Lifbon  ordered,  in  1680,  that  the  '^ — ^/— ' 

colony  of  St.  Sacrament  (hould  be  eftabliflied  pre-  t°|J?X-*" 

cifely  at  the  extremity  of  the  territory  which  they  J^^^Vwen. 
thought  belonged  to  them.    This  claim  appeared 
to  the  Spaniards  to  be  ill-founded  j  and  they  dc- 
ftroyed  thefe  rifing  walls  without  rhuch  difficulty. 

Violent  contefts  immediately  arofe  between 
the  two  powers,  Spain  proved  that  the  New  Co- 
lony was  placed  in  the  fpace  allotted  to  her,  by 
the  boundary  marked  by  the  Popes.  The  Portu-^ 
gueze  did  not  deny  this  aftronomical  truth,  but 
they  maintained,  that  this  agreement  was  annul- 
led by  later  arrangements,  and  in  a  niore  par- 
ticular manner  by  the  treaty  of  1668,  which  put 
a  ftop  to  hoftilities,  and  fettled  the  fate  of  the 
two  nations.  It  was  concluded  in  1681,  after  a 
multitude  of  contefts,  that  the  Portugueze  fhould 
again  be  put  in  pofleflion  of  the  poft  they  had  oc- 
cupied; but  that  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos- 
Ayres,  as  well  as  they,  fhould  have  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  difpuced  domains. 

The  v/ar  between  the  two  crowns,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  century,  broke  off  this  provifional 
agreement,  and  in  the  year  1705  the  Portugueze 
were  ao:ain  driven  out  of  St.  Sacrament:  but 
were  reirtftated  in  the  pofleflion  of  it  by  the  peace 
of  Utrecht.  This  treaty  granted  them  even  more 
than  they  had  ever  had,  fince  it  infured  to  them 
exclufively  the  whole  territory  of  the  colony. 

At  that  period  a  confiderabk  fmuggling  trade 
was  begun,  between  the  Portugueze  fettlement  of 
St.   Sacrament,    and   that  of  the   Spaniards   at 

E  e  4  Buenos- 
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^  w?  *  Buenos-Ayrca,  in  which  all  parts  of  the  Brazils 
and  of  Pcruj  and  even  fome  merchants  of  the 
mother-countries,  were  more  or  Icfs  concerned. 

The  court  of  Madrid  foon  perceived  chat  the 
tr^eafures  of  the  New  World  were  conveyed  into 
another  channel.  In  order  to  bring  them  back 
again,  they  did  not  think  of  any  more  certain 
method,  than  that  of  limiting,  as  much  as  pof- 
fihle,  the  ftaple  of  thefe  fraudulent  connexions. 
Their  minifters  aflerted,  that  the  places  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Portuguese  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
tended beyond  cannon  lliot;  and  they  caufed  all 
the  northern  coaft  of  the  Plata,  from  the  mouth  of 
that  great  river,  to  the  fettlement  which  occafioned 
them  fuch  terrible  alarms,  to  be  filled  up  with  flocks, 
fheep-folds,  and  with  the  villages  of  Maldonado 
and  Montevideo,  and  contrived  other  know'n  me- 
thods of  occupying  this  intermediate  fpacc. 

Th£s£  unforefccn  enterprizes  revived  everlaft- 
ing  animofiries,  which  had  been  for  a  fhort  time 
fufpended  by  their  commercial  conne(flions.  Thefe 
neighbouring  people  carried  on  a^  clandcftinc 
war  with  one  another.  The  two  nations  were 
upon  the  brink  of  an  open  rupture,  when,  in 
1750,  a  treaty  was  propofed,  which  appeared 
likely  to  fettle  the  diffcTv-^nces  between  thefe  two 
monarchies.  By  this  treaty,  the  Portugueze  ex- 
changed the  colony  of  St.  Sacrament,  and  it's 
territory,  for  the  (tvcn  miflions  formerly  efta- 
blifhed  on  the  eaftcrn  coaft  of  the  Uruguay. 

It  was  neceflary  that  this  treaty  fliould  be  exe- 
cuted in  America;  and  this  was  n6t  an  cafy  mat- 
ter.    The  Jefuits,  who  from  their  earlicft  origin 

had 
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had  opened  to  themfelves  a  lecret  road  to  domi-  •  ^^  ■^ 
nion^  might  have  objcdted  to  the  difmembering 
of  an  empire  which  owed  it's  exiftence  to  their 
labours.  Independent  of  this  great  interefl>  they 
might  have  thought  themfelves  refponlible  for 
the  felicity  of  a  docile,  fct  of  people,'  who^  by 
throwing  themfelves  in  their  armSj  had  intruded 
them  with  the  care  of  their  fqture  welfare.  Be- 
fides,  the  Guaranis  had  not  been  conquered ;  and 
therefore,  when  they  fubmitted  to  Spain,  they  did 
not  give  that  crown  the  right  of  alienating  tHem 
from  their  dominions  without  having  reflcdled  on 
the  inconteftible  rights  of  nations,  they  might 
imagine  that  it  belonged  to  them  alone  to  deter-* 
mine  what  was  conducive  to  their  happinefs.  The 
horror  they  were  well  know'n  to  entertain  for  the 
Portttgueze  yoke,  was  equally  capable  of  leading 
them  aftray,  or  of  enlightening  them.  So  criti- 
cal a  fituation  required  the  greatefl:  precautions, 
and  they  were  attended  to. 

The  forces  which  the  two  powers  had  fent 
from  Europe,  and  thofe  which  could  be  afTem- 
bled  in  the  New  World,  united  themfelves  in 
order  to  furmount  the  obftacles  that  were  fore- 
feen ;  but  thefe  preparations  did  not  terrify  the 
people  that  were  the  object  of  them.  Although 
the  feven  ceded  colonies  were  not  aflifted  by  the 
other  Gplonies,  at  lead  not  openly  1  although  they 
were  no  more  headed  by  the  chiefs  who  till  that 
time  had  led  them  on  to  battle,  they  were  not 
afraid  of  taking  up  arms  to  defend  their  liberty. 
But  their  military  condufl:  was  not  fuch  as  it 
ought  to  have  been.  Inftead  of  contenting  them- 
felves 
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*  ^x^  ^  felves  with  harafllng  their  enemies,  and  with  in- 
terrupting the  provifions  they  were  obliged  to 
get  from  thediftance  of  two  hundred  leagues,  the 
Guaranis  ventured  to  wait  for  them  in  the  open 
field.  They  loft  a  battle  which  coft  them  two 
thoufand  men.  This  confiderable  check  difcon- 
certed  their  meafuresj  their  courage  feemcd  to 
give  way,  and  they  abandoned  their  territory, 
without  making  thpfe  efforts  which  wereexpeSed 
from  their  firft  refolution,  and  which  were,  per- 
haps, .confiftent  with  their  ftrength. 

After  this  event  the  Spaniards  attempted  to 
take  poffeffion  of  the  colony  of  St.  Sacrament. 
The  Portuguezc  refufed  to  give  it  up,  alleging 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uruguay  were  only 
difperfedj  2nd  that,  *till  the  court  of  Madrid 
fhould  fettle  them  in  fome  of  their  own  domains, 
they  would  always  be  difpofed  to  recover  that 
territory  which  they  had  quitted  with  fo  much 
regret,  Thefe  difficulties,  whether  real  or  ima- 
ginary, prevented  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty, 
which  was  even  entirely  put  a  ftop  to  by  the  two 
courts  in  1761,  and  every  thing  fell  again  into 
confufion. 

From  that  time,  thefe  deferts  have  been  almoft 

inceffantly   ftained    with    blood  j    fometimes   by 

hoftilities  that  were  not  publicly  avowed,    and 

fometimes  by  open  wars.      Portugal,   deprived 

of  the  afliftance  of  England,  hath  at  length  been 

obliged  to  fubmit.     The  tieaties  of  the  firft  of 

Oftober  1777,    and  of  the  eleventh  of  March 

1778,  have  deprived  it  for  ever   of  the  colony 

of  Sc.  Sacrament  j  but  they  have  reftored  to  it 

the 
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the  territory  of  the  river  St.  Peter,  which  had 
hctn  taken  from  it,  under  the  pretences  fo  fre- 
quently alleged,  of  the  line  of  niark. 

While  thefe  reftlefs  and  enterprizing  men  were 
ravaging  the  Amazon,  and  the  Plata,  fome  la- 
borious and  peaceable  citizens  were  employed  in . 
multiplying  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil  important  pro- 
dudions,  which  were  delivered  to  the  mother-^ 
country,  which,  in  return,  fupplied  them  with 
every  thing  they  were  in  want  of. 

The  whole  trade  was  carried  on  by  a  fleet,  fT?^? 
which  failed  every  year  from  Lifbon  and  Oporto  «t'»  cpn«e- 
in  the  month  of  March.     The  (hips  it  confifted  thTBrwIit 
of  parted  when  they  came  to  a  certain  latitude,  puJI^/to*^ 
and  proceeded  to  their  rcfpeftive  deftinations :  ^hichafyf. 

*  *  tem  of  0MI- 

but  they  afterwards  all  met  at  Bahia  to  fail  for  "opoJy»  ^^^ 
Portugal,  which  they  reached  in  September  or  ftruaire," 
Oftober  the  year  following,  under  convoy  of  the  ^"****'"*^ 
men  of  war,  which  had  efcorted  them  at  their 
going  out. 

A  REGULATION  fo  Contrary  tc^  maxims  gene- 
rally received,  was  cenfured  by  many  judicious 
perfons,  who  thought  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  left  the  merchants  at  liberty  to  fend  out 
their  fhips,  and  order  them  home  when  it  fuited 
them  beft.  This  fyftem  would  have  reduced  the 
cxpence  of  freight,  rendered  the  voyages  more 
frequent,  increafed  the  maritime  forces^  and  en- 
couraged every  fpecies  ^  of  agriculture.  The 
intercourfe  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother- 
country  being  more  conftant,  would  have  given  . 
information,  which  would  have  enabled  govern- 
ment 
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•  ^x^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  extend  it's  protc(fHon  more  cafily,  and  to 
fecure  it's  authority. 

The  court  of  Lifbon  fcemcd  frequently  in- 
clined to  yield  to  thefe  confiderations,  but  was 
deterred  by  the  fear  of  feeing  the  (hips  fall  into 
the  enemy's  hands  if  they  failed  feparately ;  by 
cufl-onrij  the  fway  of  which  is  ftill  more  powerful 
over  government  than  over  individuals ;  by  the 
infinuations  of  fome  men  in  power,  whofe  intc- 
rcflr  would  have  been  aff^dled  by  the  revolution  r 
and  by  variety  of  prejudices  none  of  which  could 
have  borne  the  flighteft  fcrutiny. 

It  was  upon  this  principle  that  the  Portuguczc 
fettlements  in  the  Old  and  in  the  New  World 
were  founded,  when   the  difcovery  of  the  gold 
and  diamond  mines,  in  the  beginning  of  the  cen* 
tury,  fixed  the  attention  of  all  nations  upon  the 
Brazils.     It  was  generally  thought,    that    thofe 
riches,  added  to  thofe  of  another  kind  furni/bed 
by  the  colony,  would  render  it  one  of  the  fined 
fettlements  of  the  globe.     The  Europeans  were 
not  yet  undeceived,  when  they  learnt  with  fur- 
prize,    that    the  moft    important  part  of  thofe 
regions  were  juft  fubjefted  to  the  yoke  of  mo- 
nopoly. 

Portugal  hath  made  immenfe  difcoverics  in 
Africa,  and  in  the  Eaft  and  Wcftlndies,  without 
the  affilUnce  of  any  company.  This  had  -been 
done  by  fome  aflbciations,  which  kings,  nobles,- 
and  merchants,  had  occafionaliy  formed  among 
themfdlves,  and  which  fictcrd  out  fleets  more  or 
Itfs  confiderable,  for  thofe  three  parts  of  the 
globe.     It  was  not  to  be  expefted  that  a  nation, 

^bich 
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which,  in  the  barbarous  ages,  had  purfucd  the 
incftimable  advantages  of  competition,  would,  at 
laft>  in  an  enlightened  age,  adopt  a  pernicious 
fyftem,  which,  by  collcfting*  the  principles  of 
life  and  motion  into  a  fmall  part  of  the  body 
politic,  leaves  all  the  reft  in  a  ftate  of  inadivity 
and  ruin. 

This  plao  was  formtd  among  the  ruios  of 
Lifbon,  when  the  earth  had,  as  it  were,  caft  out 
her  inhabitants,  and  left  theoi  no  afylum  or  place 
of  fafety  but  on  the  fea,  or  in  the  New  World. 
The  dreadful  fhocks  which  had  fub verted. that 
fuperb  capital  were  ftill  repeated,  and  the  flamci 
that  had  reduced  it  to  afties  were  fcaree  extaa^ 
guiftied,  when  an  exclufive  conopany  was  ejfta* 
bliftied,  for  the  purpofe  of  felling  to  foreign^  na- 
tioas,  at  the  Brazils,  and  even  in  retail,  within 
the  fpace  of  three  leagues,  the  wine  fo  well 
know'n  by  the  name  of  Port,  which  is  drunk  in 
many  of  the  colonies,  in  part  of  the  north,  and 
efpecially  in  England.  This  company  hath  a. 
capital  of  3,000,000  livres  *i  divided  into  two 
hundred  (hares,  of  2,500  livres  f  each.  They  lend 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  vines,  half  the  price 
they  arc  allowed  to  charge  for  the  vintage  1  a^ 
price  which  they  can  never  raife,  however  fa- 
vourable the  year  may  be.  For  the  bcft  wines, 
they  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  156  livrcs  five  fols  4: 
per  ton;  but  they  receive  no  more  than  125 
livres  §  for  thofe  of  an  inferior  quality.    How 
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t  6L  los.   2^d.  §  5I.  4$.  2d. 
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■  *L?  '^  great  Ibever  the  dearth  may  be,    or  however 
^■.   y,  mj  conlidcrablc  the  venc>   the  cuhivator  can  never' 
cxpeft  an  increafe  of  more  than  31  livres  five 
fols  *  per  ton>  and  the  ton  confifts  of  about  220 
gallons* 

Oporto,  which  is  become  the  firft  city  in  the 
kingdom  for  it's  population,  riches,  and  com- 
merce, fince  Liibon  had,  as  it  were,  difappeared, 
juftly  took  the  alarm,  thinking  that  her  trade 
would  be  ruined  by  this  fatal  alienation  of  the 
rights  of  the  whole  nation,  in  favour  of  a  com- 
pany. The  province  between  the  Douro  and  the 
Minho,  the  moft  fruitful  in  the  kingdom,  formed 
no  further  expectations  from  it's  cultures.  De- 
fpair  excited  a  fpirit  of  fedition  among  the  people, 
and  this  gave  occafion  to  the  cruelties  of  the 
government.  Twelve  hundred  perfons  were 
cither  executed,  condemned  to  public  labour, 
banilhed  to  the  forts  in  Africa,  or  reduced  to 
poverty  by  odious  confifcations  of  their  pof- 
(cOions. 

Om  the  6th  of  June  1755,  an  exclufive  com- 
pany, with  a  capital  of  3,000,000  livres  f, 
divided  into  twelve  hundred  (hares,  was  efta- 
Wiftied  for  the  great  Para,  and  for  the  Maragnan, 
Four  years  after,  the  province  of  Fermanbucca 
was  put  under  a  fimilar  yoke,  with  this  difference, 
that  the  latter  monopoly  had  a  fund  of  3,500,000 
livres  J,  which  was  divided  into  three  thoufand 
four  hundred  (hares.     The  two  focietiea  were 

*  il.  6$.  2|d.  f  125,0001. 
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authorized  to  gain  fifteen  per  cent,  exclufive  of  all  ^  ^^  ^ 

MA* 

expenccs,  on  articles  of  provifions,  and  to  fell  ^„.  ^^^^ 
their  merchandize  for  forty-five  per  ^cent.  nnorc 
than  they  would  have  coft  even  at  Lifbon.  They 
were  allowed  to  pay  as  little  as  they  chofe  for  the 
provifions  furnilhed  by  the  diftrifts  fubjeft  to 
their  tyranny.  Such  extraordinary  favours  were 
to  laft  twenty  years,  and  might  be  renewed,  to  the . 
great  detriment  of  the  colony. 

The  Brazils  are  at  prefent  divided  into  nine  Cmi,  mm- 
provinces,  which  are  all  governed  by  a  feparate  rdigiobt  go. 
commander.  Although  thefe  feveral  chiefs  are  JftabnAc* 
cxpefted  to  conform  to  the  general  regulations  g^jjlj;^ 
which  the  Viceroy  thinks  proper  to  make,  they 
are  independent  of  bis  authority,,  becaufe  they 
receive  their  orders  diredtly  .from  Liflbon,  and 
becaufe  they  themfelvcs  give  an  account  to  that 
court  of  the  affairs  in  their  department.  They 
are  only  appointed  for  three  years,  but  their 
commiffion  is  ufually  extended  beyond  that  pe- 
riod. They  are  prohibited  by  the  law  from 
niarrying  in  the  country  under  their  jurifdidlionj 
from  being  concerned  in  any  branch  of  trade; 
from  accepting  any  prefent  whatfoeverj  from 
receiving  any  emoluments  for  the  funftions  of 
their  office  \  and  this  law  hath  been  rather  ftridly 
obferved  for  fome  years  paft.  Accordingly,  for- 
tunes are  at  prefent  very  feldom  made,  or  even 
begun  in  thofe  pods  in  the  New  World.  The 
perfons  who  voluntarily  refign,  are  obliged,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  are  recalled,  to  give  an  account 
of  their  condud  to  the  commiflioners  appointed 
by  the  mother^country  j  and  citizens  of  all  ranks 

arc 
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are  indifcriminately  admitted  to  impeach  tfsem. 
If  they  happen  to  die  in  their  poft^  the  bifiiop, 
the  higheft  military  officer^  and  the  firft  magi- 
ftrate>  jointly  aflume  the  reins  of  government, 
*till  the  arrival  of  the  fiicceflbr. 

The  jurifprudencc  of  the  Brazils  is  entirely 
the  fame  as  that  of  Portugal.  There  is  a  Judge 
eftablifhed  in  each  di(l:ri£t»  from  whole  decifion 
an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  fuperior  tribunals 
of  Bahia,  and  of  Rio  Janeiro,  and  even  to  thofe 
of  Lifbon>  if  it  be  upon  matters  of  confequence. 
The  great  Para  and  Maragnan  alone,  are  allowed  to 
apppeal  immediately  to  the  mother- country,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  appear  before  the  two  interme- 
diate tribunals.  In  criminal  cafes  rather  a  diffe-^ 
rent  plan  is  adopted.  The  judge  of  each  diftrid^ 
bath  a  right  to  puniflx  without  appeal  fmall  mif^ 
demeanours.  The  crimes  are  judged  by«  the 
governor,  aflifted  by  fome  alTeflbrs  appointed  by 
the  law. 

A  PARTICULAR  tribunal  is  eftabliflied  in  every 
province,  to  take  care  of  the  legacies  which  be- 
long to  heirs,  whofe  refidence  is  acro(s  the  (cas. 
They  are  allowed  to  dedu£t  five  fer  cent,  for 
their  falaries,  and  the  reft  is  fent  to  Portugal,  to 
be  dcpofited  in  a  place  deftincd  to  receive  it. 
The  inconvenience  of  this  otherwile  judiciotis 
inftitution)  is,  that  the  Brazilian  creditors  can 
only  be*  paid  in  Europe. 

The  finances  of  each  province  are  adminiftercd 
by  the  commandant,  and  four  magiftrares.  Their 
account  is  fent  every  year  to  the  royal  treafury 

of 
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of  the.mocher-cCHintfy,  aod  fcrutiniied  with  great 

EvfiRV.^town,  afid  every  village,  in  the  iMft 
GdnfideraWe,  hath  a  cbljrt  of  judicaturei  Their 
bufin^s  J3  ti6  attend  to  the  fmall  concerns  they 
are  ir>tr«fted  wichi  ,tnd  to  fettle,  tinder  the  in-* 
fpedicxtt  of  the  conmmndaht^  the  trifTing  taxes 
that  ^fc  neeeffary.  Several  privileges  have  been 
granted  to  ^hid  tribunal*  efpecially  that  of  having 
th^  right  to  carry  any  cosnplaint  they  m^y  hav* 
agakift'th€  head  of  t^e  cdlony,  ininiediatdy  to 
the  fovereign* 

The  milit^y  are  upbrr  the  fame  footinrg  iit 
the  Brazils,  a$  in  Porc^gafi  and  in  th^  reft  of 
Europe*  The. troops  are  at  the  difpofal  of  every 
governor,  who  appoints  tx>  all  th^  vacant  conni-^ 
n^iffionsi  under  the  rank,  of  eaptain<  He  hath 
the  fame  authority  over  the  miUtia>  which  cOn* 
fift^of  all  the  citizens  tha^  are  nMfida^oSi  that  is 
to  fay,  of  the  firft  nobility  1  err  who  hav^  KO 
public  cmploymeti't.  This  body  of  men,  wh© 
are  all  obliged  to  wear  a  uniform  at  their  owfil 
expence,  are  never .aifcmbled  in  the  interior  part!? 
of  thCjCountryj  except  in  caffes  of  abfolute  ntcef- 
fity ;  'but  at  Fefnambucca,  at  Bahia^  and  at  Ria 
Janeiro,  they  are  exercifed  during  one  month 
every; year,  and  are  ;hen  paid  by  tlie  govern-* 
ment.  The  Negroes  and  Mulattoes  have  ftand- 
ards  of  their  own  ;  and  the  Indians  fight  under  the 
fame  banner?  as  the  white  men.  The  colony,  at 
this  prefent  time,  corrfifls  of  fifteen  thoufand  eight 
hundred  an  ninety-nine  regulars,  and  of  twenty- 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  militia; 

Vot.  IV.  F  f  THowGrf 
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^  ^ix.  ^  Though  the  King,  as  Grand  Matter  of  th^ 
order  of  Chrift,  bcfolcly  inpoffeffion  of  the  tithes; 
and  though  the  produce  of  the  Cru:^9de  belong 
entirely  to  him,  yet,  in  this  extenfivc  part  of  the 
New  World,  fix  biftiopricks  have  i^ecn  fuccef- 
lively  founded,  which  acknawlege  for  their  fupe- 
xior  the  Archbifhoprick  of  Bahia,  eftabliflied  in 
the  year  1552.  The  fortunate  prelates,  nwftof 
them  Europeans,  who  fill  thefc  honourable  fees, 
iivc  in  a  very  commodious  manner'  upon  the 
emoluments  attached  to  the  funftion*  of  their 
miniftry,  and  upon  a  penGon  of  twelve  hundred, 
and  from  that  to  thirty  thoufand  livres  *,  granted 
to  them  by  the  governnt;ient. 

Amon  d  the  inferior  clergy,  none  but  the  mif- 
fionaties  Who  are  fettled  in  the  Indian  villages,  are 
paid  by  government  |  but  the  others  find  fdfficient 
refourccs  among  the  fuperftitious  people,  whom 
they  are  to  edify,  to  inftruft,  and  to  comfort, 
Befide  an  annual  tribute,  paid  by  every  family  to 
the  clergyman,  he  is  intitled  to  forty  Ibis  f  for 
every  bilrh,  every  wedding,  and  every  burial. 
Thelaw  whichjed'uces  this  contribution  to  one  half 
for  poor  people,  and  to  nothing  for  thofc  that 
are  entirely  indigent,  is  feldom  obferved.  The 
avidity  of  the  priefts  hath  even  been  carried  fo 
far  as  to  double  this  (hamelefs  falary,  in  the  dif- 
trifts  of  the  mines. 

Some  few  afylums  for  maidens  have  been  fuf- 
fered  at  Bahia,  and  at  Rio- Janeiro  -,  but  it  hath 
never  been  allowed  to  eftablidi  nunneries  in  the 
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l^rimls.  The  monks  havi:  been  more  fuccefsftil ;  *  ^^^^  ^ 
and  there  are  at  prcfent  twenty  convrints  of  diffe- 
rent ordersi  the  two  richeft  of  which  are  occupied 
by  Benedidines,  who  arc  as  idle  as  they  are  liccn* 
tious.  .  None  of  thefe  fatal  eftabliihments  are  * 
founded  in  the  gold  countries*  The  JcfuitS  had 
taken  advafttage  of  the  influerice  thcjr  had  over 
government  to  evade  the  lawj  which .  forbade 
any  regular  orders  to  fettle  in  thofe  regions^  No 
inftitutionhath  been  powerful  enough^  fince  their 
i>cxpulfioni,  to  extort  fo  fignal  a  favour* 

ThouOh  jbere  be.  notabfolutcly  an  inquifitioft 

ini  the  BraEik,  the  people  pf  that  country  are  not 

proteftcd  from  the  outrages  of  that  barbarous  in* 

ititutioni  -  The  eqclefi^ics  of  the  colony^  who 

are  appointed  by  that  tribunal  to  be  their  agents^ 

are  sttl  of  them  imbued  with  the  fame  fanguinary 

niaximsj     Th^ir  mercilefs  ft  verity  is  moflly  pro-^ 

voke<i.by  aecufations  of  Judaifm*     This  fort  of 

fury  rofe  to  focb  aft  ejlon^ous. height,  from  1703 

to  I7.i!8|  th?t  the  nriinds  of  all  men  were  im-* 

prcffed  with  terror,  and  moft  of  the  cultures  were 

ncglefted* 

There   is  no    particular   ordonnancc  in   the 

Brazils  for  flavesj  and  they  ought  to  be  tried  by 

the  common  law*     As  their  matters  arc  obliged 

to  feed  them,  and  that  it  is  become  a  general 

cuftom  to  allot  them  a  fmall  piece  of  ground^ 

which  they: arc  allowed  to  cultivate  for  their  own 

emolument,  thofe  among  them  who  are  induf- 

trious,  .  and   laborious,    are,  yfooncr    or    later, 

enabled  to  purchafe  their  liberty*     It  is  feldom 

rcfufcd  thcms   and  they  may  even  demand  it^  at 
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•  ^^  ^  the  price .  ietded  by  th^  regulations,  when  dicy 
v.— v*-i^  And  theroiclv^ft  opprcflfed..  It  is,  probably,  for 
this  roafon>  chat,  nocwichftanding  the  great  hci^ 
litf  they  have  (or*  eloping,  yet,  chene  are  few 
'  fugitive  Negtoes  tbroughoitt  this  Vaft  continenr* 
ThoTe  few.  who  are  found  in  the  country  of  tbe 
mines,  on^y  employ  then^felves  quietly  at  a  dff« 
UAoe,  .  in  cultivating  the  produt^tona  neceffary 
for  their  fabfiftence*' 

Such  of  the  Negroes  as  have  purchafed  their 

liberty,  enjoy  therights  of  citizens  as  well  as  thfr" 

Mulattpes;  but  they  are^  both  excluded  froovthe 

priefthood,    and  from   any  civil    ennplojrment. 

Even  in  the  fervice  they  can  h^ve  no  comnuffi^uit 

except  in  their  own  batalitons.    The  white  n^en 

feldotn  cnarry  the  Negro  wonaen  ;    mofl:  of  then! 

go  no  farther  than  to  form  illegal  conneAiens 

with  them.    Tbefe  connections,  which  have  the 

fandtion  of  the  manners  of  the  coontry,  difl^ 

firarcely  from  matrimony,  in  regions  where  men 

difpoie  of  their  fortunes  in  conformity  totheii* 

caprices  and  paffions. 

Former tnd        The  ftatc  of  the  Indians  hath  not  always  been 

cf  the  In-     the  &me ;  at  flrft  they  were  feized  upon,  fold  in 

?o'poii*uglf  public  markets,    aod  compelled   to  work  itke 

im?*  ^'*"    fl*^c^  ^'^  *fe^  pUntatiohsi. 

In  1570,  Sebaftian  forbade  that  any  Brasitian 
ihould  be  made  a  Have,  except  fuch  ai  had  been 
taken  prifoners.  in  a  juft  war;  but  this  law  wa« 
nat  attended  to,  beciufe:  the  Portngueze  would 
have  thought  themfelves  difgraced  incilliiig  the 
grouF^l ;  and  at  that  time  few  cuitivaiora  had  been 
fent  tQ  Africa. 

The 
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Thi  cdia  of  Philip  IL  wKcb/irt  l^^j,  coft-  ^^^^^  ^ 
fiFiBc^  the  orders  of  Scbaftian,  and  whicb  even 
reduced  xx>  ten  ycai's  the  term  of  flavery,  to  thofe 
whom  that  priace  had  aHowed  to  be  kqs^  in  per^^ 
petual  fervitudcj  was  equally  difregarded. 

Twe  ma{i<kHe5>  of  1605  and  1609^  ag^in  de«^ 
cUrcd  all  the  Indians,  mrithout  etceptiony  lo  be 
ei>tirely  free.  Philip  III.  biring  informed  ttot 
hi^  commasKb  were  not  obeyed^  i^u^ed  a  third 
law,  by  which  tbofc  who  infringed  ir,  were  <so>n- 
deflaned  tofeverepenalttes.  But,  at  that  period, 
the  colony  was.ftiH  governed  by  a  cotiirrofjpdicac-' 
turc,  moft  of  the  mcnvbcrs  of  whkh  were  he/tn 
ia  Annericaf  iifelf;  ior  that  thcnew  arra;ngier¥reiirs9 
were  not  much  more  refpcifked  than  the  old  otit% 
had  been. 

In^  the"  mean  white,  the  mrffionarie^  were  every 
day  cxclainning,  with  greater  veheniexice,  againft 
the  tyranny  with  which  their  converts  were  op- 
preflfcd,  la  1647,  the  new  court  of  Lffbon  gave 
way  to  their  grefling  foliGitaJcions,  and  formally 
renewed  the  orders  which  forbade  the  detaining 
of  any  Brazilian-  in  flavery.  The  fpirit  of  inde- 
pendence, which  naanifefted  itfelf  througtiout 
the  whole  colony,  coftvinccd  that  ftiil  tottering 
power^  that  they  were  not  allowed*  to  do<  evwy 
thing  that  was  juft  j  and,  ei^t  yeais  afiEer,  their 
orders  were  qualified,  by  penuicting-Dhatthofiritt- 
divi(iuaUjwhO'Were  born  of  a  Negrio  nmother,  a*nd 
of  an  Indian  father,,  might  be  keptun  flav^y. 

The  Dutch,  had  juft  thea  been  driv^  from 
this  part  of  the  New  World.  The  connedi^ns 
with  the  coaft>  of  Africa,  which  had  be©i  inter- 
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'  ^iiP  ^  rupted  by  the  bloody  wars,  the  Portuguczc  had 
been  obliged  to  fuftain  agaihft  thofe  republicans^ 
refumed  their  former  courfe.     The  population  of 
the  Negroes  was  increafed  in  the  Brazils*      Their 
fevices  foon  difguftcd  the  Portuguezc  of  the  na- 
tives of  the  country,  who  were  weaker,  and  not 
fo  laborious.    Thofe  who  perifhed  were  not  re- 
placed, and  that  fpecies  of  f<?rvitude  was,  by  de- 
grees, aboliflied  every  where,  except  at  St.  Paul, 
at  Maragnaq,  and  on  the  Aniazon  river,  at  which 
places  there  were  not  yet  any  rich  fettlenrients, 
und  where  the  Portugueze  were  not  capable  of 
purchafing  flaves.     The  decrees  iffued  in    1680, 
1713,  and  1741,  to  extirpate  thefe  remains  of 
barbarifm,  were  of  no  efFcft  j  and  it  was  not 'till 
1755,  that  all  the  Brazilians  became  really  free. 

'   At  this  period  they  were  declared  citizens  by 
government  5  they  were  to  enjoy  that  title  in  the 
fame  manner  as  their  conquerors.      The  fame 
road  was  laid  open  to  their  talents  5    and  they 
were  allowed    to  afpire   at  the  fame  dignities. 
An  event  fo  much  calculated  to  excite  the  emo- 
tions of  a  feeling  heart,  was  fcarce  attended  to, 
Pleafure,  fortune,    war,    politics,    engrofs  every 
body's  attention,  while  a  revolution,  fo  favour- 
able to  humanity,  almoft  generally  efcapes  our 
nopiqe  ^  and  that  even  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
in  the  midft  of  that  enlightened  and  philofophical 
age.  The  happiqefs  of  nations  is  much  talked  of, 
|3ut  is  neither  perceived  nor  felt. 

All  the  faulty  operations  of  government  are 
attacked  with  feverity,  and  when  they,  by  chance, 
)lftpp^n  tQ  ^o  any  good  act,  a  general  filence  is 
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obferved.     Is  this  the  kind  of  acknowlegmcnt  '  ^^^  ^ 
which  the  peopk  owe  to  thofe  who  attend  to 
their  happinefs  ?    Or  is  this  fort  of  ingratitude 
calculated    to   attach  theai    to   tUeir    laborious 
offices?  Is  it  thus  they  can  be  induced  to  fill  them 
with  diftindion  ?    If  the  people  expeft  that  their 
murnaurs  aad  their  difcontents  fhould  be  attended 
to  when  they  are  opprefled,  they  fhould  exprefs 
their  joy  in  the  mofl  lively  manner,  when  they 
have  obtained  redrefs.     Whenever  the  burthen 
of  the  taxes  hath  been  alleviated,  let  the  houfes 
be  illuminated;   let  them^fTemble  in  mqltitudesi 
and  fiU  the  houfes  and  the  (Ireets,  let  them  light 
up  bonfires,  and  dance  and  fing  round  them ;  let 
them  pronounce  with  tranfport  the  nanre  of  theif 
benefa£bor.     Is  there  one  among. all  the  diredors 
of  the  empire  who  would  not  be  gratified  with 
fuch    homage?    Is    there  one    who  could  ever 
rcfolve  to  quit  his  place,  or  who  could  die  with- 
out having  received  it?  Is  there  a  man  who  would 
not  be  defirous  of  increasing  thefe  triumphs  ?   Is 
there  one  whofe  grandchildren  would  not  feel  a 
noble  pride,  in  hearing  it  faid  of  him,  his  ancef- 
tor  was  the  man  who  occafioned  the.  lighting  up 
of  bonfires  (bur  or  five  times,  during  the  courfe 
of  his  adminiflration  ?    Is  there  one  who  would 
not  be  ambitious  of  bequeathing  fuch  a  mark  of 
diftindion  to  his  defcendants?    Is  there  a  man 
who  would    dare   to  have   engraved  upon    his 
tomb  the  pofl:  he  had  filled  in  his  life  time,  with* 
out  mentioning  the  public  feftivals  that  had  been 
celebrated  in  his  honour  ?    Such  a  filence  would 
transform  the  4nfcription   into   a  fatire.     The 

F  f  4  people 
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8  ^v^  ^  pMplc  arc  equally  abjcfit  in  profpcrity  as  u\  a^t 
vsrlicy ;  they  ^now  not  bow  to  (romplaiq^  of  how 
to  rejoice,  , 

Some  men)  more  attentive  to  the  interefting 
fcenes  that  are  difplayed  from  time  to  tinae  0n  the 
furfacc  of  the  globe,  conceived  a  good  opinion^ of 
the  new  fyftem.  They  flattered  themfelves,  that 
the  Indians  would  apply  themiiblves  to  cuitiva^ 
tion,  and  multiply  the  pradudions  ^  that  their  la-« 
hours  vBould  enable  them  to  procure  for  themfdre$ 
aumberleis  conveniences  which  they  had  not  yec 
(i^oyed ;  that  the  fight  of  their  happinefe  vu^ukl 
difguft  the  favages  of  their  forefts,  and  would  de- 
{eimine  them  to  ^  more  quiet  way  of  Uving  j  that 
Hn  entire*  confidence'  would  gradually  be  cfta-  " 
l>H(hed  between  the  Aaiericans  and  .the.  Euro^^ 
p^aosi  and  that  they  would  in  time  becomo 
gnp  people.  They  fluttered  therrifclvcs  that  the 
cgurt  of  Lift>on  would  have  the  prudence  not  ta 
4ifturb  fo  dcfireable  a  harmony  by  any  particu- 
lar diftinftions ;  that  they  would  endeavour,  by 
^11  poffible  means,  to  obliterate  the  metnory  of 
fhoic  evils  which  they  had  brought  upon  tl^e  New 
Hemifphere.  , 

But  how  far  are  we  from  feeing  thefe  flatter-'  . 
ing  hopes  fulfilled  !  In  the  provinces  of  Fernam- 
bucca,  of  Bahia,  of  Rio  Janeiro,  and  qf  Minas- 
Geraes,  the  Brazilians  confiinue  to  be  mixed  witl^ 
the  Portugueze,  and  with  the  Negroes,  but  whh- 
put  any  change  in  their  chara<n:crs,  becaufe  no 
pains  have  been  taken  to  enlighten  them;  becaufe 
no  efForts  have  been  made  to  overcome  their  na- 
tural lazinefsi  becaufe  no  lands  have  been  difl:ri- 
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btftc4  XQ  tlieo),  ftn4  becaufe  nbtbing  hatb  botn  ^  ^  ^ 
given  <h^ri[^  m  adv%Qce>  by  which  their  emulation  y.i^fi^ 
inighf  pro(:>^biIy  have  been  excited. 

At  Para,  at  Mar-agnan>  at  Matto^Grofib,  at 
Qoyas,  and  it  St.  Paul,  the  Indians  have  been 
united  in  a  hundred  and  fcventecn  villages,*  over 
i^ach  of  which  a  white  man  prefides.  It  is  his 
tMi(tne&  to  fettle  the  occupatiofis,  to  direS:  the 
cultures,  tq  buy  and  to  fell  for  the  cofviniui^f ty  1 
to  pirniih  and  to  reward.  It  is  he  who  deliver^  to 
the  agents  of  government  the  tenth  of  the  ^rrit^ 
ri^l  produ6fcioas«  It  is  he  who  appoints  eh^ 
among  them,  who  are  obliged  to  fubmio  to  cka 
labours  of  vaffalage  with  which  tiiey  a^e  op-^ 
prcfiied.  Tlieiie  fubaltern  agems,  difperfcd  in  tho 
feveral  cdonies,  are  fuperintended  by  a  chiefi 
who  is  vefted  with  great  authority. 

The  opinions  of  men  have  been  divided  i?e- 
Veiling  thcfe  regulations.  A  writer,  who  hath 
never  been  out  of  Europe,  would  be  confidcred  as 
a  very  bokj  man,  fliould  he  venture  to  (decide  be-  ' 
tvveen  two  parties,  which  an  experience  of  three 
eehturies  hath  not  been  able  to  reconcile.  But  let 
nF>^  at  leaft  be  permitted  to  obferve,  that  one  of 
the  moft  enlightened  men  that  ever  Uved  at  the 
JBrazils,  hath  frequently  told  me,  that  the  IndiaBS> 
who  are  fuffered.  to  be  their  own  mailers,  ior  tl^ 
Portugueze  colony,  are  very  fupprigr  in  under- 
Handing  and  induftry  tothofe  who  arc  J;fpt  m^Kt 
perpetual  tuition. 

The  government  of  Pi^ra  is  the  ^lofti  oofth^ra  P''^*«* 
pf  any  of  tliefe  coJoni^s.     k  c^^iprthe^otds  dwit.  Govern-  * 
ppftion  gf  Guiana  which  bripnga  to  the  Portu-  ^^^^^ 
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^^ix^  guczc4  the  borders  of  the  Amazon^  from  tlic 
conflux  of  the  Madeira  and  the  M^more  i  and  to 
the  eaft,  all  that  fpace  which  extends  as  far  as  the 
river  of  the  Tocantines.  This  is  the  aioft  barren 
and  the  mod  unwholefome  country  in  thefe  re* 
gions. 

No  produ^ions  can  be  expeded  in  Guiana> 
except  on  the  ^lack  River,  the  elevated  banks  of 
yrhich  would  be  very  fie  for  all  the  productions 
chat  enrich  the  beft  colonies  of  America.  But  this 
country  is  only  inhabited  by  Indians,  who  are 
almoll  folely  eaiployed  in  the  turtle  fifhcry,  and 
whom  it  hath  not  yet  been  poifible  to  fix  to  any 
thing  but  the  cutting  of  fome  woods  for  cabinet- 
work. This  river  receives  that  of  Cayari,  where, 
in  1749»  21.  filvcr  mine  was  difcovered,  which  un» 
doubtedly,  for  fome  political  rcafons,  hath  never 
been  worked. 

The  borders  of  the  Amazon,  on  the  north 
fide,  are  almoft  under  i^ater.  The  fmall  quan- 
tity of  dry  land  that  is  found  there,  is  perpetually 
infefted  with  all  kinds  of  infeds. 

Though  the  fouth  part  of  the  Amazon  be 
marfliy  in  many  places,  yet  it's  foil  is  commonly 
more  firm,  and  lefs  infefted  with  reptiles.  The 
great  and  numerous  rivers  which  empty  them- 
felves  into  it;  afibrd  ftill  greater  refources  for  cul- 
tivation, and  yet  there  is  no  fcttlement  formed 
upon  them. 

The  Portugucze  navigators  did  not  enter  the 
Amazon  before  the  year  1535.  Ayres  d*Acunha 
and  his  followers  were  almoft  all  fliipwrecked  there. 
}t  was  not  till  161 5,  that  Francis  Caldeira  laid  the 
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foundations  of  a  town^  which  was  called  Beleaij  ^  9^  ^  ♦^ 

on  the  banks  of  the  rivers.    In  1663,  the  terri^ 

tofy  of  Macapa  was  given  by  government  to 

Bento  Maciel  Parente^  and  afterwards  the  ifland 

of  Joanna  tp  Macedo :  but  thefe  two  grants  have 

been  fince  reunited  to    tl^c  crown,  the  firft  by 

the  cxtinftion  of  the  family  that  had  obtained 

it,  and  the  fecond  by  exchanges. 

The  Portggueze  contented  thenjfclvcs,  for  a 
long  time,  with  making  excurfions  of  greater  or 
Jefs  extent,  to  carry  ofFfome  Brazilians.  Thrfy  were 
a  fet  of  turbulent  and  daring  favages,  who  were  en- 
deavouring to  fubdue  other  favages  lefs  ftrong  and 
lefs  courageous  than  thcmfelves.  Thefe  deftruftivc 
fatigues,  thefe  unavailing  cruelties^  had  lafted  for 
the  fpace  of  a  century,  when  fome  milfionaries 
undertook  to  civilize  the  wandering  Indians. 
They  have  aflcmbled  no  inconfiderable  number  of 
them  in  feventy-eight  villages,  but  without  being 
able  entirely  to  fix  them  there.  After  having 
fpent  four  or .  five  months  in  a  fedcntary  and  idle 
life,  thefe  men,  attraded  by  their  ancient  habits, 
forfook  their  habitations  and  families,  in  order  to 
gather  in  the  forefts  the  produftions  of  unculti- 
vated nature,  which,  with  very  little  labour,  they 
might  have  procured  at .  home,  or  might  have 
fubftituted  to  them  others  of  a  fupcrior  quality. 
The  wild  cacao,  the  vanilla,  the  tortoife,  and 
(:rab*(bells,  the  farfaparilla,  the  capivi  balfapf1^ 
and  the  vegetable  wool,  which  are  coUeftcd  Jn 
thefe  ruinous  excurfions,  that  are  renewed  every 
year,  are  carried  to  Belem,  the  capital  of  the  go« 

vernmcnt. 

This 
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This  toirn^  which  is  built  at  the  diftance  of  twcQ<^. 
ty  leagues  from  the  fea,  and  Ufion  a  {oil  that  rifics. 
thirteen  feet  above  the  kvel  of  .the  0Ge4a>  was  for- 
a  long  time  nothing  more  than  a  ftaple>  to  which 
the  riches  of  the  favages  was  conveyed  from  the 
inland  country.    Sorrte  negroes^  whom  it  hath  at* 
laft  procured,  have  cultivated  in  it's  neighbour* 
hood  a  fmall  quantity  of  cotton,  which  is  afiec*^. 
wards  manufaftured  in  the  country  itfelfj  and 
finncj   fugar-caacs,   the    indifferent  produce    pf 
which  i^  afccwrards  made  into  brandy.   They  have 
alfo   cultivated  coffee,  rice^  and  cacao,  for  ex* 
portatioo*     The  fale  of  the  flocks,  which  grazed, 
in  the  ifla^d  of  Marajo,  waa  for  a  confiderablq 
tiiiye  one  of  their  rcfources.    At  prefent  they  have 
icarce  oxen  enough  remaining  for  their  own  con-^ 
fgmption. 

BsFQRE  the  year  1755,  this  eftabU(ha»eni  re* 
ceivcjd  every  year  from  the  mothcr-coustry  frocv^ 
thirteen  to  fourteen  fhips..  Since  it  hath  been 
(ubjeficti  by  a  miftaken  or  corrupted  miniftrf 
to  a  nwjnopoly,  it  Deceives  no  more  than  five  or 
iix.  The  value  of  it's  exports  feldom  exceed* 
6oOjOoo  livres*.  This  fejeble  produce  if  not 
much.increafed  by  the  wood  fpr  buildingj  whi<;l^ 
the  government  buys  up-,  and  carries  aiway  uppfv 
it's  fliips. 

Tre  population  of  the  colony-  cottfifts  of  fcKir 
tboufand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eigho  whit^ 
men,  of  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  nine** 
teen  bkck  flaves,  or  free  Mulattoes,  and  of  ihir tyi- 

*  25,0001, 

four 
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four  thoqfand  eight  hundred  •  and  fort)r-fQur  Inw  *  ^  _P  >^ 

This  country,  which  in  1778  hath  been  re- 
lieyed  from  thief  opprefliori  ricccffarily  attending 
an  cjfclufirc  privilege,    will   undoubtedly  avarl 
itfelfof  it's  Itberty.     TheNpoft  of  Belcm>  wlxicli 
is  called  Pftra,  a  dame  which  is  KkewirefonM^- 
ttwt^  give^  t^^d  city,  dotti  not  dppofe  fo  many 
«b(ftacies  t6  ihc  fuccefs  of  any  edterjJrfasc  k^is 
^omaiorfly  imagined.    It  is,  indeed,  difficult  df 
accefs.    Curri^iits  which  run  in  contrary  direc- 
tions, and  wliich  are  occafioned  by  a  moltitiB^ 
^'ffnall  ifland^,  -render  tlie  nitvigatibn  of  ihtps 
How  and  uncel^abt   But  when  once  they  get  iato 
i4td  bafbour,  they  anchor  m  a  muddy  boctoni, 
twitb  four,  'five,  or  fix  farhdm  <>f  water*   The  ca>- 
msA  which  ieadi  up  to  it  grmas,. however,. more 
ihaltotw  every  day  ^  and  in  a  (hort  lime  it  will  xxk 
4»e  praifticabk,  if,  as  it  moft  be  fuppofed,  the  wa- 
ters continue  to  d^pofit  as  much  earth  as  they 
ha^e  dragged  ioto  it  for  thislatft  century. 
'     Th-e  Maragnart  is  feparated  fr&m  Para  oa  the  state  ©r  the 
North,   by  the  river  of  the   Toeantincs  j    fmtft  memofMa- 
Goyaz.cin  the  South,  by  that  of  theCordeferas  "^'""' 
tonountain^y  wbid^  is  called  Guacuragua ;  and  Dii 
the  Weft>  frfimFcmanibuccii  by  the  YpiajJaba 
jiimmtains. '  •        - : 

Thi  Portuguese  arrived  for  the  firft  time  in 
^k  proivi4kr<e  b\  1.535  '^  ^^  ^^^V  ^^^  ^^  upon 
it  by  a  ftoim  p  bat  th<^  drd  not  fetde  there  'tBl 
%$^.  The  Fre^ikch  fei^ed  ^pon  it  in  1612,  and 
-wece  drivQft  fnorn  theoce  three  yeairs  after.  It  nc-- 
mained  under  the  yoke  of  the  Dutch  from  1641 

to 
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*  ^TX  ^  ^  1644;  at  which  period  the'firft  ufurper^  again 
took  poOTeflion  of  it,  and  hare  kept  it  ever 
fincc. 

The  bufinefs  of  coIle(Eting  the   ambergreafc 

upon  the  coafts^  which  was  the  ^mufement  of  the 

4avages^  became  the  occupation  of  the  iirft  Edro- 

peans.  This  trifling  refource  was  foan  ei^haufted, 

and  no  o^her  was  fubftituted  to  it>  as  chefe  ought 

CO  have  been.    The  fettlemeQt  con(iaued  for  i 

long  time  in  a  laqguifliing  ft4tei    and  it  hach 

been  but  lately  perceived^  that  the  cotton  whid 

^rew  upon  this  territory  was  the  bed  in  the  New 

.World*     The  culture  of  this   plant    incrcafe 

daily ;  and  for  fome  years  paft  that  of  rice  hth 

^faeen  joined  to  it»  though  it  be  ;of  an   inferior 

qu^ity  to  the  rice. of  the  Levant^  and  even  to 

that  of  North  America.    Several  attlcmpts  have 

been  made  to  produce  fiik  there )  but  the  climate 

hath  been  found  totally  unfit  for  it«     The  pro- 

je£t,  however,  of  enriching  the  countly  by  the 

culture. of  indigo,  fcems  to  pronciife  much  fuc- 

cefs.    The  fined  arnotto  of  the  Brazils  is  already 

gathered  there* 

The  part  of  the  colony  firft  peopled  was  the 
ifland  of  Saint  Louis^  which  is  ieven  leagues  long 
and  four  broad,  and  which  is  feparated  from  tAe 
continent  only  by  a  very  fmall  river.  There  is 
a  town  of  the  fame  nahfie  in  it,  where  all  the  trade 
h  tranfa(Sted,  although  it  hath  a  bad  harbour* 
Some  cultivations  ire  carried  on  there  1  but  the 
mod  confiderable  are  on  the  continent^  upon  the 
rivers  of  Ytapicoric,  of  Mony^  of  Iquara,  of  R^ 
dare,  and  of  Meary, 
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1m  the  fame  government,  and  towards  the  bacS: 
of  the  province,  is  the  country  of  Paulchy,  where 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul  penetrated  in  157 1.  It 
was  not  conquered  without  much  difficulty,  and 
is  not  yet  entirely  fubdued  on  the  Eaftern  fide. 
It's  foil  is  uneven  and  fandy,  though  exceedingly 
elevated.  It  is  inhabired  by  fhepherds.  Upon 
this  foili  which  is  covered  with  faltpetre,  they 
rear  a  confidcjfaWe  number  of  h^rfes  and  horhed 
cattle,  vwhich  arc  fold  to  tolerable  advantagcf  in 
the  neighbouring  countries  5  b^t'^h^  flieep  dege- 
nerate there,  as  well  as  in  the  reft  of  the  Brazils, 
cxcepr  in  the  Coritibe.  Unfortunately  the.  two 
frequent  droughts,  ahd  the  exceffiv^c  heats,  very 
often  deftroy  whole  f!ocks,  when  fufficiertt  at- 
tention is  not  paid  to  lead  them  in  time  todift^nt 
paftures.       - 

The  mines  of  fulphur,  alum,  copperas,  iron, 
Icacl^  arid  antinwfry.,  are  very  common,  and  very 
fupcrficial,  in  thefc  mountains,  and  yet  none  of 
them  havQ  been  opened.  Pcrmiffion  was  indeed 
given,  in  1572,  to  work  the  filver  one  which  had 
been  difcovercd  three  or  four  years  before :  but 
very  foon  after  the  court  retraced  this  permif- 
fion,  for  reafons  that  are  not  fcnow'n  to  us. 

This  governnient  confifts  of  eight  thoiifand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  white  men,  feven- 
teen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty»four  Ne- 
groes, or  free  Mulattoes,  and  flaves;  and  of 
thirty-eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- fe- 
ven  Indians,  either  fcattered,  or  aflfembled  in  ten 
villages.  The  exportations  have  not  as  yet  been 
equal  to  this  degree  of  population.     Their  value 

2  was 
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was  little  more  than  6  or  700,000. lirrcs*j  but 
iince  the  monopoly  hath  been  aboliihedy  it  mod: 
become  more  confiderable.  v 

State  of  Thb  provincc  which  follows  that  of  Maragnan, 

ttentof  *    and  which  is  called  Fernambu^ciii   was  ibrmed 
out  of  four  privai;e  eftates. 

!F$rnambucca  itfelf  wad  ^i^en^  ]n  15271  ta 
Edward  Coelho ;  and  was  reuniltd  to  the  crown 
as  a  cpnqueft^  after  the  Dutt€h  had  been  driven 
from  it  in  1654;  v    .     . 

.  The  bi(borian  D)e  Barros  obtained  tbb  drftrid 
of  Paraibd  from  Johrt  111.,  but. he  Degkftedthc 
peopling  of  it.  Somt  vagabonds  #cnt.  orer  in 
1560,  and  in  1591  were  fubdvrcd'  by  the  French, 
who  were  foon  obliged  to  cvakruatpe  kj  Philip  III 
caufed  a  city  to  be  credited  tpon  this  royal  do- 
main, which  is  at  prefent  know'n  by  the  nanoc  of 
NoCre  Dame  de  Neves.  .   '^  . 

The  property. of  Rio- Gramky  a  diftrid  ^if^hkh 
had  'till  then  been  entirely  ncjgltftcd,  was  ceded 
to  Emanuel  Jordati  in.  16541  The  fliipwrcck 
of  this  enterprizing  mani  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  reftored  to  the  hands  of  governmenf, 
lands,  which'  Wire  foon  after  dulttvited  by  hme 
individuals*  * 

It  is  not  kndw'^  at  what  time^  o^r  to  whom) 
Tamaraca  had  been  granted  5*  bet  it  became  a  na- 
tional poffefltpn  agai^v  foon  after  the  elevation  o( 
the  houfc  of  Braganza  to  the  throne  of  Portugal. 

This  flourifhing  gbvernmen^  is  at  prefent  fi<r- 
rounded  by  the  river  Su  Fpancii,  and  by  fevcral 

^  From  25,000^.  to  29,1661.  i|s.  4;d. 
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branches  of  the  Gordeleras.  The  coafts  afFord  a  *  ^J*  ^ 
fmall  quantity  of  cotton.  In  no  country  of  thefe 
regions  fugar  is  to  be  found  in  fuch  great  perfec- 
tion as  upon  thofc  plains,  which  are  well  watered* 
The  mountains  are  covered  with  hoi'ned  cattle* 
which  fupply  a  great  quantity  of  leather;  This 
diftrift  alonc.iurniflies  the  Brazil  wood. 

Th^s  tree  which  it  is  taken  from  is  not  perfedlly 
know'n  by,  the  botanifts.  It  is>  ho\7ever>  be- 
lieved, that  it  is  in  fbme  refpeds  analagous  to  the 
brefilUt  of  the  Antilles,  and  to  the  tara,  or  poin-* 
ciana  fpinofa  of  Peru.  Thofc  who  have  dcfcribed 
it  affirm,  that  it  is.  tall,  very  branchy,  and  co- 
vered with  a  brown  bark  full  of  thorns.  It's 
leaves  are  cempofed  of  a  common  cofta,  which 
lupports  from  four  to  fix  other^coftaj,  furriilhed 
with  two  rpws  of  fmall  green  leaves,  Ihining^  and 
rcfennbling  the  leaves  ot  box.  l*he  floWers,  dif- 
jpoicd  in  ciurters  towards  the  extremity  of  the 
branchesi  are  fmall,  and  rhoi-e  odoriferous  thail 
ihbfc  of*  the  lilly  :  they  have  a  cilix  with  five  di- 
Vifionsj^  ten  ftarhina,  and  five  petals^  four  of 
"Which  ai^e  ydldWi  and  the  fifth  is  of  a  beatitiful 
red  coloun  Their  piftil  becorhes  an  obldrig  flat- 
tened pod,  duck  full  of  pbintSi  and  filled  with 
fome  red  (eedsi 

The  bajk  of  this  tree  is  fo  thick,  thdt  the  wood 
Is  reduced  almoft  to  nothing  when  (Gripped  of  it. 
This  w6od  is  very  fit  for  works  df  tiirriery,  and 
takfcs  a  good  polifli  :  but  it's  principal  ufe  is  in  the 
red  dye,  where  it  fupplies  the  place  of  double  the 
quantity  of  logwood.     The;  moil  arid  foils,  and 

Vol,  IV*  G  g  th^ 
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*  ^x?  '^  ^^^  ^^^  craggy  rocks^  arc  the  places  which  itf 
chiefly  delights  in. 

The  trade  of  this  wood  is  n^onopc^^d^.  and 
it  belongs  to  the  Queen's  houfehold.  The  firfl 
dealers  in  this  article  agreed  to  receive  annually 
in  the  magazines  of  government,  where  it  is  dc- 
polited,  thirty  thoufand  quintals  of  it^  at  joT 
livres  *  the  quintah  It  was  difcovered,:  after  fc- 
yeral  experiments^  that  this-quantity  wftj  not  con- 
fumed  in  EuropCj  and  they  we^  obliged  to  take 
so  more  than  ,  twenty  thoufand  quintaisy  but  it 
was  raifed  to  40  livres  t  the  quintal.  Such  is  th* 
prefent  contraft,*  which  is^  in  the  hands  of  two- 
Englrflimen  fettled  rn  Portugal.  They  give 
800,000  livres  ^  for  the  wood  with  which  thtf 
are  furnifhed,  and  fell  it  at  Li&on  h^  for 
i,coo,ooo  livres  §t  The  cxpences  they  are  at 
amount  to  128,006  livres  H;  and  therefore  the 
profits  arc  72,000  livres  f . 

The  population  of  Fcrnambucca  confifts  of 
nineteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-five  white 
men,,  thirty-nine  thoufand  one  hundred  thirty* 
two  Negroes^,  or  Mulattoes,  and  thirty-three 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  Indians. 
There  are  four  harbours  fit  to  receive  dnall  vef-» 
fels.  That  where  the  Ihoal  is,  which  is  the  port 
of  Olinda,  can  admit  larger  (hips  y  but  they  are 
^  neither  conveniently  titrated  nor  in  fa&ty..  ^ 

^  il.  5»#  +  rl.  138,  4d. 

t  33»333^-  6«.  8d.  §41,6661;  15s.  fiJ. 
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The  iflahd  of  F^rn^do  de  >Ioroi|ha  is  at  fixty  ^  ^^j^  ^ 
leagues  diftance  frbtn  thefe  coafts  of  Fernam-  W'  \^>««j 
bucca;  but  it  is  uoder  it's  dependence.  The 
Portugueze,  who  had  at  firft  fettled  there,  fooA 
Forfbok  it 5  but  in^  1738,  the  court,  of  Lifb^n, 
iqlpcfting  that  the  French  Eaft  India  Company 
imeant  to  take  pofieifipn  of  itj^  built  feyen  forts 
there,  con ftruSed  with  great  ffcill.  They;  are  pro- 
vided with  artillery,  and  defended  with  a^arrifo^ 
of  regular  troops,  which  is  relieved  every  fix 
months.  There  are  no  other  inhabitants  but  a  few 
exiles,  a  fmall  number  of  very  indigent  Mjefteesi 
and  the  Indians  who  are  employed  in  the  public; 
labours.  Though  thjs  foil  be  deep  and  good| 
tio  kind  of  cultivation  hach  ever  |ucceedcd  thcrej 
becaufe  the  rains  do.  not  fall  for  three  or  four 
years  together.  ,From  the  month  of  December 
till  the  month  of  April,  turtles  are  the  only  food  ^ 
after  that  time  they  djfappear,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants havjp  no  refource  but  in  the  provifions  fent 
from  th^  continent.  There  are  two  harbours  for 
foreign  veffels,  in  the  iiland,  where  ihips  of  all 
rates  are  in  fafety^  when  North  and  Weft  winds 
do  iiot  prevail. 

'  The  government  of  Bahia  is  inclofed  by  the.ri-  state  of    . 
Vcr  St.  Francis  on  the  North,  by  the  river  Doc^  U^enf  JF' 
on  the   South,  and  by  the  river  Preto,  one  of  ^*^*' 
the  arms,  of  the  Green  River,  on  the  Eaft.     It 
confifts  of  the  captainftiip  of  Xegcrippe,  the  re- 
volutions of  which  are  not  know'n  to  us ;  of  th^ 
captainlhip  of  Itheos,  of  which  George  de  Fi- 
gueredo  was  deprived,  after  it's  deftruftion  by  the 
Aimores  Indiansj  of  the  captainfiiip  of  Porto  Se^ 

tJ  g  1  guro. 
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•  ^x?  ^  S"**^*  which  returned  to  the  crown  after  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  family  of  the  Tourinhos  j  and  of 
the  country  of  Bahia^  which  was  never  a  private 
property. 

&AN  Salvador,  the  capital*  of  this  fettkment, 
was  for  a  long  time  that  of  all  the  Brazils.  The 
way  to  it  is  by  the  bay  of  AH  Saints,  which  is  two 
leagues  and  a  h^W  broad  at  the  entrance.  On 
each*  fide'  ftands  a  fortrefs,  intended  rather  to  pre- 
vent landing,  than  to  hinder  (hips  from  pafling 
by.  It  is  thirteen  or  fourteen  leagues  in  length, 
and  interfperfcd  with  Kttle  iflands,  which  arc  full 
of  cotton  trees,  and  form  an  agreeable  profpcft» 
it  grows  narrow  towards  the  bottom,  which  is 
ibeltered  from  every  attack,  and  rhafces  an  cxcel- 
knt  harbour  for  the  mod  numerous  fltets.  The 
townr  commands  this  harbour,,  being  builr  on  the 
flope  of  a^ftcep  hiil. 

ThU.  city     contains*    twa   thoufand    houfes, 
which  arc  moft  of  them  built  with  great  magni- 
ficence.   The  furniirure  here  is  the  more  rich  and 
elegant,  as  extravagance  in  difefs  is  ftri^fly  prohi- 
bited.   By  a  very  old  law,  ^hieh  hath  often  been 
broken,  and  which  extends  to  the  New  WorW 
fince  the  year  1749,  the  Portuguezc  are  forbid- 
den to  wear  any  gold  or  filver  ftafiV,  or  any  laced 
clothes ;    but  their  paflion  for  (hew,   which  no 
laws  can  eradicate,  hath  induced  them  to  con- 
trive   fomr  fiibftitute,    and    to    wear   diamond 
croflfes,  medals,  and  chaplcts,  or  beads,  the  rith 
cnfigns  of  a  poor  religion.   The  gold  they  cannot 
wear  themfelves,.  they  lavilh  to  adorn  their  do- 
meftic  (laves. 

A* 
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As  the  fituation  of  the  town  will  not  admit  of  ^  ^^  ^ 
x:oaches>  the  ricb>  who  will  always  be  diftinguifhed 
fronri  the  vulgar^  have  contrived  to  be  carried  in 
cottton  hanamocks.  Supinely  ftrctchcd  upon  vel- 
"vet  cuihions^  and  furrounded  with  Hlken  curtains^ 
"which  they  open  and  ikutat  pleafure^  thofe  proud 
and  lazy  mortals  move  about  niore  voluptuoufly;, 
though  with  lefs  expedition^  than  in  the  moft 
^eafy  and  elegant  capriag^. 

The  women  "fcldom  enjoy  this  luxury.     Thefe 
people,  who  are  fuperfthious  to  a  degree  of  fanar 
ticifm,  wiH  hardly  allow  them  to  go  to  churchy  co- 
vered with  their  cloaks,  on  high  feftivals  i  and  na 
•one  is  fuflfered  to  fee  them  in  their  own  houfes.  This 
reftrairrr,  which  k  the  efFeft  of  an  ungovW'nablc 
jcaloufy,  doth  not  prevent  them  from  carrying  09 
intrigues,  tboiflgh  they  ace  fure  of  being  ftabbed 
to  death  upon  the  daghteft  fufpicion*    By  a  lenity 
more  judicious  than  our's,  a  girl  who,  without 
her  mother's  confent,  or  even  under  her  protec- 
tion, yields  to  the  importunities  of  a  lover,  is 
treated  with  lefs  fevcrity,     B'Ut  if  the  father  can- 
iiot  conceal  her  infamy  by  dilpofing  of  her  in 
marriage,  he  abandons  her  to  the  fcandalous  tcade 
of  a  courtezan.    Thus  it  is  that  riches  bring  on  a 
train  of  vices  and  corruption,  efpecially  when  they 
are  acquired  'by  bloodibed  and  murder^  and  are 
not  preferved  by  labour. 

The  want  of  fociety,  confequent  upon  the  fc^ 
paration  of  the  fcxes,  is  not  the  only  in>pedime«|: 
to  the  pleafures  and  enjoyments  of  life  at  Ba1iia« 
The  hypocrify  of  ibme,  the  fuperftition  of  others  i 
avarice  within,  and  pompous  parade  without ;  exr 
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*  ^^  ^  trcmc  rffcminacyj  bordering  upan  extreme  cruel- 
ty, in  a  climate  where  all  the  ieafations  arcquid^ 
and  impetuous ;  the  diftruft  that  attends  weaVp* 
nefs;  the  indolence  that  trufta  e?ery  thing  to 
Haves,  whether  ic  relate  to  pleafure  or  bufinefs ; 
all  the  vices  that  are  to  be  fouxid>  either  ieparateljr 
or  coUcftively,  in  the  m6ft  corrupt  fouthern  couo- 
tries,  conftitute  the  charafter  of  the  Portugueze  at 
Bahia.  However,  the  deprayity  of  their  manners 
feems  to  decreafe,  fince  t-bey  are  become  rather 
-more  enlightened.  The  acquifitjo^  of  know^ 
lege,  the  abufe  of  which  will  fometimes  CQrrupt 
'virtuous  natioDS|  may  refine,  if  not  refornn,.a  de- 
generate nation ;  ic  will  at  leaft  make  crimes  kfs 
frequent,  will  caft  a  varnifli  of  elegance  over  cor« 
ruption,  and  will  introduce  an  hypocritical  kind  of 
urbanity,  and  a  contempt  for  the  grofler  vices. 

Though  San  Salvador  be  no  longer  the  f:apital 
pf  the  Brazils,  yet  the  pcoviace  is  ft^iU  the  mo£(: 
populous  of  the  colony*  It  coafifts  of  thirty* 
nine  thoqfand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-four 
white  men,  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  and  twenty-r 
four  Negroes.  It  (hares  with  the  other  colonies 
the  culture  of  fugar,  CQtton,  and  of  fpn^e  other 
productions  i  and  hath  the  advantage  over  tben^ 
of  the  fifhery,  and  qf  tobacco. 

Thf  whalc-fifliery  hath  been  very  anciently 
eftabliflied  in  the  Brazils,-  All  the  Portuguese  of 
the  Old  and  of  the  New  World  had  enjoyed, 
from  it's  firft  rife,  the  natural  rights  of  this 
fifliery  i  but  it  hath  been,  for  a  long  time  p^ft, 
fubjedled  to  an  exclufive  privilege,  purchafed  by 
^  company  formed  ^  l^ifbpi^i  whofc  fhips  arc 

freighted 
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fwghted^at  Bahia.  It-s  attnual  produce  confiibj  *  ^jj^  ^ 
at  preieUfSy  of  three  thoofand  five  hundred  and  ^  ■  V  "^ 
•thirty  pipes  of  oti^  whic|i^  at  the  rate  of  175 
Jfcvres  ♦  cfee.pipe,  afi^)0u|i&  t^^ij^^^o  livresf)* 
.and  of  two  tboufand  and  ninety  quintals  of  whale* 
>bone^  whichj  at  :the  rat0  of  %£0  livres  j:  the  quin- 
ta]>  an^iint  m  3x31500  livresjl*  Thefe  two 
iums  added  -togGther,  aoiount  to  pjiirftso  livres  |» 
The  monopolieers  give  to  government  300*000 
Itvres**.-  Their  expencea  do  not  expced  268>75o 

livres  tt^  *^  ^^^^^  profits,  amount  to  2^62^500^ 
iivres  J  J-, 

This  hraridi  of  induftrymuft  be  entirely  given 
tip^  unkis  it  be  innifnediaidy  put  upon  a  different 
iaoting.  Nothing  but  a»  unlimited  freedom  of 
trade  can  poilibly  fuftain  the  competition  of  the 
American  traders^  whofe  adivity  hath  already  ex- 
itcnded  itfelf  as  far  as  thofe  diftant  fea^  and  (lill 
4>eyond  thcna.  The  court  of  Ufbon  ought  evejn 
^o  encourage^  by  all  poffible  means^  the  whale- 
liftiery  in  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  arid  in  the 
other  iflands  near  the  binning  (hores  of  Africa^ 
which  arc  at  prefenic  So  ufelcfs  to  them. 

Though  moft  of  the  countries  of  Brazil  fur- 
n\(h  a  fmall  quantity  of  tobacco,  it  ma^y  be 
faid,  that  this  article  hath  not  become  an  objetSt 
.of  confcqucnce  any  where,  except  at  Bahia,  It 
^thrives  in  a  Ipacc  of  pinety  leagues,  aod  in  th* 

•  7I.  5  s.  »o<L  t  25.740 1.  II.  8d* 

J  6L  5».  Jl  13,0621.  10^. 

%  38,802  L  IS.  8d  •*  12,5001. 

H  II $19^^*  8i.  4d.  Jt  151  Ji4^-  3«-  48- 
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■  °^  ^  dtftrift  of  Cachoeira  ftill  better  than  in  any  other 
place.  This  produdion  had  for  a  long  tithe  been 
enriching  the  province,  when  the  taxes  with 
which  it  wa$  loaded,  on  it's  exportation  from 
Portugal,  raifed  it's  price  fo  high  as  to  prevent 
the  conftimption  of  it.  There  was  fo  little  dc-^ 
mand  for  it  in  foreign  markets,  that  in  I77j» 
the  cargoes  of  it  did  not  exceed  eight* and- twenty 
thoufand  quintals.  The  year  following,  the 
duties,  which  amounted  to  27  livres  12  iols^ 
per  hundred  weight,  were  fupprcffedi  and  this 
cultivation  immediately  recovered  it's  former » 
profperity.  The  colonift  then  received  for  this 
commodity  32  livres  16  folsf  per  quintal,  hi^ 
ftead  of  I  a  livres  10  fols:|:,  which  he  received 
before. 

Ten  thoufand  quintals  of  inferior  tobacco  are 
fent  annually  from  the  Brazils  to  the  coafts  of 
Africa,  which  being  purchafed  in  the  colony, 
itfelf,  even  at  the  rate  of  1 8  livres  %  per  hundred 
weight,  bring  in  180,000  livres  ||.  Fifty-eigh^ 
thoufand  five  hundred  quintals  are  fent  into  For* 
tugal,  which,  at  their  firft  entranf:c  into  th? 
country,  ar^  fold.fpr  40  livres  f  the  hundred 
weight;  the  total  yalue  of  wl^ich  is  2,340,000 
livres  **,  and  the  twq  fqnis  put  together,  amount 
to  2,520,000  liyres  ft* 

EvBRY  fpeculator  is  allowed  to  purc.hafe  th^ 
tobacco  that  is  conveyed  to  the  niother- country  i 

I  15  »•  II  7.500I.  f  il.  13  s.  4^»'  ■ 

^*  f7>5oel«  tt  ios>9^^1« 
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but  It  muft  be  depofited  in  a  public  warchoufe,  ;®  ^^^  ^ 
where  it  pays  two  fols  fix  dcriicrs  *  per  quintal  to 
the  government  for  ftore-room.  From  this  ware- 
houfe  is  taken  that  quantity  of  tobacco  which  the 
kingdom  is  not  in  wapt  of^  and  which  is  to  be 
difpofed  of  to  foreign  nations.  Genoa  purchafes 
that  of  the  beft  quality,  Spain,  as  well  as  Por- 
tugal, confumcs  only  the  fecond  fort^  and  Ham- 
burgh is  fatisfied  with  the  moft  inferior  kind  of 
tobacco.  It  is  tt>is  which  is  alfo  purchafed  by 
the  French,  and  other  navigator^,  who  are  in 
yfznt  of  it  for  their  Negro  trade. 

The  purchafcr  freejy  applies  to  the  merchanta. 
in  whom  he  confides;  but  the  court  of  (Madrid, 
who  neyer  have  any  tobacco  bought  but  for 
faioaking,  ufually  employ  only  one  agent,  to 
whom  they  pay  fpr  it  at  the  fate  of  nine  fols  f  the 
pound. 

Portugal,  Madeira,  apd  the  Azores,  where 
the  tobacco  is  equally  monopolized  by  the  crown, 
dp  not  confume  annually,  for  fmoaking,  more 
than  feven  hundred  thoufand  weight  of  it,  which, 
at  the  rate  of  five  livres  J  the  pound,  muft 
^Tiount  to  3i5ao,ooo  liyres  ^5  ^nd  \n  fngfi^,  only 
five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  pounds, 
which,  at  the  rfite  of  feven  livres  ten  fols  | 
per  poundi  muft  produce  3,960,000  livres^;  fo 
that  the  whole  ampunt  of  this  article  is  7,480^000 

•  About  five  farthings.  t  4i  d- 

,J  4s.  2i»  .  f  146,666.1.  13s.  4d. 

Jl  6  8.  5d.  f  165,000! 
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*  ^n  ^  *^^^^^  *•  '^^^  government,  however/  docs  h« 
i^-y— /  receive  more  than  5,4819250  livrcs  f*  The 
remtinder  of  the  fum  is  expended  ia  die  purcbaie 
of  materials,  the  expences  "of  preparing  the  to- 
iaiacco,  and  the  profits  of  the  people  who  farm 
it. 

TftE  fnuff  which  is  confumed  in  Africa,  and 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  is  Kkcwife  under  the  yoke  of 
inonopoly  5  but  it  is  the  queen's  revenue.  She 
receives  450,000  livres  J  for  one  hundred  and 
flfty  quintals,  which  are  annually  fent  to  thofe 
diftant  regions;  cxcluflve  of  the  profits  which 
muft  arife  from  the  fale  of  the  pepper  that  is 
lent  from  Goa  in  exchange, 
stBicofthe  The  government  of  Rio  Janeiro  almoft  totally 
2f  Wo"j*-  occupies  the  long  coaft,  which  commences  at' the 
river  Doce,  and  ends  at  that  of  Rio  Grande  of 
St«  Peter;  and  in  the  inland  countries,  it  is 
bounded  only  by  the  enormous  chain  of  moun- 
tains which  extends  from  Una  to  Minas-Geraes. 
It  has  abforbed  the  captainfhips  of  St.  Efprit,  of 
Cabofrio,  and  of  the  South  Paraiba,  granted  by 
government  at  different  periods,  and  which  have 
faMtn  in  again  in  (everal  ways  to  the  domains 
of  the  crown. 

The  cultures  remained  for  a  long  time  in  a 
languid  ftate,  in  this  fpacious  and  beautiful  pro- 
vince :  but  they  daily  acquire  fome  importance. 
Tobacco,  indeed,  is  neither  better,  nor  in  greater 

•  311,6661.  13s.   4d.  t  228,3851.  8$.  4d» 

I  18,7501. 
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plcxity>  than  it  mas  fbraierly  1  but  for  thefc  tlrce  *  ®^  ^ 
y€9rs  pad  the  fugarrcanes  have*  multiplied  tberei 
.and  more  efpeciallyin  thb  pkihsof^Guatacazcs* 
.Twekre  modern  plantations  of  ci(ceUeBt  In^igo^ 
-jsinnounce  a  more  oonfiderable .  number,  and  a 
SOlcrzblc  quantity  of  coffee  hath  been  brought 
from  thence  by  the  laft  Ihips^  The  fouthern  di«* 
^xi&s  of  thecolonji,.  as  far  as  flio  Grande,  furt- 
niih  a  great  many  hides,  fome  Hour,  and.  TCiy 
good  fait  provifipni.  Th^e  are  fourteen:  or 
j&Oeen  different/ kiad^  of  wood  for  dying,  which 
will  foon  be  cut  down  i  and  feven  or  eight  forts 
of  gxinnis,  which  will  at  laft  be  gathered.  Two 
plants  were  difcovered  at  BjUiia,  about  twenty- 
years  ago,  which  are  koow'n  by  the  bam^s  o£ 
Curuata,  and  Tocum,  and  which  might  be  em- 
ployed for  fails  and  cordage.  A  fhiall  ffirub, 
infinitely  more  fit  for  thefe  purpofes,  hath  been 
lately  difcovered  on  fhe  territory  of  Rio  Janeiro^ 
-^nd  is  very  common^  It  is  fbmetimes  whitc^ 
fometimes  yellow,  and  fometimes  purples  but 
the  fird  of  thefe  colours  is  the  bed. 

Thsr3^  is  no  deficiency  of  hands  for  the  carry** 
ing  on  the  labours.  The  province  reckons 
forty-fix  thqufand  two  hundred  and  fcvcnty-one 
white  men  ;  thirty- two  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-fix  Indians,  and  fifty- four  thoufand  and' 
pinety-one  Negroes. 

The  riches  that  are  produced  by  the  labours 
<of  thefe  men,  cither  free  or  flaves,  are  carried  to 
Hio  Janeiro,  formerly  the  capital  of  all  the  Bra- 
jils,  and  the  place  of  the  Viceroy's  refidcncc. , 

f»  It 
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•  ^^  ^  Jt  is  one  of  the  fincft  harbours  that  is?  know'n  s 
though  narrow  at  it's  beginning,  it  widens  grar 
dually.  Ships  of  all  denominations  enter  it  with 
cafe^  from  ten^  or  twelve  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
*till'the  evening,  and  are  carried  m  by  a  regular 
and  moderate  fea  breeze.  It  is  fpacious,  fafe^ 
and  convenient.  It  hath  an  excellent  bottom  of 
fnud,  and  five  or  fix  fathonl  of  water  in  everjr 
part. 

It  was  ftrfl:  difcovered  in  1515  by  Dias  de  Solis. 
Son^e  French  Proteftants,  who  were  perfecuted 
in  their  own  country,  made  a  fmall  fettlemenc 
there  under  the  guidance  of  Villegagnoo.  This 
iettlement  confided  only  of  fiftttn  or  twenty  huts^ 
made  of  boughs  and  covered  over  with  grafs^ 
-after  the  manner  of  the  favages  in  thofe  parts. 
Some  fmall  bulwarks  that  were  eredted  for  plant** 
ing  of  cannon,  occafioned  the  name  of  Fort 
Coligni  to  be  given  to  it.  It  was  deftrbycd  three 
years  after  by  Emanuel  dc  Sa«  who,  in  a  fertile 
foil,  under  a  beautiful  iky,  and  at  the  foot  of 
feveral  mountains,  which  arc  difpofed  in  form  of 
an  amphitheatre,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  city, 
which  is  become  famous,  fince  fomeconfiderable 
mines  have  been  difcovered  in  it's  neighbourhood. 

This  city  is  the  grand  ftaple  of  the  riches 
which  flow  from  the  Brazils  to  Portugal,  and  the 
harbour  where  the  fined  fleets  deftined  for  the 
iupply  of  that  part  of  the  New  World  put  in* 
Befide  the  treafures  that  this  continual  circulation 
muft  produce,   3,000,000  livres  *  remain  there 

•  125,000!, 

every 
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every  year  for  the  cxpences  of  goycrnmcnt,  and  5  ^^^  ^ 
A  much  larger  fum,  when  the  miniftry  of  Lifbon 
think  it  fuitable  to  their  fyftcm  of  politics  to  have 
men  of  war  built  there, 

^  A  i-owN,  where  bufinefs  is  fo  confiderable  and 
fd  conftanr,  muft  have  been  fucceflhriety  c»larged 
and  peopled*  Mod  of  the  citizens  live  rn  hotjfes 
two  ftories  high,  built^with  frecftoncy  or^bricks, 
covered  with  tolerably  fine  flate,  and  ornamented 
with  ar  balcony,  ftfrroonded  with  lattices.  It  is 
at  thcfe  balconies  that  the  wonfiew,  either  by 
themfclvcs,  or  attended  by  thtrr  flaves,  make 
their  appearance;  it  is  from  thence,  that  they 
caft  flowers  on  the  men  whom  they  choofc  to 
diftihguifh,  and  upon  thofe  whom  they  wiih  to 
frtvite  to  the  mod:  intimate  conne£tion  between 
the  two  fcxes.  The  (Ireets  are  large,  and  even, 
terminated  by  a  chapel,  whiere  the  people  fiitg 
hymns  every  evening  before  a  fai-nt,  npvagnifi«i 
cently  habited,  and  fixed  up  in  a  gilded  nitch. 
Well  illuminated*,  and  covered  with  the  cleareft 
mirror.  There  is  no  public  edifice  worthy  of 
attention,  except  a  large  aquedu£t>  which  con« 
vcys  the  water  from  the  neighbouting.  heights, 
and  the  mint.  The  churches  arc  all  gloomy^ 
low,  and  overcharged  with  ornaKjents,  executed 
without  tafte. 

The  moral's  are  the  fame  at  Rio  Janeiro  as  at 
Bahia,  and  in  all  the  mine  countries.  Similar 
thefts,  fimilar  treafons,  fimilar  revenges,  and 
fimilar  excefles  of  all  kinds  prevail^  and  with 
equal  impunity. 

It 
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HrfO^o^K  .,Itp  )iai}h  properif  been  faid,  th^t  gold  wasxhd 
i^qvefcntajtiv^  ]0.f  all  kinds  of  riches  i  bu(  it  might 
jbarc  been  addedjjthae  it  w^$  liktwife  therepre*^ 
ientative  of  happinefs  and  misfgrtune^  of  almoffc 
^11  the  vices>  and  of  almoft.  all  the  virtues :  .for 
ivhac  good  or  bad  adion  c^QOt  be  dope  bjr 
means  of  gold  t  It  cannot  therefore  be  furprizing 
that  nothing  fhould  be  a  check  upon  us,  in  out 
attempts  to  obtain  fo  important  an  objed!  It 
cannot  be  furprilingi  that  when  obtaiiied,  i; 
flboiild  become  the  fource  of  the  moil  fatal 
abuJ^Si  and  that  thcfe  abufes  ihould  be  multiplied 
1/2  proportion  to  the  vicinity,  aqd  to  the  abund-^ 
aace  of  this  precious  and  pernicious  metal. 

Thjb  fituation  of  the  city,  k  ^wcnty-twd  dt^ 
grees^  twenty  minutes  of  fouthern  latitude,  placed 
it  at  fuch  a  diftahce  from  the.Oid  WOrld>  that  it 
Plight  have  been  prefumed  m^der^te  fortifkar 
tions  only  would  be  required  for  it's  defence  j 
but  as  the  teitiptation  for  attackkig  it  might 
become  greater^  in  proportion  tp  the  increafe  of 
it's  richesj  it  Was  thought  proper  to  add  to  thf 
works.  Thcfe  were  already,  very  confiderable^ 
when  Du  Guay  Trouin  took  \t  in  171I1  with 
fuch  intrepidity  and  ftcillj^  as  redounded  mi^ch  to 
his  honour,  and  was  a  great  addidon  to  the  fame 
he  had  already  acquired.  The  new  fortifications 
that  have  fince  been  added  to  thofe  the  French 
had  maftcrcd,  have  not  made  the  town  more  inv- 
pregnable,  as  it  may  be  attacked  on  other  fide^^ 
where  the  landing  is  very  prafticable.  If  gold 
can  make  it's  way  into  brazen  towers  through 

iron 
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iron  gates,  much  more  will  ity)n  break  down  the  ^  9^^^  ^ 
gates  thsFt  defend  gold  ahd  diamonds.     And,  in«* 
deed,  the  court  of  Lifbbn  ^aii  not  thougbc-  it 
fufficient  to  fortify  Rio  Jai^iro^ 

Iw  the  government  of  Rio  Janeiro^  v?c  n^et 
with  the  idand  of  St.  Catherine ;-  nine  leagues  ia 
lengthy  and  two  in  breadch,^  and  fepiirated- from 
the  continent  by  a  n^rrov^  channels  Tho«gfc  the 
land  be  not  lowy  it  }s  not  (een  at  a  Ai&^nccy  be^ 
caufe  it  is  fiiaded  by  the  neighbtHn-itig  mountam 
^n  the  continent.  Navigator*  find  therd  a  per* 
petual  fprkigy  excellent  water^  great  plenty  of 
wood,  a  variety  of  delkioui  fruits,  vegct^lc» 
which  are  ib  weleome  to  failors,  and.  a*  pure- 
air,  except  in  the  harbour,  f  wfcbre  the  hills  ioten' 
cept  the  circulation  of  air,  and  imke  k  conftaniljf 
damp  and  uriwhokfome^ 

TowATiDs  the  year  1654,  tfhe  court  of  Lifborr 
gave  Saint  Catherinre  to  Francis-  Dras-Velho,  ih 
the  fame  manner  as  the  other  countries  ih  Bras?l 
had  been  ceded.  This  captaiw  waa  feiJled  by  ai> 
£ngH(h  pirate  f  and  his  inland  became  the  refuge 
of  vagabonds.  Thefc  adventui*ers  ackrtowleged, 
in  a  vague  manner>  the  aiKhoricy  of  Foptugal^ 
but  did  nM  adopt  the  ejicltfive  fyftem^  of  tbac 
ftate.  They  admitted  indiforiminately  the'Aij* 
of  all  nations  that  were  failing  to  the  SoutbSeas, 
or  to  India,  and  gavechem  their  oxen^  their 
fruits^  their  pulie^  and  all  their  produ^tioms,  in 
exchange  for  arms^  branc^y^:  Itnen^  and  wearing 
appareK  Befide  their  contempt  for  gold,.thoy 
&ewed  aa  indiffcrenGc  for  all  the.  conveniences 

that 
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*  ^x^  ^  ^^^^  nature  did  not  fupply  them  with,  which 
would  have  done  honour  to  a  virtuous  people. 

The  fcum  and  refufe  of  civilized  bodies  may 
fometimes  form  a  well  regulated  focicty*  The 
iniquity  of  our  laws,  the  unjuft  diftribution  of 
property,  the  miferies  of  want,  the  infdlence  and 
impunity  of  wealth,  and  the  abufq  of  power, 
often  make  rebels  and  criminals.  If  we  colleffc 
together  all  thoie  unfortunate  men,  who  are  ba**- 
ntflied  from  Ibciety  by  the  too  great  rigour,  and 
often,  the  injufticc  of  the  laws;  and  give  theoFi 
an  intrepid,  generous,  humanci  and  enlightened 
chief;  we  ihall  make  thefe  profligate  inen  be^ 
come  honeil,  tra&able,  and  ratioiiah  If  their 
necelTicies  urge  them  to  war,  they  will  become 
conquerors  i  and  to  aggrandize  themfelves  they 
will  violate  the  rights  of  nations,  though  ftridlob- 
fervers  of  their  own  reciprocal  duties :  fuch  were 
the  Romans.  If,  for  want  of  an  able  leader,  they 
be  left  to  chance  and  natural  events^  they  will  be 
n)ifchievous,  rcftlefs,  rapacious^  unfettled,  for 
ever  at  war,  either  among  themfelves  or  with 
their  neighbours :  fuch  were  the  Paulifts.  Laftly^ 
if  they  can  more  eafily  live  upon  the  natural  fruits 
of  the  earth,  or  by  agricuhurc  and  trade,  than 
by  plunder  i  they  will  contract  the  virtues  proper 
to  their  fituation,  and  the  mild  inclination^  that 
arifc  from  a  rational  love  of*  eafe*  .  Civilized  by 
the  happinefs  and  fccurity  of  an  honeft  and  peace- 
able life,  they  will  refpeft  in  others  thofc  rights 
which  they  themfelves  enjoy,  and  will  barter  the 
fuperfluities  of  their  produce,,  for  the  conveniences^ 
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of  other  nations  t   Tuch  were  the  people  ^hp  had  ^  9^^  ^. 
laken  refogc  at  St.  Catheriii'c's* 

They  lived  with   freedom   and  tranquillityi 
When,    towards  the  year   1738,    it  was  thought 
proper  to  give  them  an  adminiftration,  to  fend 
them  troops,  and  to  furround  their  harbour,  which 
was.  one  of  the  beft  in  America,  with  forcifica- 
tions.      Thefe   meanis  of  defence   have   draw'n 
upon  themi    in   1778,    the  arms  of  Spain,  and 
have  hotprefervcd  them  from  an  inVafioni    Sincfe 
iTiey  are  returned  under  the  dominion  of  their 
former  matter,  in  confequence  of  the  reconcilia- 
tion between  the  two  crowns,  they  have  acquired 
the  cochineal,  from  which  ihcy  cxpeft  great  ad- 
Vantages  in  future. 

Th:e  town  of  St.  Paul  is  thirteeh  leagues  di- 

ftant  fborh  the  ocfcan,  in  a  delightful  climate,  and 

in  the  midft  of  a  country  equally  favourable  for 

the  productions  of  the  twd  hemifpheres;     It  was 

built  about  the  year   15^0,  by  the  malefaflors 

with  which  Portugal  had  infefted  the  coatts  of 

the  New  World.     No  fdbner  did  thefe  villains 

perceive  that  it  was  intended  to  fubjefl:  them  to 

fom'e  fyftfem  of  police,  than  they  abandoned  the 

ftiores  upon  which  they  had  been  cad  by  chance, 

and  took  refuge  on  fome  diftant  fpot,  where  the 

power  of  the  laws  could  not  reach  them*     A  fitu- 

ation  which  a  fmall  number  of  men  could  defehd 

againft  a  greater  number  of  troops  than  could  be 

fcntagainft  them,  infpired  them  with  the  the  bpld- 

nefs  of  determining  to  be  their  own  mafters;  and 

their  arhbicion  was  crowned  with  fuccefs;     They 

Vvfere  recruited  and  multiplied  by  other  bandirti^ 

Vol.  IV.  Hh  khd 
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•  ^x^  ^  ^^^  ^y  ^^^  dcfcendents  proceeding  from  their 
connexions  with  the  women  of  the  country.  le 
is  faid  that  all  travellers  were  ftriftly  forbidden  to 
enter  this  new  republic.  To  obtain  an  admit- 
tance, it  was  previoufly  ncccflary  to  promlfe  to 
fettle  there;  and  candidates  were  to  undergo  a 
fevere  trial.  Thofe  who  could  not  go  through 
that  kind  of  noviciate,  or  who  were  fufpeAed  of 
perfidy,  were  barbaroufly  murdered  i  as  were 
likewifc  all  who  (hewed  any  inclination  to  quit 
the  fettlemcnt. 

A  FURE  air,  a  ferene  Iky,  a  very  temperate 
climate,  though  in  the  24th  degree  of  South 
latitude,  and  a  land  abounding  with  corn,  fugar, 
and  excellent  pafturcj  all  thefc  circumftances 
confpired  to  induce  the  Paulifts  to  lead  a  life  of 
indolence,  cafe,  and  effeminacy  j  but  that  rcft- 
{elfnefs  fb  natural  to  refolute  banditti;  that  defire 
of  dominion,  which  is  nearly  conncfted  with  a 
love  of  independence ;  the  advances  of  liberty, 
which  Icaid  men  to  wifti  for  glory  of  fomc  kind 
or  other,  and  to  diftinguifli  themfelvcs ;  perhaps, 
all  thef^  motives  combined,  prompted  them  to 
forego  an  eafy  life,  and  to  engage  in  hazardous 
and  trotA^Iefome  excurfions. 

Thby  over-ran  all  the  inland  parts  of  the  Bra- 
2ils,  from  one  extremity  to'  the  other.  All  the 
Indians  who  refilled  them  were  put  to  death; 
fetters  were  the  portion  of  cowards  5  and  feveral 
of  the  inhabitants  hid  themfelves  in  the  moun* 
tains  to  avoid  flavery,  or  death.  It  would  be 
impofliblc  to  enumerate  the  devaftations,  cruel- 
ties,   and  enormities,   of  which  thefc  atrocious 

i  .  men 


tptn  were  guilty.    In  t^c  midft  df  thefe  hbrrorsi  .^  ^^^  .^ 

howeveri  _  fome  polonies  were  forming  tinder  a 

municipal  government,  which  may  be  confidered 

as  the  origin  of  all  the  fettltments  Portugal  is  at 

^prcfentjn  poffeffion  of  in  thofc  territories;  Thcfc 

fmall  republics^  detached^  in  fome  meafurei  frpni 

the  great  one,   gradually  yielded  to  the  intrea- 

.ties  that  were  made  ufe  of>   in  order  that  they 

\.(hould  be  fubjeded  to  an  authoHty  which  they 

^  had  never  entirely  difavo¥^d ;    andj  iii  procefs 

.  of  time,  the  Paulifts  fubmitted  to  the  crown  iii 

th&fame  manner  as  the  other  fubjefts. 

That  diftrift  then  became  a  govefnrlient  i   to 
which  were  added,  the  captainfhips  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, and  of  St.  Amaro,  which  had  bfceh  given 
to  the  two  brothers,  Alphohfo  and  ^ecer  Lopes 
.  de  Soufa,  their  two  towns  having  been  deflroyed 
by  pirates.     This  arrangement,  for  which  it  is 
.  difficult  to  afUgn  a  caufe,  divides  the  province 
.  of  Rio  Janeiro  in  two  partst 

Thb  country  of  .St.  Paul  does  lipt^at  prefcnt 
confift.of  more  than  eleven  thoufand  and  ninety- 
three  white  men,  thirty-two  thoufand  onfe  hundred  . 

•  and  ,twenty-Iix,  Indians^  and  eighty-fevcn  Ne- 
groes, or  Mulattoes.     It  fends  nothing  to.  Eu* 

.  rope  except  a  fmall  quantity  of  cotton,  and  it's 
inland  trade  is  confined  to  the  furniOiicig  of  Rio 
Janeiro  with  flour  and  fait  provifionSi  It  hath 
been  found  by  fome,  that  flax  and  hemp  would 
fuccecd  very  well  there  i  and  there  is  no  doubt 
of  it's  being  as  eafy  and  iftiportant  to  grow  filk 

.  in  the  country.     The  plentiful  mines  of  iron  and 

.  tini  which  are  fpund  between  the  rivers  Thedl:^ 

H  h  2  and 
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and  Mogyaflu,  in  the  Cordeleras  of  Paranari*- 
Piacaba,  at  the  diftancc  of  four  leagues  from 
Sorocoba,  might  alfo  be  worked  to  great  advan- 
tage. 

fhw  inland       '^"^  ^^^  proVinccs  wc  havc  juft  been  fpeak- 
fovern-        ing  of,  afe  fituated  along  the  coafts;  there  arc 
where  the     three' others,  ^tending  fronn   the  Weft  to  the 
fttttlTted."*     Eaft,  which  otcup/,  in  the  centei"  of  the  Bra- 
/  zils,  the  large  plain  fronfi  which   all  the  rivers 
fpring,  thaft  empty  themfeli^es  into  the  Par*aguai, 
mro  the  Amazon,  and  into  the  Ocean.     It  it  the 
moft  elevated  fpot  of  Portugueze  America,  and 
is  fillecf  with  mountains,  running  in  various  di- 
rections.    Gold  is  found  almoft  throughout  the 
>Vhole  of  it,  for  which  reafon  it  is  called  the  mine 
co'untry. 

The  rfioft  Important  of  thefe  rich  governments 
is  knbw*n  by  the  name  of  Minas  Gcraes*.  It  reckons 
ihir'cy-five  thoufand  onfc  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  white  men,  twenty-fix  thoufand  and  ft- 
venty-ff^e-  Indians,  and  one  hundred  and  eight 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fix  flaves%  It's  capi- 
tal is  Villa  Ricar 

JoVas,  the  capital  of  whieh  is  Villa  Boa,  con- 
tains eight  thoufand  nihe  hundred  and  thirty-one 
white  men;  twenty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  twenty-two  Indians,  and  thirty-faur  thou- 
fand one  hundred  and  four  Negroes. 

Matto  Grosso,  the  only  village  of  which  is 
Villa  Bella,  hath  not  yet  increafed  it's  population 
beyond  two  thoufand  and  thirty-five  white  men, 
four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-ftve 
Indiahs,  and  fcvcn  thoufand  three  hundred  ahdi 

fifty-- 
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^fiCty-one  flave^.    .It  is  the  moft  weftcrn  part  of  **^x? '^ 
the  Portugucze  dominion^.     It  is   bounded  by  ^^— v— ' 
the  Chiquitos,  and   by  the  Maxos,    who  were 
fubjedled   to  Spain   by   the  Jabours  of  the  Je-. 
fuits. 

The  knowlcge  of  the  gold  mines,  in  this  part  ^^^n  «f 
of  the  New  .World,  is  traced  to  much  more  dift-  mineifoujui 
ant  periods  than  is  generally  thought.  As  far  back  iS/,  Vhc 
as  the  year  1577,  the  Pauliftsdifcoveredfome  near  ""^f^'g*^ 
the  mountains  of  Jaguara  J    but  the  unfortunate  *«"• 
death   of  king  Sebaftian   fpon    occasioned    this.        '^  j t 
fource  of  wealth,    \yliich  at  that  timje  had  not  ^..^ 

been  of  any  great  advantage  either  to  the  ftate  or 
to  individuals,  to  be  forgotten. 

In  the  heights  of  Jaco*bino,  in  the  diftrift  of 
Rio  das  Velhas,  new  mines  were  again  difco- 
vered  m  15^8^  and  to  as  little  effedl.  Philip  II.  //t  2' 
being  deterpfiined  to  contain  by  mifery,  people 
who  bore  the  Spanilh  yoke  with  too  much  im.- 
paticnce,  wquld  not  permit  them  to  be  worked*  ^ 

If  he  apparently  confented  to  this,  in   1603,  ijt         /L  f\  ^ 
was  with  a  refolution  to  prevent  it,  and  his  bafc        '     Jl*-^ 
Xucceflbrs  adopted  his  tyrannical  policy. 

The    fortunate   revolution    which,    in    164Q,  /Ci  ^ 

freed  the  Portugucze  of  their  fewers,    was  fol-  /.,_ 

lowed  by  long,  and  obftin^te  wars.  During  the 
courfe  of  this  violent  crifis,  the  attention  of  the 
nation  was  wholly  taken  up  in  the,deft;nce  of  it'* 
liberty,  and  the  miniftry  were  always  engaged 
in  looking  out  for  the  refources  of  which  they 
were  continually  in  want. 

The  (late  of  the  monarchy  began  to  be  fearched 
ir](to^    and  it's  improvement   to  be  thought  of; 

H  d  3  whcn^ 
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I     ..      .f  ^^  ^  when,  IP  1659,   chance  offered  to   (bmc  enter/ 

')  Vx    Vww^*^-^  prifing  men  great  treafures  in  the  province  rf 

/        \^  Minas  Gcraes.    The  gifts  of  bounteous  nature 

^'       ,^     V  were  no  more    difregarded;    and,     three  ycaq 

\^  ^^'  after,  the  court  of  Lilbon  foraied  the  fcttlement$ 

y^'^  that  were  ncccffary  to  fecufc  the  benefit  of  them. 

^abara,  Rio  das  Mortes^  Cachoeira>  Paracatu. 
po  Carmo,  Rio  das  Velhas,  Rio  Doce,  and' 
Auro  Preto,  arc  the  places  in  that  gorcrnmenf 
where  gold  hath  been  fuccefllvely  found,  and] 
where  it  is  ftill  difcovered  at  this  day<, 

The  mines  of  Goyas  were  not  difcovered  'till 
^  \q        '       17261    they  are  fituatcd  in  the  diftricts  of  San 

Felix,  Mcia  Pont^,  0,^anado,  Mocanibo,  and 
Natividade, 

^^  f  In  the  year  173^,  new  ones  were  found  in  the 

^']  >  ^  province  of  Macto  Groflb,  at   St.    Vincent,  z\. 

t^"'"  Chapada,    ^t    St.    Anne,    at    Cuiaba,    and  a; 

Araes. 

Beside  thcfe  countries,  which  are  called  by 
preference  the  Mine  Regions,  the  mines  of  Jaco- 
bino,  and  df  Rio  das  Contas,  are  worked  in  tk 
government  of  Bahia,  as  are  alfo  thofe  of  Par- 
pagua  and  Tibogy,  in  the  government  of  St. 
Paul  \  but  neither  of  them  arc  very  abundant. 

The  cxtraftipn  of  gold  i?  neither  very  labo- 
rious, nor  dangerous,  in  thofe  parts  of  theNe^v 
World.  It  is  foipetimcs  on  the  furface  of  the 
foil,  and  this  is  the  pureft  kind :  aqd,  ^t  other 
times,  it  i$  neceflary  to  dig  for  it  to  the  depth 
pf  three  or  four  fathoms,  but  feldom  lower.  A 
Jayer  of  fandy  earth,  know'n  in  the  country 
fjy  ^he  oam^  of  Saihro^    thep  ufualljr  inforn^^ 
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the  miners  that   it  would  be  ufelefs  to  (cuch  ^ ^^,S  ^ 
any    further.     Although,  in  general^  the  veins 
that   are  regular^    and  in   the  fame    direction, 
be    the    richeft,    it    hath   been   obfcrved,    that 
thofe  fpaces,    the  furface  oif  which    was  moft 
fpangled  with  cryftals,    were   thofe   which   fur- 
nifhed    the    greateft    plenty    of   gold.      Ic   is 
found  in  larger  pieces  upon  the  mountains,  and 
barren  or  ftony  rocks,  than  in  the  vallies,  or  on 
the   borders  of  rivers.     But  whatever  place  i{ 
may  have  been  gathered  in,  it  is  of  three-and- 
twenty  carats  and  a  half  on  coming  out  of  the 
mine,  unlefs  it  be  njixcd  with  fulphur,    fiilver^ 
iron,  or  mercury,  a  circuoiftance  that  is  com- 
mon only  at  Goyas  and  Araes^ 

Every  man  who  difcovers  a  mine,  mull  givfi 
notice   of   it  to  government.     If  jhe  vein   be 
thought  of  little  confequence,  by  perfons  of  the 
art  appointed  to  examine  it,  it  is  always  given 
up  to  the  public.     If  it  be  declared  to  be  a  ricb 
vein,  the  government  relervc  a  portion  of  it  to 
themfelves.     Another  fhare  is  given  to  the  com- 
mandant 'p  a  third  to  the  intendant,  and  ^wo  (hare's 
are  fecured  to  the  difcoverer;  the  reft  is  divide^ 
amongfl:  all  the  miners  of  the  diftri<^^  in  pro- 
portion to  their  circumftances^  whi^h  are  deter- 
mined by  the  number  of  their  flayes..    The  difi- 
putcs  which  thi«  fpecies  of  property  may  give  rife 
to,  are  under  the  cognizance  of  the  intendant^ 
but  an  appeal  lies  from  his  decrees  to  the  fupreme 
court  eftahlifhed  at  Lifbon,  under  th^  ritle  of 
CQUjncil  dVuiremr. 

H  h  4  Thi 
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The  miners  arc  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  kingj 
the  fifth  part  of  the  gold,  which  they  extraft  by 
operations  more  or  lefs  fuccefsful.  This  fifth  wa^ 
formerly  confiderable,  as  it  exceeded  9,ooo,ocQ 
of  livres  *  annually,  frqm  the  year  1728  to  17.141 
/v>'Ji  but  it  hath  fince  gradually  decreafeJT'iLtjgr^nt 
-■ —  the  annual  produce  of  Minas-Geracs  amount^ 
pnly  to  18,750,000  livres  t;  that  of  Goyas  to 
4,687,500  livres  J;  that  of  Matto  Groflb  to 
i>3i2>530  livres  II J  and  that  of  Pahia  and  Sc, 
Paul  together,  only  to  1,562,500  livres  §.  This 
makes,  upon  the  whole,  2C,3ia,Coo  livres  €, 
of  which  the  government  receives  5,062,500 
livres  **.  The  duties  for  the  working  of  the  gold 
into  fpecie  yield  1,647,500  livres  ft  >  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 
rate  of  2  per  Cent,  they  get  393,000  livres  J  J  for 
the  conveyance,  which  is  executed  by  their  fhips, 
of  all  the  gold  that  belongs  to  trade  5  fo  that 
upon  the  25,312,500111!  which  the  mines  pro- 
duce, the  miniftry  take  7,103,000  livres  §§.  They 
would  even  receive  fomething  more,  if  to  th^ 
amount  of  about  600,000  livres  fl^f ,  were  not 
.annually  fmuggled  without  paying  the  two  laft  ^ 
mentioned  taxes. 

•  375,0001.  f  781,2501. 

t  I95>3i2l.  los.  II  54,687!.  los. 

§  65,1041.  38.  4 d.  ^  1,054,687].  IPS. 

••  210,9371.  10 s.  tf  68,6451.  16  s.  8d. 


Jt    16,3751.  nil    1,054,6871.    IDS. 

i§  295>95^1-  6s,  8d.  f5l25,cool. 


«  « 
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The  amount  of  all  the  metals  conftantly  cir^ 
culating  in  the  Brazils  is  not  computed  pc  more 
than  20,000,000  livres  *• 

« 

The  firft  political  writers  who  turned  their 
thoughts  towards  the  difcoveries  made  in  this  re- 
gion of  the  New  World,  did  not  hefitatc  to  fore-? 
tel,  that  the  difference  of  value  between  gold  and 
filver  would  be  diniinifhed.  The  experience  of 
all  countries  and  of  all  a^cs  had  taught  ihem,  that 
though  many  ounces  of  filver  had  always  been 
given  for  an  ounce  of  gold,  becaufe  mines  of  the 
former  had  always  been  more  common  than  of  the 
latter,  yet  the  yalue  of  both  metals  had  varied  in 
every  country,  jn  proportion  to  the  abundance  of 
cither. 

In  Japan,  the  proportion  of  gold  to  filver  is  a^ 
pne  to  eight  j  in  China,  as  one  to  ten  ;  in  other 
parts  of  India,  as  one  to  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen 
or  fourteen,  as  we  advance  further  Weft, 

The  like  variations  are  to  be  met  with  in  Eu- 
rope. Jn  ancient  Greece,  gold  was  to  filver  as 
one  to  thirteen.  When  the  produce  of  all  the 
mines  in  the  univerfe  was  brought  to  Rome,  the 
miftrefs  of  the  wprld^  the  moft  fettled  proportion 
was  one  to  ten.  It  rofe  as  far  as  one  to  thirteen 
under  Tiberius.  Numberlefs  and  infinite  varia- 
tions are  to  be  met  with  in  the  barbarous  ages.  In 
a  word,  when  Columbus  penetrated  into  America, 
the  proportion  was  lefs  than  one  to  twelve. 

The  quantity  of  thefe  metals,  which  was  then 
{)rought  from  Mexico  and  Peru,  not  only  made 

them 
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»  P^^^.'^-thcpfi  more  common,  but  ftill  increafed  the  value 
i--y>^i.»;  of  gold  above  filver,  as  there  was  greater  plenty 
of  the  latter  in  thofc  parts.  Spain,  that  was  of 
courfe  the  beft  judge  of  the  proportion,  fettled  it 
as  one  to  fixtecn  in  the  coin, of  the  kingdorhj 
and  this  fyftem,  with  Ipmc  flight  variations,  was 
adopted  throughout  E^irope. 

This  proportion  ftill  exifti ;  but  we  have  no 
rcafon  on  that  account  to  contradift  thofe  who 
had  foretold  that  it  would  alter.  If  gold  hath  fal- 
len  but  little  in  the  markets,  and  not  at  all  in  the 
coin,  fince  the  Brazils  furnilh  a  great  quantity  of 
it,  this  is  owen  to  particular  circumftances,  which 
do  not  afFeft  the  principle.  A  great  deal  of  gold 
is  now  ufed  for  fetting  of  jewels,  and  for  gilding, 
which  has  prevented  the  price  of  it  from  fall- 
ing fo  much,  as  it  would  have  done  if  our  fafhions 
had  not  altered.  It  is  this  fame  fpirit  of  luxury 
that  hath  always  kept  up  the  price  of  diamonds, 
though  they  are  grow'n  more  common. 

iTiffory  of  At  all  timcs  men  have  afiFcfted  to  make  a  parade 
InrncsTf."  of  their  riches,  either  becaufe  they  were  originally 
X'bIzL  ^^^  reward  of  ftrength,  and  the  mark  of  power  ^ 
Remarks      or  bccaufc  they  have  every  where  obtained  that 

iB}><.'ri  the  ....  ».•*•** 

fwtuTcof      regard,  which  is  due  only  to  abilities  and  virtue. 

^'  °"*'  A  defire  of  attradting  the  attention  of  others^ 
prompts  a  man  to  ornament  himfelf  with  tb^ 
choiceft  and  moft  brilliant  things  nature  can  fup- 
ply.  The  fame  vanity,  in  this  refpcft,  prevails 
among  the  fayages  as  in  civilized  nations.  Of  all 
the  lubftances  that  reprefent  the  fplendour  of  opu- 
lence, none  is  fo  precious  as  the  diamond ;  nor  hath 
^ny  beep  of  fuch  value  iq  tr^de,  or  fo  ornamental 
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infociety.    Our  women  arc  fometimes  dazzling  ^^^^^^  ^ 
with  them.     It  (hould  fecm  as  if  they  were  more-  ^j:   v'  ""^ 
anxious  to  appear  rich  than  handfomc.     Are  they 
flot  then  fenfible,  that  a  neck  and  an  arm  cle-* 
aantly  turned^  are  a  thoufand  times  more  attraS:^ 
in<*  when  uncovered,  than  wheft  they  are  con- 
cealed under  jewels  ?  that  the  weight  of  their  ear- 
rings disfigures  their  cars  ?  that  the  luftre.  of  the  ' 
diamond  only  dimjnilhes  that  of  their  eyes  ?  that 
this  expcnfivc  drcfs  is  rather  a  fatire  upon  their 
huibands  or  their  lovers,  than  an  encomium  upon 
their  charms  ?  that  the  Venus  de  Medicis  hath 
pothing  but  a  plain  bracelet?  and  that  he  who 
only  admires  in  a  fine  woman  the  brilliancy  06 
her  jewels,  is  a  man  devoid  of  tattc  ? 

Th5re  arc  diamonds  of  all  colours,  and  o£ 
every  (hade  of  the  feveral  colours.  The  diamond 
hath  the  red  of  the  ruby,  the  orange  of  the  hyan^ 
cinth,  the  blue  of  the  fapphire,  and  the  green  o( 
the  emerald,  This  laft:  is  the  moft  fcarcc  and  the 
deareft  when  it  is  of  a^  beautiful  tint*  The  rofe 
diamonds,  blue  and  yellow,  are  the  next  in  va-j 
Jue.  The  yellowifh  and  the  blackiih  are  lea{| 
cfteemed,  Tranfparency  and  clearnefs  are  the  na^ 
tural  and  ^ffential  properties  of  the  diamond,  to 
which  art  hath  added  the  brilliant  and  fparkling 
luftre  of  the  fcvcral  faces. 

The  diamond  i$  a  cryftalized  ftone,  of  the  form 
of  an  octohcdron,  more  or  lefs  well  (hapcd.  It's 
furfaces  are  in  the  (hape  of  a  pyramid,  either  long 
or  flat ;  but  it's  folid  angles  are  never  fo  clearly 
ppr  fo  regularly  terminated,  as  they  appear  in  the 

other 
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^  ^x^  ^  other  cryftalizcd  ftones^  and  efpecially  in  the  rock 
cryftal. 

But  this  does  not  prevent  it's  cryftallizatioQ 

from  being  regular  in  the  infide.      Xhisftoneis 
compofed  of  fmall  layers^  exceedingly  tbin>  and 
fo  clofely  joined  cogether'as  tp  form  a  Tiaiooth  and 
brilliant  furface,  even  at  the  parts  where  they  are 
broken.     Notwithftanding  this  ycry    dole  con- 
nc&ion  between   the  elen>ents  of  cryftallizarion 
ip  the  diamond,  it  can  only  be  polifhed  by  find- 
ing out  the  difpofition    of  the   layers  in    their 
tranfverfe  diredion,  at  the  point  where  the  ex- 
treme end  of  one  layer  lies  over  the  other.  With- 
out this  precaution,  the  lapidaries  would  not  fuc* 
ceed,  and  the  diamond  would  not  take  the  po- 
lifli,  as  is  always  the  cafe  with  tbofe  which  they 
call  veiny  diamonds^  in  which  thcfe  extremities  arc 
not  uniform,   and  in  the  fame  direftion.     The 
diamond-cutters  compare  the  compofition  of  thefc 
ftones  to  the  arrangement  of  the  fibres  of  wood 
in  the  knotty  parts,  where  they  intcrfcft  caci 
oxher  in  every  diredipn. 

The  diamond  is  fuperior  to  any  other  precious 
ftoney  in  it's  luftrc,  it's  fire,  and  it's  folidicy.    To 
thefe  advantages  are  added  thofe  of  being  more 
eleftrical,  of  receiving  a  greater  quantity  of  light, 
when  gently  warmed  by  the  fire,  or  expofcd  to 
the  rays  of  the  fun,  and  of  retaining   this  light 
longer  than  other  bodies,  when  it  is  afterwards 
placed  in  the  dark.     Thefe  properties,  and  per- 
haps likewife  fome  imaginary  qualities,  have  in- 
duced natural  philofophers  to  think,  that  thp  dia- 
mond 
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triond  was  formed  of  a  more  purie  fubftancc  than  ^  ^^^  ^ 
any  other  ftone.  Several  pcrfons  have  even  ima- 
gined it  contaihed  fome  of  that  primituve  adami* 
tical  earth,  which  hath  been  {6r  fo  long  a  time 
the  objed  of  fo  many  laborious  inquiries  and  ex- 
travagant fpectilations* 

Thjs:  hardnefs  of  the  diafnond  fuggefted  the 
idea  of  it's  being  impoffibie  to  be  deftroyed,  even 
by  the  moft  intenfe  fire;  arid  thi$  opiniort  ap- 
peared to  be  very  well  founded^'  .  Natwithftand- 
ing  this,  the  analogy  upon  this  point,  deduced 
from  other  ftones,  and  «fpecially  from,  thofe  that 
are  compofed  of  quartz,  which  dd  not  undergo 
any  akerAtion  by  fire,  was  never  more  defeftivc 
than  in  this  inflance. 

There  are  no  accountis  of  the  diamond  having 
been  fobmitted  to  the  aiftion  of  fife  previous  to 
the  year  1694  and  1695',  when  the  celebrated 
Averani  expofed  one  to  the  focus  of  a  burning- 
glafs,  for  the  information  of  his  pupil  John  Gaf- 
ton  de  Medicis.    The  celebrated  natural  philofo- 
phers  of  thofe  times,  who  affifted  at  this  experi- 
ment,  beheld  with  aftoniftiment  that  the  dia- 
mond was  exhaled  in  vapour,    and  difappeared 
entirely,  while  the  ruby,  of  a  Icfs  compaA  tex- 
ture than  the  diamond,  only  grew  fofterj  and 
while  other  precious  (tones,  of  a  ftill  fofter  texture, 
did  not  experience  fuch  confiderable  alterations. 
This  fingular  experiment  was  repeated  upon  fe- 
veral  diamonds  with  equal  fuccefs  ;  but  the  in- 
tenfenefs  of  the  fire  employed,  was  a  convincing 
proof  that  it  could  not  have  been  done  by  any 
Other  means.  Thcfe  firft  experiments  w«re  buried 

in 
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B  o^o  K  in  oblivian^  till  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Fran- 


cis!* who  repeated  them  at  Vienna;  expoling 
.diamendf  >  and  other  precious  ftpnes^  to  the  usofl: 
intenfe  fire  of  a  furnace.  The  refuk  was  a  con- 
firmacion  of  the  fa&j  that  diamonds  are  dellroyed 
with  the  greateft  eafe  by  fire,  while  other  pre- 
cious ftones^  even  thofc  of  the  fofceft  kind,  are 
.  at  molt  byt  (lightly  affefted. 

.TiiE.fa£tS|  thojigh  well  attefted,  appeared  fo 
extraordinary,  and  were  fo  contrary  to  the  re- 
ceived prqudices,  that  they  funk  again  intp  obli- 
vion. Though  recorded  by.  the  cotemporary 
/  writers,  they  were  neverthelefs  cither  unknow'n, 
oc  denied  by  thofe  who  had  not  been  witneifesi  of 
them. 

At  length  M«  Darcet  und<irtook  in  France,  in 
«  ^75"^^  to  expofe  the  diamond  to  the  fame  heat 
:  as  porcelain.  After  he  had  fatisBed  himfelf  of  the 
truth  of  the  experiments  made  in  Geroiany,  he 
communicated  them  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
and  afterwards  repeated  them  in  the  midfl:  of  Pa* 
ris,  in  order  that  they  might  be  eftablifhed  with 
all  poflible  authenticity.  As  this  able  philofo- 
pher  hath  fince  varied  and  combined  his  expe- 
riments, the  inconceilible  refult  of  them,  and  of 
thofe  that  have  been  made  after  him,  is,  that  the 
diamond  evaporates  and  burns  away  readily  in  the 
fire  and  in  the  open  air  i  and  that  the  complete  de<- 
ftru£):ion  of  it,  far  from  requiring  the  intenfe  heat 
which  it  had  been  expofed  to  before  his  time, 
fcarce  requires  the  degree  o(  heat  neccffary  to 
keep  fine  filver  in  fufion. 

Mr  £i4AQ£T 
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M,  DARCEt  hath  moreover  jprbved,  that  the  book. 
diamond  can  be  dcflrdycd,  not  only  in  the  open 
ain  but  likewile  in  crucibles  made  of  the  beft 
baked  porcelain,  and  hermetically  feale  J,  provided 
"the  crucibles'  be  put  in  the  Hre  of  large  glafs- 
houfes,  or  in  the  intenfe  fires  for  making  porce- 
lain, and  which  have  betn  long  kept  up. 

The  moft  adivc  m'enftruums,  fuch  as  alkaline 
falts  in  fufion,  and  the  iiiott  concentrated  mine* 
rals,  aflifted  even  by  the  heat'of  fire,  have  no 
effeA  upon  the  diamond.  Iv  is  not  afFefted  by 
thcijiaSion  j  it  does  not  mix  with  any  glafs  in  vi- 
trification; it  does  not  unite  with  any  fubftancc 
that  is  yet  know'n  j  and  thefe  qualities  are  equally 
common  to  the  diamonds  of  India  as  to  thole  of 
Brazil ;  to  the  white  diamonds,  as  to  thole  that 
arc  black,  or  coloured ;  to  the  perfc<5t  diamonds, 
and  to  the  veiny  diamonds,  which  cannot  be 
worked  • 

Such  are  the  particular  properties  of  this  fub* 
ftance,  which  is  hitherto  unparalleled  in  nature  i 
that,  although  it  poflcffes  all  the  external  appear- 
ances of  other  ftones,  it  hath  not  the  leaft  affinity 
to  them  in  the  nature  of  it's  compofition ;  that, 
notwithftanding  it's  excefllve  hardnefs,  it  is  the 
only  one  of  the  fpecies  which  doth  not  refill 
the  adlion  of  even  a  moderate  fire,  but  is  entirely 
dilTipated  by  it.  Thus  it  is  that  Nature,  in  her 
three  kingdoms,  difplays  an  infinite  variety  of 
furprifing  irregularities.  Sometimes  fhe  feems  to 
confine  herfelf  in  the  chain  and  fcale  of  beings,  to 
the  order  of  almoft  imperceptible  differences  ; 
and  fometimcs,  breaking  through  c^cry  kind  of 

fcries. 
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*  ^,5?  ^  fericsj  fhe  takes  a  fuddcn  flight,  leaving  an  im-^ 
menfe  void  behind  her^  and  fixes  two  diftant 
boundaries^  the  intervals  of  which  it  is  impofEble 
to  fill  up*  Thus  it  is  that  certain  vegetable^  al- 
ready enjoy  forhc  of  the  advantages  of  anirtial 
life  I  It  is  the  fame  thing  with  gold,  with  mer- 
cury, and  with  fulphur,  compared  to  other  mine- 
ral and  metalUc  fubftances.  It  is  the  fame,  in  a 
word,  vith  man,  who  leaves  all  other  animals  ac 
fo  great  a  diftance  behind  him; 

There  are  Very  few  diamond  mines. .  Till  of 
Lte  years,  we  knew  of  none  but  in  the  Eift-Iri- 
dies.  The  oldeft  is  on  the  river  Gouelf  that 
iffues  from  the  mountains^  and  falls  into  the 
Ganges.  It  is  called  the  mine  of  Solempour,  fronni 
the  name  of  a  village  built  near  that  part  of  the 
river  where  the  diamonds  are  found.  Very  few 
diamonds  have  ever  been  taken  out  of  it,  any- 
more than  out  of  the  Succadan,  a  river  in  the . 
ifland  of  Borneo.  The  chain  of  mountains  that 
extends  from  Cape  Comorin  to  Bengal  hath  yielded 
much  more. 

There  is  a  great  variety  irf  the  foil  frdm 
whence  the  diamonds  are  extrafted.  Several  of 
thefa  mines  are  fix,  eight,  and  fometimes  as  far 
as  twelve  feet  deep^  in  a  faridy  and  ftony  foil  i 
others  are  found  in  a  fpecies  ^f  ferruginous  mine- 
ral, where  they  are  fifty  fathoms  deep.  But  in  all 
parts  this  Angular  ftone  is  infulated,  arid  doth  riot 
feem  to  adhere  to  any  bafis,  or  to  any  rock.  It 
is  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  a  thin  pellicle,  rather 
opaque,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  diamond  itfclf- 
This  pellicle  is  commonly  covered  over  with  a 


ik  tkfe  EAST  AkO  WEST  INDIES.  481 

i 

cfuft  not  very  folid,  which  is  formed  by  the  fur-  ^  9.^  ^ 
rounding  earth  or  fand. 

The  Europeans,  except  d  few  inquiflfi^^e  tra- 
vellers, do  not  freqtient  the  mines  of  Indoftan; 
They  are  worked  by  the  nativesi  who  deliver  the 
diamonds  to  the  rich  Banyans,  who' carried  theirl 
formerly  to  Madrafs  j  but  who,  (ince  the  roads 
have  been  made,  begin  to  convey  them  to  Cal- 
cutta.    The  whole  of  this  branch  of  commerce 
is  almoft  entirely  fallen^  for  a  confiderable  time 
paft,  into  the  hands  of  a  few  Englifhmen,  who 
t^ade  on  their  own  account.    They  fort  the  flones 
of  different  weight,  and  of  different  qualities,  and 
put  them  into  proper  bags,  which  are  fealed  upi 
and  fold  in  London  with  their  invoice.  Reckoning 
the  fix  laft  years  as  one  common  year,  the  united 
value  of  all  thefe  diamonds  hath  amounted  an- 
nually to  3,420,000  livres  *.     To  this  eftimate^ 
which  only  comprehends  what  is  regiftered,  muft 
be  added  what  hath  been  concealed,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  duty  of  two  and  three  quarters  per  cent, 
which  muft  be  paid  to  the  India  Company. 

Among  thefe  diamondsj  there  was  one  found 
of  an  irregular  fhape,  and  which  weighed  193 
carats  when  cuti  It  was  the  property  of  an  Ame- 
ricani  who  refufed  to  cede  it  to  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia  for  the  fum  of  2,500,000  livres  f,  befide  a 
life  annuity  of  25,000  livres  J.  This  merchant 
met  with  no  purchaferj  and  thought  himfelf  very 
fortunate  when  Count  Orloff,  fome  time  afcer, 

*  142,560!.  '       t  104,1661,  13s.  4d. 

J  1,041  L  13  s.  4d. 

Vol.  IV4  I  i  renewed 
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the  offer  of  2,500,000  *,  but  without  the  an- 
nuity. In  1772^  Catherine  condefcended  to  ac-* 
cept,  on  her  feftival  day,  this  valuble  prefent  from 
the  hands  of  her  favourite. 

It  was  to  be  feared,  that  the  revolutions  which 
fo  frequently  fubvert  Indoftan  would  occaQon  a 
fcarcity  of  diamonds}  but  this  apprehenlion  was 
removed,  by  a  difcovery  which  was  made  in 
1728,  at  Brazil,  upon  fome  branches  of  the  river 
das  Caravelas,  and  at  Serro  de  Frioj  in  the  pro-^ 
vince  of  Minas-Gcraes. 

Some  Oaves,  cpndemned  to  fearch  for  gold, 
ufed  to  find  fome  little  bright  pebbles  mixt  with 
it,  which  they  threw  away  as  ufelcfs  among  the 
fand  and  gravel.  Antonio  Rodrigues  Banha  fuf- 
pcfl.ed  the  value  of  them,  and  communicated  his 
idea  to  Pedro  d' Almeida,  the  governor  of  the  coun- 
try. Some  of  thefe  brilliant  pebbles  were  fentto  the 
court  of  Lifbon,  who,  in  1730,  commiflioned 
d'Acunha,  their  minifter  in  Holland,  tohavethem 
examined.  After  repeated  experiments,  the  artifts 
pronounced  them  to  be  very  fine  diamonds. 

The  Portugueze  immediately  gathered  them 
with  fo  much  diligence,  that  the  Rio- Janeiro 
fleet  brought  home  eleven  hundred  and  forty-fix 
ounces.     This  plenty  leffened  their  price  confi- 

dcrablyi  but  the  meafurcs  taken  by  an  attentive 
miniftry  foon  made  them  rife  to  their  original  va*» 
lue.  They  conferred  the  exclufive  right  of 
fcarching  for  diamonds  on  a  few  wealthy  aflb- 
ciatcs ;  and  in  order  even  to  reftrain  the  avidity 

*  104^166].   13s.  4  d. 
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ct  the  company  itfelf,  it  was  ftipuUted  tHat  it 
fhould  employ  no  more  than  iix  hundred  (laves  in 
that  bufinefs.  It  hath  fince  been  permitted  to  in- 
creafe  their  number  at  pleafure,  paying  ico  fols* 
per  day  for  every  miners 

T  o  infurc  the  bufinefs  of  the  chartered  company, 
the  gold  mines,  which  wei*c  worked  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, were  in  general  Ihu tup;  andthofewho 
had  founded  their  expeftations  of  fortune  upon 
this  frequently  deceitful  bafis,  were  compelled  to 
turn  their  aftivity  into  fome  other  channel.  The 
other  citizens  were  fufFered  tq  remain  upon  their 
eftates ;  but  capital  punifhments  were  decreed  by 
the  law  agatnft  any  perfon  who  fhould  incroach 
upon  the  exclufive  rights  granted  to  the  com-* 
p^ny.  Since  the  fovereign  hath  fucceeded  to  the 
company,  all  the  citizens  are  allowed  to  fearch 
for  diamonds,  but  under  the  reftriftion  of  deli- 
vering them  to  the  agents  of  the  crown  at  the 
price  it  hath  ftipulated,  and  on  paying  twenty  per 
cent,  upon  this  fum. 

The  diamonds  that  arc  intended  to  be  fent 
from  the  New  World  to  the  Old,  are  inclofed  in 
a  caflcet  which  hath  three  locks,  the  keys  of 
which  ?r.e  feparately  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
chief  members  of  adipioi/lration;  and  thofe  keys 
are  depofited  in  aj^other  caflcet,  which  is  to  be 
{baled  with  the  vjc^rpy's  feaU  While  the  ex- 
clufive  privilege  fubfifted,  this  precious,  depofit^ 
on  it's  arrival  in  jEufope,  was  remitted  to  govern- 
ment, who  retained,  according  to  a  fettled  regu- 
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lation,  the  very  fcarce  diamonds  which  exceeded 
twenty  carats,  and  delivered  every  year,  for  the 
profit  of  the  company,  to  one,  or  to  feveral 
contraftors  united,  forty  thoufand  carats*,  at 
prices  which  have  fucceffivcly  varied.  An  en- 
gagennent  was  made  on  one  hand  to  receive  that 
quantity  i  and  on  the  other,  not  to  diftribute  any- 
more i  and  whatever  might  be  the  produce  of  the 
mines,  which  neceflarily  varied,  the  contract 
was  faithfully  adhered  to. 

At  prefent,  the  court  throws  fixty  thoufand 
carats  of  diamonds  into  trade.  Thefe  are  monopo- 
lized by  one  fingle  merchant;  who  gives  3,120,000 
livres*,  at  the  rate  of  25  livresf  the  carat  for 
them.  If  the  fmuggling  amounts  to  a  tenth, 
as  well  informed  perfons  fuppofe,  the  fum  of 
3i2,oco  livres  J  muft  be  added  to  the  fum  re- 
ceived by  government :  it  will  be  found  that  the 
produce  of  thofc  mines,  the  riches  of  which  there 
is  fo  great  a  propenfity  to  exaggerate,  doth  not ' 
amount  annually  to  more  than  3,432,000  livres  ||,. 
Thefe  rough  diamonds  are  purchafed  by  England 
and  Holland,  who  furnifh  them  to  other  nations, 
more  or  Icfs  well  cut. 

ThC  diampnds  of  Brazil  are  not  found  in 
quarries ;  moft  of  them  are  fcattered  in  the  rivers, 
the  courfe  of  which  is  more  or  lefs  frequently  al- 
tered. It  is  a  queftion  not  yet  decided,  whether 
they  be  formed  there,  or  whether  they  have  been  1 

carried  there  by  the  waters  which  empty  them- 
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felves  into  tliefe  rivers.  The  increafe  of  their  ^  ^^^  ^ 
quantity  in  the  rainy  feafons,  and  after  violent 
ftorms,  would  induce  one  to  believe,  that  they 
have  been  waflied  away  by  the  torrents  which 
have  detached  them  from  the  rocks  and  moun- 
tains. 

In  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  the  mines  arc 
fituated  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  equsftor; 
fome  of  them  in  the  firfl:  degrees  of  northern  lati- 
tude, and  others  in  the  correfpondent  degrees 
of  fouthern  latitude.  The  cruft  which  the  rough 
diamonds  are  furrounded  with,  is  thicker  in  the 
diamonds  of  Brazil  than  in  thofe  of  Indoftan ; 
and  it  is  an  eafy  matter,  or  at  leaft  poffible,  to  dif- 
tinguifh  them  in  that  primary  ftate.  But  the  moft 
Ikilful  lapidaries  are  deceived  in  them,  after  they 
have  been  once  cut  j  they  are  accordingly  of 
equal  value  in  trade  j  but  this  equality  is  to  be 
underftood  only  of  the  fmall  diamonds.  Moft  of 
the  American  diamonds,  beyond  four  or  five  ca- 
rats, have  blemiflies,  which  are  feidom  found  in 
thofeof  Afiaj  and  in  that  cafe  the  difference  in 
the  price  is  prodigious.  Some  artifts  are  likewife 
of  opinion,  that  the  latter  arc  harder,  and  more 
brilliant  than  the  former ;  but  this  opinion  is  not 
generally  received. 

Some  very  imperfeft  amethifts  and  topazes  are 
likewife  found  in  the  diamond  and  gold  country, 
as  well  as  fome  tolerable  fine  cryfolites.  Thefe 
precious  ftones  were  never  under  the  yoke  of 
monopoly  j  and  thofe  who  difcover  them  are  at 
liberty  to  difpofe  of  them  in  whatever  manner 
ihty  think  moft  fuitable  to  th^ir  intcreft,     Th^ir 
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*  ^ix?  ^  2innual  exportation,  however,  does  not  amount  to 
V-'I^rw    more  than  150,000  livrcs  *,  and  the  duties  which 
government  receives  from  them,  at  the  rate  of 
one  per  cent,  do  not  exceed  1500  Hvres  f. 

Mines  of  iron,  fulphur,  antimony,  tin,  lead, 
and  quickfilver,  are  likewife  found  in  thefe  rich 
countries,  and  in  fome  other  provinces  of  Brazil  i 
but  no  care  hath  been  taken  to  open  any  of  them. 
Copper  onljr  fecms  to  have  been  refufed  by-na-r 
?ure  to  this  vaft  and  fruitful  region  of  the  New» 
Hemifphcre. 
Prefent    ,        ^  COLONY  fo  intereftins  hath  been  ufeful  to 

i  ate  of  Bra-  ° 

*ii.  Portugal  in  fcveral  ways.     The  increafe  of  the 

public  revenue,  by  the  Brazils,  fcems  to  have  beea 
the  kind  of  advantage  which  hitherto  hath  moftly' 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  government.  The 
obligation  to  pay  for  the  tranfportation  of  the 
metals,  which  is  referved  for  (hips  of  war  i  the 
cxclufive  trade  of  diamonds,  the  fale  of  a  greac 
number  of  monopolies,  the  overloading  of  the 
cuftoms  J  fuch  are  the  principal  fourccs  of  wealthy 
which,  even  in  Europe,  an  infatiable  trcafury 
hath  opened  to  itfelf. 

These  vexations  have  been  carried  ftill  far- 
ther in  America*  A  fifth  of  the  profits  upon  gold 
and  diamonds  is  required,  which  amounts  to  6  or 
7,000,000  livres  J.  A  tenth  is  demanded  upon 
all  kinds  of  produftions,  which,  though  coUefled 
without  feverity,  amounts  to  2,873,000  livres  !(• 
The  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  purchafe  cruzades^ 

•  6,2501,  t  62  1.   lOS. 
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which  do  nor  exceed  160,000  livrcs  *•  A  duty  is  •  ^^P  ^  ^ 
alfo  exadted  upon  flaves,  which  amounts  to 
1,076,650  livres  f.  Another  for  the  rebuilding 
of  Lifbon,  and  for  public  fchools,  which  amounts 
to  385,000  livres  J  i  another  from  all  fubaltcrn  of* 
ficfersofjuftice,  which  amounts  to  153,000  livres|* 
Ten  per  cent,  is  likcwife  required  upon  every  im- 
port and  export,  which  may  yield  4,88  2,ocolivres§i 
and  1^124,000  livres  %  are  demanded  for  the  li-^ 
berty  of  conveying  to  inland  couptries  the  liquors 
and  the  commodities  that  are  brought  into  port. 
Government  hath  alfo  referved  to  itfelf  the  mo- 
nopoly of  fait,  foap,  mercury,  aqua  fortis,  and 
cards,  which  it.farms  out  for  710^,320  livres***. 

NoTwiTHSTANDiiio  all  thcfc  taxcs,  which 
bring  in  annually  18,073,970  livres  ff  to  the 
crown,  it  hath  (till  contra<5lcd  engagements  in  the 
Brazils.  It  owes  713,000  livres  J  J  to  Para> 
517,600  Bll  to  St,  Paul  and  to  Marto-Groflb, 
10,110,000  livres  §§  to  Rio-Janeiro  5  in  all 
ii>344j6oo  livres  ^%.  In  the  former  of  thefc 
governments,  the  debt  hath  been  occafioned  by 
the  recent  confl:ru6tion  of  fome  forts,  more  or  lefs 
neceflary  j  and  in  the  latter,  by  the  wars  which 
were  obliged  to  be  carried  on  againft  the  Guaranis 
in  1750,  and  by  thofe  which  it  hath  been  requifite 
to  fuftain  againft  Spain. 

•  6,6661.  13  s.  4d.  f  44,H6ol.  8  s.  4d, 
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Ok  the  other  hand,  in  1774,  the  Brazils  were 
indebted  to  the  merchants  of  the  mother-country 
to  the  amount  of  15,165,980  livres  *.  This  was 
at  leaft  the  opinion  of  a  man  who  hath  attendee} 
moft  to  this  great  fettlement,  ^nd  hath  ac- 
quired the  beft  information  concerning  it. 

Foreign  The  colony  hath  formed  fome  commercial  in- 

oTBr^zii!^^  tercourfe  with  feveral  countries  of  the  globe.  For- 
merly the  ftiips  which  returned  from  the  Eaft  In- 
dies to  Portugal  ufed  to  put  in  there,  an^  to  dif-t 
pofe  pf  part  of  their  cargo.  This  intercourfe 
hath  been  interrupted  in  latter  times,  for  reafons 
with  which  we  are  unacquainted,  but  which  can-? 
not  be  good  ones. 

The  Weftern  Goad  of  Africa,  from  the  Cape 
de  Verd  Iflands  to  beyond  the  country  of  Angola, 
is  more  than  pver  frequented  by  the  Brazilian  nar 
vigators ;  and  thofe  of  Rio-Janeiro  have  begun, 
not  long  ago,  to  trade  on  the  northern  coaft. 
Veflels  are  employed  in  thefe  voyages  which  are 
built  in  the  colony  itfelf,  and  which  are  not  of 
lefs  than  fixty  tons  burthen,  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  and  forty.  The  crew  is  either  entirely  or 
moftly  compofcd  of  Negroes  and  Mulattoes.  It 
is  for  the  working  of  the  mines,  and  for  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  lands,  that  this  great  exertion  is 
[  made*  It  is  evident  from  fome  very  authentic 
iiiemorials  which  are  now  before  us,  that  for 
thefe  eight  years  pad,  fixteen  thoufand  three  hun- 
flred  and  three  flaves  have  been  carried  off  froni 

•  631,9151.  j6s,  8  d> 
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thefe  unfortunate  Ihores  every  year,  Thcfe  flaves,  *  ^^  ^ 
at  the  rate  of  31a  livres*,  one  with  another, 
muft  hive  coft  5,161,536  livres  f*  They  have 
been  paid  for  with  the  gold,  the  tobacco,  the 
rums,  and  the  cottons,  which  come  from  Brazil  5 
and  with  the  glafs  manufadlures,  the  mirrors,  the 
ribbands,  and  feveral  kinds  of  toys  brought  from 
purope. 

The  connexions  of  the  colony  with  the  Portu* 
gueze  iflands  are  maintained  for  another  pqrpofe^ 
It  receives  annually  from  Madeira,  by  means  of 
eight  or  nine  fmall  fhips,  to  the  amount  of 
400,000  livres  :j;  in  wine,  vinegar,  and  brandy; 
and  from  the  Azores,  by  means  of  four  or  five 
more  veffels,  to  the  amount  of  610,000  livres  § 
in  liquors  J  to  which  are  added,  linens,  fait  pro- 
yifions,  and  flour.  The  agents  of  this  trade,  lad^ 
themfelyes,  in  return,  with  thofe  produftioqs  of 
]Brazil,  the  exclufivp  property  of  which  the  mo- 
ther-country h^th  not  referved  to  itfclf.  Thefe 
feveral  branches  of  trade  united,  do  not  carry 
^way  annually  more  than  to  the  amount  of 
2,271,009  livres  j|,  of  the  prodi^dion  of  the  co- 
Jiony, 

Almost  all  the  riches  of  this  vafl  region  of  the 
JsTew  World,  are  carried  into  Portugal,  From 
the  year  1770  to  1775,  they  amounted  annuallv 
to  the  fum  of  ^6,049,290  livres  f".  Gold,  dia- 
monds,   four  hundred  ^nd  forty- three  thoufand 
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quintals  of  fugar,  fifty-eight  thoufand  five  hun-« 
dred  quintals  of  tobacco;  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  quintals  of  cotton,  twenty  thoufand 
quintals  of  wood  for  dying,  one  hundred  four-« 
teen  thoufand  and  twenty  hides,  together  with 
fonne  other  objefts  of  lefs  importance,  made  up 
this  great  funn. 

After  the  period  we  have  been  fpcaking  of,  a 
few  variations  took  place.  We  are  not  fuffi- 
ciently  acquainted  with  them  to  afcertain  them 
with^  precifionj  but  we  know  to  a  certainty, 
that  the  mother  country  hath  received  every  year 
from  Rio  Janeiro,  a  fmall  quantity  of  coffee  and 
of  indigo,  together  with  one  thoufand  quintals 
of  fugar,  more  than  it  received  formerly.  We 
know  to  a  certainty,  that  it  hath  received  frqm' 
Para,  and  from  Maragnan,  every  year,  three 
hundred  and  twenty-one  quintals  of  rice,  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety-two  quintals  of  cotton 
more  than  were  formerly  fent;  and  we  alfo 
know,  that  there  hath  been  an  annual  diminu- 
tion of  four  thoufand  hides,  and  of  965,000 
livres*  in  the  gold,  among  the  feveral  remittances 
that  have  been  made. 

The  colony  is  paid  with  merchandize,  which 
have  not  coft  originally  above  fifteen  or  fixtcen 
millions  of  livres  j".  The  duties  received  by 
the  fovereign  himfelf,  feveral  monopolies,  exor- 
bitant  taxes,  the  dearnefs  of  freighting,  and  the 
profits  of  the  trade,  abforb  the  remainder. 

*  40,208 1.  6s>  8d. 
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PoRtuOAL  did  ndt  formerly  fend  from  it's  own  ^  ^^^  ^ 
country  to  it's  colonies  any  thing  bcfide  liquors  5  u-v— *^ 
but  fince  the  induftry  of  the  province  is^  in  fome 
degree,  revived,  it  furnifties  one  half  of  the  con- 
fomptions  made  in  the  part  of  the  New  Hemi- 
fphere  that  is  under  it*s  dominion. 

It  is  with  two-thirds  of  the  produftions  of 
Brazil,  which  are  fold  to  foreigners ;  it  is  with 
the  gold  and  the  diamonds  which  come  from 
thefe  regions  1  it  is  with  the  wines,  the  woollen 
cloths,  the  fait,  and  the  fruits  of  the  mother- 
couatry  itfelf,  thajc  Portugal  is  enabled  to  pay 
fixty  millions  *  for  the  merchandize  which  they 
annually  receive  from  the  feveral  countries  of 
Europe*  The  fharc  which  the  feveral  nations 
have  taken  in  this  trade  hath  experienced  great 
variations.  At  this  prefent  tinric,  England  is  in, 
poffeflion  of  fourteen  parts  of  it,  Italy  of  eight, 
Holland  of  feven,  Hamburgh  of  fix,  France  of 
five,  Swedeil  of  four,  Denmark  of  four,  Spain 
of  two,  and  RufSa  of  one  only.  The  fpoils  of  this 
nation  have  not  always  been  thus  divided. 

The  firft  cofiquefts  of  the  Fortugucze  in  Africa  Portugal, 

and  Afia,  did  not  ftifle  the  feeds  of  their  induftry.  amant  V* 

Though  Lifbon  was  become  the  general  ware-  ^^^l^i^^ 

houfc  for  India  goods,  her  own  fllk  and  woollen  '*°'° » ^"" 

manufadures    were   ftill   maintained,    and   were  moftdegra- 

fufficient    for  the  confumption  of  the  mother-  RMfonsof 

country   and   of  Brazil,     The  national   aAivity  ^^"' 
extended  t6  every  thing,  arid  made  fome  amends 
for  the  deficiency  of  population,  which  was  be- 

*  2,50<?>pool. 
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*  ^:c  ^  coming  daily  more  confiderable.  Amidft  the 
various  calamities  that  Spanifh  tyranny  opprefled 
the  kingdom  with,  the  Portuguczc  could  not 
complain  of  a  ccflfation  of  labour  at  home ;  nor 
was  the  number  of  manufactures  muchleflened  at 
the  time  when  they  recovered  their  liberty. 

The  happy  revolution  that  placed  the  Duke  of 
Braganza  upon  the  throne,  was  the  period  of  this 
decay,  A  fpiric  of  enthufiafm  feized  upon  the 
people.  Some  of  them  croffed  the  feas,  in  order 
to  defend  diftant  poffeffions  againft  an  enemy 
who  was  imagined  to  be  more  formidable  than  he 
really  was.  The  reft  took  up  arms  to  cover  the 
frontiers.  The  intereft  of  the  whole  nation  pre- 
vailed over  private  views,  and  every  patriot  was 
folicitous  only  for  his  country.  It  might  natu^ 
rally  be  expected,  that  when  the  firft  enthufiahn 
V7as  paft,  every  one  would  rcfume  his  ufual  em- 
ployment; but,  unfortunately,  the  cruel  war  which 
followed  that  great  event,  was  attended  with 
fuch  devaftations  in  an  open  country,  that  the 
people  chofe  rather  to  forego  their  labours,  than 
lo  expofe  themfelves  to  fee  the  fruits  of  them 
continually  deftroyed.  The  miniftry  encouraged 
this  fpirit  of  indolence  by  meafurcs  which  cannot 
be  too  feverely  cenfured. 

Their  Iituation  put  them  under  a  neceffity  of 
forming  alliances.  Political  reafons  fecured  to 
them  all  the  enemies  of  Spain.  The  advantages 
they  muft  neceffarily  reap  from  the  jJiverfions 
made  in  Portugal,  could  not  fail  of  attaching 
them  to  it's  intereft.  If  the  new  court  had 
formed  fuch  extenfive  views,  as  from  the  nature 
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of  their  cntcrprize  it  might  be  prefumed  they 
had,  they  would  have  know'n  that  they  had  no 
need  to  make  any  facrifices  in  order  to  acquire 
friends.  By  an  ili-judged  precipitation  they 
ruined  their  affairs.  They  gave  up  their  trade  to 
other  powers,  who  were  almoft  as  much  inte- 
refted  in  their  prefervation  as  they  were  them- 
felves.  This  infatuation  made  thofe  powers 
imagine  they  might  venture  any  thing,  and  their 
avidity  ftill  prompted  them  to  incroach  upon  the 
privileges  that  had  been  fo  improperly  laviflied 
upon  them.  The  induftry  of  the  Portugucze  was 
deftroyed  by  this  competition,  but  was  again 
revived,  in  fome  degree,  by  an  error  of  the 
French  miniftry. 

This  crown  had,  for  a  confiderable  time  pafl:, 
been  in  pofleilion  of  fome  iflands  in  America. 
The  (hackles  with  which  they  had  been  reftraincd 
had  /till  then  impeded  their  fertility.  The  cul- 
tures would  fpcedily  and  infallibly  have  been 
improved,  by  a  well  digefted  plan  of  liberty. 
The  CFOwn  chofe  rather  to  fecure  to  the  mono- 
poly,  to  which  they  were  fubjefted,  the  exclufive 
right  of  fupplying  the  kingdom  5  and  the  fugars 
and  tobaccos  of  Brazil,  were  ftridlly  prohibited  // 
there  in  1664.  The  court  of  Lilbon,  irritated,  /O  ^^ 
as  they  had  reafon  to  be,  with  this  inconfiderate 
prohibition,  forbad,  on  their  parts,  the  im- 
portation of  French  manufaftures,  the  only  ones, 
at  that  period,  which  were  efteemed  in  Portugal. 
Genoa  immediately  feized  upon  the  filk  trade, 
and  hath  kept  it  ever  fince  j  and  England  appro- 
priated to  itfclf  the  woollen  trade,  though  with 
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*  o  o  K  ]efs  uninterrupted    fuccefs.     The    Portugueze* 

%ti,iy^— I  in(lru£i;ed  by  workmen  from  all  quarters,  began^ 
in  168 1 >  CO  manufaAure  the  fleeces  of  their  own 
^  flocks.     The  progrefs  of  this  manufafture  was 

fufficiently  rapid,  to  enable  the  government  to 
profcribe  fcveral  kinds  of  foreign  woollen  cloths^ 
and,  foon  after,  to  forbid  thofe  of  all  kinds. 

Great  Britain  was  much  chagrined  at  thefc 
arrangements.  For  a  long  time,  the  'Englilh 
ftrove,  with  great  afiiduity,  to  open  the  commu- 
nication afrefli,  which  had  been  fliut  againft  them* 
Their  endeavours  were  fometimes  likely  to  be 
attended  with  fuccefs;  but  they  were  foon  after 
obliged  to  give  up  thofe  hopes,  which  they  had 
reafon  to  think  fa  well  founded.  It  was  impof- 
fible  to  difcover  in  what  manner  thefc  attempts 
would  end,  when  a  revolution  happened  in  the 
political  fyflcm  of  Europe,  which  at  once  over- 
turned all  the  former  ideas. 

A  GRANDSON  of  Lcwi^  XIV.  was  called  to  the 
throne  of  Spain.  All  nations  were  alarmed  at 
this  acceflion  of  power  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
which  they  already  thought. too  formidable,  and 
too  ambitious.  Portugal,  in  particular, '  which 
had  always  confidered  France  as  a  firm  friend, 
now  beheld  in  her  an  enemy,  who  muft  neceflarily 
defire,  and  perhaps  promote,  her  ruin.  This 
induced  her  to  apply  for  the  protejftion  of  Eng- 
land, which  being  accuftomed  to  turn  every 
event  to  her  own  commercial  advantage,  could 
not  fail  of  availing  itfelf,  with  warmth,  of  a  cir- 
eumftance  fo  favourable  to  it^s  intereft.  The 
Englifli  ambaflador  Methuen,   a    profound   and 

able 
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able  ncgociator,  figned  a  treaty,  on  the  2.7th  of  ^  ^^^  ^    X^b'h 
December  1703,  by  which  the  court  of  Lisbon   ^■^*>r*-f  ^' 

engaged  to  pcroiit  the  importation  of  all  Britifh 
woollen  goods,  on  the  fame  footing  as  before  the 
prohibition;  upon  condition  that  the  Portugal 
wines  fliould  pay  a  duty  one  third  lefs  than 
thofe  of  Francci  to  the  cultoip-houfe  in  Eng-^ 
land.  * 

The  advantages  of  this  ftipulation  wpre  very 
certain  for  one  of  the  parties,  but  only  probable 
for  the  other.  England  obtained  an  exclufivc 
privilege  for  her  manufactures,  as  the  prohibition 
remained  in  full  force  with  regard  to  thofe  of 
other  nations ;  but  granted  nothing  on  her  parr, 
having  already  fettled;  for  her  own  interefl:,  what 
Ihe  now  artfully  reprcfcnted  to  her  ally  as  a  great 
favour.  Since  France  had  bought  no  more  cloths  of 
the  Englifli,  they  had  obfcrved  that  the  high  price 
of  French  wines  was  prejudicial  to  the  balance  of 
trade,  artd  had  therefore  endeavoured  to  lefferi 
the  confumption,  by  laying  heavier  duties  upon  ' 
them.  They  have  again  increafed  them  from 
the  fame  motive,  and  ftill  made  a  merit  of  it  to 
the  court  of  Lifbon,  as  being  a  proof  of  their 
friendfhip* 

The  Portugueze  manufaftures  fell,  being 
unable  to  fupport  the  competition  of  the  Englifh. 
Great  Britain  clothed  her  new  ally  5  and  as  the 
wine,  oil,  fait,  and  fruit  flie  bought,  was  a  trifle 
in  comparifon  to  what  flie  fold,  it  was  necelTary 
that  the  deficiency  fliould  be  fupplicd  with  the 
gold  of  Brazil.     The  balance  inclined  more  and 

more 
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*  **J.°  ^  more  in  favour  of  the  Englifli,  and  it  was  fcarce? 
poflible  that  it  Ihould  not. 

All  perfons  who  arc  converfant  with  the  theory' 
of  commerce,  or  have  attended  to  it's  revolutions, 
know  that  an  aftive,  rich,  and  intelligent  nationi 
which  hath  once  appropriated  to  itfelf  any  confi- 
derable  branch  of  trade,  will  foon  engroft  all 
the  lefs  important  branches  of  it.  It  hath  fuch 
great  advantages  over  it's  competitors,  that  it 
difgufts  them,  and  makes  itfelf  mafter  of  thd 
countries  where  it's  induftry  is  exerted.  Thus  it 
IS  that  Great  Britain  hath  found  means  to  en« 
grofs  all  the  produftions  of  Portugal  and  her 
colonies. 

It  furnifhed  Portugal  with  clothing,  food,  hard 
ware,  materials  for  building,  and  all  articles  of 
luxury,  and  returned  her  own  materials  manufac- 
tured. Thefe  ufeful  labours  employed  a  milliotl 
of  Englifli  artificers  or  hufbandmen. 

It  furnifhed  her  with  Ihips,  and  with  naval  and 
warlike  (lores  for  her  fettlements  in  America,  and 
carried  on  all  her  navigation  in  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

It  had  engrofled  the  whole  money  trade  of 
Portugal.  Money  was  borrowed  in  London  at 
three  or  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  negoclated 
at  Lifbon,  where  it  was  worth  ten.  In  ten  years 
time,  the  capital  was  paid  by  the  intereft,  and 
ftill  remained  due. 

It  engrofled  all  the  inland  trade.  There  wer6 
Englilh  houfes  fettled  at  Lifbon,  which  received 
41  the  comaioditics  of  their  own  country,  and 
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ditlributed  them  to  merchants,  who  difpofed  of  ^  ^^^  ^ 
them  in  thfe  province^,  moftly  for  the  benefit  of  <■■■  1^'     f 
their  employers.    A  fmall  prbfit  was   the  only 
reward  of  this  induftry,  which  is  difgraceful  to  a 
fiation  that  worked  at  home  for  the  benefit  of 
another. 

It  carried  off  even  the  agency  bufinefs.    The 
fleets  deflined  for  the  Brazils  were  the  fole  pro- 
perty of  the  Englifli;     The  riches  they  brought 
back  belonged  to  them.     They  would  not  even 
fufFcr  them  to  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  Por- 
tuguese, and  only  borrowed  or  purchafed  their 
name,    becaufc   they   could   not  do  without  it, 
Thefe  fttangers  difappearcd  as  foon  as  they  had 
acquired  the  fortune  they  intended,  and  left  that 
nation  impoverifhed  and  exhaufted,  at  whofe  ex^ 
pence  they  had  enriched  themfelves.     It  is  de-  '^ 
monftrable  from  the  regifters  of  the  fleets,  that     j 
in   the   fpace   of  fixty  years,  that  is,  from  the     I 
difcovery    of    the    mines    to    the    year    1756,     I 
2,400,006,000  livres  *  worth  lof  gold  had  beeit     I    • 
brought  away  from  Brazil,  and  yet,  in  this  latter    1 
period,  all  the  fpecie  in  Portugal  amounted  to    i 
no  more  than  1 5  or  20,000,000  f ,  and  at  that   j 
time  the  nation  owed  one  hundred  million  J,  or  J 
more. 

But  what  Lifl^on  was  lofing,  London  gained.  / 

intended  for   a  fecoridary  powir.     Though  the 

/ 

•       100,000,006  1. 
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*  ^x?  "^  ^J*«g€*  *^^^  ^•d  fucccflivcly  happened  in  tht 
religion!  govcrnnient,  and  induftry  of  the  Eng- 
Kfli  had  improved  their  condition^  incretfed  their 
ftrciigth>  and  iinfolded  their  geniu«,  they  ^uld 
not  poffibly  aA  a  capital  part.  They  knew  by 
experience  that  the  means  which^  in  ancient 
governments^  could  raife  a  nation  to  any  height, 
whenj  without  any  connedion  with  it's  neigh-* 
bours,  it  emerged,  as  it  were,  iin^y  put  of 
nothings  were  infufBcient  in  modern  times,  when 
the  intercourfe  of  nations^  making  the  advantages 
of  each  common  to  all,  left  to  numbers  and 
ftrength  their  natural  fuperiority.  Since  fol- 
diers,  generals,  and  nations,  bad  hired  them* 
fclves  to  engage  in  war ;  fince  the  power  of  gold 
had  opened  every  cabinet  and  made  every  treaty  ; 
England  had  learned  that  the  greatnefs  of  a  ftat« 
depended  upon  it's  riches,  and  that  ic*$  political 
power  was  eftimated  in  proportion  to  it's  millions. 
This  truth,  which  muft  have  alarmed  the  am- 
bition q(  the  Engliib,  became  favourable  to 
them,  as  foon  as  they  had  prevailed  upon  Por- 
tugal to  depend  upon  them  for  neceflfaries,  and 
had  bound  them  by  treaties  to  an  impoflibility  of 
procuring  them  from  any  other  power*  Thus  was 
that  kingdom  made  dependent  on  a  falfe  friend 
for  food  and  raiment.  Thefe  were,  to  borrow 
the  exprefljon  of  a  certain  politician,  like  two 
anchors  which  the  Britons  had  faftened  upon  that 
empire.  They  went  further  ftill :  they  made  the 
Portugueze  lofe  all  confideration,  all  weight,  all 
influence  in  the  general  fyftcm  of  afl^airs,  by  per- 
fuading  them  to  have  neither  forces  nor  alliances. 

9  Truft 
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Truft  to  u$,  faid  the  EngHlh,  for  your  fafcty  j 
we  will  negociate  and  fight  for  you.  Thus, 
without  bloodflied  or  labour,  and  without  expe- 
riencing any  of  the  evils  that  attend  upon  con- 
queft,  they  made  theoifelves  more  effeftually 
matters  of  Portugal,  than  the  Portugucze  were  of 
the  mines  of  Brazil. 

All  things  are  conneftcd,  both  in  nature  and 
policies.  It  is  fcarce  poflible  that  a  nation  (hould 
:  lofe  it's  agriculture  and  it^s  induftry,  without  a 
vifible  decay  of  the  liberal  arts,  letters,  fciences, 
and  all  the  found  principles  of  policy  and  govern^ 
ment.  The  kingdom  of  Portugal  furnilhes  a' 
melancholy  inftance  of  this  truth.  As  foon  aa 
Great  Britain  had  condemned  it  to  a  ftate  of  in* 
aftion,  it  is  fallen  into  fuch  barbarifm  as  is  fcarce 
credible.  The  light  which  had  ihone  all  over 
Europe,  did  not  extend  itfelf  to  the  frontiers  of 
Portugal.  That  kingdom  was  even  obferved  to 
degenerate,  and  to  attraft  the  contempt  of  thofe, 
whofe  emulation  and  jeauloufy  it  had  before  ex- 
cited. The  advantage  of  having  tolerable  laws, 
while  all  other  flates  were  involved  in  horrible 
confuQon ;  this  ineftimable  advantage  has  been  of 
no  fervice  to  the  Portugucze.  They  have  loft  the 
turn  of  their  genius,  by  forgetting  the  principles 
of  reafon,  moraKty,  and  politics.  The  efforts 
they  may  make  to  emerge  from  this  ftate  of  de- 
generacy and  infatuation,  might  poflibly  prove 
ineffeftual  j  bccaufe  good  reformers  are  not  eafiljr 
to  be  found  in  that  nation  which  ftands  moft  in 
need  of  them.  Men  who  are  qualified  to  caufe 
revolutions  in  empires,  are  generally  prepared  to 
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•  ^^  ^  >t  by  previous  circumftances  i  and  feldom  ftart 
^  V  *  up  at  once.  They  have  generally  had  their  forc- 
runners>  who  have  awakened  the  minds  of  the 
peoplej  difpofed  theai  to  receive  the  lights  and 
prepared  the  neceflary  means  for  bringing  about 
great  revolutions.  As  there  is  no  appearance  of 
any  fuch  preparatory  fteps  in  Portugal^  the  nation 
muft  ftill  continue  for  a  long  time  in  this  humili- 
ating condition^  unlefs  it  will  adopt  the  prin- 
ciples followed,  with  fo  much  fuccefsj  by  the 
mofl  enlightened  ftates. 
Mfa»  The  firft  ftep  towards  it'is  recovery,  that  firm 

wart  of*  and  vigorous  one  without  which  all  the  reft: 
to^m^uf***  would  be  unfteady,  uncertain,  ufelefs,  and  per- 
toeitricate     haps  dangerous,  would  be  to  fliake  off  the  yoke 

the  mother.        ^*^^       ,        i         ti  «      •       •  r  r  - 

country,  ao4  of  England.  Fortugal^  in  her  preient  iicuation^ 
iromihtit'  cannot  fubfift  without  foreign  commodities; 
lute"*^  therefore,  it  is  her  intereft  to  promote  the  greateft 
competition  of  fellers  flie  poffibly  can,  in  order 
to  reduce  the  price  of  what  flie  is  obliged  to  buy. 
As  it  is  no  lefs  the  intereft  of  the  Portuguezc  to 
difpcrfc  o(.  the  overplus  of  their  own  produce  and 
that  of  the  colonies,  they  ought>  for  the  fame 
reafon,  to  invite  as  many  purchafers  as  poflible 
to  their  harbours,  to  enhance  the  price  and 
incrcafe  the  quantity  of  their  exports.  Thefe 
political  meafures  are  certainly  liable  to  no  ob- 
jcftion. 

,  By  the  treaty  of  1 703>  the  Portugueze  are  only 
obliged  to  permit  the  importation  of  woollen 
goods  from  England,  on  the  terms  ftipulatcd  be- 
fore the  prohibition.  They  might  grant  the  fame 
privilege  to  other  nations,  without  incurring  the 

reproach 
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reproach  of  having  broken  their  engagement.  A  ^  ^^  ^ 
liberty  granted  to  one  nation,  was  never  inter- 
preted as  an  exclufive  and  perpetual  privilege, 
that  could  deprive  the  prince  who  granted  it,  of 
his  ri^ht  of  extending  it  to  other  nations.  '  He 
muft  neceflarily  be  the  judge  of  what  fuits  his 
own  kingdom.  It  is  not  ieafy  to  conceive  what 
rational  objeftion  a  Britilh  miniftry  could  make 
to  a  king  of  Portugal  who  fhould  tell  them,  I  will 
encourage  merchants  to  come  to  my  dominions, 
who  will  feed  and  clothe  my  fubjefts  as  cheap 
and  cheaper  than  you,  merchants  who  will  take 
the  produce  of  my. colonies,  from  whence  you 
will  receive  nothing  but  gold. 

We  may  judge  of  the  effeft  this  wife  conduft 
would  have,  by  the  events  that  have  taken  place, 
independent  of  this  fpirited  *  refolution.  It'  ap-' 
pears  from  the  regifters  of  the  Ciiftoms,  that  in 
the  fpace  of  five  years,  from  1762  to  1766  in- 
clufively,  England,  which,  'till  very  lately,  en- 
groffed  the  whole  trade  of  Portugal,  hath  only 
fent  there  goods  to  the  value  of  95,613,547 
livres  10  fous*;  and  hath  received  commodities 
to  the  amount  of  37,76 1,075  livres  f ;  fo  that  the 
balance  in  money  hath  been  but  57^692,475 
livres  J. 

The  circumftance  which  deceives  all  Europe, 
with  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  Engiiih  trade, 
is,  that  all  the  gold  of  Brazil  is  conveyed  by  the 
road  of  the  Thames.     This  feems  to  be  a  natural 

•  3*9^Syh7^*  i6s.  3d.  t  ^>S73>37^^'  2s.  6 d. 
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*  ^^^  ^  and  necciTary  confcqucnce  of  the  affairs  carried 
op  by  that  nation.  But  the  truth  is^  that  metals 
are  not  allowed  to  go  out  of  Portugal  j  andj 
therefore,  can  only  be  brought  away  by  men  of 
war,  which  are  not  liable  to  be  fearched  i  that 
Great  Britain  fends  two  every  week,  as  regularly 
as  the  fea  will  permit ;  and  that  thefe  ihips  bring 
the  riches  of  all  nations  into  their  ifland,  from 
whence  the  merchants,  difperfed  in  the  fevcral 
countries,  receive  them,  either  in  kind,  or  in  bills 
of  exchange,  paying  one  per  cent. 

The  Britiih  miniftry,  who  are  not  the  dupes  of 
thefe  dazzling  appearances,  and  are  but  too  fen- 
iible  of  the  diminution  of  this  mod  valuable 
branch  of  their  trade,  have,  for  fome  time  paft, 
taken  incredible  pains  to  reftore  it  to  it's  former 
ftate.  Their  endeavours  will  never  fucceed  i  be- 
caufe,  this  is  one  of  thofe  events  which  are  not 
within  the  reach  of  political  wifdom.  If  the  evil 
arofe  from  favours  granted  to  rival  nations,  or  if 
England  had  been  debarred  from  her  former 
privileges,  fome  well  conduced  negociations 
might  occaQon  a  new  revolution.  But  the  court 
of  Lifbon  hath  never  varied  it's  conduft  neither 
with  Great  Britain  nor  with  other  ftates.  Her 
fubjeds  have  had  no  other  inducement  to  give 
the  preference  to  the  merchandise  brought  them 
from  all  parts  of  Europe,  than  becaufe  thofe  of 
their  former  friends  were  fo  loaded  with  taxes, 
that  they  bore  an  exorbitant  price.  The  Por-r 
tugueze  will  procure  many  articles  at  a  ftill  more- 
reafonable  rate,  whenever  their  government  fliaU 

«ft*b«(h 
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eftablifli  a  perfcft  equality  in  their  ports  bttwcen  •  ^^^  * 
all  nations. 

The  court  of  Lifbon,  after  reiYioviAg,  ill  fome 
meafure,  the  difadvantages  of  their  trade,  which 
is  merely  paffive,  fhould  endeavour  to  jmake  it 
adtiv^e.  Their  minifters,  in  conformity  with  the 
prevailing  tafte  of  the  age>  have  already  eftabllfhed 
fome  manufactures  of  filk,  of  cotton,  and  of 
fteel.  We  think  that  they  ought  to  have  begun 
by  refumtng  the  cultures  that  have  been  dropped, 
and  by  reanimating  thofe  that  are  languid. 

The  climate  of  Portugal  is  favourable  to  the 
produflion  of  filk,  of  which  there  was  formerly 
great  plenty.  The  baptifcd  Jews  made  It  their 
bufinefs  to  breed  worm's,  and  to  prepare  the  filk, 
till  they  were  perfecuted  by  the  inqulfition,  which 
was  ftill  more  fcvere  and  more  powerful  under 
the  houfe  of  Braganza,  than  it  had  ever  been 
under  the  Spanifti  dominion.  Moft  of  the  mahu- 
fafturers  fled  to  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  arid 
thofe  who  fold  the  produce  of  their  labours  re- 
moved, with  their  efFefts,  to  England  and  Hol- 
land, which  improved  the  aftivity  of  bbth  thofe 
countries.  This  difperfibni  was  the  ruin  of  the 
filk  trade  in  Portugal,  fo  that  no  trace  of  It  re- 
mains at  prefent  J  but  it  might  be  refumed. 

The  next  cultivation  that  ought  to  be  attended 
to,  is  that  of  the  olive  tree.  It  is  now  carried  on, 
and  conftantly  fupplies  all  the  oil  that  is  wanted 
for  home  confumption,  befide  a  fmall  quantity 
every  year  for  exportation  -,  but  this  is  not  fuffi- 
cicnt.     It  would  be  an  eafy  matter  for  Portugal 

K  k  4  to 
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(p  ihare,  in  a  more  direct  manner  i^vich  .other 
nations^  the  profits  they  derive  from  this  ptoduc-? 
tjoni  which  is  wholly  confined  tp  the  fouthera 
provinces  of  Europe, 

Their  wool  i$  likewifc  c^pablp  of  improve-; 
mcnt.  Thoiigh  it  be  inferior  to  that  pf  Spain  5 
the  French,  the  Putch,  and  even  the  Englifh, 
buy  up  twelve  pr  thirteen  thoufand  quintals  of  it 
9very  year,  aqd  wpuld  purchafe  ^,  greater  quantity 
if  it  were  brought  to  market,  Thofe  who  have 
travelled  through  Portugal,  with  that  fpirit  of 
^bferva^ion  which  enables  men  to  form  a  right 
judgment  of  thing?,  are  of  opinion  that  double 
the  quantity  might  be  obtained,  without  in- 
juring the  other  branches  of  induftry;  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  might  tend  to  th^ir  ioir 
provement. 

The  trad^  of  fait  feems  tp  have  been  more 
^rlofely  attended  tp.  The  North  annually  takes 
off  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  tpas,  which 
may  coft  ;, 500,000*.  It  is  corrofive,  and  takes 
off  from  the  weight  and  flavour  of  oqr  foo^i  but 
bath  the  advantage  of  preferving  filh  and  meat 
longer  than  French  fait.  This  property  will  oc- 
cafion  a  greater  demand  for  it,  in  proportion  as  the 
navigation  of  the  country  is  extended. 

The  Pprtugueze  found  a  greater  vent  for  their 
wines,  than  might  have  been  expedled  from  their 
flavour  and  quality.  Particylar  circumfl:ances  had 
gendered,  them  nrioft  commonly  ufcd  in  the  North 
^f  Europe,  and  of  Anaerica.     It  was  impoffible 
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fo  forcfee,  that  the  court  of  Liflbon  itfclf  would  ' 
put  a  flop  to  the  fale  of  them.  The  order  for 
rooting  up  the  vines  in  Portugal,  could  only  be 
diftated  by  private  intereft.  The  pretence  for  fo 
extraordinary  a  law  is  fo  abfurd,  that  no  one  has 
given  credit  to  it.  It  is  very  well  know*n  that 
the  ground  where  the  vines  have  flood,  can  never 
be  fit  for  the  culture  of  corn. 

But  if  this  were  ever  fo  practicable,  it  would 
ftill   be   an  unwarrantable   infringenrient  of  the 
facred  and  unalienable  right  of  property.     In  a 
ixionaftery  every  thing  belongs  to  all :    nothing  is 
the  property  of  any  individual,  but  the  joint  pro- 
perty of  the  whole  comnfiunity;    it  is  one  firiglc 
animal  with  twenty,  thirty,  forty,    a   thoufand, 
or  ten  thoqfand  heads.     But  it  is  not  the  fame  in 
fociety.     Here  every  individual  hath  the  difpofal 
of  himfelf  and  of  his  property^  he  poffeffes  a  Iharc 
of  the  general  wealth,  which  he  is  abfolute  rnaf- 
ter  of|  and  may  ufe,  or  even  abufe,  as  he  thiliks 
proper.     A  private  man  muft  be  at  liberty  to  let 
his  ground  lie  fallow,;  if  he  chufes  it,  without 
the  intervention   of  adminiftration.     If  govern- 
ment fliould  aflume  a  right  to  judge  of  the  abufe' 
of  property,    it  would  foon  take  upon  itfelf  to 
judge  of  the'ufe  of  it  j    and  then  every  true  idea 
of  liberty  and  property  will  be  deftroyed.     If  it 
can  require  me  to  employ  my  own  property  ac- 
cording to  it's  fancy;    if  it  fhould  inflid  punilh- 
fxients  on  my  difobedicnce,    my  negligence,  or 
my  folly,  and  that,    under  pretence  of  general 
^nd  public  utility,  I  am  no  Ipnger  abfolute  mafter 
9f  my  own,  I  am  only  an  adminiftrator,  who  is 
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•  ^x?  ^  ^  ^^  dircftcd  by  the  will  of  another.  The  ma» 
who  lives  in  fociety^  muft  in  this  refped  be  left 
at  liberty  to  be  a  bad  citizen^  becaufe  he  will  (boa 
be  feverely  puniihed  by  poverty,  and  by  con-* 
tempty  which  is  worfe  than  poverty.  He  who 
burns  his  own  corn^  or  throws  his  money  away, 
b  a  fool  too  rarely  to  be  met  withj  to  make  it  ne* 
cefTary  to  bind  him  by  prohibitive  laws,  which 
would  be  injurious  in  themfelvesj  by  their  in- 
fringement of  the  univerfal  and  iacred  idea  of 
property.  In  every  well-regulated  conftitutton, 
the  bufinefs  of  the  magiftrate  muft  be  confined  tQ 
what  concerns  the  public  fafoty,  inward  tranquil- 
lity^  the  condu<^  of  the  army^  and  the  obferv- 
ance  of  the  laws.  Wherever  authority  is  extended 
beyond  thisj  we  may  affirm  that  the  people  are 
expofed  to  opprefllon.  If  we  take  a  furvey  of  all 
ages  and  nations,  that  great  and  fublime  idea  of. 
public  utility  will  preient  itfelf  to  our  imaginadon 
under  the  fymbolical  figure  of  a  Hercules,  crufb- 
ing  one  part  of  the  people  with  his  club,  amidft 
the  (liouts  and  acclamations  of  the  other  parCj 
who  are  not  fenfible  that  they  are  foon  to  fall  ua- 
der  the  fame  ftrokes. 

To  return  to  Portugal :  that  country  Hands  in* 
need  of  other  meafures  than  have  hitherto  been 
purfued,  to  reftore  the  culture  of  corn  s  it  is  in  fo 
languid  a  flate,  that  the  Portugueze  annually  im- 
port three-fourths  of  the  corn  they  confunoe. 
They  never,  perhaps,  will  be  able  to  gather  their 
whole  fubfiftcnce  from  a  foil  which  is  not  fuffi-r 
ciently  well  watered  s  but  it  behoves  them  to  le0^ 
en,  as  much  as  they  poQibly  can,  their  depend- 
ence 


IN  THE  BAST  AND  WEST  INDIESi  s<7 

cncc  upon  foreign  fuccours.    The  population  is  ^  ^  ^ 
fuificient  to  carry  on  the  labours  with  ^pirit^  fince^ 
by  allowing  four  perfons  and  a  half  to  each  fire- 
fidcj  it  amounts  to  one  million  nine  hundred  and 
fixty  thoufand  foulsj  excluHve  of  the  monks. 

The  court  of  Lifbon  would  lie  under  a  fatal 
miftake,  if  they  ihould  imagine  that  time  alone 
will  bring  about  fo  great  a  revolution.  It  behoves 
them  to  pave  the  way  for  it,  by  a  complete  re- 
formation of  the  taxes,  which  have  never  been 
well  regulated  fince  the  foundation  of  the  mo- 
{larchy,  and  the  confufion  of  which  increafes  every 
year.  When  the  impediments  are  removed, 
every  kind  of  encouragement  muft  be  given* 
One  of  the  mod  fatal  prejudices,  and  moft  de- 
ftrudbive  of  the  happinefs  of  men,  and  the  profpe- 
rity  of  nations,  is  that  which  fuppofes  that  mea 
only  are  wanting  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture. 
The  experience  of  all  ages  hath  fhew'n,  that  much 
cannot  be  required  of  the  earth,  'till  much  hath 
been  beftowcd  upon  it.  There  are  in  all  Portu- 
gal very  few  farmers  who  are  able  to  advance  the 
neceffary  fums.  Government  Ihould,  therefore, 
aflift  them.  A  revenue  of  46,884,531  livres*, 
properly  difpcnfed,  would  facilitate  this  liberality, 
which  is  frequently  more  oeconomical  than  thQ 
mod  fordid  avarice. 

This  firft  change  will  be  produ&ive  of  others. 
The  arts  neceflary  to  agriculture  will  infallibly  rife 
and  grow  up  with  it.  Indullry  will  extend  it's  fc- 
veral  branches,  and  Portugal  wiU  no  longer  exhi- 

bit 
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bit  an  inftance  of  a  favage  people  in  the  midfl:  of 
civilized  nations.  The  citizen  will  no  longer  be 
forced  to  devote  himfclf  to  celibacy,  or  to  leave 
his  country  in  fearch  of  employment.  Commo- 
dious houfes  will  be  erecfted  upon  ruins ;  and  ma- 
nufaftures  fupply  the  place  of  convents.  The 
fubjeds  of  this  almoft  ruined  ftate,  which  now  re* 
femble  thofe  fcattcred  and  folitary  fhrubs  that  are 
found  upon  the  foil  of  the  richeft  mines,  will  no 
longer  be  reduced  to  thofe  neceflities  they  now  ex- 
perience, notwithftanding  their  mountains  and  ri- 
vers of  gold.  The  wealth  of  the  date  will  be 
kept  in  conftant  circulation,  and  will  no  longer 
be  buried  in  the  churches.  Superftition  will  be 
banifhed,  together  with  ignorance,  dcfpair,  and 
indolence.  Thofe  who  have  no  other  objeft  in 
view,  but  to  commit  eiccefles,  and  expiate  them, 
who  are  fond  of  miracles  and  magic  arts,  will 
then  be  inflamed  with  public  fpirit.  The  nation, 
freed  from  it's  fetters,  and  reflrored  to  it's  natural 
aftivity,  will  exert  itfelf  with  a  fpirit  worthy  of 
it's  former  exploits. 

Portugal  will  recoiled,  that  fhe  was  indebted 
to  her  navy  for  her  opulence,  her  glory,  and  her 
ftrength,  and  will  attend  to  the  means  of  refl:oring 
it.  It  will  no  longer  be  reduced  to  fevcnteen 
men  of  war,  to  twenty-five  warlike  fhips  of 
fmaller  rates,  and  about  a  hundred  merchant- 
men, from  fix  to  eight  hundred  tons  burden, 
which  are  ftill  in  a  more  ruinous  (late.  Her  po- 
pulation, reduced  to  one  million  nine  hundred 
and  fixty  thoufand  fouls,  will  increafe  and  fill 
her  harbours  and  roads  with  adtivc  fleets.    The 

revival 
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revival  of  hpr  navy-  will  be  doubtlcfs  difficult  for  '  ^^  '^ 
a  power,  whpfe  flag  is  not  know'n  on  any  of  the 
European  feas,  and  which,  for  a  century  paft,  has 
given  up  her  navigation  to  any  power  that  would 
attend  to.  it;  but  every  obftacle  will  , be  fur- 
mounted  by  a  wife  and  prudent  government. 
When  once  it  carries  on  all  the  navigation  that 
fhould  belong  to  it,  confiderable  fums  will  be  re- 
tained in  the  kingdom,  which  are  now  conflantly 
expended  for  freight. 

This  change  will  extend  it's  influence  to  the 
iflaiids  that  are  dependent  on  the  crown.  Ma- 
deira, the  annual  exports  of  which  amount  to 
4,658,800  livrcs*,  will  extend  it's  labour,  it's 
prosperity,  and  it's  riches.  The  Azores  will  be 
ftill  more  improved.  We  know  that  this  Archi- 
pelago, confiding  of  nine  iflands,  of  which  Tcr- 
cera  is  the  principal,  hath  no  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  thoufand  inhabitants  i  and  fells 
at  prefent  to  the  mother- country,  to  Brazil,  and 
to  North  America,  it's  wines,  it's  linens,  it's  corn, 
and  it's  cattle,  to  the  amount  only  of  2,440,000 
livres  f.  Even  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  not- 
withft:anding  the  frequent  droughts  they  expe- 
rience, will  be  able  to  multiply  their  mules,  and 
more  efpecially  to  cultivate  the  Pcrella,  that  fpe- 
ciesof  grafs  of  the  colour  of  mofs,  which  the 
North  of  Europe  employs  with  fo  much  advan- 
tage in  dying.  The  government  will  not  con- 
fine themfclves  to  the  encouragement^  in  their  pof- 
feflions,    of  the  cultures   only  that  arc  know'a 
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•  ^x?  ^  ^^^^^ »  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  introduce  new  ones, 
which  the  fertility  of  the  foilj^  and  the  tempera- 
ture and  variety  of  the  climatej  fcem  inceffantly 
to  require. 

These  new  improvements  will  be  principally 
felt  in  Brazil,  that  great  colony,  which  hath  never 
been  what  it  ought . 

Before  the  year  15259  it  received  only  fom^ 
banilhed  perfons,  without  either  moraU  or  for- 
tune* 

The  grandeeS)  who  at  this  period  obtaioed  pro- 
vinces there,  made  it  a  fcene  of  carnage  and  de- 
ftru($ion.  For  the  fpace  of  fixty  years^  there  was 
a  continual  ftruggle  between  the  Portugueze^ 
who  wilhed  to  enflave  all ;  and  the  Indians,  who 
refufed  to  bear  the  chains  that  were  intended  for 
them,  or  who  broke  them  after  they  had  been 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  them. 

Even  the  labours  of  a  few  Brazilians,  who 
were  kept  under  the  yoke  by  a  watchful  exer- 
tion of  tyranny,  were  inconfiderable.  Thofe  of 
the  Europeans  were  nothing,  becaufe  they  would 
have  thought  themfelves  degraded  by  flaviih  oc- 
cupations. The  only  fuccefs  that  could  be  ex- 
pe£led  was  from  the  Negroes ;  but  they  did  not 
begin  to  multiply  there  till  towards  the  ye^ar 
1570. 

Ten  years  after  this  Portugal  was  enflaved; 
and  we  may  readily  fuppofe  that  the  Spaniib  go- 
vernment,  which  fuffered  it's  own  ancient  ppffef- 
fions  in  the  other  Hemifphere  to  fall  into  confu« 
lion,  did  not  exert  itfelf  in  improving  the  colo- 
nies 
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flies  of  a  nation^  which,  though  fubduedj  ftill  ex-  •  ^^  * 
cited  it's  fufpicions. 

The  long  and  bloody  wars  which  Brazil  had  to 
fuftain  againft  the  Dutch^  retarded  it'sprogrefs  in 
every  particular/ 

T«is  was  alfo  again  impeded,  by  the  revoltt^ 
tion  which  freed  Portugal  from  the  yoke  of  Spain^ 
while  it  kept  the  two  nations  in  arms  during 
eighteen  years. 

While  thcfe  contefts  were  fubfifting,  the 
European  nations  that  had  formed  fettletnents 
in  Amcricat  began  to  cultivate  there  pro- 
duiSlions,  which  till  that  time  had  been  pecu- 
liar to  Brazil.  This  competition  lowered  the 
price  of  them  ;  and  the  colony,  difcouraged,  did 
not  export  more  than  half  of  what  they  previoufly 
fold.  So  great  a  misfortune  warned  the  miniftr^ 
of  the  neceffity  of  freeing  thefe  commodities  froni 
the  taxes  with  which  they  were  laden  at  their  en- 
trance into  the  mother-country.  The  difcovery 
of  the  mines  occafioned  thefe  objects  to  be  ne- 
gle&ed,  which  from  diat  time  appeared  to  be  left 
important  than  they  really  were. 

Gold  and  diamonds,  which  are  articles  of  va« 
lue  merely  by  convention,  were  themfelves  preju- 
dicial to  cultures,  which  they  might  have  encou- 
raged. The  hopes  of  making  a  brilliant  fortune* 
by  collecting  thefe  fugitive  and  precarious  riches, 
determined  a  great  number  of  proprietors  to  aban- 
don their  plantations. , 

This  fatal  illufion  began  to  be  diflipated,  when 
the  fyftcm  of  monopolies  put  a  flop  to  the  incli- 
nation generally  fhew'n,  of  refuming  a  plan  which 

was 
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*  ^x?  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^"^  ^^^"  ^^^^  lucrative,  thaii 
that  which  had  at  firft  fo  much  inflamed  the  ima- 
ginations of  meoi 

.  The  lafl:  difputes  with  Spaili  wefe;  in  a  word^ 
a  new  fource  of  defolation  to  the  colony.  The  in* 
habitants  were  compelled  by  violence  to  quit  their 
labours  i  loans  were  extorted  from  them  without 
intereft,  for  which  they  have  not  yet  bc^Bl  re-* 
imburfed ;  they  were  expofed  to  thfe  utmoft  out-^ 
rages  of  the  mod:  barbarous  defpotifm. 

At  prefent,  that  thefe  obftacles  to  every  kind 
of  good  are  mofl  of  them  removed,  the  riches 
which  Brazil  offers  in  vainj  for  three  centuries 
paft,  arc  no  longer  to  be  rejected.  The  climate 
is  wholefome  in  that  part  of  the  New  World  j  th^ 
harbours  ^re  numerous ;  and  the  coafts,  which  are 
of  eafy  accefs^  are  generally  fertile*  The  inland 
part  of  the  country,  which  is  ftill  fnore  fruit- 
ful, and  interfered  by  a  great  number  of  navi- 
gable rivers,  may  be  cultivated  for  the  wants  or 
for  the  luxuries  of  Europe.  All  the  produftions 
peculiar  tg  America  thrive  there,  notwithftanding 
the  havock  made  by  the  ants,  and  without  appre- 
henfion  of  feeing  them  deftroyed  bythofe  ter- 
rible hurricanes,  and  by  thofe  devouring  droughts 
which  fo  frequently  lay  wafte  the  beft  iflands  of 
^his  hemifphere.  It  gives  encouragement  to  la- 
bour, from  the  plenty  of  provifions,  of  cattle, 
and  of  flaves :  nothing  is  wanting  to  make  it  one 
of  the  fineft  eftabliftiments  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe. 

It  will  become  fo,  when  it  (hall  bt  freed  from 
that  number  of  impofts,  and  from  that  multitude 

of 
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of  contraftors  which  keep  it  in  a  ftateof  humilia-  ^ 
tion  and  opprcflion,  when  it's  aftivity  fhall  no 
longer  be  reftfaincd  by  numberlefs  monopolies; 
when  the  price  of  the  merchandize  conveyed  to 
it  fhall  not  be  doubled  by  the  taxes  impofed  upon 
them  i  when  it's  produftions  fhall  pay  no  more 
duties,  or  fhall  only  pay  fuch  as  are  not  more 
confiderable  than  thofe  of  it's  competitors;  when 
it's  intcrcourfe  with  the  other  national  poflefliotis 
fhall  have  been  difencumbered  from  the  fhacl^es 
which  confine  itj  when  the  Eaft  Indies  (hall  be 
laid  open  to  it,  and  when  it  fhall  be  permitted  to 
draw  from  it's  own  produce  the  money  required 
to  carry  on  this  new  conneftion, 

Th£  colony  hath  hands  fufiicient  to  multiply 
and  to  extend  thefe  labours*  At  the  time  of  our 
writing,  it  reckons  one  hundred  feventy-fix  thou- 
fand  and  twenty-eight  white  men  5  three  hundred 
forty-fcven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
flaves ;  two  hundred  feventy-eight  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  forty-rtine  Indians;  which  together 
forms  a  population  of  eight  hundred  and  two 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  perfons. 
The  number  of  favages,  flill  wandering  about  in 
the  Brazils,  is  computed  at  two  hundred  thou- 
fand. Perhaps  it  might  not  be  impoflible  to  in- 
duce th.em  to  acknowlege  the  authority  of  the 
court  of  Lifbon;  but  this  would  not  be  attended 
with  much  advantage,  unlcfs  diredtors,  moreen- 
lightened  than  their  predecefTors,  fhould  contrive 
methods  that  have  efcaped  the  reflection  of  men 
for  three  centuries  paft.  - 

Vol.  IV.  LI  Amori 
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A  MoiiE  certain  method  of  increafing  the  maft 
of  produdlions,  would  be  to  admit  into  the  Bra- 
zils all  foreigners  who  would  undertake  the  cul- 
tivation of  thcmj  an  infinite  nupiber  of  Ameri- 
cans, Englifli,  French,  or  Dutch,  whofc  planta^- 
tions  are  exhauftcd;  and  many  EuropeanSj 
prompted  by  the  ardcqt  defirc  at  prefent  grow'n 
fo  common,  of  making  a  rapid  fortune,  would 
qonvey  their  aftivity,  their  induftry,  and  their 
capitals  into  the  country.  Thefe  eiitcrprifing 
men  would  introdjjce  a  better  fpirit  into  the  co- 
Jony,  and  would  infufe  into  the  degenerate  race 
of  the  Portuguefe  Creoles,  that  kind  of  anima- 
tion which  they  have  loft  for  fojong  a  time. 

This  order  of  things  might  be  eftabliibcd  with- 
out prejudice  to  any  pther  intcreft.  Two  third« 
of  the  borders  of  the  great  rivers  are  cultivated. 
Thefe  virgin  lands  belong  to  the  crown,  whofe 
fyftem  it  hath  always  bee^i  to  grant  gratuitoufly 
one  league  of  territory,  under  the  cxprefs  con- 
dition Q,(  cultivating  it  in  a  given  time.  By  dif- 
tributing  thefe  domains  to  their  new  fubjc^ts, 
they  would  not  fpoil  their  olcj  ones,  and  they 
would  increafe  their  cultures  as  wdl  as  the  numi' 
ber  of  their  defenders. 

But  in  order  to  accelerate  the  advantages  qf 
this  new  plan,  it  would  be  ncceflary  to  efface 
even  the  flighteft  yeftigc  of  the  inquifuion,  that 
horrible  tribunal  the  vtty  name  of  which  makc§ 
all  people  fliudder  who  have  not  entirely  given 
up  their  reafon.  This  would  even  be  a  mattef? 
of  little  importance,  if  at  the  fame  time  the  in- 
fluence of  the  clergy  were  not  alfo  diminiihed 
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in  the  public  deliberations  and  in  the  affairs  of  ®  ^^J*  ^ 
individuals. 

Some  ftates  have  been  know'n  to  favour  the 
corruption  of  priefts,  in  order  to  weaken  the 
afcendant  that  fuperftition  gives  them  over  the 
minds  of  the  people.  That  this  method  is  not 
always  infallible,  appears  from  what  has  happened 
in  the  Brazils,  nor  is  this  execrable  policy  recon- 
cilable with  the  principles  of  mprality.  It  would 
be  more  fecure  and  more  eligible  to  open  the  doors 
of  the  fanftuary  to  all  the  citizens  without  dif- 
ttiiftion.  Philip  IL,  when  he  became  mafter  of 
Portugal,  enafted,  that  they  fhould  be  (hut  againft 
all  fuch  whofe  blood  was  tainted  with  any  mix- 
ture with  Jews,  Heretics,  or  Wegroes.  This 
diftinftion  hath  given  a  dangerous  fuperiority  to 
*a  fee  of  men  who  were  already  too  powerful.  It 
hath  been  abolillied  in  the  African  fettlements ; 
and  why  fliould  it  be  continued  in  America  ?  Why, 
after  taking  -from  the  clergy  the  authority  they 
derived  from  their  birth,  ftiould  they  not  be 
abridged  of  the  power  they  affume  on  account  of 
their  riches  ? 

Some  politicians  have  aflferted  that  no  govern- 
ment ought  ever  to  appoint  a  fixed  income  for  the 
clergy,  but  that  their  fpiritual  fervices  (hould  be 
paid  by  thofe  who  have  recourfc  to  them.  That 
this  method  would  excite  their  zeal  and  vigilance. 
That  they  would  grow  daily  more  expert  in  the 
care  of  fouls  by  experience,  ftudy,  and  applica- 
tion. Thcfe  ftatcfmen  have  been  oppofed  by 
philofophers,  who  maintained  that  an  oeconomy, 
which  would  tend  to  increafe  the  activity  of  the 
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clergy,  would  be  fatal  to  public  tranquillity;  and 
that  it  was  better  to  lull  that  ambitious  body  into 
idlcncfs,  than  to  give  it  new  ftrength.     It  i%  ob- 
fc'rved.  Iky  thcy,that churches  and  religious  houfes, 
which  have  no  fettled  incooie,  are  fo  many  rcpofi- 
toriesof  fupcrftition,  maintained  at  the  cxpence  of 
the  lower  clafs  of  people,  where  faints,  miracles, 
relics,  and  all  the  inventions  with  which  impofture 
hath  loaded  religion,  are  made.     So  that  it  wquld 
be  a  benefit  to  fociety,  if  the  clergy  had  a  dated 
provifion  j  but  fo  moderate,  as  to  reftrain  thp 
ambition  of  the  body  and  the  number  of  it's  mem- 
bers.    Poverty  'makes  them  fanatical  j   opulence 
independent;  and  both  concur  to  render  them 
feditious. 

Such  at  leaft  was  the  opinion  of  a  pbilofopher, 
who  faid  to  a  great  monarch:  There  is  a  powerful 
body  in  your  dominions,  which  hath  affumed  a 
power  of  fufpending  the  labour  of  your  fubjefts, 
whenever  it  thinks  proper  to  call  them  into  it's 
temples.  This  body  is  authorifed  to  fpeak  to 
them  a  hundred  times  a  year,  and  to  fpeak  in  the 
name  of  God.  It  tells  them  that  the  mod  pow- 
erful fovereign  is  no  more  in  the  fight  of  the  Su- 
preme Being  than  the  meaneft  ^avej  and  that,  as 
it  is  infpired  by  the  creator  of  all  things,  it  is  to 
be  believed  in  preference  to  the  matters  of  the 
world.  The  effefts  of  fuch  a  fyftem  threaten  the 
total  fubverfion  of  fociety,  unlefs  the  minifters  of 
religion  are  made  dependent  on  the  magiftrate ; 
and  they  will  never  be  effedlually  fo,  unlefs  they 
derive  their  fubfiftence  from  him.  This  is  the 
only  way  to  eftablifli  a  harmony  between  the 
oracles  of  heaven  and  the  maxiops  of  government. 

It 
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It  IS  the  bufinefs  of  a  prudent  admihiftration  to   ^^  o  o  k 
bring;  wirhout  difturbances  or  coinmotions,  the 
clergy  to  that  ftate  in  which  they  will  be  able  to 
do  good,  without  having  it  in  th^ir  power  to  do 
niifchief. 

Till  the  court  of  Lift)on  hath  attained  this  fa- 
lutary  end,  all  projcfts  of  reformation  will  be  in- 
efFeftual.  The  defeats  of  ecclefiaftical  govern- 
ment will  ftill  ftibfift,  notwichftanding  all  endea* 
vours  to  reform  them.  The  clergy  mwft  be 
brought  to  depend  upon  the  magiftrate,  before 
the  Portuguefe  who  live  in  Brazil  can  venture  to 
oppofe  their  tyranny.  Perhaps  even  the  prejudices 
thefe  inhabitants  have  imbibed  from  a  faulty  and 
monadic  education,  may  be  too  deeply  rooted  ia 
their  minds,  to  be  ever  eradicated.  Thefe  en- 
lightened views  feim  to  be  referved  for  the 
next'  generation.  This  revolution  might  be 
haftened,  by  obliging  the  %hief  proprietors  to 
fend  their  children  to  Europe  for  education, 
and  by  reforming  the  plan  of  public  education  in 
Portugal, 

All  ideas  are  eafily  impreffed  upon  tender  ori- 
gans. The  foul,  without  experience  as  without 
refleftibn,  readily  admits  truth  and  falfehood  in 
matters  of  opinion,  and  equally  adopts  what  is 
cither  conducive  or  prejudicial  to  the  public  wel- 
fare* Young  people  may  be  taught  to  value  or 
depreciate  their  own  reafon ;  to  make  ufe  of  it,  or 
to  negle«5k  it|  to  confider  it  4s  their  bed  guide,  or 
to  miftruft  it*s  powers.  Fathers  obftinately  defend 
the  abfurdities  they  were  taught  in  their  infancy, 
their  children  will  be  as  fond  of  the  leading  prin- 
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'  ^ix  ^  copies  in  which  they  have  been  trained.  They 
w*vw  will  bring  back  into  Brazil  notions  of  religioni 
morality,  adminiftration,  commerce,  and  agri* 
culture.  The  mother*- country  will  confer  places 
of  truft  on  them  alone.  They  will  then  exert  the 
talents  they  have  acquired,  and  the  face  of  the 
colony  will  be  totally  changed.  Writers  who 
fpeakof  it,  will  no  longer  lament  the  idlencfs,  the 
ignorance,  the  blunders,  the  fuperftitions  which 
have  been  the  ground-workof  it's  adminiftration. 
The  hiftory  of  this  colony  will  no  longer  be  a  fa- 
tire  upon  it* 
wheiher  Thb  fcar  of  inccnfing  Great  Brkain  muft  noc 

ufbon"'*  ^^  protraft  thefe  happy  alterations  one  fingle  mo- 
ought  to  put  ment  The  motives  which,  perhaps,  have  prc- 
their  pro-  vcntcd  thcm  hitherto  arc  but  prejudicesi  which 
form«ion"'  will  bc  rcmovcd  upon  the  flightcft  examination* 
S^fio?'  There  are  numberlefs  political  errors,  which, 
withT'"''*  ^^^^  adopted,  becdfmc  principles.  Such  is  the 
Ufid.-  prevailing  notion  at  the  court  of  Lifbon,  that  the 

ftate  cannot  exift  or  profper  but  by  means  of  the 
Englilh,  It  is  forgotten  that  the  Portugucfe 
monarchy  was  formed  without  the  help  of  other 
nations ;  that  during  the  whole  time  of  their  con- 
tefts  with  the  Moors,  they  were  fupported  by  no 
foreign  power  $  that  their  greatnefs  Had  been  in- 
creafing  for  three  centuries  fuc(rcflivcly,  whenr 
they  extended  their  dominion  over  Africa  and  the 
Eaft  and  Weft-Indies  by  their  own  ftrcngth.  All 
thefe  great  revolutions  were  performed  by  th^ 
Portiiguefc  alone.  Was  it  neceflary  then  that 
this  nation  (hould  difcover  a  great  treafure>  and 
bc  a  proprietor  of  rich  mines,  merely  to  fug- 

geft 
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geft  the  idea  o(  it's  being  unable  to  fupport  it* 
felf  ?  Are  the  Portuguefe  to  be  compared  to  thofe 
fooliih  individuals,  whofe  heads  arc  turned  by  the 
coibarraffment  which  their  newly  acquired  richer 
occafion  ? 

No  nation  ought  to  fubmit  to  be  protcded.  If 
the  people  are  wife,  they  will  have  forces  relative 
to  their  (ituationj  and  will  never  have  more  cne* 
mies  than  they  are  able  to  withftand.  Unleft 
their  ambition  be  unbounded,  they  have  allies, 
who,  for  their  own  fakes,  will  warmly  and  faith- 
fully fupport  their  intereft.  This  general  truth  is 
peculiarly  applicable  to,  thofe  ftates  that  are  pofr 
fcffed  of  mines.  It  is  the  intereft  of  all  other  na- 
tions to  be  in  amity  with  them,  and  if  there  be 
occalion  for  it,  they  will  all  unite  for  their  pre- 
fervation.  Let  Portugal  but  hold  the  balance 
even  between  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  they 
will  form  an  impenetrable  barrier  around  her. 
England  herfelf,  though  deprived  of  the  prefer- 
ence (he  hath  too  long  enjoyed,  will  ftill  fupport 
a  nation  whofe  independence  is  eflential  to  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe.  All  nations  would 
quickly  join  in  one  common  caufe,  if  Spain  fhould 
ever  be  fo  mad  for  conqueft,  as  to  attempt  »ny 
thing  againft  Portugal.  Never  would  the  jealousj 
reftlefs,  and  quick-lighted  policy  of  our  agcfuffer 
all  the  treafures  of  the  New  World  to  be  in  the 
fame  hands,  or  that  one  houfe  fhould  be  fo  pow- 
erful in  America,  as  to  threaten  the  liberties  of 
Europe. 

This  fecurity,  however,  fhould  not  induce  the 

court  of  Liibon  to  negled  the  means  of  their  owrt 
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•  ^,P  ^  prcfcrvation>  as  thcy.did  when  they  trufted  to  ihe 
BruUh  arms  for  ^heir  defence,  or  indolently  rett- 
ed on  the  fupinenefs  of  their  neigbours ;  when, 
deftitute  of  land  or  fea  forces,  they  were  accounted 
as  nothing  in  the  political  fyftcm,  which  is  the 
•greateft  difgrace  that  can  befal  a  nation.  If  the 
Portugucfe  will  regain  the  confequence  they  have 
loft,  they  muft  put  themfelves  in  fuch  a  ftate,  asr 
not  to  be  afraid  of  ,war,  and  even  to  declare  it 
themfelves,  if  their  rights  or  their  fafety  fhould 
require  it.  It  is  not  always  an  advantage  to  a 
nation  to  continue  in  peace,  when  all  the  reft  are 
in  arms.  In  the  political  as  in  the  natural  worlds 
a  great  event  will  have  very  extenfive  effedts.  The 
rife  or  fall  of  one  empire  will  afFeft  all  the  reft* 
£ven  thofe  which  are  furtheft  removed  from  the 
feat  of  war,  are  fometimes  the  viftinis  of  their 
moderation  or  of  their  weaknefs.  Thefe  maxims 
are  direftly  applicable  to  Portugal,  particularly 
at  this  junifture,  when  the  example  of  her  neigh-*- 
bours,  the  critical  fituation  of  her  haughty  allies, 
the  foli citations  of  the  powers  who  are  jealous  of 
her  friendlhip ;  in  ihort,  every  thing  calls  upon  her 
to  rouze,  and  to  exert  herfelf* 

Ir  the  Portuguefe  will  not  at  length  frequent 
the  feas,  where  alone  they  can  diftinguiifh  them* 
felves,  and  from  whence  they  muft  derive  .their 
profperity,  if  they  do  not  appear  with  a  powerful 
force  at  the  extremity  of  Europe,  where  nature 
hath  fo  happily  placed  them,  their  fate  is  decided, 
the  monarchy  is  at  an  end.  They  will  fall  again 
into  the  chains  they  had  fhaken  off  for  a  moment: 
as  a  lion  that  fhould  drop  afleep  at  the  door  of  his 

den. 
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den,  after  he  had  broken  it  open.  The  little  cir*  »  o  o  1; 
culation  there  is  (til]  within,  would  but  indicate  '.t-^^ 
thofe  feeble  figns  of  life,  which  arc  the  fymptoms 
of  approaching  death.  The  few  trifling  regula- 
lations  they  might  make  from  time  to  time,  re* 
fpedking  the  finances,  the  police^  commerce,  and 
the  navy,  whether  at  home  or  for  the  colonies, 
would  be  but  weak  palliatives,  which,  by  conceal* 
ing  their  fituation,  would  make  it  only  the  monci 
dangerous. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  Portugal  hath  fufFered  ^'  »*  ^^ 
the  mod  favourable  opportunity,  that  could  have   e>ieaed, 
offered  of  refuming  her  former  fplendour,    to   iafwm?^ 
cfcape.     They  are  riot  politics  alone  that  prepare  ft7tr  Inl 
revolutions.     Some  deftrudlive  phasnomenon  may  ^^V  ?^  !''• 
change  the  face  of  an  empire.     The  earthquake 
of  the  firft  of  November  1755,  which  overthrew 
the  capital  of  Portugal,  ought  to  have  reftored 
the  kingdom.     The  dcftruftion  of  a  proud  city  is 
often  the  prefervation  of  a  whole  ftate,  as  the 
opulence  of  one  man  may  be  the  ruin  of  thoufands. 
Stately    edifices  might  be    fubvcrtedj    efFcdls, 
m#ftly  belonging  to  foreigners,   might  be  de- 
ftroyed  \    idle,    debauched,    and    corrupt    men 
might  be  buried  under  heaps  of  ruins,  without 
affefting  the  public  welfare.     The  earth,  in  a 
tranfient  fit  of  rage,  had  only  taken  what  (he  was 
able  to  reftore ;  and  the  gulphs  (he  opened  under 
one  city,  were  already  digged  for  the  foundations 
of  another. 

But  we  cannot  flatter  ourfelves  with  the  hopes 

of  future  improvements,  while  we  do  not  fee  a 

|}etter  order  of  things,  a  new  ftate,  and  a  new 

.    ,  •  people. 
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B  o  o  ic-  people,  a  better  management  rifing  out  of  the 
ruins  of  Lifbon.  The  nation  that  is  not  im- 
proved by  a  great  cataftrophe  is  ruined  without 
rcfourcc,  or  the  period  of  it's  reftoration  is  re-- 
fcrved  for  fuch  diftant  ages,  that  it  is  probable  it 
will  fooner  be  annihilated  than  it  can  be  regene- 
rated. May  Heaven  preferve  Portugal  from  this 
fatal  event !  May  it  remove  from  my  mind  the 
prefage  which  cannot  be  impreflcd  upon  it  with- 
out plunging  me  into  the  deepeft  afflidlion  ?  But 
at  this  inilant  I  cannot  conceal  from  myfelfj  that 
as  much  as  the  great  (hocks  of  nature;  give  en- 
ergy to  enlightened  minds,  fo  much  do  they 
deprefs  thofe  that  are  vitiated  by  the  habit  of 
ignorance  and  fuperftition.  Government,  which 
every  where  takes  advantage  of  the  credulity  of 
the  people,  and  which  nothing  can  divert  from, 
the  fettled  purpofc  of  extending  the  boundaries 
of  authority,  became  more  encroaching  at  the 
very  inftant  that  the  nation  grew  more  timorous. 
Men  of  bold  fpirits  opprcffed  thofcj  that  were 
weak ;  and  the  epoch  a  of  that  gre«t  phasnomenon 
turned  out  to  be  the  epocha  cff  accumulated  fla^ie. 
ryj  a  melancholy  butcommon  effcdlof  the  cataftro- 
phies  of  nature.  They  ufually  make  men  a  prey 
to  the  artifices  of  thofe  who  are  ambitious  of  rul- 
ing over  them.  Then  it  is  that  they  take  large 
ftrides,  by  repeated  afts'of  arbitrary  power; 
whether  it  be  that  thofe  who  govern,  do  really 
believe  that  the  people  were  born  to  obey,  or 
whether  they  think  that,  by  extending  their  own 
power,  they  increafe  the  ftrength  of  the  public. 
Xhofe  falfe  politicians  arc  not  aware  that  with 
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fuch  principles,  a  ftatc  is  like  M  over-ftratned  *  ^^^  ^ 
fpring,  which  will  break  at  laft>  and  recoil 
againfl:  the  hand  that  bends  it.  The  prefent 
fituation  of  the  continent  of  South  America» 
but  too  plainly  evinces  the  juftnefs  of  this 
connparifon.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  (hew  the 
etFe6ts  of  a  different  condu&  in  the  American 
iflands. 


END  OF  THE  FOURTH  VOtUMB. 
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